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INTRODUCTION 

Few repositories of literature contain richer stores than 
do the files of the ^^Atlantic Monthly/' For more than sixty 
years, under the successive editorships of James Russell 
Lowell, James T. Fields, William Dean Howells, Thomas 
Bail^ Aldrich, Horace E. Scudder, Walter H. Page, Bliss 
Perry, and Elleiy Sedgwick, the magazine has consistently 
published some of the very best prose and poetry that Eng- 
lish and American writers have produced. 

As we review the list of the great writers who have been 
famous since the ** Atlantic" was foimded in 1857, we find, 
almost without exception, that their names are among the 
contributors to the " Atlantic Monthly/' What other peri- 
odical caa assemble such a group! — Lowell, Longfellow, 
Holmes, Whittier, Emerson, Bryant, Hawthorne, Howells, 
Aldrichy Agassiz, Burroughs, Harriet Beecher Stowe,Mark 
Twain, Bret Harte, Hardy, Browning, Tennyson, Kipling, 
Edward Everett Hale, Sarah Ome Jewett, F. Hopkinson 
Smith, Joel Chandler Harris, Charles Eliot Norton, Charles 
W. Eliot, Woodrow Wilson, Masefield, Noyes, Wells, Gals- 
worthy, Lord Dunsany. 

For a book such as "Story, Essay, and Verse," drawing 
all its selections from the pages of the "Atlantic,'' it has 
seemed desirable to use liberally the material that voices 
the more modem note, and thus reveal in a brief but com- 
prehensive way, the method and mood current among the 
best of contemporary writing. The virile appeal of the 
sdections at once emphasizes the fact that the ''Atlantic'' 
articles carry their messages directly to young readers and 
wholesomely stimulate their best thoughts and their high- 
est and deepest emotions. 

The editors of this "Atlantic" anthology haveendeavored 
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X INTRODUCTION 

to make thdr list of selections suffidently varied to insure 
an appeal to all the different individualities that are likely 
to be assembled in a representative English class in our 
better schools or colleges. Those students whose reading 
tastes are definitely established will probably first turn their 
undirected attention to the one of the three literary types 
in which they are particularly interested, to the story, 
to the essay, or to the poetiy. And within each of these 
groups they will hear voiced the interests and the moods 
of writers with very different messages and styles of 
expression. 

Among the stories here reprinted, we find, for example, 
that John D. Long's "The Skeleton in My Closet,** re- 
echoes the tone of horror and mystery which we commonly 
associate with the writings of Edgar Allan Foe. Dorothy 
Canfield powerfully re veab the pathos of a man forced by 
circumstances to live his life of dull routine within a piti- 
fully small sphere, while his spirit longs for the freedom of 
the great world that lies b^ond the encompassing hills. 
In "A Parable for Fathers'* Julia Wood dramatically 
shows the power and personality of a father whose son and 
daughter had previously r^arded him with a certain amount 
of careless indifference and condescension. LordDunsany's 
Celtic romanticism, Galsworthy's keenness of psychologi- 
cal analysis, Mark Twain's sense of humor as displayed in 
extravaganza, Joseph Husband's vision for the romantic in 
the workaday world, Arthur Russell Taylor's perception of 
real character values — these and scores of other qualities 
which the reader will at once perceive are skilfully outlined 
in this significant group of republished stories. 

The same variety of tone and an equal art of expression 
are apparent in the essays and the poems. How these are 
revealed the student will find it interesting to analyze, 
helped as he is by the appended notes and interpretative 
comments. 
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INTRODUCTION xi 

The collection should prove helpful m college classes 
where a wide variety of material is desired, either in the 
study of literature or of composition. Teachers of high- 
school English who have the responsibility of preparing 
students for the College Entrance Examinations will here 
find in convenient form selections adequate for the sug- 
gested study of the short-story and the essay. The book» 
wherever used, may be appropriately supplemented by 
readings in ** Atlantic Narratives/* First and Second Series, 
in "Essays and Essay-Writing/* and in current issues of 
the "Atlantic Month^3r." 

CHABIiES SwAIN TkOMAK 

Habby Gilbert Paul. 
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STORY, ESSAY, AND VERSE 
A BIRD OUT OF THE SNARE 

DOROTHY CANFTELD 

After the bargain was completed and the timber mer- 
chant had gone away, Jehiel Hawthorn walked stiffly to 
the pine tree and put his homy old fist against it, looking up 
to its spreading top y«rith an expression of hostile exultation 
in his face. The neighbor who had been called to witness 
the transfer of Jehiel's woodland looked at him curiously. 

''That was quite a sight of money to come in without 
your expectin% waVt it?** he said, fumbling awkwardly 
for an opening to the question he burned to ask. 

Jehiel did not answer. The two old men stood silent, 
looking down the valley, lying like a crevasse in a glacier 
between the towering white mountains. The sinuous course 
of the frozen river was almost black imder the slaty sky of 
March. 

'' Seems kind o* providential, havin* so much mon^ come 
to you just now, when your sister-in-law's jest died, and 
left you the first time in your life without anybody you 
got to stay and see to, don't it ? " commented the neighbor 
persistently. 

Jehiel made a vague sign with his head. 

"I s'pose likely you'll be startin' aout to travel and see 
foreign parts, same's you've always planned, won't you — 
or maybe you cal'late you be too old now? " 

Jehiel gave no indication that he had heard* His faded 
old blue eyes were fixed steadily on the single crack in the 
rampart of mountains, through which the afternoon train 
was just now leaving the vall^. Its whistle echoed back 
hollowly, as it fled away from the prison walls into the great 
world. 
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2 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNABE 

The neighbor stiffened in offended pride. '"I bid you 
good-night» Mr. Hawthorn,** he said severely, and stumped 
down the steep, narrow road leading to the highway in the 
valley. 

After he had disappeared, Jehiel turned to the tree and 
leaned his forehead against it. He was so still he seemed a 
part of the great pine. He stood so till the piercing cold of 
evening chilled him through, and when he looked again 
about him it was after he had lived his life all through in a 
brief and bitter review. 

It began with the tree and it ended with the tree, and in 
spite of the fever of unrest in his heart it was as stationary 
as any rooted creature of the woods. When he was eleven 
and his father went away to the Civil War, he had watched 
him out of sight with no sorrow, only a burning envy of the 
wanderings that lay before the soldier. A little later, when 
it was decided that he should go to stay with his married 
sister, since she was left alone by her husband's departure 
to the war, he turned his back on his home with none of a 
child's usual reluctance, but with an eager delight in the 
day-long drive to the other end of the valley. That was the 
longest journey he had ever taken, the man of almost three- 
score thought, with an aching resentment against Fate. 

Still, those years with his sister, filled with labor beyond, 
his age as they were, had been the happiest of his life. Inan 
almost complete isolation the two had toiled together five 
years, the most impressionable of his life; and all his affec- 
tion centred on the silent, loving, always comprehending 
sister. His own father and mother grew to seem far away 
and alien, and his sister came to be like a part of himself. 
To her alone of all living souls had he spoken freely of his 
passion for adventuring far from home, of the lust for wan- 
dering which devoured his boy-soul. He was sixteen when 
her husband finally came back from the war, and he had no 
secrets from the young matron of twenty-six, who listened 



Digitized by 



Google 



A BIRD OUT OF THE SNABE 8 

with such wide, tender eyes of sympathy to his half -frantic 
outpourings of longing to escape from the narrow valley 
where his fathers had Hved their dark, narrow lives. 

The day before he went back to his own home, now so 
strange to him, he was out with her, searching for some lost 
turkey-chicks, and f oimd one with its foot caught in a tan- 
gle of rusty wire. The Uttle creatine had beaten itself al- 
most to death in its struggle to get away. Kneeling in the 
grass, and feeling the wild palpitations of its heart und^ 
his rescuing hand, he had called to his sister, ''Oh, look! 
Poor thingl It's *most dead, and yet it ain't really hurt a 
mite, only desperate over bein' held fast." His voice broke 
in a sudden wave of sympathy: "Oh, ain't it terrible to feel 

so! 

For a moment the yoimg mother put her little son aside 
and looked at her brother with brooding eyes. A little later 
she said with apparent irrelevance, '' Jehiel, as soon as 
you 're a man ^wn, I'll help you to get off. Youshallbea 
sailor, if you like, and go around the world, and bring back 
coral to baby and me.'' 

A chilling premonition fell on the lad. ''I don't believe 
it! "he said, with tears in his eyes. "I just believe I've got 
to stay here in this hole all my life." 

His sister looked off at the tops of the trees. Finally, 
'**Surely He shall deUver thee from the snare of the 
fowler,* " she quoted dreamily. 

When she came to see him and their parents a few months 
later, she brought him a Uttle square of crimson silk, on 
which ^e had worked in tiny stitches, ** Surely He shall de- 
liver thee from the snare of the fowler." She explained to 
her father and mother that it was a "text-ornament" for 
Jehiel to hang up over his desk ; but she drew the boy aside 
and showed him that the silk was only Ughtly caught down 
to the f oimdation. 

"Underneath is another text," she said, "and when your 
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4 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNARE 

day of freedom comes I want you should promise me to cut 
the stitches, turn back the silk, and take the second text 
for your motto, so you 'U remember to be properly grateful. 
This is the second text/* She put her hands on his shoulders 
and said in a loud, exultant voice, '**My soul is escaped as a 
bird out of the snare of the fowler. The snare is broken and 
I am escaped.'" 

For answer the boy pulled her eagerly to the window and 
pointed to a young pine tree that stood near the house. 

"'Sister, that tree's just as old as I be. I've prayed to 
God, and I 've promised myself that before it 's as tall as the 
ridgepole of the house, I '11 be on my way." 

As this scene came before his eyes, the white-haired man, 
leaning against the great pine, looked up at the lofty crown 
of green wreathing the giant's head and shook his fist at it. 
He hated every inch of its height, for every inch meant an 
enforced renunciation that had brought him bitterness and 
a sense of failure. 

His sister had died the year after she had given him the 
double text, and his father the year after that. He was left 
thus, the sole support of his ailing mother, who transferred 
to the silent, sullen boy the irresistible rule of complaining 
weakness with which she had governed his father. It was 
thought she could not live long, and the boy stood in terror 
of a sudden death brought on by displeasure at some act of 
his. In the end, however, she died quietly in her bed, an old 
woman of seventy-three, nursed by her daughter-in-law, 
the widow of Jehiel's only brother. Her place in the house 
was taken by Jehiel's sister-in-law, a sickly, helpless woman, 
alone in the world except for Jehiel, and all the neighbors 
congratulated him on having a housekeeper ready to his 
hand. He said nothing. 

By that time, indeed, he had simk into a harsh and repel- 
lent silence on all topics. He went through the exhausting 
routine of farming with an iron-like endurance, watched 



Digitized by 



Google 



A BIRD OUT OF THE SNARE 5 

with set lips the morning and afternoon trains leave the val- 
ley, and noted the growth of the pine tree with a burning 
heart. His only recreation was collecting time-tables, pro- 
spectuses of steamship companies, and what^few books of 
travel he could afford. The only society he did not shun 
was that of itinerant peddlers or tramps, and occasionally 
a returned missionary on a lecture tour. 

And always the pine tree had grown, insolent in the pride 
of a creature set i^ the right surroundings. The imprisoned 
man had felt himself dwarfed by its height. But now, he 
looked up at it again, and laughed aloud. It had come late, 
but it had come. He was fifty-seven years old, almost three- 
score, but all his life was still to be lived. He said to him- 
self that some folks lived their lives while they did their 
work, but he had done all his tasks first, and now he could 
Uve. The unexpected arrival of the timber merchant and 
the sale of that piece of land he*d never thought would 
bring him a cent — was not that an evident sign that Provi- 
dence was with him? He was too old and broken now to 
work his way about as he had planned at first, but here had 
come this six himdred dollars like rain from the sky. He 
would start as soon as he could seU his stock. 

The thought reminded him of his evening chores, and he 
set off for the bam with a harsh jubilation that it was al- 
most the last time he would need to milk. How far, he won- 
dered, could he go on that money? He hurried through his 
work and into the house to his old desk. The faded text- 
ornament stood on the top shelf, but he did not see it as he 
hastily tumbled out all the time-tables and sailing-lists. 
The habit of looking at them with the yearning bitterness 
of unreconciled deprivation was still so strong on him that 
even as he handled them eagerly, he hated them for the as- 
sociations of years of misery they brought back to him. 

Where should he go? He was dazed by the unlimited pos- 
sibilities before him. To Boston first, as the nearest sea- 
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6 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNARE 

port. He had taken the trip in his mind so many times that 
he knew the exact minute when the train would cross the 
state line and he would be reaUy escaped from the net which 
had bound him all his life. From Boston to Jamaica as the 
nearest place that was quite> quite different from Vermont. 
He had no desire to see Europe or England. life there was 
too much like what he had known. He wanted to be in a 
country where nothing should remind him of his past. 
From Jamaica where? His stiff old fingers painfully traced 
out a steamship line to the Isthmus and thence to Colom- 
bia. He knew nothing about that country. All the better. 
It would be the more foreign* Only this he knew, that no- 
body in that tropical country **farmed it/* and that was 
where he wanted to go« From Colombia around the Cape 
to Argentina. He was aghast at the cost, but instantly de- 
cided that he would go steerage. There would be more real 
foreigners to be seen that way, and his money would go 
twice as far. 

To Buenos Ayres, then. He did not even attempt to {Pro- 
nounce this name, though its strange, inexplicable look on 
the page was a joy to him. From there by mule-back and 
afoot over the Andes to Chile. He knew something about 
thattrip. A woman who had taught in the Methodist mis- 
sionary school in Santiago de Chile had taken that journey, 
and he had heard her give a lecture on it. He was the sex- 
ton of the church and heard all the lectiu*es free. At Santi- 
ago de Chile (he pronoimced it with a strange distortion of 
the schoolteacher's bad accent) he would stay for a while 
and just live and decide what to do next. His head swam 
with dreams and visions, and his heart thimiped heavily 
against his old ribs. The clock striking ten brought him 
back to reality. He stood up with a gesture of exultation 
almost fierce. "'That 's just the time when the train crosses 
the state line!" he said. 

He slept hardly at all that night, waking with great starts. 
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A BIRD OUT OF THE SNABE 7 

and imagining himself in strange foreign places, and then 
lecognizing with a scornful familiarity the worn old pieces 
of furniture in his room. He noticed at these times that it 
was very cold, and lifelong habit made him reflect that he 
would better go early to the church because it would be 
hard to get up steam enough to warm the building before 
time for service. After he had finished his morning chores 
and was about to start he noticed that the thermometer 
stood at four above zero. 

That was certainly winter temperatitfe; the snow lay like 
a heavy shroud on all the dead valley , but the strange, blind 
instinct of a man who has lived dose to the earth stirred 
within him. He looked at the sky and the mountains and 
put out his bare pahn. *'I should n*t be surprised if the 
spring break-up was near/' he said. "" I guess this is about 
the last winter day we 'U get." 

The church was ipy cold, and he toiled in the cellar, stuff- 
ing wood into the flaming maw of the steam-heater, till it 
was time to ring the bell. As he gave the last stroke. Dea- 
con Bradley approached him. **Jehiel, I Ve got a little 
job of repairing I want you should do at my store,*' he said 
in the loud, slow speech of a man important in the com- 
munity. *'Come to the store to-morrow morning and see 
about it." He passed on into his pew, which was at the 
back of the church near a steam radiator, so that he was 
warm, no matter what the weather was. 

Jehiel Hawthorn went out and stood on the front steps 
in the winter sunshine and his heart swelled exultingly as 
he looked across at the deacon's store. "'I wish I'd had 
time to tell him I'd do no repairs for him to-morrow, nor 
any time — that I'm going to travel and see the world." 

The last comers disappeared in the church and the sound 
of singing came faintly to Jehiel's ears. Although he was 
the sexton he rarely was in church for the service, using his 
duties as an excuse for absence. He felt that it was not for 
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8 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNARE 

him to take part in prayor and thanksgiving. As a boy he 
had prayed for the one thing he wanted* and what had it 
come to? 

A penetrating cold wind swept around the comer and he 
turned to go inside to see about the steam-pipes. In the 
outer hall he noticed that the service had progressed to the 
responsive readings. As he opened the door of the church 
the minister read rapidly. *^Praised be the Lord who hath 
not given us over for a prey unto their teeth." 

The congregation responded in a timid, inarticulate 
gabble» above which rose Deacon Bradley's loud voice — 
'*Our soul is escaped even as a bird out of the snare of the 
fowler. The snare is broken and we are escaped." He read 
the responses in a slow, booming roar, at least half a sen* 
tence behind the rest, but the minister always waited for 
him. As he finished, he saw the sexton standing in the open 
door. **A little more steam, Jehiel," he added command- 
ingly, running the words on to the end of the text. 

Jehiel turned away silently, but as he stumbled through 
the dark, unfinished part of the cellar he thought to him- 
self, "" Well, that's the last time he'll give me an order for 
on« while!" 

Then the words of the text he had heard came back to 
his mind with a half-superstitious shock at the coincidence. 
He had forgotten all about that hidden part of the text- 
ornament. Why, now that had come true! He ought to 
have cut the stitches and torn off the old text last night. 
He would, as soon as he went home. He wished his sister 
were alive to know, and suddenly, there in the dark, he 
wondered if perhaps she did know. 

As he passed the door to the rooms of the Ladies' Auxili- 
ary Society he noticed that it was ajar, and saw through the 
crack that there was a sleeping figure on the floor near the 
stove — a boy about sixteen. When Jehiel stepped softly 
in and looked at him, the likeness to his own sister struck 
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A BIRD OUT OF THE SNABE 9 

him even before he lecognized the lad as his great-nephew, 
the son of the child he had helped his sister to care for all 
those years ago. 

^' Why, what's Nathaniel doin' here?" he asked himself 
in surprise. He had not known that the boy was even in 
town, for he had been on the point of leaving to enlist in 
the navy. Family matters could not have detained him, for 
he was quite alone in the world, since both his father and 
his mother were dead and his step-mother had married 
again. Under his great-uncle's gaze the lad opened his eyes 
with a start and sat up confused. "' What 's the matter with 
you, Nat?" asked the older man not ungently. He was 
thinking that probably he had looked like that at sixteen. 
The boy stared at him a moment, and then, leaning his 
head on a chair, he began to cry. Siting thus, crouched to- 
gether, he looked like a child. 

"Why, Natty, what's the trouble?" asked his unde, 
alarmed. 

"" I came off here because I could n't hold in at home any 
longer," answered the other between sobs. "You see I 
can't go away. Her husband treats her so bad she can't 
stay with him. I don't blame her, she says she just carCtl 
So she 's come back and she ain't well, and I ' ve got to stay 
and support her. Mr. Bradley's offered me a place in his 
store and I've got to give up goin' to the navy." He sud- 
denly realized the unmanliness of his attitude, rose to his 
feet, closing his lips tightly, and faced the older man with a 
resolute expression of despair in his young eyes. 

"Uncle Jehiel, it does seem to me I can't have it so! All 
my life I 've looked forward to bein' a sailor and goin' around 
the world, and all. I just hate the valley and the moun- 
tains! But I guess I got to stay. She's only my step-mother^ 
I know, but she was always awful good to me, and she has 
n't got anybody else to look after her." His voice broke, 
and he put his arm up in a crook over his face. "But it's 
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10 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNABE 

awful hard! I fed like a bird that's got caught in a snare/' 

His unde had grown very pale during this speech* and at 
the last words he recoiled with an exclamation of horror. 
There was a silence in which he looked at his nephew 
with the wide eyes of a man who sees a spectre. Then he 
turned away into the f umace-room» and picking up his 
lunch-box brought it back. ''Here» you," he said, roughly, 
"'part of what's troublin' you is that you ain't had any 
breakfast. You eat this and you '11 feel better. I'll be back 
in a minute." 

He went away blindly into the darkest part of the cellar. 
It was very black there, but his eyes stared wide before him. 
It was very cold, but drops of sweat stood on his forehead 
as if he were in the hayfidd. He was alone, but his lips 
moved from time to time, and once he called out in some 
loud, stifled exclamation which resounded hollowly in the 
vault-like place. He was there a long time. 

When he went back into the furnace cellar, he found 
Nathaniel sitting before the fire. The food and warmth had 
brought a little color into his pale face, but it was still set in 
a mask of tragic desolation. 

As his imcle came in, he exdaimed, ** Why, Unde Jehid, 
you look awful bad. Are you sick?" 

"Yes, I be," said the other harshly, "but *t ain't noth- 
in'. It'll pass after a while. Nathanid, I've thought of a 
way you can manage. You know your unde's wife died 
this last week, and that leaves me without any housekeeper. 
What if your stepmother sh'd come and take care of me 
and I'll take care of her? I've just sold a piece of timber 
land I never thought to get a cent out of, and that'll ease 
things up so we can hire hdp if she ain't strong enough to 
do the work." 

Nathanid's face flushed in a relief which died quickly 
down to a sombre hopdessness. He faced his unde dog- 
gedly. "Not much, Unde Jehid!" he said heavily. "I 
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ain't agoin* to hear to such a thing. I know all about your 
wantin* to get away from the valley — you take that 
money and go yourself and I*U — '* 

Hopelessness and resolution were alike struck out of his 
face by the fury of benevolence with which the old man cut 
him short. *' Don't you dare to speak a word against it, 
boy!'' cried Jehiel in a labored anguish. '*Good Lord! 
I'm only doin' it for you because I haoe to! I've been 
through what you're layin' out for yourself an' stood it, 
somehow, an' now I 'm 'most done with it all. But 't would 
be like beginnin' it all again to see you startin' in." 

The boy tried to speak, but he raised his voice. "No, I 
could n't stand it all over again. 'T would cut in to the 
places where I ' ve got calloused." Seeing through the other's 
stupor the beginnings of an irresolute opposition, he flung 
himself upon him in a strange and incredible appeal, cry- 
ing out, " Oh, you must ! You got to go ! " commanding and 
imploring in the same incoherent sentence, struggling for 
speech, and then hanging on Nathaniel's answer in a sud- 
den wild silence. It was as though his next breath de- 
pended on the boy's decision. 

It was very still in the twilight where they stood. The 
faint murmur of a prayer came down from above, and while 
it lasted both were as though held motionless by its mes- 
meric monotony. Then at the boom of the organ, the lad's 
last shred of self-control vanished. He burst again into muf- 
fled, weary sobs, the light from the furnace glistening redly 
on his streaming cheeks. "It ain't right, Unde Jehiel. I 
feel as though I was murderin' somethin'! But I can't 
help it. I '11 go, I '11 do as you say, but — " 

His uncle's agitation went out like a wind-blown flame. 
He, too, drooped in an utter fatigue. "Never mind, Natty,' 
he said tremulously; "it'll all come out right somehow. 
Just you do as Unde Jehiel says." 

A trampling upstairs told him that the service was over. 
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12 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNARE 

'^ You run home now and tell her I'll be over this afternoon 
to fix things up." 

He hurried up the stairs to open the front doors, but 
Deacon Bradley was before him. " You *re late, Jehiel," he 
said severely, " and the church was cold." 

"I know. Deacon," said the sexton humbly, "but it 
won't happen again. And I'll be around the first thing in 
the morning to do that job for you." His voice sounded 
dull and lifeless. 

"What's the matter? "asked the deacon. "Beyousick?" 

"Yes, I be, but 't ain't nothin'. *T will pass after a 
while." 

That evening, as he walked home after service, he told 
himself that he had never known so long a day. It seemed 
longer than all the rest of his life. Indeed, he felt that some 
strange and racking change had come upon him since the 
morning, as though he were not the same person, as though 
he had been away on a long journey, and saw all things 
with changed eyes. "I feel as though I'd died," he thought 
with surprise, " and was dead and buried." 

This brought back to his mind the only bitter word he 
had spoken throughout the endless day. Nathaniel had 
said as an excuse for his haste ( Jehiel insisted on his leaving 
that night), "You see, mother, it 's really a service to Uncle 
Jehiel, since he's got nobody to keep house for him." He 
had added in the transparent self-justification of selfish 
youth, "And I'U pay it back to him every cent." At this 
Jehid had said shortiy, " By the time you can pay it back 
what I 'U need most will be a tombstone. Git a big one so 's 
to keep me down there quiet.** 

But now, walking home under the frosty stars, he felt 
very quiet already, as though he needed no weight to lie 
heavy on his restless heart. It did not seem restless now, 
but very still, as though it too were dead. He noticed that 
the air was milder, and as he crossed the bridge below his 
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house he stopped and listened. Yes» the fine ear of his ex- 
perience caught a faint grinding sound. By to-morrow the 
river would begin to break up. It was the end of winter. 
He surprised himself by his pleasure in thinking of the 
spring. 

Before he went into the house after his evening chores 
were done, he stopped for a moment and looked back at the 
deft in the moimtain wall through which the railroad left 
the vall^. He had been looking longingly toward that 
door of escape all his life, and now he said good-bye to it. 
" Ah, well, 't wa Vt to be," he said, with an accent of weary 
finality; but then, suddenly, out of the chill which op- 
pressed his heart there sprang a last searing blast of aston- 
ished anguish. It was as if he realized for tiie first time all 
that had befallen him since the morning. He was racked by 
a horrified desolation that made his sturdy old body stag- 
ger as if under an unexpected blow. As he reeled he flung 
his arm about the pine tree and so stood for a time, shaking 
in a paroxysm which left him breathless when it passed. 

For it passed as suddenly as it came. He lifted his head 
and looked again at the great deft in the mountains, with 
new eyes. Somehow, insensibly, his heart had been emptied 
of its fiery draught by more than mere exhaustion. The old 
bitter pain was gone, but there was no mere void in its 
place. He felt the sweet, weak light-headedness of a man 
in his first lucid period after a fever, tears stinging his eye- 
lids in confused thanksgiving for an unrecognized respite 
from pain. 

He looked up at the lofty crown of the pine tree, through 
which shone one or two of the brightest stars, and felt a 
new comradeship with it. It was a great tree, he thought, 
and they had grown up together. He laid his hardened 
palm on it, and fancied that he caught a throb of the silent 
vitality under the bark. How many kinds of life there were! 
Under its white shroud, how all the valley lived! The tree 
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14 A BIRD OUT OF THE SNAKE 

stretching up its head to the stars, the river preparing to 
throw off the ipy armor which compressed its heart — they 
were all awakening in their own way. The river had been 
restless, like himself, the tree had been tranquil, but they 
passed together through the resurrection into quiet life. 

When he went into the house, he found that he was al- 
most fainting with fatigue. He sat down by the desk, and 
his head fell forward on the pile of pamphlets he had left 
there. For the first time in his life he thought of them with- 
out a sore heart. "'I suppose Natty'll go to every one of 
them places," he murmured as he dropped to sleep. 

He dreamed strange, troubled dreams that melted away 
before he could seize on them, and finally he thought his 
sister stood before him and called. The impression was so 
vivid that he started up, staring at the empty room. For 
an instant he still thought he heard a voice, and then he 
knew it was the old dock striking the hour. It was ten 
o*clock. 

'* Natty *s just arcrossin* the state line,*' he said aloud. 

The text-ornament caught his ^e. Still half asleep, with 
his sister's long-forgotten voice ringing in his ears, he re- 
membered vaguely that he had meant to bring the second 
text to light. For a moment he hesitated, and then, ** Well, 
it's come true for Natty, anyhow," he thought. 

And clumsily using his heavy jack-knife, he began to cut 
the tiny stitches which had so long hidden from his eyes 
the joyous exultation of the escaped prisoner. 
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THE TWO LOOKS 

JOHN GALSWOBTHT 

Thjb old Director of the Yew Trees Cemetery walked 
slowly across from his house, to see that all was ready. 

He had seen pass into the square of earth committed to 
hb charge so many to whom he had been in the habit of 
nodding, so many whose faces even he had not known. To 
him it Was the everyday event; yet this fmieral, one more 
in the coimtless tale, disturbed him — a sharp reminder of 
the passage of time. 

For twenty years had gone by since the death of Septi- 
mus Godwin, the cynical, romantic doctor who hab deen 
his greatest friend; by whose devemess all had sworn, of 
whose powers of fascination all had gossiped! And now 
they were burying his son! 

He had not seen the widow since, for she had left the 
town at once; but he recollected her distinctly, a tall, dark 
woman with bright brown eyes, much younger than her 
husband, and only married to him eighteen months before 
he died. He remembered her slim figure standing by the 
grave, at that lon^-past funeral, and the look on her face 
which had puzzled him so terribly — a look of — a most 
peculiar look! 

He thought of it even now, walking along the narrow 
path toward his old friend's grave — the handsomest in the 
cemetery, commanding from the topmost point the whit- 
ened slope and river that lay beyond. He came to its little 
private garden. Spring flowers were blossoming; the rail- 
ings had been freshly painted; and by the door of the grave 
wreaths awaited the new arrival. All was in order. 

The old Director opened the mausoleum with his key. 
Below, seen through a thick glass floor, lay the shining 
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coffin of tlie father; beneath, on the lower tier, would rest 
the coffin of the son. 

A gentle voice, dose behind him, said, — 

'"Can you tell me, sir, what th^ are doing to my old doc- 
tor's grave?" 

The old Director turned, and saw before him a lady well 
past middle age. He did not know her face, but it was 
pleasant, with faded rose-leaf cheeks, and silvered hair 
under a shady hat. 

"Madam, there is a funeral here this afternoon." 

"Ah! Can it be his wife?" 

" Madam, his son; a young man of only twenty." 
, "His son! At what time did you say?" 

"At two o'clock." 

"Thank you; you are very kind." 

With uplifted hat, he watdied her walk away. It worried 
him to see a face he did not know. 

All went off beautifully; but, dining that same evening 
with his friend, a certain doctor, the old Director asked, — 

"Did you see a lady with gray hair hovering about this 
afternoon?" 

The doctor, a tall man, with a beard still yellow, drew 
his guest's chair nearer to the fire. 

"I did," he answered. 

"Did you remark her face? A very odd expression — a 
sort of — what shall I call it? — Very odd indeedl Who 
is she? I saw her at the grave this morning." 

The doctor shook his head. 

"Not so very odd, I thmk." 

"Come! What do you mean by that?" 

The doctor hesitated. Then, taking the decanter, he 
filled his old friend's glass, and answered, — 

"Well, sir, you were Godwin's greatest chum — I will 
tell you, if you like, the story of his death. You were away 
at the time, if you remember." 
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** It is safe with me," said the old Director. 

'"Septimus Grodwin," began the doctor slowly, "died on 
a Thursday about three o'clock, and I was only called in to 
see him at two. I found him far gone, but conscious now 
and then. It was a case of — but you know the details, so 
I need n't go into that. His wife was in the room, and on 
the bed at his feet lay his pet dog — a terrier; you may rec- 
ollect, perhaps, he had a special breed. I had n't been there 
ten minutes, when a maid came in, and whispered some- 
thing to her mistress. Mrs. Grodwin answered angrily, "See 
him? Gro down and say she ought to know better than to 
come here at such a time! ' The maid went, but soon came 
back. Could the lady see Mrs. Godwin for just a moment? 
Mrs. Godwin answered that she could not leave her hus- 
band. The maid looked frightened, and went away again. 
She came back for the third time. The lady had said she 
must see Dr. Godwin; it was a matter of life and death! 
'Death — indeed!' exclaimed Mrs. Grodwin. "Shameful! 
Gro down and tell her, if she does n't go immediately, I will 
send for the poUce! ' 

"The poor maid looked at me. I offered to go down and 
see the visitor myself. I found her in the dining-room, and 
knew her at once. Never mind her name, but she belongs 
to a county family not a hundred miles from here. A beau- 
tiful woman she was then; but her face that day was quite 
distorted. 

** * For God's sake. Doctor,' she said, * is there any hope? ' 

"I was obliged to tell her there was none. 

"*Then I must see him,' she said. 

" I begged her to consider what she was asking. But she 
held me out a signet ring. Just like Godwin — wasn'tit — 
that sc»rt of Byronism, eh? 

""He sent me this,' she said, "an hour ago. It was agreed 
between us that if ever he sent that, I must come. If it 
were only myself I could bear it — a woman can bear any- 
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thing; but he'll die thinking I could n't come, thinking I 
did n't care — and I would give my life for him this minute!' 

"Now» a <^ring man's request is sacred. I told her she 
should see him. I made her follow me upstairs and wait 
outside his room. I promised to let her know if he recov- 
ered consciousness. I have never been thanked like that» 
before or since. 

''I went back into the bedroom. He was still unconscious 
and the terrier whining. In the next room a child was cry- 
ing — the very same young man we buried to-day. Mrs. 
Godwin was still standing by the bed. 

" *Have you sent her away?' 

'"Ihadtosay that Godwin really wished to see her. At 
that she broke out: — 

"*I won't have her here — the wretchl' 

**1 begged her to control herself, and remember that her 
husband was a dying man. 

" ' But I 'm his wife/ she said, and flew out of the xoom." 

The doctor paused, staring at the fire. He shrugged his 
shoulders, and went on: *'I'd have stopped her fury, if I 
could! A dying man is not the same as the live animal, 
that he must needs be wrangled over! And suffering's sa- 
cred, even to us doctors. I could hear their voices outside. 
Heaven knows what th^ said to each other. And there 
lay Godwin with his white face and his black hair — 
deathly still — fine-looking fellow he always was! Then I 
sawthat he was coming to! The women had begun again 
outside — first, the wife, sharp and scornful ; then the other, 
hushed and slow. I saw Grodwin lift his finger and point it 
at the door. I went out, and said to the women, 'Dr. God- 
wia wishes to see you; please control yourself! ' 

"We went back into the room. The wife followed. But 
Godwin had lost consciousness again. They sat down, 
those two, and hid their faces. I can see them now, one on 
each side of the bed, their eyes covered with their hands. 
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each with her daim on him, all murdered by the other's 
presence; each with her torn love, H'ml What they must 
have suffered, iheni And all the time, the child crying — 
the child of oneof them, that might have been the other's! '' 

The doctor was silent, and the old Director turned toward 
him his white-bearded, ruddy face, with a look as if he were 
groping in the dark. 

"Just then, I remember," the doctor went on suddenly, 
"the bells of St. Jude's dose by began to peal out for the 
finish of a wedding. That brought Godwin back to life. He 
just looked from one woman to the other with a queer, mis- 
erable sort of smile, enough to make your heart break. And 
they both looked at him. The face of the wife — poorthing 
— was as bitter hard as a cut stone, but she sat there, with- 
out ever stirring a finger. As for the other woman — I 
could n't look at her. He beckoned to me; but I could n't 
catch his words, the bells drowned them. A minute later he 
was dead. 

"Life's a funny thingi You wake in the morning with 
your foot firm on the ladder — One touch, and down you 
go! You snuff out like a candle. And it's lucky when your 
flame goes out, if only one woman's flame goes out too, 

"Neither of those women cried. The wife stayed there 
bythebed. I got the other one away to her carriage, down 
thestreet. — And so she was there to-day I That explains, 
I think, the look you saw." 

The doctor ceased; and in the silence the old Director 
nodded. Yes! That explained the look he had seen on the 
face of that unknown woman, the deep, unseizable, weird 
look. That explained the look he had seen on the wife's 
face at the funeral twenty years ago! 

And peering wistfully, he said: — 

" She looked — she looked — almost triumphant ! " 

Then, slowly, he rubbed his hands over his knees, with 
the secret craving of the old for warmth. 
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THREE COMMANDMENTS IN THE VULGAR 
TONGUE 

SIB GILBERT PABEEB 

'"Read on, Pierre," the sick man said, doubling a comer 
of the wolfskin pillow so that it shaded his face from the 
candle. 

Pierre smiled to himself, thinking of the unusual nature 
of his occupation, raised an eyebrow as if to someone sit- 
ting at the other side of the fire, — though the room was 
empty save for the two, — and went on reading: — 

** Woe to the muUUvde of many people^ which make a noise 
like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations^ that 
make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! 

^* The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: 
hut God shall rebuke them^ and they shaU flee far offy and shall 
be chased as the chaff of the mxmntains before {he windy and like 
a roUing thing before the whirlwind. 

**And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morning 
heisnot This is the portion of them that spoil u^y and (he lot 
of them that rob us.** 

The sick man put up his hand, motioning for silence, and 
Pierre, leaving tJie Bible open, laid it at his side. Then he 
fell to studying the figure on the couch. The body, though 
reduced by a sudden illness, had an appearance of late 
youth, a firnmess of mature manhood; but the hair was 
gray, the beard was grizzled, and the face was furrowed 
and seamed as though the man had lived a long, hard life. 
The body seemed thirty years old, the head sixty ; the man's 
exact age was forty-five. His most singular characteristic 
was a fine, almost spiritual intelligence, which showed in 
the dewy brightness of the eye, in the lighted face, in the 
cadenced definiteness of his speech. One would have said. 
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knowing nothing of him, that he was a hermit, but again, 
catching the rich, graceful outlines of his body, that he was 
a soldier; and thereupon would have come confusion, for 
the two things appeared so at variance. Within the past 
twenty-four hours he had had a fight for life with one of the 
terrible '* colds'* which, like an unstayed plague, close up 
the courses of the body, and carry a man out of the hurly- 
burly, without pause to say how much or how little he cares 
to go. 

Pierre, whose rude skill in medicine was got of hard ex- 
periences here and there, had helped him back into the 
world again, and was himself now a little astonished at act- 
ing as Scripture reader to a Protestant invalid. But the 
Bible was the Bible, after all, though it had not been a close 
companion of his for very many years. Still, it was like his 
childhood itself, always in his bones, and Old Testament 
history was like wine to his blood; it had primitive man, 
adventure, mysterious and exalted romance. These lofty 
tales sang in his veins, and so, with a rich interest, he had 
read for nearly an hour to Fawdor, who held this post of 
the Hudson's Bay G>mpany in the outer wilderness. He 
had arrived at the post three days before, to find a half- 
breed trapper and an Indian helpless before the sickness 
which was hurrying to dose on John Fawdor's heart and 
damp it in the vise of death. He had come just in time. 
He was now ready to learn, by what ways the future should 
show, why this man, of such unusual force and power, 
should have lived at a post in Labrador for twenty-five 
years. 

*^*This is the portion of them that spoil us^ and the lot of 
them thai rob us.* " Fawdor repeated the words slowly, and 
then said, *'It is good to be out of the world. Do you know 
the secret of life, Pierre? " 

Pierre's fingers imconsdously dropped on the Bible at 
his side, drumming the leaves. His eyes wandered oyer 
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Fawdor*s face, and presently he answered, ''To keep your 
own commandments." 

''The ten?" asked the sick man, pointmg to the Bible. 

Pierre's fingers closed the book. "Not tiie ten, for th^ 
do not fit all; but one by one to make your own, and never 
to break — comme gal** 

"The answer is good," returned Fawdor; "but what is 
the greatest commandment that a man can make for 
himself?" 

"Whocantell? What is the good of saying, 'Thou shalt 
keep holy the Sabbath day,' when a man lives where he 
does not know the days? What is the good of saying, 'Thou 
shalt not steal,' when a man has no heart to rob, and there 
is nothing to steal? But a man should have a heart, an eye 
for justice. It is good for him to make his commandments 
against that wherein he is a fool or has a devil. Justice — 
that is the thing." 

"'Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bor'?" asked Fawdor softly. 

" Yes, like that. But a man must put it in his own words, 
and keep the law which he makes. Then life does not give 
a bad taste in the mouth." 

"What commandments have you made for yourself, 
Pierre?" 

The slumbering fire in Pierre's face leaped up. He felt 
for an instant as his father, a chevalier of France, might 
have felt if a peasant had fingered the orders upon his 
breast. It touched his native pride, so little shown in any- 
thing else. But he knew how the question was meant, and 
the meaning justified the man. 

" Thou shaU think with the minds of twelve men, and the 
heart of one woman.** He paused. 

"Justice and merpy," said the voice from the bed. 

**Thou shalt, keep the faith of food and blanket.** Again 
Pierre paused. 
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^' And a man shall not need to fear his friend/' said the 
voice again. 

The pause was longer this time, and Pierre's cold, hand- 
some face took on a kind of softness before he said, **Rememr 
her thine own wife and her sorrow/* 

''It is a good commandment/' said the voice, ''to make 
all women safe, whether they be true — or foolish." 

"The strong should be ashamed to prey upon the weak. 
Pshaw! such a sport ends in nothing. Man only is man's 
game." 

Sudd^y Pierre added, "When you thought you were 
going to die, you gave me some papers and letters to take to 
Quebec. You will get well. Shall I give them back? Will 
you take them yourself?" 

Fawdor understood. Pierre wished to know his story. 
He reached out a hand, saying, "I will take them myself. 
You have not read them? " 

"No. I was not to read them till you died — bienf** He 
handed the packet over. 

"I will tell you the story," Fawdor said, turning over on 
his side, so that his face was full on Pierre. 

He did not begin at once.' An Esquimau dog, of the finest 
and yet wildest breed, stretched itself at the fire, opened its 
red eyes at the two men, and then, slowly rising, went to 
the door and sniffed at the cracks. Then it turned, and be- 
gan pacing around the room like a lion in its cage. Every 
little while it would stop, sniff the air, and go on again. 
Once or twice, also, as it passed the couch of the sick man, 
it paused, and at last it suddenly rose, rested two feet on 
the rude headboard of the couch, and pushed its nose against 
the invalid's head. There was something rarely savage and 
yet beautifully soft in the dog'sif ace, scarred as it was by 
the whips of earlier owners. The man's hand went up and 
caressed the wolfish head. "Grooddog, good AMm I "Faw- 
dor said softly in French. "Thou dost know when a storm 
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is on the way; thou dost know» too, when there is a storm 
in my heart.** 

Even as he spoke a wind came crying round the house, 
and the parchment windows gave forth a soft booming 
sound. Outside, nature, as it seemed, was trembling 
lightly in all its nerves, so that belated herons were dis- 
turbed from the freshly frozen pool, and on tardy wings 
swept away into the night and to the south; and a herd of 
wolves, trooping by the hut, passed from a short, easy trot 
to a low, long gallop, devouring, yet fearful too. It ap- 
peared as if the earth were trying to speak, and the speak- 
ing gave it pain, from which came awe and terror to living 
things. 

So, inside the house, also, Pierre almost shrank from the 
unknown sorrow of this man beside him, who was now, he 
knew, about to speak out of the mystery of life. The soli- 
tary places do not make men glib of tongue; rather, spare 
of words. They whose tragedy lies in the capacity to su£Fer 
greatly, being given the woe of imagination, bring forth 
inner history as a mother gasps life into this world. 

" I was only a boy of twenty-one,** Fawdor said from the 
pillow, as he watched the do^ noiselessly pacing from cor- 
ner to comer, ''and I had been with the Company three 
years. They had said that I could rise fast; I had done so. 
I was ambitious; yet I take comfort in thinking that I saw 
only one way to it — by patience, industry, and much 
thinking. I read a great deal, and cared for what I read; 
but I observed, also, that in dealing with men I might 
serve myself and the Company wisely. 

"One day the governor of the Company came from Eng- 
land, and with him his young niece — a sweet lady — • 
and her brother. They arranged for a tour to the Great 
Lakes, and I was chosen to go with them in command of 
the boatmen. It appeared as if a great chance had come to 
me, and so said the factor at Lachine on the morning we 
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set forth. The girl was as winsome as you can think; not of 
such wonderful beauty, but with a face that would be finer 
old than young; and a dainty trick of humor had she as welL 
The governor was a testy man; he could not bear to be 
crossed in a matter; yet» in spite of all» I did not think he 
had a willful hardness. It was a long journey, and we were 
set to our wits to make it always interesting; but we did it, 
somehow, for there were fishing and shooting, and adven- 
ture of one sort and another, and the lighter things, such as 
singing and the telling of tales as the boatmen rowed on 
the river. We talked of many things as we traveled, and I 
was glad to listen to the governor, for he had seen and read 
much. It was dear that he liked to have us hang upon his 
tales and his grand speeches, which seemed a little large in 
the mouth; and his nephew, who had a mind for raillery, 
was now and again guilty of some witty impertinence; but 
this was hard to bring home to him, for he had a fine child- 
like look when he pleased. Toward the last he grew bolder, 
and said many a biting thing both to the governor and my- 
self, which more than once turned his sister's face pale with 
apprehension, for she had a nice sense of politeness. When- 
ever the talk was at all general, it was his delight to turn 
one against the other. Though I was wary and the girl 
understood, at last he had his way. 

'^I knew Shakespeare and the Bible very well, and, like 
most bookish young men, phrase and motto were much on 
my tongue, though not always given forth. One evening, 
as we drew to the camp fire, a deer broke from the woods 
and ran straight through the little circle we were making, 
and disappeared in the bushes by the riverside. Someone 
ran for a rifle; but the governor forbade, adding with an air 
something with philosophical point. I, proud of the chance 
to show I was not a mere backwoodsman at such a 
game, capped the aphorism with a line from Shakespeare's 
*Cymbeline.* 
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"*Tut, tut!* said the governor smartly. * You have n't 
it well, Mr. Fawdor; it goes this way,' and he went on to 
set me right. His nephew at that stepped in, with a little 
disdainful laugh at me, and said something galling. I 
might have known better than to let it pique me, but I 
spoke up again that I was not wrong, yet, as I think, with 
somerespeet. It appeared to me all at once as if some prin- 
ciple were at stake, and I were the champion of our Shake- 
speare, so will vanity delude us. 

"The governor — I can see it as if it were yesterday — 
seemed to go Uke ice, for he mightily loved to be thought 
wise in all such things as well as in great business affairs, 
and his nephew was there to give an edge to the affair. He 
said» curtly, that I would probably come on better in the 
world if I were more exact and less cock-a-hoop with my- 
self. That stung me, for not only was the young lady look- 
ing on, as I thought, with a sort of superior pity, but her 
brother was saying something to himself with a provoking 
smile. I saw no reason why I should be treated like a school- 
boy. As far as my knowledge went it was as good as an- 
other man's, were he young or old, so I came in quickly 
with my reply. I said that his excellency should find me 
more cock-a-hoop with Shakespeare than with myself. 
* Well, well,' he answered, with a hardening look, * our Com- 
pany has need of great men for hard tasks.' To this I made 
no reply, for I got a warning look from the young lady — 
a look which had a sort of reproach, and command too. 
She knew the twists and turns of his temper, and how he 
was jealous in little things. The matter dropped for the 
time; but as the governor was going to his tent for the night, 
the young lady said to me hurriedly, ^My uncle is a man of 
great reading — and power, Mr. Fawdor. I would set it 
right with Idm, if I were you.' For the moment I was 
ashamed. You cannot guess how fine an eye she had, and 
how her voice stirred one! She said no more, but stepped 
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inside her tent; and then I heard the brother say, over my 
shoulder, 'O why should the spirit of mortal be proud!' 
Afterwards, with a little laugh and a backward wave of the 
hand, as one might toss a greeting to a beggar, he was gone, 
also. I was left alone." 

Fawdorpaused. The dog had lain down by the fire again, 
but its red eyes were blinking at the door, and now and 
again it growled softly, and the long hair at its mouth 
seemed to shiver with some feeling. Suddenly, there rang 
through the night a loud, barking cry. The dog's mouth 
opened in a noisdess snarl, showing its keen, long teeth, and 
a ridge of hair bristled on its back. But the two men made 
no sign or motion. The cry of wild-cats was no new thing 
to them. Then, too, it fitted in with the story, for Pierre 
felt that there was a misery of some kind on the way. 

Presently the other went on :*' I sat by the fia« and heard 
beasts howl like that, I listened to the river churning over 
the rapids below, and I felt all at once a loneliness that 
turned me sick. There were three people in a tent near me; 
I could even hear the governor's breathing; but I appeared 
to have no part in the life of any human being, as if I were 
a kind of outlaw of God and man. I was poor; I had no 
friends; I was at the mercy of this great Company ; if I died, 
there was not a human being who, so far as I knew, would 
shed a tear. Well, you see I was only a boy, and I suppose 
it was the spirit of youth hungering for the huge, active 
world, and the society of men who had also the fever of am- 
bition. There is no one so lonely as the young dreamer on 
the brink of life. 

*' I was lying by the fire. It was not a cold night, and that 
was why, when not knowing, I fell asleep at last without 
covering. I did not wake till morning, and then it was to 
find the governor's nephew building up the fire again. 
'Those who are bom great,' he said, 'are bound to rise.' 
But perhaps he saw that I had had a bad night, and felt 
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that he had gone far enough, for he presently said, in a tone 
I liked, ^Take my advice, Mr. Fawdor; make it right with 
my uncle. It is n't so fast rising in the Company that you 
can afford to quarrel with its governor. I'd go on the other 
tack: don't be too honest.' I thanked him, and no more was 
said; but I liked him better, for I saw that he was one of 
those who take pleasure in dropping nettles more to see the 
weakness of human nature than from malice. 

**But my good fortune had got a twist, and it was not to 
be straightened that day; and because it was not straight- 
ened then it was not to be at all, for at five o'clock we came 
to the post at Lachine, and here the go vemor and the others 
weretostop. During all the day I had waited for my chance 
to say a word of apology to his excellency, but it was no 
use; nothing seemed to help me, for he was busy with his 
papers and notes, and I also had to finish up my reports. 
The hours went by, and I saw my chances drift past. I 
knew that the governor held the thing against me, and not 
the less because he saw me more than once that day in 
speech with his niece; for she appeared anxious to cheer me, 
and indeed I think, I know, that we might have got to be 
excellent friends, had our ways run together; and she could 
have been my friend without shame to herself, for I had 
come of an old family in Scotland, the Sheplaws of Canfire, 
which she knew, as did the governor too, was a more an- 
cient family than his own. Yet her kindness that day worked 
me no good, and I went far to make it worse, since, under 
the spell of her gentleness, I looked at her far from distantly, 
and at the last, as she was getting from the boat, returned 
the pressure of her hand with much interest. I suppose 
something of the pride of that moment leaped up in my 
eye, for I saw the governor's face harden a little more, and 
the brother shrugged a shoulder. I was too young to see or 
know that the chief thing in the girl's mind was regret that 
I had hurt my chances so; for she knew, as I saw only too 
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well afterwards, that I might have been rewarded with a 
leaping promotion in honor of the success of the journey. 
But though the boatmen got a gift of money and tobacco 
and spirits, nothing came to me save the formal thanks of 
the governor, as he bowed me from his presence. Of course 
he would not offer me money, for I was an officer of the 
Company, but there were other ways. 

''The nephew came to me with his sister, and so there 
was little said between her and me, and it was a long, long 
time before she knew the end of that day's business. But 
the brother said, 'You've let the chance go by, Mr. Faw- 
dor. Better luck next time, eh? And,' he went on, 'I'd give 
a hundred editions the lie, but I'd read the text according 
to my chief officer. The words of a king are always wise 
while his head is on/ declared he further, and he drew from 
his scarf a pin of pearls and handed it to me. 'Will you 
wear that for me, Mr. Fawdor?' he asked; and I, who had 
thought him but a stripling with a saucy pride, grasped his 
hand and said a Gk>d-keep-you. It does me good now to 
think I said it, for reasons of which I will tell you by and by. 
I did not see him or his sister again. 

"The next day was Sunday. About two o'clock I was sent 
for by the governor. When I got to the post and was ad- 
mitted to him, I saw that my misadventure was not over. 
'Mr. Fawdor,' said he coldly, spreading out a map on the 
table before him, 'you will start at once for Fort Ungava, 
at Ungava Bay, in Labrador.' I felt my heart stand still for 
a moment, and then surge up and down, like a piston rod 
under a sudden rush of steam. 'You will proceed now,' he 
went on, in his hard voice, 'as far as the village of Pont 
Croix. There you will find three Indians awaiting you. 
You will go on with them as far as Point St. Saviour and 
camp for the night, for if the Indians remain in the village 
they may get drunk. The next morning, at sunrise, you 
will move on. The Indians know the trail across Labrador 
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to Fort Ungava. When you reach there, you will take com- 
mand of the post and remain till further orders. Your 
clothes are already at the village. I ha ve had them packed, 
and you will find there also what is neoessaiy for the jomv 
ney. The factor at Ungava was there ten years; he has 
gone — to heaven/ 

"'I cannot tell what it was that held my tongue silent, 
that made me only bow my head and press my lips to- 
gether. I knew I was pale, for as I turned to leave the room 
I caught sight of my face in a little mirror tacked on the 
door, and I hardly recognized myself. 

"* Good-day, Mr. Fawdor,' said the governor, handing 
methemap. 'There is some brandy in your stores; be care- 
ful that, none of your Indians get it. If they try to desert, 
you know what to do. Good-day.' Then he turned, and 
began to speak with the factor. 

''For me, I went from that room like a man condemned 
to die. Fort Ungava in Labrador — a thousand miles 
away, over a barren, savage country, and in winter, too; 
for it would be winter there immediately. It was an exile 
to Siberia, and far worse than Siberia; for there are many 
exiles there, and I was likely to be the only white man at 
Fort Ungava. As I passed from the door of the post, the 
words of Shakespeare which had brought all this about sang 
in my ears." 

" Thou shaU judge wUh {he minds of twehe meuy and ihe 
heart of one vxmian" said Pierre softly. 

"The journey to the village of Pont Croix was that of a 
man walking over graves. Every step sent a pang to my 
heart — a boy of twenty-one, grown old in a moment. It 
was not that I was a little lame from a hurt got on the ex- 
pedition with the governor, but my whole life seemed sud- 
denly lamed, and I did not think of the physical pains be- 
fore me in my exile. Why did I go? Ah, you do not know 
how discipline gets into a man's bones — the pride, the 
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indignant pride of obedience. At that hour I swore that I 
should myself be the governor of that G>nipaiiy one day — 
the boast of loud-hearted youth. I had angry visions, I 
dreamed absurd dreams, but I did not think of disob^ring. 
It was an unheard-of journey at such a time, but I swore 
that I would do it, that it should go into the records of the 
Company. 

""I reached the village, found the Indians, and at once 
moved on to the settlement where we were to stay that 
night. Then my knee began to pain me. I feared inflam- 
mation, so in the dead of night I walked back to the village, 
roused a trader of the G)mpany, got some liniment and 
other trifles, and arrived again at St. Saviour before dawn. 
My few clothes and necessaries came in the course of the 
morning, and at noon we started on the path to exile. 

"I remember that we came to a lofty point on the St. 
Lawrence just before we plunged into the woods, to see the 
great stream no more. I stood and looked back up the river 
toward the point where Lachine lay . All that went to make 
the life of a Company's man possible was there; and there, 
too, were those with whom I had tented and traveled for 
three long months — eaten with them, cared for them, used 
up for them all the woodcraft that I knew. I ^X)uld not 
think that it would be a young man's lifetime before I set 
eyes on that scene again. Never from that day to this have 
I seen the broad, sweet river where I spent the three hap- 
piest years of my life. I can see now the tall, shining heights 
of Quebec, the pretty, wooded Island of Orleans, the wind- 
ing chamiel, so deep, so strong. T^e sun was three fourths 
of its way down in the west, and already the sky was taking 
on the deep red and purple of autumn. Somehow, the thing 
that struck me most in the scene was a bunch of pines, sol- 
emn and quiet, their tops burnished by the afternoon light. 
I keep that dear yet, for it seemed so like my life, with the 
last light of my young day shining on my side heart. Tears 
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would have been easy then. But my anger would not let 
me. Besides, there were my Indians waiting, and the long 
joum^ must be begun. Then, perhaps because there was 
none nearer to make farewell to, or I know not why, I 
waved my hand toward the village of Lachine, and, with 
the sweet maid in my mind who had so gently parted from 
me yesterday, I said, * Good-bye, and God bless you.*** 

He paused. Pierre handed him a wooden cup, from which 
he drank, and then he continued: — 

''The journey went forward. You have seen the country. 
You know what it is: those bare ice-plains and rocky un- 
f enced fields stretching to all points, tibe heaving wastes of 
treeless country, the harsh frozen lakes. God knows what 
insupportable horror would have settled on me in that pil- 
grimage had it not been for occasional glimpses of a gentler 
life, for the deer and caribou which crossed our path. Upon 
my soul, I was so full of gratitude and love at the sight that 
I could have thrown my arms round their necks and kissed 
them. I could not raise a gun at them. My Indians did 
that, and so inconstant is the human heart that I ate heart- 
ily of the meat. My Indians were almost less companion- 
able to me than any animal would have been. T^ as I 
would, I could not bring myself to like them, and I feared 
only too truly that they did not like me. Indeed, I soon 
saw that they meant to desert me — kill me, i)erhaps, if 
they could, although I trusted in the wholesome fear which 
the Indian has of the Hudson's Bay Company. I was i9.ot 
sure that they were guiding me right, and I had to threaten 
death if th^ tried to mislead me or desert me — went so 
far, indeed, as to trifle with the trigger of my pistol. My 
knee at times was painful, and cold, hunger, and incessant 
watchfulness wore on me vastly. Yet I did not yield to my 
miseries, for I am of Scotch blood, and there entered into 
me then not only the spirit of endurance, but something 
of that sacred pride in suffering which was the merit of 
my Covenanting forefathers. 
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*'We were four months on that bitter travd, and I do 
not know how it could have been made at all had it not 
been for the deer that I had heart to eat, and none to kill. 
The days got shorter and shorter, and we were sometimes 
eighteen hours in absolute dai^kne^. Thus you can imagine 
how slowly we went. Thank God, we could sleep, hid away 
in our fur bags, more often without a fire than with one — 
mere mmnmies stretched out on a vast coverlet of white, 
with the peering, unfriendly sky above us; though it must 
be said that through all those many weeks no cloud i)erched 
in the zenith. When there was light there was sun, and the 
courage of it entered into our bones, helping to save us. 
You may think me made feeble-minded by my sufferings, 
but I tell you plainly that, in the closing days of our jour- 
ney , I used to see a tall figure walking beside me, who, when- 
ever I would have spoken to him, laid a finger on his hps; 
but when I would have fallen, he spoke to me, always in the 
same words. You have heard of him, the Scarlet Hunter of 
the Kimash Hills. It was he, the Wanderer, the Sentinel of 
the North, the Lover of the Lost. So deep did his words go 
into my heart that they have remained with me to this hour.'' 

'*I saw him once in the White Valley," Pierre said, in a 
low voice. "What was it he said to you?" 

The other drew a long breath, and a kindly smile rested 
on his lips. Then, slowly, as though liking to linger over 
them, he repeated the words of the Scarlet Hunter:— 

'VO Son of man, behold! 
If thou shouldst Btmnble on the nameless trail. 
The trail that no man rides. 
Lift up thy heart. 
Behold, O Son of man, thou hast a helper near! 

"'O Son of man, toke heed! 
If thou shouldst fall upon the vacant plain. 
The plain that no man loves. 
Reach out thy hand. 
Take heed, O Son of man, strength shall be given thee! 
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*"0 Son of man, give ear! 
If thou shouldst faint, the flesh fail on thy bones* 
The bones which God set up. 
Be not o*eroome. 
Give ear» O Son of man, a Hunter brings thee food! 

'"O Son of man, rejoice! 
If thou art blinded even at the door. 
The door of the Safe Tent, 
Sing in thy heart. 
Rejoice, O Son of man, thy pilot leads thee in! ' 

** I never seemed to be alone after that — call it what you 
will, fancy or ddirium. My head was so light that it ap- 
peared to spin like a star, and my feet were so heavy that 
I dragged the whole earth after me. My Indians seldom 
spoke. I never let them drop behind me, for I did not know 
what the end might be. But in the end, as it would seem, 
th^ also had but one thought, and that to reach Fort Un- 
gava; for there was no food left, none at all. We saw no 
tribes of Indians and no Esquimaux, for we had not passed 
in their line of travel or settlement. 

"At last I used to dream that birds were singing near me 
— a soft, delicate whirlwind of sound; and then bells all 
like muffled silver rang through the aching, sweet air. Bits 
of prayer and poetry I learned when a boy flashed through 
my mind; equations in algebra; the tingling scream of a 
great buzz-saw; the breath of a racer as he nears the post 
under the crying whip; my own voice dropping loud pro- 
fanity, heard as a lad from a blind ferryman; the boom! 
boomi of a mass of logs as tb^ struck a house on a flooding 
river and carried it away. • • • 

'*Qne day we reached the end. It was near evening, and 
we came to the top of a wooded knoll. My eyes were danc- 
ing with weakness in my head, but I could see below us, on 
the edge of the great bay, a large hut, and near it Esqui- 
maux lodges and Indian tepees. It wasthe fort, my Siberia/' 

He paused. The dog had been watching him with its 
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flamiTig eyes; now it gave a low growl, as though it under- 
stood what had been said, and pitied the man. Intheinter- 
val of silence the storm without broke. The trees began to 
quake and cry, the light snow to beat upon the parchment 
windows, and the chimney to splutter and moan. Presently, 
out on the bay they could hear the young ice break and 
come scraping up the shore. Fawdor listened awhile, and 
then went on, waving his hand to the door as he began: 
'"Think! this, and like that, always.'* 

"Ever since?" asked Pierre. 

"AU the time." 

"Why did you not go back?** 

"I was to wait for orders, and they never came.'* 

"You were a free man, not a slave.'* 

"The human heart has pride. At first, as when I left the 
governor at Lachine, I said, 'I will never speak, I will never 
ask nor bend the knee. He has the power to oppress; I can 
obey without whining — as fine a man as he.'" 

"Did you not hate?" 

"Atfiirst, as only a banished man can hate. I knew that 
if all had gone well I should be a man high up in the G>m- 
pany, and here I was, living like a dog in the porch of the 
world, sometimes without food for months, save frozen fish; 
and for two years I was in a place where we had no fire — 
Uved in a snow-house, with only blubber to eat. And so 
year after year — no word!" 

" There came the mail once every year from the world? '* 

"Yes, once a year the door of the world was opened. A 
ship came into the bay, and by that ship I sent out my re- 
ports. But no word came from the governor, and no request 
from me. Once the captain of that ship took me by the 
shoulders, and said, 'Fawdor, man, this will drive you mad. 
Come away to England, — leave your half-breed in charge, 
— and ask the governor for a big promotion.* He did not 
understand. Of course, I said I could not go. Then he 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 THREE COMMANDMENTS IN 

turned on me» — he was a good man, — and said, * This will 
either drive you mad or make you a saint, Fawdor.* He 
drew a Bible from his pocket. *I've used it twenty years/ 
he said, 'in evil and out of evil, and I've spiked it here and 
there; it's a chart for heavy seas, and may you find it so, 
my lad/ 

"'I said little then; but when I saw the sails of his ship 
round a cape and vanish, all my pride and strength were 
broken up, and I came in a heap to the ground, weeping like 
a child. But the change did not come all at once. There 
were two things that kept me hard." 

"The girl?" 

''The girl, and another. But of the young lady after. I 
had a half-breed whose life I had saved. I was kind to him 
always; gave him as good to eat and drink as I had myself; 
divided my tobacco with him; loved him as only an exile 
can love a comrade. He conspired with the Indians to seize 
the fort and stores, and kill me if I resisted. I found it out." 

" Thou shalt keep the faith of food and blanket,** said Pierre. 
"What did you do with him?" 

' ' The fault was not his so much as of his race, the mongrel 
thing. I had loved him. I sent him away. He never came 
back." 

^ Thou ahaU judge wUh (he minds of twdve men, and the 
heart of one vxmum" 

"For the girl. There was the thing that clamped my 
heart. Never a word from her or her brother. Surely they 
knew, and yet never, I thought, a word from them to the 
governor. They had forgotten — the faith of food and blan- 
ket. Andshe — she must have seen that I could have wor- 
shiped her, had we been in the same way of life. Before the 
better days came to me I was hard against her, hard and 
rough at heart." 

**Rem,ember the sorrow cf thine oum wife** Pierre's voice 
was gentle. 
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" Truly , to think hai^y of no woman shoiild be always in 
a man's heart. But I have known only one woman of my 
race in twenty-five years!" 

"And as time went on?" 

" As time went on, and no word came» I ceased to look for 
it. But I followed that chart spiked with the captun's pen- 
cil, as he had done it in season and out of season, and by 
and by I ceased to look for any word. I even became recon- 
ciled to my life. The ambitious and aching cares of the 
world dropped f ^m me, and I stood above all — alone in 
my suffering, yet not yielding. Loneliness is a terrible 
thing. Under it a man" - — 

"Goes mad or becomes a saint — asaint!" Pierre's voice 
suggested which he saw before him. 

Fawdor shook his head, smiling softly. "Ah, no, no. 
But I began to understand the world, and I loved the north, 
the beautiful hard north!" 

"But there is more?" 

"Yes, the end of it all. Three days before you came I got 
a packet of letters, not by the usual yearly mail. One an- 
nounced that the governor was dead. Another — " 

"Another?" urged Pierre. 

" — was from — her. She said that her brother, on the 
day she wrote, had by chance come across my name, and 
found that I had been here a quarter of a centiny . It was 
the letter of a good woman. She said she thought the gov- 
ernor had forgotten that he had sent me here — as now I 
hope he had, for that would be one thing less for him to 
think of when he set out on the journey where the only 
weight man carries is the packload of his sins. She also said 
that she had written to me twice after we parted at Lachine, 
but had never heard a word, and three years after she had 
gone to India. The letters were lost, I suppose, on the way 
to me, somehow — who can tell? Then came another thing, 
so strange, so like the laughter of the angels at us. These 
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were her words: *And, dear Mr. Fawdor, you were both 
wrong in that quotation, as you no doubt discovered long 
ago/ Then she gave me the sentence as it is in 'CymbeUne/ 
She was right, quite right. We wer^ both wrong. Never till 
her letter came had I looked to see. How vain, how uncer- 
tain and fallible, is man! '* ^ 

Pierre dropped his cigarette, and stared at Fawdor. 
"The knowledge of books is foolery," he said slowly. 
" Man is the only book of life. Go on, go on." 

"There was another letter, from the brother, who was 
now high up in the Company, asking me to come to Eng- 
land, and saying that they wished to promote me far, and 
that he and his sister, with their f amiUes, would be glad to 
see me." 

"She was married, then?" 

The rashness of the suggestion made Fawdor wave his 
hand impatiently. He would not reply to it, but he said, 
"I was struck down with all the news. I wandered like a 
child out into a mad storm. lUness-came; then you, who 
have nursed me back to life. . . . And now I have told all." 

"Not all, bien sur. What will you do?" 

" I am out of the world; why tempt it all again? See how 
those twenty-five years were twisted by a boy's vanity and 
a man's tyranny 1" 

" But what will you do? " persisted Pierre. " You should 
see the faces of women and children again. No man can 
hve without that sight, even as a saint." 

Suddenly Fawdor's face was shot over with a storm of 
feeling. He took Pierre's hand, and after a moment, " I will 
go," he said. "There is a line in that Book — " He pointed 
to the Bible. 

Pierre's fingers flashed out, and he interrupted. "Not 
from any book, but from your own life! " he cried. 

Fawdor paused; then, raising himself on his elbow, he 
said, " Not from the Book, then, nor from my life, but from 
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yours. * Judge with the minds of twelve men, and the heart 
of one woman/ So I will go into the world." 

Then he turned his face to the wall. Soon the storm 
ceased, the wild dog huddled on the hearth, and, save for 
IHerre stirring the fire, Fawdor's peaceful breathing was the 
only sound. 
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ABTHUB BUBSELL TATIOB 

**Agooi>-lookeb and a high-hooker!" This was the ver- 
dict of Mr. Squem upon Miss Cynthia Browne. 

Professor William Emory Browne had been asked down 
to the oomitiy-house of his widower brother, on the ocean, 
to dine and stay the night, and his niece had written him to 
bring anyone he liked. 

The professor had at once thought of Mr. Squem, travel- 
ing representative of the Mercury Rubber-Tire G)mpany, 
to whom he was indebted for services open-handedly ren- 
dered in a pinch — a railway accident.^ "Just the way to 
recognize him,'' thought the professor, and was rather com- 
fortable. Indeed, reflecting upon the opportunity thus 
opened to Mr. Squem, he almost glowed. Behind was the 
feeling — a bit zestful — that in this way he would be ex- 
hibitingto his brother's household a unique andquite amus- 
ing person — providing the party with an experience. A 
singular blend of motives, which Mr. Squem could not pos- 
sibly have understood. 

Professor Browne's brother had come into the world and 
lived in the world with just one object — to make a million 
dollars. This he had done, and thero seemed nothing more 
to say. Yes, one thing more : he had fathered Cynthia, now 
a girl of twenty-two, with the ghost of a soul-starved 
mother — who, in conunon with everything else, had stood 
aside for the million dollars — looking out of her eyes. 
The brother, the brother's daughter, and a Mr. Dudley 
Ledgerwood were the people whom Professor Browne in- 
vited Mr. Squem to the country-house to meet — and to 
amuse. 

^ See AUanHe Narratives, First Series, p. 388. 
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Mr. Squem arrived in state, bearing a large suit-case and 
a hat-box, the latter's maiden appearance, though it had 
been a treasured possession for five years. The house and 
its scale impressed him, and particularly a fountain, — 
copy of Verrocchio*s Boy with the Dolphin, — well placed 
before the main entrance; but he could not help feeling a 
certain bareness, not to say meagreness, in the room to 
which he was conducted by the very correct maid. True, 
Tony*s Seven Chair Sanitary Shaving Parlor was not more 
immaculate, and if he knew a good bed, there it was; but 
the room lacked in color-warmth, — Mr. Squem thought of 
his own green carpet and red walls, — there were but three 
wall pictures, and they, most unstriking, and the mantel 
was destitute of such decorative bric-&-brac, picked up at 
Atlantic City and elsewhere, as the guest loved. Mr. Squem 
noted these limitations, then adjured himself to *'quit 
knocking,'' and proceeded to dress for dinner. He was the 
only one who did, the butler excepted, the three other gen- 
tlemen being in hght summer clothes. 

Miss Cynthia greeted him with frank cordiality; rarely 
had his " pleased to meet you " received so warming a come- 
back. She was a thoroughbred — her features, her carriage, 
her total persuaded Mr. Squem of that. Yes, a thorough- 
bred — a good-looker and a high-hooker! Her father came 
out of his million-dollar grave long enough to assure the 
visitor that he was welcome, and then ceased to exist, and 
Mr. Dudley Ledgerwood bowed faintly, looking over Mr. 
Squem's head. 

This Mr. Ledgerwood was a life-weary person of thirty- 
five, with the bored expression of one permanently waiting 
for a train. He seemed chronically tired, but not so tired 
as certain who encountered him. He had trained a really 
capable mind upon things which he was certain were af- 
fected by very few. He wrote — always from a quite Olym- 
pian standpoint — occasional reviews of books for maga- 
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zines of limited circulation, and was suspected of having 
dark designs upon a book of his own. He was bare of any 
convictions, their place being taken by a passion for being 

— different. So his lifewentondissatisfiedly sniffing things. 
His thoughts were not intentionally other people's thoughts, 
or his ways, where he could help it, their ways. A mysteri- 
ous providence had given him considerable money. 

The dinner struck Mr. Squem as an all-right thing and 
function, although simpler than at some hotels he knew, 
and he wondered a bit that there was no orchestra. They 
had scarcely finished the soup before Professor Browne, 
thinking it time for the entertainment to begin, remarked, — 

'"Mr. Squem, though an active man of affairs, is no 
stranger to hberal culture. Perhaps he will tell you about 
his Universal History." 

"No good,** said Mr. Squem with decision; **no good! 
You see," — he frankly took in the company, — "I only 
got as far as the §ixth grade — and you know you feel that 
when you begin to shuck the day coach for the Pullman 
and have your clothes built for you and hang out at f our- 
per hotels. You siu« do. Something is n*t there. I felt it 
after I got to giving sixty straight for a sack-suit, and after 
I got my car. — some car, believe mel Well, I was telling 
the professor here how maybe I could put it there — the 
thing that wasn't — by chewing up a thirty-five dollar 
Universal History I bought — something elegant and classy. 
But it was no go — no go. I want to tell you I lit into that 
thing for fair — loaded up on the pyramids and the Monroe 
Doctrine and radium and a lot of other things. But it did 
n't put over what was n't there, — not one httle bit, — 
and I kept on getting up against people who made me feel 
it. So I say it was no good, — relish an olive. Miss Browne? 

— I give it to the Home for the Friendless." 
"Lamentoblel" said Mr. Ledgerwood. "Really—" 

A diversion came at this point, the punctilious butler for 
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the first recorded time spilling something. It was mush- 
room sauce: and a very little trickled down the left and right 
arms of Mr. Squem and Mr. Ledgerwood, seated side by 
side. The latter bent upon the man a look which might 
have penetrated armor-plate. He was extremely irritated 
and let it be seen. Not so Mr. Squem. 

"Whoa, George!'* — he beamed reassuringly upon the 
unhappy butler. "I'm no Lillian Russdl. No milk-baths 
forme!" 

Miss Cynthia instantly covered up. 

"So sorry," she said, "so very sorry!" And then hur- 
riedly, "Oh, I do so thank you, Mr. Ledgerwood, for the 
picture — my note was the poorest thing. Will you try to 
know what a satisfaction it is, and what a prize to own? 
I'm going to have it brought — my uncle must see it. 
You'll envy me," she added to Professor Browne. 

Then there was borne in, and placed for all to see, such a 
painting as Mr. Squem had never in all his days, outside a 
junk-shop, beheld; a copy of the Recanati Annunciation of 
Lorenzo Lotto; exceedingly old and dingy, and with blis- 
ters here and there — a fearful wreck, in a woefully tar- 
nished frame! Why was it there? 

"Well enough," said Mr. Ledgerwood with languor, as 
candles were shifted here and there before the canvas, " and 
by way of being early — fairly early. Of course, it's been 
'comforted' a bit. The vehicle is reasonably dear, with 
something of the original's subtle qualities of tint." (Hehad 
cribbed this phrasing from Mr. Berenson.) "The lights 
and shadows, too, are treated with — ah., genuine science, 
as there. Does the cat here at all suggest the lion of the 
Hamburg St. Jerome, Professor Browne?" 

Professor Browne was — as Mr. Ledgerwood devoutly 
hoped would be the case — unable to say, and further con- 
versation permitted a display of impressive connoisseur- 
ship — worth giving a picture for any day. At length the 
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professor turned to the silent and still astonished Mr. 
Squem. 

"What do you think of the picture?" he asked. "How 
does it appeal to you?** 

What Mr. Squein really thought* and what he had for 
some moments been affirming to himself, was that the whole 
thing was enough to make a man swallow his tonsils. What 
he said, surveying the cat affrighted at the angel, was, — 

" Some scared pussy! '* 

A silence followed, which at length pricked him to a sense 
of his guest's duty. "Just been out to Denver," he said, 
"over the Q. First time in years. It's a spry burg, and no 
shrinking violet, either. Something happened to me there 
once." 

"Tell us about it," urged Professor Browne with ring- 
master's readiness. 

"Well, you see, it was this way — no spinach for me, 
thanks. I was on my first long trip. Had n't been west of 
Pittsburghbefore,andInever hopefor a ride like that again. 
Gee! those brushballs rolling over the prairie — hundreds 
and hundreds of 'em, rolling and rolling! Spookish things. 
And the wooden-toothpick fence-posts — miles and miles 
of them. Then old Pike's looming up, not twenty minutes 
off, you'd bet; near enough to spit on, you'd say, but stay- 
ing there, just staying there, for hours! A Denver man in 
the seat ahead says, * I thotighi it would make your jaw drop 
on your wishbone' — and he was right. It was great! " 

"Hflpc olim,*^ volimteered Mr. Ledgerwood, with a touch 
of chill. 

"We did n't stop at that place," said Mr. Squem. "It 
was an express. Well, I went into the diner an hour this 
side of Denver, — anything I can reach you, Mr. Browne? 
— and when I'd squared for my meal, do you know, I had 
just sixty-seven cents left? Sixty-seven cents — and I did 
n't know a soul in Colorado — not a soul! Figured I'd be 
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about three days too soon to find a draft from the house, 
and my only baggage was one of these bird-size grips. Well, 
I took a hack at the station for White's Palace Hotel, — it 
hurt me fifty cents, — and I stood up at the green-marble 
counter and hancocked the register and asked for my mail. 
Nothing doing, as I supposed. No mail. So there I was, a 
right smart from home, as they say in Baltimore, with 
nothing I could put up for my board and nobody in the 
state I could strike for a dollar. They'd had an awful pest 
of hotel dead-beats, too, with smooth stories, just before — 
and me there, with seventeen cents! '* 

"What a situation!" said Miss Browne. "But surely 
there was the telegraph? ** 

" Nobody was takiQg any chances on collect-wires East," 
said Mr. Squem. "They'd as soon set up mileage to Chi- 
cago. That would have meant a swift kick. As I said, 
others had been there before me, and some of them were 
doing time right then." 

"What did you do?" Miss Cynthia was keen with the 
question. 

"I went and bought a shave," said Mr. Squem. "I 
needed it. While the mahogany brother was mowing me, — 
it was a tonsorial parlor I was in, not a shop, — he says, 
* You need a haircut,' and I says, *I need the pricey* — and 
told him all about it. *Why,' he says, *you look good to 
me. Have the hair-cut, and this shave, too, on the place, 
till you get your letter. Sure, that's all right.'" 

Mr. Squem fingered his demi-tasse a moment, then said 
slowly, — 

"That coon was sure an answer to prayer; I toaa up 
against it. He'll never know what he did for me, but I've 
never forgot him. I've been giving tWCTity-five a year to 
Shiloh Baptist Church ever since. Well, I had the hair-cut 
and a sea-foam, too, and got out of the chair and let him 
chalk it up." 
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Miss Cynthia's eyes snapped. 

""Then," continued Mr. Squem, ''I walked straight up 
to the hotel desk, as independent as a hog on ioe» — excuse 
me. Miss Browne, — and says to the lady-cashier, *Ten 
dollars, please, and charge to Boom 17/ " 

"Aplomb!" interjected Mr. Ledgerwood. 

** No, not a plum," said Mr. Squem, " a peach. She was a 
peach. She pushed the ten right across. Seemed kind of 
sorry I had n't made it ten more. I did, two days later, and 
it came just as easy. She sensed the confidence in me, see? 
— the ginger that barber put there. I never could have done 
itwithouthim. In the fourth day my draft came and I was 
on Ea^ Street." 

Mr. Ledgerwood had not enjoyed this narrative in the 
least, and the less because Miss Cynthia evidently had. 
She was not merely amused; she was positively — it seemed 
to him almost admiringly — interested. Said he, with an 
access of sourness, — 

^^Chacun k son goftt. Traveling about in that happy- 
go-lucky way — with insufficient funds — smells of the 
canaiUe. It has a suggestion of vagrancy." 

" You mean I was going too short? " inquired Mr. Squem 
innocently. "Well, just that morning I'd had a twenty- 
dollar yellow-back pinned to my undershirt, — excuse me. 
Miss Browne, — but I met a man on the train, — selling 
on conunission he was, and business had been bum, — 
who 'd been wired to come home to a mighty sickkid, and he 
had n't the money to get there. His mileage was out and 
he was going to be put ofiF. So I had to unpin the twenty." 

Miss Cynthia leaned forward. " That was dear of you ! " 
she said impulsively. 

Mr. Squem looked puzzled. "Had to do it, of course," 
he said. "Anybody would." 

As the party rose from the table, he left a silver dollar at 
his place. He thought it might be helpful to the other man 
in evening clothes. 
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There were two hours on the porch in the summer-night 
quiet» to the accompaniment of some excellent cigars of Mr. 
Squem's providing. He had brought them along and in- 
sisted that they be tried. "Yours are no good," he jocu- 
larly informed the host. Professor Browne made some 
furth^ effort to display his prot£g6, but Mr. Squem had 
noticed that the master of the house was treated as a sort of 
necessary furmture, and» to the astonishment of the other 
two men, actually succeeded in thawing him out and getting 
him alive. It was a great surprise, and infinitely warming 
to Professor Browne's brother; and to Miss C3mthia it 
seemed a kind of beautiful miracle. She could not rem^n-. 
ber when she had seen her father's eyes light up or heard 
him laugh, and it made a catch in her throat. 

As the evening wore on, she sat down at the piano in the 
open-doored room and began to play. Mr. Ledgerwood and 
Professor Browne continued an earnest discussion of some 
problem connected with Renaissance Art, but Mr. Squem 
fell silent before the music stealing to theporch from within. 
It was of a type unfamiliar to him, and he was sure it 
would not whistle. Under other conditions, it is doubtful if 
he could have held it music at all; but there was something 
in it, as things were, which strangely moved him, and there 
was an effect and a concord within, which, as it was not 
maimed by any attempted expression, made the spindling 
spiritual experience of Dudley Ledgerwood show as mock- 
ery indeed. 

Mr. Squem sat on the edge of his bed in the twelve-dollar 
silk pajamas which he had bought expressly for this occa- 
sion, and, as he preluded sleep with a cigarette, thought 
about the stage of the evening and the persons of the play. 

" Some swell shack," he soliloquiised. " That big hall, — 
and the kid in the front yard squeezing the mackerel, — 
such things cost real money. But then, no dress^suits; and 
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that ratty old picture — of all the cold gravy! — That 
man with the cocoanut whiskers,'' — thus he recalled Mr. 
Ledgerwood» — "he*s some sour brother, but tfeen he's 
sick. That's easy; he's a sick man. Prof^»or Browne is 
the best ever. Let me do all the talking and hugged the 
wall; took a back-seat himself. George, / got to do more 
of that! That brother of his, poor duffer! All he needs is 
somebody to fuss over him and wake him up. Miss Cyn- 
thia! " — he hesitated, unwilling now to apply the compli- 
mentary phrase of some hours before. *' All to the good," 
he sighed, and the music that would n't whistle was back 
with him. He surveyed himself at full length in a mirror 
door. "It is n't there," he said, "not there!" 

In another part of the house the butler showed a maid 
the silver dollar, which some way seemed to him more than 
money — seemed to have properties lacking in money. 

"He is n't a gentleman," he said; "of course, not at aU a 
gentleman. But he's all right — allrightr* 

In the drawing-room Miss C3mthia addressed Mr. Led- 
gerwood. "Oh, I know," she said, "anyone would say I was 
impossible if I were put in a stoiy — or ebe that I'm one of 
the kind who run away with the chauffeur. But I've met a 
gentleman at last, — I don't care what you say, — a gen- 
tleman at last. You remember in The Flight of the Duchess^ 

*' So all that the old Dukes had been without knowing it. 
This Duke would fain know that he was^ without being it. 

I've been thinking of that all the evening. Don't you see 

— can't you see, Mr. Ledgerwood — that we ' ve had some- 
thing reed here to-night — that one of the old Dukes has 
been here? No one can be a gentleman and feel being so. 
I 've known the kind who feel being so. Mr. Squem doesn't 

— and he's a gentleman! " 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE SKELETON IN MY CLOSET 

JOHN D. LONG 

In the summer of 1861 1 was obliged to ask my parishion- 
ers to give me an extended leave of absence. My health 
was impaired; my wife» who had already begun to exhibit 
signs of lunacy, had been taken, by the positive command 
of our family physician, to the Asylum in Lenox; and with 
my three children and my housekeeper I retired to the quiet 
inland village of Harkshire. Here we remained till the later 
autumn. We saw the apples grow ripe and fall, the leaves 
put on their glory of red and orange; and in early October 
we awoke one morning to see the delicate snowflakes, half 
timid in their coming, sifting through the air, and weaving 
their slight traces on the bared limbs and on the tops of the 
stiffening furrows. 

The kind-hearted farmer and his wife, who sacrificed for 
us the best part of their roomy house, had assigned to me, 
for a sort of study, the large parlor on the lower floor, which 
had windows in front, a long French window at the end 
leading directly upon the piazza, and on the interior side a 
huge fireplace, in which, as the days grew more chilly, the 
great rock-maple back-log was set ablaze, — the very soul 
of cheer, — and round which the whole household gathered 
at nightfall, to the great delight of the children, and sang 
and read and talked the evening through. I slept in the 
room above; in the adjoining chamber were my two boys, 
and in the Uttle apartment across the haU were the house- 
keeper and my Uttle girl, then only a year old. 

I recall with a curious minuteness the details of one night. 
At sundown a heavy wind had come, laden with rain, beat- 
ing violently against the windows and making the house 
tremble with its gusts. We had retired early, and I had 
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stayed for a while with my little boys after they had gone 
to bed, quieting the nervousness which the storm occasioned 
them by sitting on their bedside and telling them cheery 
stories. Then, when they had said their prayers, which be- 
gan eagerly but grew drowsy toward the close, I kissed 
them at parting, and as I left them heard their sweet child- 
ish "Good-night, papa." 

I am not a nervous man, but the moment I entered my 
room I became conscious of a feeling, not so much of fear or 
of apprehension, as of annoying uneasiness. It was not the 
storm that howled outside and tore at my window and 
shrieked at every crevice, but it came from within, from the 
infusion into the atmosphere of my chamber of something 
foreign, something weird and unnatural. Ashamc^ of my 
weakness, lyet oouldnot help opening thedoor of thedoset, 
' though nothing rewarded my gaze but an innocent linen 
duster; and I even instinctively looked over my shoulder as 
if I expected to meet the face or hand of someone stealiog 
cautiously upon me. 

It is a usual, though anything but a laudable, habit of 
mine after getting into bed to read for a time. I put my 
candle on the table at the head-board and choose some 
light and easily digestible work. I fancy that in that way I 
am sooner disposed to sleep; that the quiet concentration of 
my thoughts and eyes upon the page withdraws my mind 
from the cares of the day, allays whatever of nervous fric- 
tion its labors have created, and induces slumber, so that 
anon, the lids growing heavy, I have just consciousness 
enough left to blow out my light and go off like a child to 
unbroken sleep. 

On the night in question I retired and began to read as 
usual. But the feeling of uneasiness did not pass away. It 
was almost impossible to fix my mind upon the page before 
me. I became conscious that there were sounds other than 
those arising from the storm, which came from the parlor 
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underneath my room and from that part of it where the 
French windows opened upon the piazza. And yet these 
sounds were so indistinct, so vague, that my better reason 
told me they were the freaks of an excited fancy. Again I 
sought to concentrate my attention on my book. I reso- 
lutely fixed my eyes upon the printed page. I exerted my 
will, my common sense, and every soimd faculty of my 
mind, to throw off the delusions of an imagination dis*- 
tortedy perhaps, by nothing more than a cup of tea a little 
stronger than usual, and to induce that composure which 
precedes slumber. My efforts were not entirely in vain. 
Gradually I f oimd the lines before me losing their steadi* 
ness and beginning to waver and grow confused, and then, 
as my eyes closed, fade out altogether. Taught by long ex- 
perience, I knew that sleep had come and was already hov- 
ering over me with its blessed wings, and I laid down my 
book and blew out the candle. Then came that half min- 
ute which always seems indefinitely long, in which there 
glide over the senses those exquisite and delicious pictures 
of lovely landscapes, of beautiful groups, like the sweetest 
panorama of an opium-eater's dream, and I slept. 

I know I slept, for I awoke — awoke, I know, beyond aU 
question — before I had reached the prof ounder deeps of 
sleep; and awoke because I felt, as distinctly as I now feel 
the pen in my fingers, the pressure of a hand upon my fore- 
head. There was no illusion. It was not a freak of the 
imagination; it is the vivid, accurate, simple fact, which I 
do not fancy indistinctly, but recall with the nicety of ac- 
tual observation and perception. I recall, not the vague idea 
of something touching me, but the very feel and quality of 
the hand, of the soft, delicate hand of a woman, its fingers 
small but full, the ring upon one of them distinguishing it 
from the rest. I recall the very degree of tenderness with 
which it first was laid on my left temple, and then slowly 
and soothingly drawn, as a mother soothes her child, across 
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my forehead. So natural and so pleasant was it that at 
waking I was not startled, and not till I was fully roused 
did I rise from my pillow and ask aloud, "Who is it?** Nor 
was it till I had spoken and no answer came back to me save 
the blessed breathing of my children in the next room, that 
I saw that my candle was burning. I had blown it out. 
There can be no mistake. I had not gone asleep while read- 
ing, for there was my book, on the table where I had laid it; 
and the candlestick, instead of being within arm's length of 
my pillow where I had read by it, was now removed to a 
comer of the table so remote that I could not reach it. 

I was up in a moment, but I was alone. Hastily dressing 
myself, I passed into the next apartment, and there lay the 
two boys fast asleep and undisturbed. As I held the light 
above them, it fell on their cheeks, and on their heavy lids 
which trembled under the glare. The warmth of their sleep 
made their faces rosy, and moistened their curling tangles 
of hair, and they stirred and murmured in their dreams. 
Going out and closing the door behind me, I softly tried 
that of the chamber in which the babe was sleeping with the 
nurse, but as it yielded to my touch, the sonorous nasal 
music of the good woman's slumber made it certain that it 
was not from that direction that my visitation had come. 

For the first time a feeling of terror crept over me — that 
animal instinct of fear which is a part of the brutal side of 
our nature, and which comes upon the bravest of us when, 
in darkness or in solitude, some phenomenon occurs, unac- 
countable, arising from no known cause, as if the supernat- 
ural had projected the dark shadow of its eclipse over the 
ordinary orbit of our lives, and we are at a loss where to 
look or what to apprehend. We know, but how rarely do 
we realize, what creature of habit and routine we are, and 
that the sUghtest disturbance of the usual order, the first 
approach of that for which the common range of drcum- 
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stance does not account, terrifies us like the unreasoning 
brutes that tremble at the roar of the harmless thunder! 

I fluttered so that the light shook in my hand. The sweat 
stood in cold drops on my forehead. I would have given the 
world to shout aloud, to awake the inmates of the house, to 
see the face or hear the voice of a human being; and yet, in 
the midst of my fear, a sense of shame restrained me. To 
what could I point? What could I tell but the seeming idle 
dream of a sleeper? 

Thank God, tixe storm at least was abroad. Had it been 
utterly silent as I stood in that entry at the head of Jthe 
stairway, scarce daring to turn my head, I believe I should 
have fallen or gone insane; but the very rage of the elements 
gaveme courage; and with its wild and boisterous sympathy 
linked me with the world of life and motion. As I listened, I 
again heard the same indistinct sounds that had struck me 
when I first retired. 

Waiting no longer, I hastily descended the stairs and 
opened the study door. It seems to me now that I had by 
that time nerved myself into a state of forced composure, 
and that I acted with the coolness that comes from perfect 
possession of all the faculties. I sincerely believe that such 
was the fact. Terror, alarm, surprise, operate on the mind 
only Uke all other great and sudden emotions. They stim it 
for a moment, but the reaction, in a well-balanced and dis- 
ciplinednature, is always to the best capabilities of the soul; 
and the danger or the occasion is then met with the vezy 
concentration of human might, and the man is stirred with 
the strength of a thousand heroes. 

There was probably in my very touch the nervous spring 
of the intensity that possessed me, for I threw back the 
door, not merely sufficiently far to enable me to enter, but 
wide ajar, so that it swung violently on its hinges; but I did 
not recall till afterwards that, instead of remaining back 
against the wall, it rebounded from it and swung to again. 



Digitized by 



Google 



54 TBDB SKELETON IN MY CLOSET 

till it stood at right angles with the threshold and hid from 
view» as I passed in» any object that might have been con- 
cealed behind it. 

When we retired, the front of the great back-log had al- 
ready crumbled into coals, and these again faded into ashes; 
Uttle jets of flame had shot up fitfully from its unbumed 
ends to bid us their dying good-night, and the farmer had 
raked the cinders over it to keep it smouldering till day- 
break. It was now all ablaze; the flames curled in licking 
spirals round it and lighted the room with a weird bril- 
liancy, gleaming on the polish of the furniture and on the 
face of the mirror, and throwing upon the walls and ceiling 
fantastic shadows that danced and leaped at me as I came 
in. Of the chairs which had been, according to invariable 
rule, moved far back from reach of any possible spark, one 
was drawnforward and stood dose to the hearth, suggesting 
beyond all doubt that its occupant had sought the warmth 
of the fireplace and rearoused its blaze. How keen and mi- 
nute is every observation in such a state of the faculties as I 
have just described! God only knows what I felt or feared 
at that moment; and yet, as if there had been nothing else 
in the universe, I remember that I noted a neglected apple 
lying between the andirons, and measured with my eye just 
the richness of the shining black into which one side of it 
had been roasted by the fire. 

Of course, I saw no one, but you might as well have told 
me that I do not live as that I was alone. Alone! Why, the 
room was full of the consciousness of the presence of a hu- 
man soul, and I felt its touch upon mine, its approach and 
communication tingling in every sense, more keenly than if 
the subtle sympathy had been broken by any means of 
converse so discordant and gross as the utterance of a voice 
or the contact of a hand. 

I lifted my candle. Its feeble light, overpowered by the 
glare of the fire, only cast faint shadows of the chairs and 
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table into the comers of the parlor. Another moment, and» 
in the surge of the storm» a sudden draft from the French 
window blew it out, and sent the blaze of the back-log roar- 
ing up the chimney. Remembering the sounds I had heard, 
I approached the window I have named. As I neared it I 
saw that it was imbolted and that, though closed, it was not 
entirely so, nor latched. I was reaching toward it with my 
hand, when again, with redoubled force, came the very de- 
mon of the tempest dashing its volley of rain and hail 
against the panes like grapeshot from the cannon's mouth, 
and then with one irresistible assault forcing the folded 
sashes in against my face, staggering me with the blast and 
drenching mewiththestorm. At the same moment, whether 
by force of the draft or from whatever other cause, the par- 
lor door, at which I had entered and to which I had turned 
my back, closed with a sharp concussion. 

In the lull that followed it was the work of only a moment 
to dose the French window and secure the bolt. Itwasevi- 
dent that someone had entered the house, and that my 
senses had not deceived me. I became aware, too, that the 
consciousness of human presence had left me since the shut- 
ting of the parlor door, and now I remembered that I had 
not looked behind it. From that moment aU feeling of per- 
sonal danger fled, and there came in its place a sense of sud- 
d«i anxiety for the dear ones in the room overhead. Stoop- 
ing, I Ughted my candle at the fire, and, even in the half 
second of time that then elapsed, my mind ran acxniratdy 
through the process of reasoning which told me that neither 
robbery, nor desire of plunder, nor personal harm to me was 
the motive of the intruder, who had had every opportxmity 
to accomplish any such purpose, but that something more 
teirible impended, and that my babes were in danger. And 
yet I had not even heard a footfall or a breath. 

I ran upstairs. On the landing, the housekeeper's door, 
which I had carefully dosed, was wide open. The rays of 
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my lifted candle fell on her face* She was still fast asleep. 
BiU the babe was gone. 

What was it that even in that moment of agony told me 
how idle it was to rouse her and ask what had become of 
the child? I ran from the room. I leaped across the landing. 
The door of the chamber in which the little boys slept, and 
which I had left open» was shut. I Ughtly ahd swiftly 
opened it and entered the room. 

Not a moment too soon. Let me not indulge in any words 
of dramatic coloring to heighten the effect of the terrible 
scene that burst upon me. Let me tell it as simply as I can. 

The babe lay asleep at the foot of the bed. In it lay my 
darling boys just as when I had last bent over them such a 
little while before. But beside the pillow stood my wife, 
their mother, her hair falling down her shoulders, her face 
as soft and tender and motherf ul as ever (rod made, one 
hand with its palm laid on the forehead of the oldest child, 
in exactly the same position in which I had felt the hand on 
mine, and in the veiy act of being drawn soothingly along; 
while in the other, grasped and swayed in an uncertain and 
purposeless tremor, was uplifted, not the deUcate, gUttering 
poniard of the assassin (strange I should have noted such 
distinctions at such a crisis), but a horrid, coarse, brutal 
knife, stolen from the butcher's block, and dull and muddy 
with its homely use. At the same time, as if the accompani- 
ments of an incantation scene had by some demoniac spirit 
been added to heighten the horror, the air was full of the 
bitter pungency of burning; and wreaths of smoke were be- 
ginning to rise and curl around that awful group. The light 
valance of the bed was on fire, and in its glare I saw the 
half-burnt match that had lighted it, lying on the floor. 

All this and more I saw, but I must have seen it in a mo- 
ment no longer than the lightning's flash, for in the next 
the eyes that looked softly on the child flamed at me with a 
look so wild, so fierce, so brutal, so fiendish, that I shrieked 
at the top of my voice, in the veiy ecstasy of agony. The 
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hand that lay so gently on the boy's forehead was twisted in 
his curls with the rapidity with which the serpent darts its 
venom, and with a violence that tore the cheruby head from 
the pillow bolt upright. The arm that held the knife grew 
rigid as a bar of steel. 

I knew that the safety of my children depended on divert- 
ing the attention of my crazy wife upon myself. Perhaps it 
was with this motive that I had repeated the shriek and 
now shouted her name aloud. Still uttering her name, and, 
with all the mesmeric power I could exert, fixing her gaze on 
mine, though I almost quailed beneath it, I moved cau- 
tiously toward her. Not a musdemoved in her whole frame. 
But for the cruel gaze and stony murderous ferocity that 
hadhardened her face into something more brutal than that 
of the most abandoned criminal,'she seemed like some sculp- 
tor's dream of statuesque and majestic grace and beauty. 

I had outstretched my hand. I had given it the disguise 
of kindly greeting. It was now just in reach of her wrist, 
which I hoped to grasp with an iron wrench. I might as well 
have attempted to deceive the arch fiend himself. Quicker 
than lightning the arm flew up; for the first time her lips 
opened, and with a yell of rage she fairly leaped upon me. 
I caught the dull gleam of the blade parting the air, I felt 
the blimt, painful thud and sting of the stroke, and saw her 
terrible face, as it flamed at me, sprinkled with the blood 
that spouted from my veins. 

I remember the struggle, as if I was torn by the violence 
of a tiger, the deadly grasp, the stifling smoke, the startled 
faces of the little ones, their shrill cries, the feeling of swoon, 
in which all things swam, though through it all I never lost 
the desperate purpose to save my children, though I died. 
I remember the sense of falling, the sound of footsteps on 
the stairs, of voices entering the room, the terrible glare, 
always over me, of those implacable eyes, stony with hate 
and murder, and I remember nothing more. 
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THE CANVASSER'S TALE 

MASK TWAIN 

PooB, sad-eyed stranger! There was that about his hum- 
ble mien, his tired look, his decayed-gentility clothes, that 
almost reached the mustard-seed of charity that still re- 
mained, remote and lonely, in the empty vastness of my 
heart, notwithstanding I observed a portfolio under his 
arm, and said to myself, '"Behold, Providence hath deliv- 
ered his servant into the hands of another canvasser." 

Well, these people always get one interested. Before I 
well knew how it came about, this one was telling me his 
history, and I was all attention and sympathy. He told it 
something like this: — 

**My parents died, alas, when I was a little, sinless child. 
My unde Ithuriel took me to his heart and reared me as his 
own. He was my only relative in the wide world; but he 
was good and rich and generous . He reared me in the lap of 
luxury. I knew no want that money could satisfy. 

*' In the fullness of time I was graduated, and went with 
two of my servants — my chamberlain and my valet — to 
travel in foreign countries. During four years I flitted upon 
careless wing amid the beauteous gardens of the distant 
strand, if you will permit this form of speech in one whose 
tongue was ever attuned to poesy; and indeed I so speak 
with confidence, as one unto his kind, for I perceive by 
your eyes that you too, sir, are gifted with the divine infla- 
tion. In those far lands I reveled in the ambrosial food that 
fructifies the soul, the mind, the heart. But of aU things, 
that which most appealed to my inborn aesthetic taste was 
the prevailing custom there, among the rich, of making col- 
lections of elegant and costly rarities, dainty objets de vertu^ 
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aad in an evil hour I tried to uplift my unde Ithuriel to a 
plane of sympathy with this exquisite employment. 

" I wrote and told him of one gentleman's vast collection 
of shells; another's noble collection of meerschaum pipes; 
another's elevating and refining collection of undecipher- 
able autographs; another's priceless collection of old china; 
another's enchanting collection of postage-stamps — and 
so forth and so en. Soon my letters yielded fruit. My un- 
de b^an to look about for something to make a collection 
of. You may know» perhaps, how fleetly a taste like this 
dilates. His soon became a raging fever, though I knew it 
not. He began to neglect his great pork business; presently 
he wholly retired and turned an el^ant leisure into a rabid 
search for curious things. His wealth was vast, and he 
spared it not. First he tried cow-bells. He made a collec- 
tion which filled five large salons, and comprehended all the 
different sorts of cow-bells that ever had been contrived, 
save one. That one — an antique, and the only spedmen 
extant — was possessed by another collector. My unde 
offered enormous sums for it, but the gentleman would not 
sell. Doubtless you know what necessarily resulted. A true 
collector attaches no value to a collection that is not com- 
plete. His great heart breaks, he sdls his hoard, he turns 
his mind to some fidd that seems unoccupied. 

*'Thus did my uncle. He next tried brickbats. After pil- 
ing up a vast and intensely interesting collection, the for- 
mer difficulty supervened; his great heart broke again; he 
sold out his soul's idol to the retired brewer who possessed 
the missing brick. Th^i he tried flint hatchets and other 
implements of Primeval Man, but by and by discovered 
that the factory where they were made was supplying other 
collectors as well as himsdf. He tried Aztec inscriptions and 
stuffed whales — another failure, after incredible labor and 
expense. When his collection seemed at last perfect, a 
stuffed whale arrived from Greenland and an Aztec inscrip- 
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tion from the Cundurango regions of Central America that 
made all former specimens insignificant. My mide has- 
tened to secure these noble gems. He got the stuffed whale» 
but another collector got the inscription. A real Cundu- 
rango, as possibly you^know, is a possession of such supreme 
value that, when once a ooUector gets it, he will rather part 
with his family than with it. So my uncle sold out, and saw 
his darlings go forth, never more to return; and his coal- 
black hair turned white as snow in a single night. 

'"Now he waited, and thought. He knew another disa{>- 
pointment might kill him. He was resolved that he would 
choose things nert time that no other man was collecting. 
He carefully made up his mind, and once more entered the 
field — this time to make a collection of echoes." 

"Of what?'* said I. 

"Echoes, sir. His first purchase was an echo in^Georgia 
that repeated four times; his nesxt was a six-repeater in 
Maryland; his next was a thirteen-repeater in Maine; his 
next was a nine-repeater in Kansas; his next was a twelve- 
repeater in Tennessee, which he got cheap, so to speak, 
because it was out of repair, a portion of the crag which 
reflected it having tumbled down. He believed he could re- 
pair it at a cost of a few thousand dollars, and, by increas- 
ing the elevation with masonry, treble the repeating capac- 
ity; but the architect who undertook the job had never 
built an echo before, and so he utterly iq)oiled this one. Be- 
fore he meddled with it, it used to talk back like a mother- 
in-law, but now it was only fit for the deaf-and-dumb 
asylum. Well, next he bought a lot of cheap little double- 
barreled echoes, scattered around over various States and 
Territories; he got them at twenty per cent off by taking 
the lot. Next he bought a perfect Catling gun of an echo in 
Or^on, and it cost a fortune, I can tell you. You may know, 
sir, that in the echo market the scale of prices is cumulative, 
like the carat-scale in diamonds; in fact, the same phrase- 
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ology is used. A singleK^orat echo is worth but ten dollars 
over and above the value of the land it is on; a two-carat 
or double-barreled echo is worth thirty dollars; a fiv&- 
carat is worth nine hundred and fifty; a ten-carat is worth 
thirteen thousand. My uncle's Oregon echo, which he called 
the Great Pitt Echo, was a twenty-two carat gem, and 
cost two hundred and sixteen thousand dollars — they 
threw the land in, for it was four hundred miles from a 
settl^nent. 

*^ WeU, in the meantime my path was a path of roses. I 
was the accepted suitor of the only and lovely daughter of 
an English earl, and was beloved to distraction. In that 
dear presence I swam in seas of bliss. The family were con- 
tent, for it was known that I was sole heir to an unde held 
to be worth five millions of dollars. However, none of us 
knew that my unde had become a collector, at least in any- 
tiiing more than a small way, for eesthetic amusement. 

"'Now gathered the douds above my unconsdous head. 
That divine echo, since known throughout the world as the 
Great Koh-i-noor, or Mountain of Repetitions, was dis- 
covCTed. It was a sixty-five-carat gem. You could utter a 
word and it would talk back at you for fifteen minutes, 
when the day was otherwise quiet. But behold, another dis- 
covery was made at the same time: another echoKxdlector 
was in the field. The two rushed to make the purchase. 
The property consisted of a couple of small hills with a 
shallow swale between, out yonder among the back settle- 
ments of New York State. Both men arrived on the ground 
at the same time, and neither knew the other was there. 
The echo was not all owned by one man; a person by the 
name of Williamson Bolivar Jarvis owned the east hill, and 
apersonby the name of Harbison J. Bledso owned the west 
hiU; the swale between was the dividing line. So while my 
unde was buyi^ Jarvis's hill for three minion two hundred 
and eighty-five thousand dollars, the other party was buy- 
ing Bledso's hill for a shade over three million, 
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"Now, do you perceive the natural result? Why, the 
noblest collection of echoes on earth was forever and ever 
incomplete, since it possessed but the one half of the king 
echo of the universe. Neither man was content with this 
divided ownership, yet nether would sell to the other. 
There were jawings, bickerings, heartrbumings. And at 
last, that other collector, with a malignity which only a col- 
lector can ever feel toward a man and a brother, proceeded 
to cut down his hilll 

''You see, as long as he could not have the echo, he was 
resolved that nobody should have it. He would remove his 
hill, and then there would be nothing to reflect my uncle's 
echo. My uncle remonstrated wrth him, but the man said, 
'I own one end of thi3 echo; I choose to kill my end; you 
must take care of your own end yourself.' 

"WeH, my uncle got an injunction put on him. The other 
man appealed and fought it in a higher court. Theycarried 
it on up, clear to the Supreme Court of the United States. 
It made no end of trouble there. Two of the judges believed 
that an echo was personal property, because it was impal- 
pable to sight and touch, and yet was purchasable, salable, 
and consequently taxable; two others believed that an echo 
was real estate, because it was manifestly attached to the 
land, and was not removable from place to place; other of 
the judges contended that an echo was not property at all. 

** It was finally decided that the echo was property; that 
the hills were property; that the two men were separate 
and independent owners of the two hills, but tenants in 
common in the echo; therefore defendant was at full lib- 
erty to cut down his hill, since it belonged solely to him, 
but must give bonds in three million dollars as indemnity 
for damages which might result to my uncle's half of the 
echo. This decision also debarred my unde from using de- 
fendant's hill to reflect his part of the echo, without de- 
fendant's consent; he must use only his own hill; if his part 
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of the echo would not go, under these circumstances, it was 
sad, of course, but the court could find no remedy. The; 
court also debarred defendant from using my unde's hill! 
to reflect his end of the echo, without consent. You see the 
grand result I Neither man would give consent, and so that 
astonishing and most noble echo had to cease from its great 
powers; and since that day that magnificent property is 
tied up and unsalable. 

"A week before my wedding day, while I was stiH swim- 
ming in bliss and the nobility were gathering from far and 
near to honor our espousals, came news of my uncle's death, 
and also a copy of his will, making me his sole heir. He was 
gone; alas, my dear benefactor was no more. The thought 
surcharges my heart even at this remote day. I handed the 
will to ike earl; I could not read it for the blinding tears. 
The earl read it; then he sternly said, * Sir, do you call this 
wealth? — but doubtless you do in your inflated country. 
Sir, you are left sole heir to a vast collection of echoes — 
if a thing can be called a collection that is scattered far and 
wide over the huge length and breadth of the American con- 
tinent; sir, this is not all; you are head and ears in debt; 
there is not an echo in the lot but has a mortgage on it ; sir, 
I am not a hard man, but I must look to my child's inter- 
est; if you had but one echo which you could honestly call 
your own, if you had but one echo which was free from in- 
cumbrance, so that you could retire to it. with my child, 
and by hiunble, painstaking industry cultivate and improve 
it, and thus wrest from it a maintenance, I would not say 
you nay; but I cannot marry my child to a beggar. Leave 
his side, my darling; go, sir; take your mortgage-ridden 
echoes and quit my si^t forever.' 

"My noble Celestine climg to me in tears, with loving 
arms, and swore she would willingly, nay, gladly marry me, 
though I had not an echo in the world. But it could not be. 
We were torn asunder, she topine wd die within the twelve 
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month, I to toil life's long journey sad and lone» praying 
daily, hourly, for that release which shall join us together 
again in that dear realm where the wicked cease from troub- 
ling and the weary are at resL Now, sir, if you will be so 
kind as to look at these maps and plans in my portf oUo, I 
am sure I can seQ you an echo for less money than any man 
in the trade. Now this one, which cost my uncle ten dol- 
lars, thirty years ago, and is one of the sweetest things in 
Texas, I will let you have for — " 

*'Let me inteirupt you," I said. ^*My friend, I have 
not had a moment's respite from canvassers this day. I 
have bought a sewing-machine which I did not want; I have 
bought a map which is mistaken in all its details; I have 
bought a dock which will not go; I have bought a moth 
poison which the moths prefer to any other beverage; I 
have bought no end of useless inventions, and now I have 
had enough of this foolishness. I would not have one of 
your echoes if you were even to give it to me. I would not 
let it stay on the place. I always hate a man that tries to 
seU me echoes. You see this gun? Now take your collection 
and move on; let us not have bloodshed." 

But he only smiled a sad, sweet smile, and got out some 
more diagrams. You know the result perfectly well, be- 
cause you know that when you have once opened the door 
to a canvasser, the trouble is done and you have got to suf- 
fer defeat. 

I compromised with this man at the end of an intolerable 
hour. I bought two double-barreled echoes in good condi- 
tion, and he threw in another, which he said was not sal- 
able because it only spoke German. He said, "She was a 
perfect polyglot onoe» but somehow her palate got down." 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LADDER 

ERNSST POOLE 

She was bom five blocks from Fifth Avenue. They were 
long blocks, even m, those days, leading down into another 
world, a humble, gossipy le^on of cheap frame houses, dose 
to the North River docks. 

At the age of eight she was already marked by two deep 
traits: an utter contempt for all the small girls on her 
block, and a love for her dolls, so intense that even the sol- 
emn wee matrons on neighboring doorsteps frowned disap- 
provingly, said she was spoiling her children. 

Her name was Bess. She was thin and dark, and she had 
a lofty little nose. She had two dolk, and both were prim, 
undeniable ladies. 

Her sister Sally, who was Ught, curly-headed, freckled, 
and stout, had only one doll, a jovial unkempt rag affair 
whose life was spent on tops of sheds. Sally was a tomboy. 
She could walk the most rickety fences; she always led one 
army in the game of " Prisoner's Base." She called her sis- 
ter Bess '* stuck up,'' and often challenged her to fight. 

As the years passed, and Bess regretfully laid aside her 
dolls, she transferred her care to babies. She became a vol- 
unteer nurse, gladly accepting the infant brothers and sis- 
ters of Sally's chums, who were delighted to be so easily 
rid of their burdens. The neighborhood's babies were 
dumped at her feet; and selecting as her favorites three of 
the feminine sex, with infinite patience and tact she strove 
to bring them up "genteel." 

But wh«i, as this stage passed in its turn, all three of her 
children, despite her grieved remonstrance, became jolly 
recruits to Sally's gang, Bess sternly renounced the whole 
vulgar scampering world. She drew into herself and b^;an. 
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slowly at first but with a fast deepening hunger, to read 
what wei:e known as " society novels/* They were bound in 
paper, and could be puicbased secondhand, some for ten 
cents, others for seven* 

She was fifteen now, and the care she bestowed on her 
looks and dress was not in vain. little by little, her sister 
Sally's oldest male friends, office-boys, shrewd men of the 
world, began to cast not unromantic glances. But Bess 
scorned them all. The more she read, the more bright and 
dear did her visions become. 

At seventeen she took her place bdiind the ^ove counter 
of a Sixth Avenue department store. There, as the years 
drew on, working hard to please, and watching her wealth- 
ier customers dose, by d^rees she caught the details 6f 
their dress, their manner of walking, standing, and sitting, 
their facial expressions, the very tones of their voices. By 
anxious planning, keepingto the simplest styles, sheadiieved 
what she herself modestly called ''an across-the-street imi- 
tation.'' In the newspapers she read the sodety columns, 
and grew so weU versed in society gossip that she could 
smile amusedly at the mistakes which were made by some 
of her colleagues, equally eager but not half so dever as 
herself. 

At twenty-one she became engaged to the assistant floor- 
walker of her department. 

Despite all her resolute isolation since the days of her 
"children," Bess had not lost that old fierce hunger for 
human affection. And Jimmy, this dapper lover of hers, 
was so thoroughly dean and honest and safe, so deeply 
imbued with the same ambition as hers, and above all so 
head-over-heels in love, so proud of this spruce, quiet lady 
of his, so anxious to please her, that in the weeks that fol- 
lowed, the gay theatre evenings, the long delighted plans 
for the future and talks about the great people above them, 
she grew radiantly happy. And in her own joy, she felt. 
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with a sudden sting of remorse, that she had neglected her 
sister. She tried to see more of Sally, gave delicate hints as 
to manners and dress, evenoffered to introduce her to some 
of the floor- walker's friends. And when Sally laughed in her 
face, and said that she had a "'beau'' of her own, a common 
pUoty whose ignoble "'job'' it was to bring in ocean liners, 
even then Bess managed to conceal the shock it gave her, 
smiled forgivingly, turned her attention to her old father 
(her mother had died), and strove in every possible way to 
make the break eai^. For she fdit that it was a break, a gap 
of tremendous proportions. 

At the wedding, standing beside her husband, who was 
more dapper than ever, arrayed in a spick-and-span frock 
suit, she beamed upon all the family friends in such a gra- 
cious, well-bred, affable way, that the neighborhood buzzed 
wrathf ully for one entire week, and frankly told their good 
chum Sal that her sister was a hopeless snob. 

Bess never heard of this. She had betaken herself to her 
climbing. 

She was not blind. Long ago she had seen the absurdity 
of hoping to reach the great goal at the top. But in her 
glove-coimter days she had watched the procession toward 
that goal, a procession of thousands, each with'more or less 
wealth, each with more or less aptness in imitating the 
clothes, the manners, and speech of the great ones. At 
least, so they seemed to Bess. For what else could they be 
trying to do? What else could a real lady want in life? To 
get into the procession, to play the game, to struggle up as 
far as one could — -* this made life worth Uving. 

To begin with, money must be had. Her own earnings 
had been spent, week by week, to the last penny — on 
clothes. So in her little husband's desperate effort to rise, 
Bess was a staunch, untiring helper. In the four years of 
work in his department, her quick eye had not been idle; 
she went there often now; she racked her brains for possible 
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ways of augmenting the sales. At night th^ had long» 
eager discussions. And when, as a result of all this, Jimmy's 
commissions were slowly increased, his admiring love for 
his wife deepened to blind adoration. 

Still, the rise was painfully slow, and meanwhile she made 
the most of thdr income. After weeks of searching, she had 
chosen a small flat, dark and sunless by day but making a 
fairly good showing at night, — and only three blocks from 
the Avenue. Jimmy's greatest pleasure in life had been to 
go to the theatre twice every week. Such delights were 
now sternly suppressed, and the mon^ went into ^* enter- 
taining." 

The first entertainments were awkward a£fairs, for 
Jimmy had but a meagre assortment of friends. But her 
reading helped her. Years ago she had discarded the paper 
novels, smiling at the gross ignorance they displayed. In 
their place she studied a far more practical book, TheArtof 
Life in DScoUetS. IVom this she had tak^i the hint that 
where money and social assurance are lacking, " a little Bo- 
hemian touch " may often save the evening. And so it did. 
Her Sunday-night suppers were not only much less expen- 
sive than dinners, but they allowed a certain jovial laxity in 
dress, manners, and speech, most reassuring to guests 
whose scant incomes and knowledge of what was correct 
kept them constantly fearful of "making a break." She 
carried it ofiF with a spirit and dash so unlike her old ac- 
customed self that it would have amazed her sister Sal. 
And only now and then, by a smile, a glance, some careless 
remark, she reminded them all that this boisterous fun was 
really only make-believe, and that behind every guest was 
a kind of a Newport background. 

The weekly soirees had swift success. And as the adoring 
Knuny, swelling with hope and pride, worked valiantly to 
gather acquaintances of a^'tonier " grade, and some of these 
consented to come, and came, and were charmed by his 
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affable wife — then, little by little, reaching cautiously for 
the next rung on the ladder, feeling her way, taking time to 
be sure of her hcdd, she began the process of ** weedmg-out/' 
What quiet eaniltationl The joum^ had begun. 

About this time, her sister Sally married the pilot. And 
at the wedding, deep under the amused pity Bess felt as she 
watched uproarious jollity, not make-believe her^ but 
shamelessly real, came again that quiet sensation. How far 
she had already dimbedl 

Five years passed. 

Bess was twenty-seven, Jimmy twenty-nine. And al- 
though both looked somewhat thin and worn from over- 
work and the hiding of work, oveivscrimping, over-schem- 
ing, and even at times so bored that a careless observer 
might have said their ^es looked into a great dreary emp- 
tiness in place of a human world, the observer would have 
been wrong. They both believed in their struggle, in fact, 
saw nothing else. They had climbed safely through several 
weedings-out, were still watching and working bravely, 
patiently on. 

Jimmy had aged, grown carefully genial. In the five 
years, twice he had been sick, but had kept himself up and 
about by sheer grit. And by his own efforts and his wife's 
he had forced his earnings up to over a hundred dollars a 
month. 

Then something amazing happened. In the space of one 
year he saw this wonderful wife of his change, change in a 
way that left little Jimmy humbled, staggered, dazed. 
A boy was bom. 

Into the pretense of those sunless rooms the reality of 
life seemed to flash with a blinding power,seemed for a time 
to sweep out all the shams and the schemings. No more 
"'entertaining'' now. Lucky the excuse th^ had, for th^ 
needed eveiy cent. As Bess grew slowly stronger, Jim spent 
long evenings by her side. And though little was said. 
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watching her face sleeping and waking, for the first time he 
fdt the second inborn passion of her life. Sometimes the 
contrast between this and the other bore him up into an- 
other world — almost. But the happiness was too simple, 
strange. He wondered if he were dreaming. 

The awakening came at last, but only after another year's 
delay. And what a distance had been lost. Not only had 
"'friends " climbed out of their reach, Jimmy seemed some- 
how to have reached the top notch of his power. During 
the dream, eager to give Bess and the boy every comfort he 
could find, he had gone into debt. Enthralled as she was in 
her new motherhood, Bess had paid no heed. He had bor- 
rowed more and more. And now the burden weighed like 
lead. 

Once awakened, rack her brains as she would, appeal 
as she did to his ambition, his love for her and the child, by 
every means she could think of — it was all in vain. Jimmy 
worked nights till the debt was paid off. But that took an- 
other precious two years. And it left him with just enough 
vigor to keep the position to which he had climbed. 

From the point of view of the ladder, that boy had been 
a grave mistake. 

But as Bess thought it out, over the cradle, sh^ decided 
otherwise. Although she had changed, grown AoZ/ reoZ and 
suddenly older, she took up again her visions of grandeur, 
she valiantly struggled for what she had lost; and regaining 
a part, she resumed her climbing — only now at a slower 
pace. Her eyes were fixed on a time far ahead. That old 
passion of hers had not been lost, but only harnessed fast 
to the new, postponed for one generation, transferred to 
Jimmy Junior. 

A woman now of thirty-one, with something strongly 
magnetic in her dark slender face and firm, smiling eyes, 
she jealously watched his growth, striving to guard him 
from everything "vulgar" — to an extent at times that 
made even the correct Jimmy Senior smile. 
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She was his only chum ; for the few of her friends who had 
children were scattered far over the city and had no nurses 
to take them about. So up in the {lark in fair weather, and 
agam in the tiny nursery which she had made at home, she 
"'played'' nurse: laughed and scolded and punished and 
petted him, as she had done to three other urchins twenty 
years before, in the endless striving to bring him up "'right/* 

She was intensely happy. Only , as in the days long ago, 
there was one ominous shadow. 

Bess had kept up, by occasional stiff duty calls, her rdar 
tions with her sister. When the boy was bom, the motherly 
Sally, once so disdainful of dolls, but now the fond mother 
of four lively youngsters, had suddenly smothered old re- 
sentments, warmed to the little newcomer. And in the 
first five years of his life, she had been so kind and helpful 
(scenting the tragedy in the flat), that Bess could do no 
less than accept at last the warm invitations. Shetookhim 
one Saturday afternoon to his aunt's frame house down by 
the docks, the same battered old home where Bess had been 
bom. 

And the wee Jimmy, so shy and solemnat first, with his 
awkward society manners, secretly scared and breathless as 
he watched the rough romps of his cousins, but mustering 
courage at last and joining in, went all at once wild with 
joy. 

He barely slept that night. He talked of it excitedly all 
the nert day and the next, and repeatedly through the 
week. When his mother tried to omit the next visit, he 
pleaded so hard that she could not resist. And for another 
blissful Saturday aftemoon he tasted again the forbidden 
fruit. From attic to cellar they scampered and shrieked, 
led on by Sally the Second. Jimmy's childhood was begun I 

There was no stopping it now. "'Aunt Sally's" became 
the home of his dreams, those weekly jubilees like so many 
Christmas Eves. 
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As Jiimny happily dreamed aloud» his mother^s jealousy 
deepened. She carefully planned all sorts of household mis- 
haps to prevent her taking him to his aunt's. But Sally the 
First, recalling her own old tomboy days, and pitying tiny 
Jim in his struggle, determined that he should have his fling. 
She made plans of her own. And Jim made plans. Andthe 
two became allies. 

Noticing this with sudden alarm, his mother gave up her 
obstructions and tried another course. How were "well- 
bred" boys amused? She consulted her friends, scrimped 
harder, saved, bought many enticing toys and games. 

And ^Hmmy was delighted. To her vast relief, he played 
with them by the hour. And then, choosing the best, he 
took them along to "Aunt Sally's,** where they were re- 
ceived with shouts of glee and played into wrecks in one 
afternoon. 

She took him once to the theatre. Jim watched the per- 
formance with shining eyes. And at "Aunt Sally's" that 
week, with the help of his cousins, he gave a "show" that 
made the other one look like a ghost. 

She took him to the country, taxed her prim imagination 
to people the woods with fairies, giants, tigers, bears. And 
later, at "Aunt Sally's," he led a bear hunt over the sheds, 
and nearly broke his leg. 

Once when he gleefully told of a romp in the streetli that 
made Bess think of the days gone by, she sternly forbade 
him to play with any but his cousins. But when on the next 
visit he tried to obey, his cousins and their " gang " promptly 
chased him home. He stayed away the next week. The 
thought of his shame brought silent scowling spells. He 
said nothing, but she could feel that he blamed her. And 
as the second week of exile drew to an end, things grew 
more and more strained, till she gave in and told him to 
go. Tears came in her eyes, she held him tight, and begged 
him not to behave like a "micky." And Jim» in a tumult 
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of love and wrath, f eeli^ vaguely that something big ought 
to be done, promised in choking tones that he would '"Uck 
•emafl!" 

The years went by. Jim grew up, thin, wiry, working and 
playing alike with a nervous intensity that kept him near 
the head of his class at the public school and a leader in 
play hours. He still went often to Aunt Sally's. But, at 
home in the evening his mother helped him study, read 
with him aloud; and as that boisterous stage, of which she 
knew so little, passed, she began again to feel her ground, 
and the two drew steadily closer. 

In school, and later in high school, each time that he car- 
ried ofiF honors, his mother was so delighted, celebrated the 
event by such a feast in the little flat, that Jim worked 
harder and still harder. 

She began to dream of college, one of the great universi- 
ties where the sons of gentlemen went, where he might make 
** useful'* friends. To gather the money to send him, she 
worked for a Woman's Exchange, sewing, embroidering, 
making preserves, managing somehow to hide it all from 
Jim and his father. 

But this was painfully slow. And long before she was 
ready to unfold her plan, Jim found it out, and refused to 
touch a penny. 

** Look here, mother," he said indignantly, ** I 'm eighteen 
now. Is n't it about time I supported myself? You bet it 
is! I thought so long ago. I've been trying to plan things 
out so I could, and I've got a scheme at last! " 

He told of the plan in minute detail, with a keen relish. 
He had found a chance to work half the day, so earning his 
share of their Uving expenses. The rest of his time, for 
the next three years, he meant to put in at the free City 
College. 

""But Jim!'* cried his mother, her face blank with disap- 
pointment, " the free City College ! Why — what — what 
chance will you have — to make friends?" ,,g,,,,, ,^ ^ v.v.^le 
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Jim smiled grimly. 

'"The way it looks now," he said» ''there won't be much 
of a chance for anything but grind. I'll be lucky if I can 
skin through at all. Ybu see, mother, it's the scientific 
coiu*se I'm alter. I want to be an engineer." 

"An engineer! Jimmy!" She caught her breath. When 
she spoke again, her voice was almost a whisper: "What on 
earth—" 

Jim's puzzled stare suddenly cleared. He started to 
laugh, but stopped short at sight of her face. 

"No, little mother," he said, with all the grave protect- 
ing tenderness of his youthful age, "I don't mean that FU 
spend all my life in bad-smelling overalls up in the cab of 
an engine. The kind of engineer I mean is different." 

He spent the rest of the evening in glowing accounts of 
tremendous achievements, of men grown famous in build- 
ing of ships, tunnels, skyscrapers, and bridges. 

She listened in deep relief. And when later she learned 
that engineers of this kind even found their way sometimes 
to the great goal at the top of the ladder, she gave an eager 



In the years that followed, she set her mind fiercely upon 
his success. As he mounted by slow degrees up into the un- 
known regions of higher mathematics, where she could not 
hope to follow, she still watched his coiurse with such unflag- 
ging zeal, her anxiety so plain, her happiness so deep at each 
advance he made, that Jim leaned on her more and more, 
gradually dropped "Aunt Sally's " out of his life, worked on 
with increasing intensity. 

In the spring of the third year, he broke down, and lay 
for five weeks a nervous wreck in bed. 

At the end of that time the doctor told her that if her son 
were to be any good as a worker again, he must spend the 
summer in life out-of-doors. 

The illness had taken all their scant savings. The con- 
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slant wony and loss of sleephad severely taxed her stiength. 
But with a grim resolve that Jim should have that sum- 
mer's vacation in spite of it all» she began a desperate hunt 
for work. She found it at last» began again in secret* worked 
on through May and part of June — and then she in her 
turn broke under the strain, was taken with brain fever. 

It was over a month before consciousness returned. 

She lay on a hospital bed» and Jim was standing beside 
her. Too weak to move even a finger, she lay a long time 
staring up» her mind groping. A troubled look came in her 
eyes. 

**Why, Jim/* she whispered, "how are you getting 
that—*' 

" Now, dearest," he said soothingly, " you must n't worry. 
You've done too much of that. That money you saved, I 
used it — on a vacation. Can't you see? Look — how 
strong I'm getting." 

She noticed the wholesome color on his cheeks, smiled 
happily, closed her eyes. "My money — mine," she 
thought. She drew a long sigh of utter content, dropped 
into a dreamless sleep. 

It was not untilthree weeks later, when he had taken her 
to a small seaside place and the rough salt air was beginning 
to bring back her strength, that she began to question him 
more closely. He paid her only brief visits of a few hours 
each. Where was he in the time between? 

At last the truth came out. There had been no vacation. 
His uncle, who was now third ofBcer on one of the big 
Sound steamers, had helped Jim to get a job on the boat. 
And the salt-water life had worked wonders. 

"A job " — and with his unde. It sounded suspiciously 
vulgar. She pressed her question further. Was he an ofB- 
cer too? Jim laughed. Not yet. Then came a horrible 
thought. A cabin steward? A waiter? No. Then what did 
he do? He "just worked around on the decks," 
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As she stared at hinit her face grew slowly recL 

"Oh — son!*' 

"Oh — sonl'' he repeated, his underlip twitching. 
"Now, mother, be sensible. — Don't look at me like that! 
This is n't my Amend, not by a long shot! It's making a 
man of me!'' 

"A common — deck-hand." 

"Yes, but a deck-hand is one of the healthkst critturs 
alive! And that's what I want, is n't it? — strength enough 
so I'll never break down again." 

"Yes," she admitted. Her face brightened. "But, Jim," 
she added, pleadingly, "you'll soon be strong enough to 
stop, won't you?' 

This hope cheered her through the next few wedcs. She 
returned to the city soon, for she was unwilling to use any 
more of his wages. To her friends at home she said that 
her son was "roughing it, under doctor's orders." And in 
increasing anxiety she waited till the rou^bing should be 
ended. 

"He certainly looks rough enough," she thought. He 
certainly did. Week by week his face grew darker tanned, 
the skin more coarse, with even a scar on his forehead. His 
hands she could feel growing constantly harder, more cal- 
loused. His chest was broadening by degrees, and into his 
voice came a ring it had never had before. His appetite 
was frightful. Bough enough, indeed! Even his talk, his 
interests, seemed to be more and more of the sea. 

The autumn advanced, and still he did not stop. He 
evadedher questions. Hehad but two nights a week ashore, 
and even these he spent absorbed in ponderous books, of 
which she could make nothing. 

Late one night in December, she noticed a gleani of light 
from the crack beneath his bedroom door. She went in. 
He was sitting up in bed, his chin in his hands, scowling 
down over one of those books. 
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" Jiml" she asked sharply, "what are you reading?" 

" Navigation/' he said simply. Her face set in a puzzled 
frown. 

"But, son! I thought you were only on that boat to get 
back your health!'* Her lip curled. "Aren't you about 
hedUhy enough?" 

"Well, mother," he cried impatiently, "suppose I am. 
Is it a crime to be healthy? — Please don't look so worried. 
Where's the harm? I never knew what it was to feel like 
this. You never knew. What a lot I'd give if you had! 
You'd understand then. I love the salt air, the waves at 
night, the whole glorious business! I know all the Ught- 
houses now, I 'm learning something from charts. The whole 
ocean job seems to kind of take hold in a way nothing else 
ever has. That's all. Where's the harm? "♦ 

"You mean," she asked slowly, "you're going to be just 
a sailor?" 

" No, no — why, mother, there's no end to the different 
kinds of work on one of these big boats. Some of 'em, the 
most important, belong to an engineer. And that's where I 
come in. I'm beginning low of course, till I get hold. But 
can't you see, no matter what branch of engineeringi 'dgone 
into, it would have been the same. Not having a pull, I'd 
have Aa(2 to begin at the bottom! Can't yousee?" 

Slowly his mother turned to the door. 

"I'm afraid I can't, Jim," she said. "Notyet I'Utiy 
to think it out." 

She said little about it that winter. The struggle to re- 
adjust herself was hard. 

How long the old ladder seemed now, the top how hope- 
lessly distant, receding high into the clouds. Her mind 
traveled back over the last thirty years, years of unceasing 
struggle. She saw here and there the mistakes she had made, 
and bitterly she blamed herself for not having managed bet- 
tor* What had she done for Jim? What kind of a start had 
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she given him? ''No pull/' he had said. None at all. And 
the best part of her lif e» the vital part, was already gone. 

She turned to her husband* but found little comfort 
there. Jimmy Senior was kind» he did his best to raise her 
hopes. But in the small flat he had long ago been relegated 
to a third place. The knowledge that in his wife's eyes he 
was a f ailuret had brought a humility which not all his gay 
little worldliness could conceal. Besides* he had been badly 
frightened by that desperate illness of hers. He felt small* 
weak; he was already growing stooped; his hair was slightly 
tinged with gray. And his evident anxiety for his son's 
swift success as a breadwinner was by no means reassuring. 

And Sally's husband — what a contrast! This was the 
bitterest pill of all. He, the common pilot, was a ship o£B- 
cer, high over Jim. She imagined the triumph Sally must 
feel. She knew instinctively that during her illness Jim had 
consulted his aunt, that Sally must have arranged it all, 
the hospital, the ''job." And was she not now doing her 
best to plant in him this dangerous love of the sea? Bess 
imagined all this to herself, though she never went to her 
sister's house, and when Sally came to the flat, ' ' to pat her- 
self over all she had done, " the reception Bess gave her was 
frigid. Coldest of all when Sally tried, in what seemed the 
kindest, most patient manner, to cheer her sister by the 
hope that some day Jinuny might rise to his uncle* s posi- 
Hon, Indeed! 

^Hm brought his unde to see her one night. Bess at once 
scented a plot. And by an elaborate graciousness she strove 
to make the bluff seaman thoroughly ill at ease. But he 
had changed since the old pilot days. She felt it with a 
shock of surprise. There was no polish, not the sign of any- 
thing *' genteel." But he forced the conversation to his 
own ground. And as he talked of Jim's work, the chances 
ahead, of ocean-liners, the fast-growing immensity of the 
part ships played in the work of the world, he displayed a 
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V 
strength and assurance that appealed to Bess in spite of 
herself. Here was a man who had succeeded in what he 
had set out to do> even though the goal was not high. ^ 

His solid assurance acted like a strong tonic upon her.^ 
If such a man had come so far, what might Jim not do/; 
with his education? She hinted this in the questions she 
asked. And the good-natured ofBcer, half -pitying, half-J 
admiring her for the fierce hunger so plainly shown, took, 
the hint, and despite the protests of his nephew, he laid 
stress on the difference between them, regretted the edu- 
cation he himself had missed, envied Jim his boundless 
chances. 

From that night on, those old hopes of hers came back 
one by one. She began to read about ocean-liners. She 
learned at last of certain men in control of the great ship- 
ping interests, men whose wives stood high as society 
leaders. 

The readjustment was complete. 

Jim had already gained a slight promotion, through his 
own vigilance and his uncle's favor. His work was now in 
the engine-rooms. In reality he was there only one of the 
humblest helpers. But his mother told her friends that her 
son was an '*under-o£Bcer, studying navigation." 

Still, the distance to be climbed was appalling. Even in 
her wildest dreams she knew that long weary years must 
elapse before he could rise from the odors and grime. And 
in the meantime she felt that her part, the one service she 
coidd render to atone for her failure in the past, was to 
keep bright before his eyes the true goal of it all, to keep 
him from growing uncouth like his imcle, above all else to 
keep him away from "Aunt Sally's." 

He had been at the old house often lately. Even now he 
was there at least once a week. 

She set about the task of breaking again the warm rela- 
tions between them. From the few fairly successful friends 



y Google 



80 THE LADDEB 

that she herself still had, she secured an ** entree'* for *'the 
young oflScer" into their circle. She pefsuaded him to go 
out once or twice,'* to get some fun out of life." And when 
he came back in disgust and vowed he would never go 
again, even this did not make her despair. 

She changed her tack. She forced herself to leam more 
of his work. Each night that he was ashore, they spent to- 
gether reading aloud, about engines of eveiyshape and 
kind. Long after Jim's father had dismally gone to bed, his 
mother sat on, reading and listening by turns, with the 
most wonderful imitation of interest, though half the time 
she understood barely a word. 

As in the old school days, so again she had her reward. 
F<Nr Aunt Sally had neither mind nor time nor inclination 
for such things. She frankly yawned when Simmy talked 
of his great dreams, of twin screws and turbine engines. 
And his visits at her house grew less and less frequent. 
Bess breathed easier. That danger at least was left behind. 

At the end of another year, his young cousins and their 
friends had given him up. He went to see them barely 
at all. 

But in the autumn Bess noticed a change. A change so 
sudden it took her quite off her guard, struck her in distinct 
separate shocks, for which at fiost she could find no con- 
nection, no meaning. 

His appetite, which during the three bracing years of 
sea-life had continued enormous, now b^an to show the 
most unaccountable ups and downs. He still had but 
two ''shore nights" a week. One night he would come 
home silent, gloomy, preoccupied, and would eat nothing. 
Again he would appear radiant, eat recklessly, noticing 
none of the dainties she had so carefully prepared. He 
would gladly consent to her reading anything under the 
sun ; and while she read, by sharp glances over her book she 
could see that he heard not a word. 
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Sheputitdowntoainbitk>n. And in this she had reason; 
for into his talk of his work there had come a new ietvor. 
But here again were the same bewildering ups and downs. 

While she was still puzzling over these spells, they stop- 
ped as suddenly as they began. 

And little by little, watching him closely with ever sharp- 
ening suspicion, as before she had seen the ocean-life take 
hold of him body and soul, so now she saw the life of the 
city, the teeming ** common *' life of four millions of mortals 
crowded together, take hold. To his slowly opening eyes, 
the very streets at night seemed taking on new interest, 
new meanings; he noticed the most amusing things and the 
most tragic, recounting them in the evenings. And on his 
boat, by day and by night, he seemed seeing his work in the 
most curious way, no longer as a ladder alone, but rich with 
human relations. He was making friends down among the 
crew, listening to conmion sailors spin their world-wide 
yams. 

Last and most baffling of all, he began to talk about his 
school days, not of the college or even the high school, but 
of the conunon pubUc school, which the most ^'ordinary" 
child was forced by law to attend. He had read or heard 
somewhere about immense improvements in the school sys- 
tem, the new roof-gardens, the gynmasiiuns, playgrounds. 
He even spoke of "'the rights of the kids.'* He gave one of 
his two weekly nights of leisure to a boys' athletic club, 
told her funny things they said, chuckled over their very 
toughness, described certain tragic poverty cases, and spoke 
of them all as his chums! 

In the midst of all this, when his mother's whole correct 
Uttle world seemed tumbling about her ears, one night he 
brought home a novel by Dickens, and proposed that they 
read it aloud. In the weeks that followed, struggling 
through as best she could, trying hard to smile at the jokes 
which to her seemed decidedly vulgar, to simulate sympa- 
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thy in the grim scenes that filled her only with disgust, his 
chuckles and his comments opened a gap between them 
which filled her with dismay. 

What was the cause of it all? She racked her brains to 
find the reason. But this absorption in the ill-bred human 
millions, without even a glance at the chosen few above, 
their dazzling entertainments, their weddings and t.hrijlmg 
divorces, was so strange to her eyes, so wholly ludicrous, 
in such shocking taste, that all her groping was blind. She 
coidd find not a due. 

None — except the old one — Aunt Sally's. 

He was going there again. He admitted it shamelessly. 
As an excuse, he gave her the news of the fast approaching 
wedding of his young cousin Sally the Second. He said that 
at such a time a girl certainly had a right to expect her own 
flesh and blood to stand by her. He spoke in this tone so 
often, seemed so anxious to effect a reconciliation, that his 
mother's suspicions took a new turn. And when, evidently 
expecting a struggle before he should win his point, he 
b^ged her to go with him to the wedding, she surprised 
him by a prompt assent. 

The wedding of Sally the Second was in quite as "bad 
taste" as had been that of Sally the First. And in that 
h|larious scene, she saw Jim, her carefully nurtured Jim, 
decidedly at home, having the time of his life. 

And even this was not the worst. 

Suddenly she caught her breath, and looked again to 
make quite sure. Jim stood in the one quiet nook at the end 
of the room. Beside him was a dark-haired girl, simply, 
almost severely dressed, but with an outrageous look in her 
eyes. And the look in Jim's eyes in one flash gave the due 
to the whole wretched business. 

A rush of giddiness came over her. She rose quickly, 
slipped out unobserved, put on her hat and doak and 
started home. 
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Once there, she sank mto a chair, f eehng numb and cold» 
staring out of the narrow window into the twinkling city 
below. 

When at last she heard him at the door, without warning 
and despite her angry attempts at control, two hot tears 
started slowly down her cheeks. 

He entered, huniming gajdy to himself. Hesawherbythe 
window in the dark. 

"Why, mother," he cried, "what made you leave like 
that? There was somebody — two or three people — I 
wanted you to meet.'* He turned up the light, caught sight 
ofherface. "Isay!"hecried. "What's wrong?" 

She passed quickly by him into her bedroom and shut 
the door. And she did not sleep that night. 

She saw that this was final. 

When next he came home, she had gathered herself for 
the struggle. And her attack was so unexpected, her ques- 
tions came so swift and searching, that she soon broke 
through his guard. 

The girl was a niece of his uncle's. She had taught school 
in the country, had come to teach in a public school here, 
was living at Aunt Sally's. He had met her there, had seen 
her often, and she had " opened his eyes to things." 

"Queer," he said, "how I'd never seen it before. What 
an infernal snob I've been, how narrow, talking of nothing 
but schemes for pushing myself . What a bore I must have 
been! I don't see how you stood it, mother! Why on earth 
did n't you stop me?" 

His mother was looking at him with a curious drawn 
expression. 

" Because," she said, " I was just like you. And I am still. 
*An infernal snob — narrow — pushing myself.' What a 
bore this friend of yours would find me." 

"Mother!" 

"Oh, yes! All of that! Do you believe it, Jim? Is this 
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girl going to succeed in making you despise your mother, 
so that the way will be clear for Aer f " 

Jim started, reddened, turned, and walked to the window. 
When he spoke at last, his voice shook slightly: — 

''Isn't that a Uttle small — when youVe never even 
talked with her?" 

''Small? Yes. But I am, ^Hm. And 'narrow* — and 
'sch^ning/ It has been a long time, twenty-six years since 
you were bom, all spent m 'sch^nes' to give you half a 
chance. They have n't been ea^^, these schemes, I'm get- 
ting old these days, and weary from the fight. I'd rather 
hopedyou would stay with us, for a time at least, instead of 
taking a wife to support. — Such a wife!" The last words 
came out sharply. She felt at once the mistake. 

Jim turned abruptly back from the window. 

"I've asked her already," he said. 

His mother winced. 

" I'm waiting for her answer," he continued, trying hard 
to control his voice. " But you 're wrong about my support- 
ing her — I can't." 

"Why not?" 

"Because she says that even if she marries me — she 
won't give up her school." 

"Jim!" 

She gave him one blank look, then burst into a peal of 
unsteady laughter. 

"A school-teacher," she cried harshly, "a common 
school-teacher all her life! What a blessing! What a chance 
for you — and your children! What breeding, what re- 
finement!" 

"Look here, mother!" His face was suddenly gray. "I 
wouldn't talk like that! I didn't say 'for aH her life.' 
But if she loves her work, and the kids, and wants to keep 
on with them till the time when she 's a mother herself — is 
that so low? What do you mean by breeding? Is n't there 
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anything in it but what you read in the papers — baOs, 
divorces, Newjwrt scandals — shoes, clothes, hats, gloves, 
smiles, tact, lies? What are youf Have n't you done any- 
thing else? Did n*t you work before you married, have n*t 
you worked ever since? Did n*t you half kill yourself once, 
just to give me a summer's vacation? — Mother! " He 
bent over her, trembling. ** Give me a chance to show you 
what she really is — a woman — like you. The samel 
Quite the same!" 

Her grip on his arm tightened till it shook. 

"No!" she whispered. "Not the same! So different — 
that if she succeeds, I'll lose youl Jimmy I I love you! 
It's going to be hard — hard!" 
^ And so it was. 

She did not easily give up the work and the purpose of 
her life. There were many stormy scenes in the next few 
weeks. There were times when she seemed old and weak 
and desperate, times when she was harsh and bitter, times 
when she lay all night awake, staring diy-^yed into a dreary 
nothingness. The gap was widening fast. 

Three months later, at the wedding, in the same old house 
where she herself had been married thirty years before, at 
the beginning of the long, slow dimb — she saw it all come 
to an end. 

And when the ordeal was over, she went back with her 
husband, the old Jimmy who had failed, back to the flat, to 
live out the years that were left. 

Her pride remained, and a spark of the old vigor. She 
kept up a few of her friends. She was kind to the man now 
growing so old. She dreamed back over the years of strug- 
gle, privations, plannings, hopes. 

She was lonely. In spite of all her pride, she was hungry 
for that son of hers, counted the days between his visits. 

He came only once a month. She had forbidden him to 
come oftener, she had declined to see his wife, she had 
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indignantly refused all money aid. When he came they 
avoided the present, spoke only of old times. 

She had kept a few relics, baby things, battered toys, 
badges he had won at school. And little by little, dreaming 
over these scant reminders, her mind traveled back even 
farther, to the days of doUs, of that fierce maternity which 
had made the wee matrons on neighboring doorsteps frown, 
and say she was " spoiling her children." 

As the months wore on and the loneliness grew, this ele- 
mental passion rose, till her few remaining f rfends shook 
their heads, said she was getting *' unbalanced" — till even 
the great ladder was almost lost to view. 

One night when Jimmy came, she saw at once that he 
was intensely excited. He stayed imtil long after midnight. 

And after that evening, for weeks and weeks she was so 
silent, her husband grew afraid for her mind. To quiet his 
fears, she told him the reason. But when in a rush of glad 
relief he began to plead in Jim's behalf, she begged him not 
tosx)eakofitagain. And the struggle went on as before. 

Here was a last readjustment. There had been many 
since Jim was bom, but none so deep as this. The two old 
passions of her nature were set now one against the other. 
And there was little thinking. Only a matter of instinct. 
The issue was so clear. 

As the months drew on toward summer, a new element 
crept in — anxiety. Jim came often, bringing news, now 
good and now decidedly bad. Anxiety — it rose steadily, 
slowly but surely pushing all else aside. It ended late one 
evening, when Jim came in, quiet and pale, and asked his 
mother to come. 

The night was long. There was little time for thinking. 
But when the strange new light of an April dawn came 
sifting into a quiet room, and fell on a gray-haired woman 
bending over a cradle, it showed how completely the strug- 
gle of a lifetime had been left behind. 
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LOBD DUNSANT 

On one of those unattained) and unattainable, pinnacles 
that are known as the Bleaks of Eerie, an eagle was looking 
east with a hopeful presage of blood. 

For he knew, and rejoiced in the knowledge, that east- 
ward over the dells the dwarfs were risen in Ulk, and gone 
to war with the demigods. 

The demigods are they that were bom of earthly women; 
but their sires are the elder gods who walked of old among 
men. Disguised they would go through the villages some- 
times in simmier evenings, cloaked and unknown of men; 
but the younger maidens knew them and always ran to 
them singing, for all that their elders said: in evenings long 
ago they had danced to the woods of the oak trees. Their 
children dwelt out-of-doors beyond the dells of the bracken, 
in the cool and heathery lands, and were now at war with 
the dwarfs. 

Dour and grim were the demigods, and had the faults of 
both parents, and would not mix with men but claimed the 
right of their fathers, and woidd not play human games but 
forever were prophesying, and yet were more frivolous than 
their mothers were, whom the fairies had long since buried 
in wild wood-gardens with more than human rites. 

And being irked at their lack of rights and ill-content 
with the land, and having no power at all over wind and 
snow, and caring little for the powers they had, the demi- 
gods became idle, greasy, and slow; and the contemptuous 
dwarfs despised them ever. 

The dwarfs were contemptuous of all things savoring of 
heaven, and of everything that was even partly divine. 
They were, so it has been said, of the seed of man; but, 
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being squat and hairy » like to the beasts, they praised all 
beastly things, and bestiality was shown reverence among 
them, so far as reverence was theirs to show. So most of all 
they despised the discontent of the demigods who dreamed 
of the courts of heaven and power over wind and snow ; for 
what better, said the dwarfs, could demigods do than nose 
in the earth for roots and cover their faces with mire, and 
run with the cheerful goats and be even as th^? 

Now, in their idleness caused by their discontent, the 
seed of the gods and the maidens grew more discontented 
still, and spake of or cared for only heavenly things; until 
the contempt of the dwarfs, who heard of all these doings, 
was bridled no longer and it must needs be war. Th^ 
burned spice, dipped in blood and dried, before the chief of 
their witches, sharpened their axes, and made war on the 
demigods. 

They passed by night over the Oolnar Mountains, — 
each dwarf with his good axe, the old flint war-axe of his 
fathers, — a night when no moon shone; and they went un- 
shod and swiftly, to come on the demigods in the darkness 
beyond the dells of Ulk, lying fat and idle and contemptible. 

And before it was light they found the heathery lands, 
and the demigods lying lazy all over the side of a hill. The 
dwarfs aftole toward them warily in the darkness. 

Now the art that the gods love most is the art of war ; and 
when the seed of the gods and those nimble maidens awoke 
and found it was war, it was almost as much to them as the 
god-like pursuits of heaven, enjoyed in the marble courts, 
or power over wind and snow. They all drew out at once 
their swords of tempered bronze, cast down to them cen- 
turies since on stormy nights by their fathers; drew them 
and faced the dwarfs; and casting their idleness from them, 
fell on them sword to axe. And the dwarfs fought hard that 
night, and bruised the demigods sorely, hacking with those 
huge axes that had not spared the oaks. Yet for all the 
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weight of their blows and the cimning of thdr adventure, 
one point they had overlooked : the demigods were immortal. 

As the fight rolled on toward morning the fighters were 
fewer and fewer; yet for all the blows of the dwarfs, men 
fell upon one side only. 

- Dawn came, and the demigods were fighting against no 
more than six; and the hour that follows dawn, and the 
last of the dwarfs was gone. 

And when the light was clear on that peak of the Bleaks 
of Eerie, the eagle left his crag and flew grimly east, and 
found it was as he had hoped in the matter of blood. 

But the demigods lay down in their heathery lands, for 
once content though so far from the courts of heaven, and 
even half forgot their heavenly rights, and sighed no more 
for power over wind and snow. 
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THE MASTER-WEAVER 

BiAUDB RADirOBD WABBEN 

This is the stoiy of a woman whose imagmation said yes, 
when her heart meant no» and who paid for her sin with 
twenty-five dead years; and of a man who took defeat as if 
it were victory, and in the end won his fee of happiness. 

There is a little village in Ireland that lies one third of 
the way between Dublin and Belfast. Its people have all 
the industry of the North Irish, and all the poetry of the 
Southern; and this is well, for they can ply their trade as 
weavers of linen, and at the same time embroider with 
dreams lives that would be, otherwise, too work-ridden for 
joy. From daylight till dark, and often well on into candle- 
light, can be heard the hum of the looms, and can be seen 
the gleam of white bare feet on the treadles, and dark heads 
bowed over the smooth threads. There are those who say 
that no other linen in all the world is as fair and strong as 
the linen of the weavers of Ballycloonagh; and there are a 
few mystics who even say that a board spread with such 
linen never lacks plenty, nor do those who sit about it lack 
happiness. 

The Irish must either lead or follow, and so, always, the 
village of Ballycloonagh had a master-weaver, one who not 
only wove fastest and best, but who arranged for the sale 
of his work and his fellows\ As far back as the memory of 
the oldest inhabitant could reach, a McSweeney had held 
the honor, by merit and by tacit election. It was the pride 
of the family to deserve their distinction; and so when 
Michael McSweeney, at twenty, took his father's place as 
master-weaver, there was none to deny his right. 

He was an industrious young fellow, and so quick-fin- 
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gered at the loom that he could well afford the twilight 
walks he often took with Aileen Dwyer. A pretty pair» the 
old women, sitting at the cottage doors, called them as they 
strolled down the little main street of the village to the 
road that for generations had lured the feet of lovers, and 
that pointed them with part of its white length to the 
mountains, and with the other part to the sea; that led 
them by the raths, where the children sat till nightfall wait- 
ing for the Good Little People to appear; and that, perhaps, 
had won a life of its own from all the heart-riches which had 
passed over it, for here had been all the joys and sharp 
griefs of youth, and, at times, the memories of the old. 
, But Michael McSweeney thought little enough of where 
they walked, on the one night that he always said took all 
of the dreariness out of the days that came after, and made 
up for the emptiness of those that went before; for Michael 
was of the company of those aristocrats of the soul who are 
spiritually frugal, and know how to make joy fertile in the 
arid places of life. He had just shown Aileen, somehow, 
blunderingly, what was in his heart, and she had told him 
that she loved him, too. They were in that most precious 
of moments to lovers, when realization is so fresh that it 
seems that time can never dull the lyrical sense of belonging 
to each other. 

Michael had pushed her a little away from him, and was 
towering above her, his great hands touching her shoulders 
gently. 

"Is it sure you are 't is you?'* he asked in an awed tone; 
''and 't is not dreaming I am? *' 

She looked up at him, glad of his strength, his great 
frame, his irregular shock of hair, and the wide gray eyes 
that always had a smile in them. She was more of a dreamer 
than himself. As they stood there, she thought that he 
might be one of the old heroes come back — King Ivor, or 
Finn of the Mighty Arm, or Conn of the hundred battles. 
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whom none could conquer in war, and who dropped to the 
knee of Bt. Patrick at last, when the pagan days ended for 
Ireland. 

^' You, that are always talkin* to me of Grainne, and the 
enchanted forest, and Queen Mave and Diarmid,'' he said, 
"tell me, is it back in the ould days we are, or will I wake 
up to-morrow and find myself at my loom, and no Aileen 
in my life at all?'* 

" I am in your life forever and ever,'* she said. 

She was a slender little thing, dark and soft and loving, 
but very timid, for she lived with a shrewish aimt, who 
twitted her with her helplessness and poverty; and it was 
to make herself brave, by ignoring facts, that she wove her 
visions and saw herself a lady of the old days, with all 
the hills of Ireland her own, and now Michael to be her 
knight. 

** Aye,** Michael said, "nothing can take you away from 
me; remember that now. If one of your pishogues should 
spring up now and whiff you away to India, sure *t is my 
love would draw you back some day. I'd work on my linen 
and I 'd weave in spells, and some day the spells would tan- 
gle themselves about you, and back you'd come." 

"I often dream of other lands," she murmured. "Is it 
true that you and me will be always together, Michad, 
always in Ballycloonagh?" 

" Where else? Maybe a trip to Dublin every five years. 
You never hope to see London, I 'm thinkin'? " 

"Just your face for always," she said. "But what good 
is there in me for a weaver? " 

"Little dear rose of my heart, I can work for two,** he 
said. " You '11 never touch a loom again." 

" I won't then," she sighed gratefully. 

They walked on, hand in hand, stopping now and then 
to ask each other, breathlessly, if it were true; if love had 
really given them to each other, forgetting that there were 
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in the world such forces as faithlessness or partings absence 
or poverty or sorrow. 

When Michael at last left her on her doorstep, Aileen was 
too deeply moved to sleep. The little cottage of her aunt 
would have closed in on her and smothered her like the folds 
of one of her own green dragons. She was trembling — 
afraid of the future. Suddenly* the village that she had 
known all her life became an alien place; Michael» her lover, 
was a dream; the realities — she did not know what they 
were» because she could feel nothing but the throbbing of 
her heart. As if to run away from all that beset her, she 
hurried along the south road that led to the sea, thinking 
that when she was tired her little world would come back. 
Her eyes raced into the dark lanes of trees; she threw back 
her head and let her gaze speed, unseeing, over the sky and 
the land and the stars. 

Her heart throbbed louder than ever — no, that sound 
was not her heart; it was the faint beat of a horse's hoofs 
growing clearer and clearer. She drew closer to the side of 
the ditch, and waited. A rider galloped out of the shadows 
and, checking his horse beside her, leaped from his saddle, 
with a short laugh. 

" Ha, little Aileen Dwyer," he said, " it is almost as if you 
were waiting for me, my girl." 

She dropped a curtsy, for it was young Philip Carew of 
the Manse. The Manse was the one great house of the vil- 
lage, where a father and mother, two sons and several 
daughters, proud of their ancestry, starved bitterly to- 
gether. This night, the second son, Philip, had wrung from 
his father his patrimony of sixty poimds, had taken his one 
possession, his horse, and was riding away from his old 
home forever. He was a handsome, ardent yoimg man; 
reckless, but shrewd; kind, in a careless fashion, and prone 
now and then to a wild impulse, which he always treated 
afterward as if it had been a staid calculation. 
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'* So you were not waitixig for m6» little Aileen? *' he asked. 

*'I — I don't know» sir," she stammered confusedly, and 
curtsied again. As she straightened, her lovely dark face 
lifted, her lips soft and wondering, her eyes as deep as the 
woods behind her, Philip Carew caught her in his arms and, 
setting her on his horse, leaped up behind her. He gave 
rein, and they galloped along the road to the sea. 

''We're going to America," said young Philip Carew, in 
his deep voice. ''What does it matter over these that you 
were bom in a weaver's cabin? We '11 be rich, and when you 
are my wife I '11 give you everything out of the coffers of all 
the world. You'll go? What good is there in you for a 
weaver?" 

The sentence beat over and over again in Aileen's brain. 
Her own words. She had said them to Michael, "What 
good is there in me for a weaver?" 

" These little hands will never work again, for we shall be 
rich," said Philip Carew. "Shall I put you down, Aileen? 
Wijl you go back to the village and weave cloths till your 
little fingers look like the gnarled bark on the trees here? 
Shall I put you down, Aileen?" 

Nothing was real any more to Aileen. Perhaps it was the 
old time; perhaps he was a knight carrying her away, his 
proper spoil because he had swept her upon his horse; per- 
haps this had all happened before. Perhaps she was Maool 
borne away by the black King of Leinster, leaving woe be- 
hindher. Perhaps she was dreaming and would wake up in 
a moment and find herself on the doorstep of her aunt's 
cottage. 

" Will you come with me, Aileen? " Carew whispered. 

And something that was not herself, forever and ever 
she knew it was not herself, told him "yes." 

And with that word she wove her fate and Michael's as 
surely as he, at that moment, wove his fair white Unen^ and 
thrilled with the thought that she was hi^* 
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Though he walked with the aristxxnrats of the sotdy Michael 
had his full meed of suffering in the long loss of Aileen; but 
he believed that his suffering did not matter; that it had 
nothing to do with the joys and sorrows of other people* or 
the swing of the seasons and the years. His pain was more 
subtle and many-sided than might be believed, none the 
less so that he was incapable of analyzing the forces against 
and with him. There was the pity of his f riends» which he 
shrank from, and the jeers of a few jealous and low-souled 
folk» which he must ignore; worst of aU» there was the be- 
wildering and crushing sorrow of Aileen's treachery. He 
could not understand it. To accept it meant disloyalty to 
himself and to her. To save them both, — to give them to 
each other again, — he forced himself not to believe in it. 
Something had happened, no one knew what, to part them 
for a time. He shut his eyes to the fact that she had gone 
away with Philip Carew. They had been parted, yet some 
day, in some other world, perhaps, they would meet. Mean- 
time that one sacred night had made them each other's 
forever. 

But because a man cannot wait with folded hands, he 
bowed himself to his work. Such a master-weaver the coun- 
try had never known before. At first his energy displayed 
itself in a management which gave more bread to his fellow 
workers. But after a time, a few of the most feeling of them, 
the truest Celts, began to know that there was something in 
the linen that came from under Michael's hands which 
made it different from any other linen. Many of the weav- 
ers departed^ here and there, from the stock patterns, as 
their fancy led; that was one reason why the Ballydoonagh 
linens were prized by connoisseurs. But when those that 
had the gift of the eye gazed for long on Michael's weaving, 
they felt that there was something in the delicate lines and 
curves and tendrils of the shamrocks not to be seen other- 
where; else why should one begin to think of dreamy for- 
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ests, and tender ancient tales; of old loves that were dead» 
and still not lost» and of sacrifices that added a deeper note 
to the songs of the choir invisible? MichaeFs soul was slip- 
ping through his fingers into his fair white linen. All he 
felt for himself and Aileen» as he wove, somehow put a life 
into the threads — the sorrows he would fain have taken 
from her and kept all to himself; the loneliness of each; the 
life th^ might have lived together in the quiet Irish vil- 
lage, and the wonder if they were not repeating an old grief 
lived long ago in the lands between the hills and the sea, 
when Ireland was young and, though pagan, ready for the 
sword-sharp voice of God. 

He had no thought of sending a message to Aileen, and 
she none of receiving one; and yet, in a vague way, one came 
to her. She used to say to herself that she died the moment 
that something, not herself, said yes to Philip Carew, as he 
galloped along the road to the sea that was to take her from 
all that she loved. Strange to say , it was never the sefmra- 
tion from her kin that took the heart out of her and made 
her a shadow of her old self; she missed no one but Michael. 
The worst was her knowledge that, somehow, ohe was sep- 
arated from her own soul. That, perhaps, was her purga- 
tory, she thought, to be in one world with her body, while 
her' soul lay dead or asleep in another. 

She was silent, withdrawn into her dreams, not at all in 
Philip Carew's world. Had she loved him, she could have 
risen to his eveiy want, for, indeed, she was teachable 
enough. From the very first he had teachers for her, and 
she learned French, and knew how to manage a house, and, 
as time wore on, was able, with perfect self-possession, to 
take her place among conspicuous people. 

"But, confound it all," grumbled Philip Carew, " where *s 
the spirit and dash all gone to? I did n't know I was marry- 
ing a painted picture for a wife.'* 

Her one child might have brought her back to Philip's 
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world, but he was his father's son — so markedly so that 
Philip began to ignore the fact that Aileen Dwyer was his 
mother. This little Philip Carew would inherit great wealth 
— great enough to more than preserve the traditions of the 
old race from whence he came. The father meant that the 
world should forget the poverty in which his house had 
dwelt for three generations. Some day he should go back, 
and then — Meanwhile a passive, nerveless woman was no 
guide, even for a babe in arms. Philip did not admit, even 
to himself, that he did not want his son shadowed with the 
influence of peasant blood. In effect he took the child al- 
most entirely from his mother, and Aileen made no protest. 
She loved the boy, indeed, but she knew from the beginning 
that in all the realities of life he did not need her, any more 
than her husband needed her. A shadow wife, a shadow 
mother — that was enough for them. They were fond of 
her in an indulgent way, proud that she always looked well 
and never blundered, and irritated that their interests 
could not stir her — that she was so spiritless, so remote. 

Yet her world of fancies, her real world, was a vivid place 
enough. In the days when she was aUve, the days of the vil- 
lage life in Ballydoonagh, all culminating in that night of 
nights when she promised herself to Michael McSweeney, 
and then foreswore them both — in those days her dreams 
were all of the old heroes and lovers of Ireland, of the time 
when the country was young and the cities were hamlets, 
while the sites of the present-day hamlets were wide sway- 
ing forests; when the voices of birds and waters were higher 
than the voices of shop and street, and when poetry was in 
the hearts of men instead of in books. 

Yet now that she no longer had Michael, to whom she 
used to tell her dreams; now that she listened no longer to 
his attempts, not always skillful, to draw parallels between 
those old loves and their own; now that she was alone with 
a dead soul, her thoughts took a very different trend. She 
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wove into the web of her dreams the lives that she and 
Michael might have lived. Without any thought of disloy- 
alty to Philip Carew, at the end of the first year of marriage 
with him she had built a series of incidents that would have 
marked the stages of the first year she should have lived 
with Michael. In the stead of little Philip, there were, as 
the years passed, dream-children, with Michael's hair and 
eyes. In Michael's cottage she stepped across the earthen 
floor, stooping to the open hearth; and this, many a time, 
when she was listening to music by great artists, or even 
dining with men and women whose names spelled power to 
several millions of less noted Americans. 

What helped to make her dreams concrete were various 
stores of wonderful lijaens, which she began to hoard after 
her first year in America. If Michael's fellow workers ate 
white bread and wore warmer cloth, their ease was due to 
Aileen's gold. It was the one external transaction of her 
life not open to PhiUp Carew. Her allowance was nearly all 
spent for the work of those side by side with whom she used 
to weave. She could dose her eyes and see the dark heads 
bending over the looms, and the white feet twinkling over 
the treadles. 

Michael's work she kept apart, in oaken chests carved 
by cunning hands with old Celtic figures; and many an hour 
she sat tracing, with soft forefinger, Michael's skillful 
weaving; but she did not respond to the dreams, her old 
dreams, which Michael had woven therein. She only held 
more firmly to that thread of a shadowy mutual life she 
had made for the two of them. And as the years went on, 
her mind leaped ahead and she saw for them an old age to- 
gether, when all the children would be gone and the weav- 
ing done, and two, whom time had forgotten, might sit in 
peace together. For if Michael, once no dreamer, now 
saw a vision of life with Aileen in another world, Aileen, the 
former dreamer, now saw only a life in this world. It was 
lips and hands of flesh and blood which called her^ 
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It might seem that the two» who, out of love for each 
other, had each tried to live m the other's groove, were at 
cross-purposes; but love is greater than any terms in which 
it can express itself, and so, as the years passed, they drew 
closer. The linen that Michael wove, and Uiat Aileen pressed 
against her wistful face, was a message to her, and thougih 
she could send none to him, her heart spoke, and his, some- 
how, received its comfort. With the years his inspiration 
grew; his hands flew faster and faster; the wonderful pat- 
terns he wove grew deeper in meaning to the few who had 
the vision to see, and carried a stronger hope to the one 
woman who had forgotten her visions, but never her love. 

And then on a day the oaken chests were locked. Women 
fitted black stuffs about Aileen's shrinking form, and her 
son sobbed in a room next a darkened chamber. For Philip 
Carew was dead, and the dreams that had made Aileen's 
own life had, somehow, died, too. In all the world there was 
only nothingness, and she was full of fear. 

Young Philip Carew and his wife looked furtively at the 
face of the woman who sat between them on the back seat 
of the motor-car. Again and again their own glances crossed 
and dropped. They were pleasant young people, practical 
and rather conventional, and th^ did not understand the 
transformation that had taken place in Aijeen Carew since 
she had left the boat at Queenstown and begun the joum^ 
northward along the road that led from the sea. 

Before the elder Philip Carew had died he had told his 
son the dream of his life, and charged him to fulfill it. He 
was to go home and bui|d up agcin the house of Carew. In 
lii3 earliest childhood Philip had drawn in the love of Ire- 
land from his father's lips. It takes fully two generations to 
kill the Irish love for the green land that is the cradle of the 
race that gives the world romance. Young Philip loved the 
hills and sea and waving woods of Ballydoonagh as if ha 



uigitized by 



Google 



100 THE MASTEB-WEAVEB 

had always lived among them. He knew every room in the 
old house in which his father had been bonu 

During the elder FhiUp*s last illness his brother died, 
childless, and, too late, he was heir to the barren Irish acres 
that meant more to him than all his wealth. Fearful that 
young Philip might not carry out his wishes fully, heguarded 
carefully the chances for the success of his dearest dream. 
He had charged his son to wait at least a year before going 
to the old home, and, if possible, to let the journey be his 
honeymoon. Then surely, with the sorrow of his father's 
death softened, with the joy of the brid^room to glorify 
all that his eyes saw, the home of his people would mean to 
him something of what it had meant to others of his race. 

PhiUp and his mother helped each other as best they 
could through the first months of their loss; but they had 
never imderstood each other. Aileen seemed to her son 
strangely broken and helpless; her one vital wish was that 
he should marry his Cora soon and be as happy as he could. 
When he told her that, in obedience to his father's plan, he 
and Cora were going to Ireland for their honeymoon, she 
said she would go too. Philip hesitated; he knew that his 
mother's assodations had been humble, and yet, siu'dy, she 
must have grown away from her old companions; surely she 
would fed herself a part of her husband's people. He felt 
ashamed of his hesitation; he and Cora were beginning a 
happy life from which they must give generous largess to 
her. 

And so Philip's mother had come to Ireland, and thqr 
were stealing wondering glances at her, feeling thoroughly 
embarrassed. Was this the pale, remote lady whose maid 
had dressed her and helped her on deck only two hours be- 
fore? With the first glance at her green, green land, an old 
light had come back to her eyes. Now, as the motor-car 
slipped northwards, the spirit of Aileen Dwyer came back 
into her face. Little ciu*ls were stealing from her carefully ^ 
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dressed hair and dancing on her forehead and neck; her 
cheeks were pink; her lips parted. She lauded, a hiugh that 
Michael used to say reminded him of the talking of the 
water in St. Patrick's spring where the first pagans were 
baptized — water that had gone mad since over the joy of 
all those souls. 

She had forgotten her son and daughter, and all of her old 
life; her youth was coming back, and all the shadowy life 
between had fled her mind. The real things of the world 
were b^pnning, and the sign-posts to them were the still 
waters of the River Slaney, the blue hill of Oulard, the road 
that led to Glendalough, and Bray Head lifting stark above 
the sea. She begrudged the hour they stopped in Dublin to 
lunch. She wanted to drive on and on, the while the old 
life rushed back to meet her. 

They halted at last at a town three miles from Bally- 
cloonagh, and there Philip decided they had better remain 
till the morning. He was disturbkl about his mother; he 
wondered if Cora had noticed the burr that had come back 
to his mother's speech. But not afternoon tea, not the 
deference of the imikeeper and his servants, not her maid's 
ministrations, could bring back the Aileen of half a dozen 
hours before. Her soul had come back to her, and was 
stamping its possession on her body. 

She was urged to lie down, and, under Cora's supervision, 
her maid darkened her room. After they had gone, Aileen 
lay and laughed at them for a few moments. Then she 
rose, slipped along the passage, down the back-stairs, and 
out of the back-door to the path that skirted the road lying 
between the mountains and the sea. 

Oh, that road, that road, that road! How it seemed to 
leap to her feet; that road along which lovers had walked 
before ever there was a city or church in all the land. Why, 
she used to think, that was the tree under which Miume 
stood as she waited for Cumnhal. All the old stories came 
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back — thoughts of the heroes and lovers like Michael, and 
the women like herself » whom a man could love so much 
that, though the road to her was death, it was a path of joy. 

The miles fell swiftly under her feet; the sun had long 
dropped; the twilight was coming and the villagers were at 
supper when she passed along the single crooked street of 
Ballydoonagh. No one spoke to her, though some heads 
peered curiously out of windows as she passed. There was 
Michaers cottage; there was no light within; perhaps he 
was eating supper in the dark. 

She went inside; he was not there, nor were there signs 
that he had supped. She laughed softly; of course, it was 
the first Thursday in the month, the day he always took 
his linen into the town to ship it to England or America. 
He had woven till tea-time, of course, and then he had 
walked to town. 

She felt for the matches, lit a candle, and drew the cur- 
tains. She looked, with a doubtful smile, at her gown, and 
then, hesitatingly, went into the bedroom that adjoined 
the living-room. In a few moments she came back wear- 
ing a dress which had belonged to Michaers mother — a 
shabby scarlet dress that Michael had liked; he had said 
that some day Aileen should wear scarlet. 

Singing an old song, she knelt at the hearth and made a 
fire. She stepped back and forth to the cupboard and laid 
the table. When the kettle was singing and the tea ready 
to be made, she went to Michael's loom. She slipped off her 
shoes and stockings, and felt for the treadles; with imac- 
customed fingers she caught at the threads. Always she 
had been clumsy at the loom, and now she was spoiling one 
of Michael's loveliest patterns. 

For t!he first time a little fear struck her heart It had 
never come to her that Michael might be married -^ he was 
hers, hers! It had never come to her that he would not want 
her back after all the years; but now, as she faltered at the 
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loom, she wondered if long disuse had made her forget the 
little homely ways that Michael loved. 

Then he came, and at first he thought he was simply 
dreaming a little more vividly than usual; but when he saw 
her welcoming face change into doubt at his still look, then 
he knew that love had shown him her face again, not once, 
but forever. They said no word for a long time; they held 
hands and looked into each other's eyes, and did not see the 
messages time had printed on each face. And so, softly, 
they bridged their lost years. 

Then, still* in silence, he led her through the crooked street 
of the village to a certarn stretch on the road, that they 
might find again that hour they had lost so many years ago. 
And they were looking at each other's faces with infinite 
understanduig, and Aileen's heart was beating louder and 
louder — And again, it was not her heart, but the beating 
of a horse's hoofs. A rider galloped out of the shadows and 
checked his horse beside her. 

"Mother!" cried Philip Carew, "how dare you — I 
mean, how could you? '* 

He leaped from his saddle and would have lifted her upon 
the horse, but she drew back. 

"Something 's wrong with the car, and I thought it best 
not to get a carriage," he said. " What dress is that you are 
in?" 

Aileen looked from her lover to her son. In a flash, she 
saw what her new life might mean to Philip. Hiuniliation 
— the thwarting of his father's hopes and his own. She 
hesitated, and for a moment she dropped Michael's hand. 
Then she lifted it again and pressed it passionately to her 
breast. 

"Philip," she said, "you're my child, but I was Michael's 
brfore you were bom. I'm in his debt for twenty-five years 
of sorrow, for 't is him that has suffered, while I was dead, 
since the night I was traitor to him." 
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Th^ had no need of speech^ she and MichaeL He felt 
what she wanted of him, and so he spoke to Philip: — 

"You're young. You'll make your life, as others do, in 
spite of shame and a bit of thwarting. We'll do what we 
can for you, Aileen and I. There's many a spot in Ireland 
we can find, so we find it together; linens and cottages 
enough, and while we have each other we have all the world. 

They looked into each other's ^es, and th^ forgot Philip 
Carew. He was practical and conventional, rich and im- 
patient of peasants, but he was a Celt, too; he had a touch 
of that imagination that is the crown of his race, and he 
knew that he was in the presence of a love that was greater 
than his will, or his mother's, or Michael's. There they 
stood, those two, one who had known all that wealth could 
give for more than half her life, and one who had never 
been served by others; one who was trained in all the usages 
of the sophisticated world, and one who had never been 
fifty miles from his little hamlet; but love had made them 
equals. As they stood hand in hand, looking into each 
other's eyes, time and sorrow were as nothing to them; and 
perhaps they were somehow an atonement to the spirits of 
other lovers who had suffered and lost, and died unsatis- 
fied. 

Young Philip Carew tiuned away, sobbing as he had 
sobbed when his father died; but the lovers did not hear. 
Michael was thinking of an old Celtic song, the refrain of 
which ran, — 

Death to us all, and his own life to eachi 

Aileen was thinking of the wonder of their deliverance to 
each other. Sheheldclosetoherlover,Iestherdreamshould 
escape her. And together they turned back along the road 
that leads from the sea to the mountains* 
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JOSEPH HUSBAND 

EviSBT night» at exactly eight minutes past nine, the 
limited roars through the village. I can see it coming sev- 
eral miles away, its powerful headlight fingering rails and 
telegraph wires with a shimmer of light. Silently and slowly 
it seems to draw nearer; then, suddenly, it is almost above 
me. A wild roar of steam and driving wheels, the wail of its 
hoarse whistle at the crossing, and then, looming black 
against the night sky, it smashes past, and in the swing of 
drivers and connecting rods I think of a greyhound, or a 
racehorse thundering the final stretch. High in the cab 
window a motionless figure peers ahead into the night ; sud- 
denly he is blackly silhouetted by the glare of the opened 
fire-door, and in the orange light I can see the fireman swing 
back and forth as he feeds his fire. The light bums against 
the flying steam and smoke above; then blackness — and 
now the white windows of the Pullmans flicker past, and 
through the swirl of dust and smoke I watch the two red 
lights sink down the track. 

Every time I see that black figure in the cab I wonder how 
far he can peer ahead into the night, and I wonder at the 
perfect faith that is his: faith in silent men who keep the 
semaphores lighted and true, and in those humble servants 
whose constant watchfulness guards him from broken rail 
and loosened fish-plate. Last night I sat beside him. 

It was not my limited that I boarded, but a faster, greater 
engine that helps to rush half across the continent — a train 
before which all others wait and all tracks are cleared. I 
stood with the Division Superintendent on the platform of 
the little station where it must pause for water. Beyond the 
yardlights its song rose clear and vibrant. With a flare of 
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lofty headlight and the grind of brakes it was beside us, 
steel lungs panting heavily* a reek of oil sweating from 
heated sides. 

The engineer, a torch in his hand, swung down, and we 
shook hands before I climbed the iron rungs to the cab. 
From the hi^ windows I watched him oil and stroke the 
sinews of his monster. Behind, on the top of the tender, the 
fireman was filling the tanks with a torrent of water. Then 
th^ joined me, and in the torchlightlsawthe black studded 
end of the boiler, like a giant cask-head, a tangle of pipes 
across its face; water-gauge and steam dial dimly illumined 
by shaded bull's-eyes. The engineer blew out the torch and 
climbed into his seat. Opposite him, I settled into mine, 
the fireman behind me. 

There was the thin piping of a whistle in the cab and the 
engineer slowly opened the throttle. We were oflF. Rum- 
bling and swaying we passed the upper windows of the sta- 
tion. Telegraphers in shirtsleeves were fingering their in- 
struments beneath shaded lights. The chill of the frosty 
night air penetrated the cab, and I buttoned my coat about 
me and looked ahead into the darkness. We were gathering 
headway. A string of freight cars on a siding swept behind 
us; already the lights of the village were far behind. Ahead 
of the long body of the locomotive, extending incredibly be- 
yond the small front Windows of the cab, the track, hardly 
visible in the ray of the headlight, terminated suddenly in 
the darkness. The roar of drivers and machinery was deaf- 
ening. From side to side the engine rocked like a plunging 
derelict. The crashing roar grew louder, loud beyond belief, 
and the rocking and trembling almost threw me from the 
seat. 

Thefiremanslid open the jaws of the fire-box, flooding the 
cab with light and heat. Within, the flame, white to pale 
daffodil in its intensity, twisted like streams of fluid in the 
draught. Behind the cab the black end of the tender rose 
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high above my line of vision, rocking and swaying in con- 
trary motion to the engine, like a bulldog twisting on a 
stick. Balancing on the- smooth steel floor, the fireman 
stoked his grate-bars, his shovel feeding spots where the 
coal was thinnest. Then darkness as he closed the doors 
with hJ3 foot. Only the two dim lights on gauge and indi* 
cator; and on each side, and above, the stars racing evenly 
beside us. I looked down at the road-bed: it was flooding 
past us like a torrent. 

" Green." I caught the word above the tumult. 

" Green," echoed the fireman. 

Far ahead, four colored lights gleamed like gems against 
the sky. Two rubies below; above, another ruby and be- 
side it the pale green of an emerald. The green light was in 
the upper right-hand comer of the square. 

"Seventy-five to eighty." The fireman shouted in my 
ear. 

" Block *s clear. That green light gives us a clear track." 

Already the block semaphores were behind us. Blinded 
by the rush of air I tried to see the track ahead. Likeadark 
avalanche the world seemed pouring under our pilot, and 
beneath I felt the road-bed, at last in motion, shivering and 
swirling like a mill-race. From under the engine puffs of 
steam shredded into fog-rift, white in the light from the 
roimd holes beneath the grate-bars. And through the two 
great circles of light projected by them, as from a stereop- 
ticon, flickered embankments, telegraph-poles, hills and 
houses like a reeling cinematograph. 

" Green," came the confirmation. 

The fixed green star shone for a minute and flashed past. 

Faintly I heard the fireman at my ear. 

"Almost ninety." 

Long ago the headlight had become useless except as a 
warning of our approach; we were past the farthest range 
of its illumination before the eye could discern what lay 
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hdcxe lu. Blind and helpless we tore on. Broken rail, a 
train on the crossing, or open switch — we would never see 
it. But **green" shone the light, and wholly trusting in the 
silent men who flashed to us their word of safety we never 
faltered. I thought of a staOed train that might lie sleeping 
on our rai]3. But ^' green" was the light — their thin cry 
through the long night watches. 

The engineer, silent, his hand fingering throttle and air- 
brake, sat huddled high on his seat. Through his goggles he 
watched the blackness ahead. A brief second's time to set 
his brakes was all he asked. Faroff in the great city the chief 
dispatcher was following our flight mile by mile, block to 
block. Over the wires his voice and the voices of his helpers 
told the rapid story ofbur progress. In the lonely tower at 
the next curve someone would flash the green beacon to our 
straining eyes and report us on our way. To him others 
were now reporting, giving him the certain knowledge that 
our way was safe. Keepers of the safety of our path; how 
perfectly we trusted them; how great and unrewarded is 
their perfect service. 

I looked back. Behind, the Pullmans cast steady squares 
of light on the racing cut. Here was our freight. Sons of 
Mary ; even more blindly they trusted, " peaoduUy sleeping 
and unaware." 

Sons of Martha: they were beside me. 

" Green," they chorused. 

Out of the night came the instant crash of the westbound 
express. With a blast of air and a slamming roar it seemed 
to brush us. It was gone. 

Through a sleeptag village we tore on with a wild, hoarse 
cry. Darkened windows flashed reflected light. A station 
platform whipped past our heels; huddled groups of people 
pressed back against the building. 

"Green!" 

Like brilliant stars from a rocket gleamed a constellation 
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at a double crossing. Ruby drops of fire; but the pale green 
light shone steadily above. The wheeb hammered on the 
crossing. 

Thicker and thicker, like colored fire-flies, the switch- 
lights tangled in a maze. We were entering the city. There 
was the constant rattle of switch points, and I felt the grow- 
ing murmur of the streets. On either side buildings piled up 
in shapeless walls like a canyon; there were sudden glimpses 
of interrupted streets, waiting street-cars, and the glare of 
arc lights. We were slowing down. 

Cleveland. The station echoed with the iron coughing of 
engines. Men and women surged between waiting trains; 
their voices mingled in the uproar. The departing, the re- 
turning; men staggering with bags and suitcases, women 
with little children in their arms. In the green star they 
trusted. 
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MABOABET FRE8COTT MONTAGT7B 

The November wi^d rioted up the Jumping Creek Draft 
between the mountains, and flung itself full f aoe against 
George Hedrick's little crossroads* store. Hedrick pulled 
his stove-drafts wider. 

''It's one er them days,'' he said, "when I wished I had 
er wife to say if I was ter put on my flannels er not. ' ' 

The combination of Saturday afternoon and bad weather 
had provided the storekeeper with a more than usually 
large audience — a thing in which his soul delighted. 

** Yes, sir," he continued, clinking a couple of dead count- 
ers together, and r^arding his adversary, Orin Snyder, 
across the checker-board, with alert, bright eyes, ''there's 
er whole heap er things er wife is handy f er. She can tell 
yer almost d'rectly whether yer late fer dinner er not; 
whether yer feet '11 make tracks on the kitchen-floor, and 
whether yer fav'rite hound's been suckin' egg^. Er dog 
now, he kin do er heap, but there is certain things what only 
er wife is fit fer." 

He made a quick move among the checker-men, and then 
sat back to pat his knees, and rumble his feet in a mirthful 
shuffle or triumph, which was voiced presently by a roar 
from the spectators as it dawned upon Orin Snyder that his 
two kings were suddenly and fatally entrapped. 

"Well, I be dogged!" he cried. 

He was a heavily built mountaineer, but rejoiced in a 
buoyant spirit. 

"Well, set 'em up ergin, George," he said; "I ain't beat 
yit." 

It was here that the door opened suddenly, unexpectedly, 
and a scrap of a boy stood before them — a boy perhaps of 
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eight, possibly of ten meagre years. He faced the storeys 
assembly with perfect lack of self-conscioiisness, his fearless 
gray eyes roving over them aJl with a certain chaUenge, 
which was more of question than of defiance, and was 
whoUy yoimg and appealing. 

"Why, howdy, stranger!'* the storekeeper exchumed, 
surprise and kindliness in his tone. 

The boy nodded, a proud little upward jerk of his dark 
head. 

"How yer all,"^ he responded, with a dignity and poise 
that was astonishing, considering that the ^es of all the 
store were upon him, that below his ragged coat there was 
probably no shirt, and that in spite of the cold he was still 
barefooted. 

"And what might yer name be, and where der yer come 
from?" Hedrick inquired. 

"My name 's Dan Callison, an' I was raised over in Kain- 
tucky, " the boy answered. 

Adrian Blair laughed suddenly. He was a stalwart young 
fellow, with a comical, almost whimsical face. 

"Well, they don't 'pear ter raise fellers any too big over 
in there," he said; "er maybe they got tired raisin' you, an* 
jest nater'ly quit 'fore ther job was done." 

The boy turned his serious eyes upon the speaker, and 
seemed to take him into calm but not resentful considera- 
tion. 

"I ain't done growin' yit," he explained simply. "And 
anyhow I ain't been over in ICaintucky fer er right smart 
Uttle bit. I been over here in West Virginia, an' reckon 
that 's kinder stunted me — you all don't raise fellers as 
big here as they do in my state." 

Hedrick slapped his knee in delight. "O Lord, Adrian!" 
he cried. "Looks like you got bit that time! Well, set 
down, stranger, an' tell us all erbout yerself," he continued. 

WiXh no abatement of his serious dignity, the child slid 
down into a chair near the door. 
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"Oh, pshaw!'* the storekeeper cried; "set up ter ther 
fire, sonny. I bet yer 'most froze; you don't look like you 
had on any too warm dose, no way.'* 

A sweep of color went over the small face, and a flash of 
defiance kindled in the gray eyes. 

"I ain't cold," the boy answered proudly, and kept his 
seat, in spite of the fact that his lips were blue rather than 
red, and that his voice had a shiver in it. 

The storekeeper rose, and went behind his counter. 

"I dunno how it is with ther rest er you all," he said, 
"but seems like ter me it's er powerful long time since I 
eat my dinner, an' I'm goin' ter have er Uttle snack er 
crackers an' cheese, an' you fellers better jine in." 

More than one of the men present took up the offer with 
a hearty, "Well, I don't keer ef I do, George," encouraged 
thereto, perhaps, by the significant look which Hedrick 
gave them; so that when the turn of the small stranger 
came, he had the precedence of their acceptance as a doak 
for his pride; but even the fierceness of that youthful senti- 
ment could not keep the ravenous gleam altogether out of 
his ^es, when he received his portion. 

Hedrick laid a kind hand on his shoulder. 

"You take my cheer fer er speU, Little Kaintuck," he 
said, "an' let me set here an' cool off. I'm pretty nigh done 
to er turn." 

So the boy was forced from his chilly seat into the cosy 
one vacated by the storekeeper; but still his pride kept 
him from stretching his blue fingers Qut to the purring 
stove. 

" An' where did yer come from last, sonny ?" Orin Snyder 
inquired. 

" Prom Charleston," the boy answered. " Er f eUer down 
thar put me on ther train, an' ses ter me, * You come up here 
in Greenbrier County, an' see if you can't find you er home 
fer ther winter.' " 
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fite made the statement simply, and there aeemed to be 
no conscious appeal in it. 

"Ain't you been ter schod none? All my little fellers is 
goin' ter school right ^long now.*' 

The question tiiis time was voiced by Lloyd Johnson. 
He was lank, serious, aad was what might have been called 
the uneasy conscience of the Draft. Tohimtheworidwasa 
cross, or at best merely a resting-place, heaven, let it be 
understood, being always his true home. 

Dan fixed his serious ^es upon him for a moment, with- 
out reply. 

*'I went ter school fer er spell onct," he said at length, 
"but I quit." 

" You quit? " Johnson's voice was heavy with conscience. 
"Aw, yer ought not ter er done that. What did yer quit 
fer?" 

Again the boy paused, running his ^^es over the {speaker. 

"I quit," he said, " 'cause ther teacher she had my 
mammy put in ther lock-up." Suddenly in the back of 
the gray eyes there sprang a light that was unboyish and 
terrible. " Would n't you er quit if you 'd er been me? " he 
demanded. 

The reply was so astonishing, so unlooked-f or» that the 
man was taken aback. 

"Would n't you?" the boy persisted, his fierce eyes upon 
him. 

"Why, yes, reckon I would under them circumstances," 
Johnson dragged out. 

And Adrian Blair laughed savagely under his breath. 

"An' Where's yer mammy now?" the storekeeper ven- 
tured. 

"She's dead." 

The boy looked out of the window. The wind sent a scud 
of doud-shadows over the shining fields. The whole aspect 
held a wonderful sense of freedom. 

"She died in ther lock-up," he said. 
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After that there was a Utile space of awkwardiifissyfarc^^ 
presently by Orin Snyder. 

"Ain't yer got no folks?" he demanded. 

To him» son of one large family, and father of another, 
with a chain of relationship which stretched through the 
majority of the families of the Draft, and ran up to those 
on the mountain farms, the possibility of having no folks 
was a situation poignant with surprise. 

"After my mammy died, I did n't have nobody," the 
boy said, " so I jest lit out f er myself." 

"An' you been trampin' ever since?" 

He nodded. 

"What do yer do nights? You don't allers strike folks ter 
stay with. I'd think you'd be skeered." 

Dan shook his head. "I ain't skeered," he said. "If I 
don't hit no place ter stay, I jest lights me a big fire an' sets 
by hit an' sings aQ night, an' nothin' don't never happen." 

His eyes were big and mysterious, and the whole bearing 
of the child was different from what the Draft knew. Itwas 
here that Bob Saunders saw fit to laugh. 

"Did yer ever know ther beat er that, now!" he cried, 
"He jest «n^* all night! Well, I'U be dogged!" 

Bob was the only other child present — a boy of twelve 
hearty years, who from the first had viewed the interest 
evinced in the small stranger with increasing jealousy. 

The Kentuckian regarded him quietly and apparently 
with indifference, yet when his opportunity for revenge ar- 
rived he did not neglect it. 

"An' what do yer do when yer gits tired?" Bob inquired, 
with swaggering patronage. 

"Why, honey," the other returned, speaking as one 
speaks to a child, "when I gits tired I jest sets down an' 
rests, like any other man would do. But I reckon if I was 
you** — and here his soft drawl was exaggerated slightly — 
" I 'd cut me er stick-horse an' ride it fer er spell." 
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The store rocked with the men's delighted laughter. 

Bob leaped to his f eet» his face crimson. 

''I'll learn you to sass me!" he cried, doubling his fists 
and dancing round the stove toward the other. 

Little ICaintuck rose calmly and put his back against a 
near-by sugar-barrel, his attitude one of nonchalant de- 
fense. Then he spoke, and again his low drawl commanded 
the attention of even his would-be assailant. 

"Whar I comes from," he said, "et two fellers gits ter 
fightin' they jest nater'ly slices each other right up, and" 
— suddenly he flung his shoulders back and leaped for 
the other's throat — " I ' ve er great mind to kill you ! ' ' 

The ferocity and suddenness of the onslaught were more 
than Bob was prepared for. With a howl of sheer terror 
he scudded for the door, gained it a bare instant before the 
little pursuing fury at his back, and dashing it open, fled 
away up the road on panic-winged feet. 

For a moment Little Kai^ntuck watched his retreating 
figure; then he came back to his seat by the stove, disap- 
pointment looking out of his eyes. 

"Well, I'll be dogged! Bob, he's a great fightar, now, 
ain't he! " Orin Snyder gasped, heaving great sighs of pain- 
ful mirth, for his sense of humor always shook the very 
foundations of his being. 

Adrian Blair's eyes danced. To fight was the breath of 
his nostrils, was the savor of his existence. 

"Great Day, Little Kaintuck!" he cried, "I jest wished 
you was er man. You an' me 'd show these fellers what sure 
'nough fightin' is then. Lord," he said, doubling his fist 
regretfully, "I'd jest like ter lick ther very hide ofif 'en 
you." 

Thus he tendered the small stranger the tribute of his 
highest esteem. 

But Lloyd Johnson's voice struck in heavily. 

" I would n't like to have one er my little fellers show sech 
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er keen spertit ter fight/' he said, shaking his head. ''No» 
sir, I certainly would hate ter have er boy er mine so quick 
with his fists/' 

*' Welly yer never will, Lloyd, so that's cme thing need 
n't ter worry yer none," Hedrick comforted him. 

"That's so, George, I don't b'lieve it need, not after the 
Christian raisin' I 'm givin' 'em, no, sir-ee! " 

And ""iVo, sir-eer* Hedrick backed him up, with such 
emphasis that Johnson regarded him a trifle doubtfully. 

But now the afternoon was beginning to dose in softly 
in faint lights of gray and brown, and one after another of 
the men departed. 

Orin Snyder got slowly to his feet, and stretched himself 
with extreme thorou^mess. 

"Well, Little Kaintuck," he said, "I'd like jest ther fin- 
est kind ter have yer come home with me; but it 's the blame 
truth I don't know how many kids there is there right this 
minute; but I 'U make er pint er countin' of 'em, an' talk it 
over with ther woman, an' if so be there's room fer one 
more I '11 give you ther very first chanst at ther job." 

"I'm much erbliged ter you," Little Kaintuck replied, 
showing his first hint of embarrassment in his gratitude. 

At length they were all gone, all, that is, save Adrian 
Blair. The two men and the little boy sat on in silence. In 
the remote comers dark shadows wavered back and forth, 
but the stove burned with a bright and sociable ^e. 

At length Adrian brought his tip-tilted chair down with 
a crash of decision. 

"Come on. Little Kaintuck," he said; "it's time you an' 
me was hittin' ther trail lev home an' supper." 

The boy's serious little mouth relaxed into a smile. Evi- 
dently this matter-of-fact way of offering a home pleased 
his fancy. 

But George Hedrick cut in quickly. 

" Much erbUged ter you, Ade," he said, "but reckon little 
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Kaintuck an' me 'II set tight an' eat at home this even'.'* 

"Well, I'U be doggoned," Adrian said frankly. "I ain't 
invitin' you ter supper." 

"Well, it's ther same thing," the storekeeper responded 
calmly, "seein' as me an' Little EAintuck is goia' ter be 
buddies fer ther winter." 

" You i^/" Adrian exclaimed. "Well, now, I reckon Little 
Kaintuck hisself may have some word erbout that. Now, 
then, sonny," turning to the boy, "it's fer you ter say — 
will you come with me or stay with him? My woman's 
T^^^Y good ter little strayed things," he added as in- 
ducement. 

The boy regarded them both for a moment without reply. 
Li the faint light from the open stove Adrian's expression 
was gay, was debonair and kindly, but on the other's face 
was an eagerness of which he himself was hardly aware. 

"I'm much erbliged," Little Kaintuck said at length, 
looking at Adrian, "but I 'lowed ter stay with him from 
ther fust"; and he nodded with calm assurance toward the 
storekeeper. 

"Ther deuce yer did!" Adrian exclaimed. 

And, " WeU, I'U be dogged!" Hedrick ejaculated under 
his breath. 

It was a theory of Greorge Hedrick's that Solomon would 
never have voiced the wearied sentiment of there being 
nothing new under the sun if he had had the privilege of 
keeping a crossroads' store, in which joyous occupation, 
Hedrick maintained, "new things was alius happenin'." 

Certainly after the advent of Little Kaintuck, this, for 
him, was more than ever true. The presence of a child in 
his bachelor establishment was in itself astonishing and un- 
usual enough, but Little Kaintuck himself was astonishing. 
For long stretches he was like any other boy, and then of a 
sudden Hedrick would find himself met by some imaccount- 
able streak of pride or sensitiveness that fairly took the 
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man's breath away, and left him able only to voice his sur- 
prise in the all-embracing phrase of the Drafts ** Well, I 'U be 
dogged." 

The child was like some little wild animal which stress 
of circumstances had driven into human shelter, but which 
always owned itself, and might at any moment be off with a 
bound to its native woods. The storekeeper knew this, and 
knew too how Ught was his hold upon him, and he would 
have given much to make the present friendship a per- 
manency. 

The winter climbed slowly up the long Christmas hill, 
to plunge down through January and February to the open 
stretches of March, when the freed water began to run as it 
runs only in spring, and when the melting snow dripped 
musically from the sunUt eaves. And with the first hint of 
spring Hedrick saw something awaken in Little Kaintuck 
— something which he had looked for and dreaded, and 
which made the boy leave his place by the stove in the eve- 
nings, and go restlessly out into the full, soft dark. 

Once, on a Saturday afternoon, when the spring was well 
under way, a crowd of uncouth people, men and women, 
came down from Droop Mountain, and passed the store, 
little Kaintuck and Hedrick were seated on the porch in a 
lull of custom. At sight of the crowd, a spark of excitement 
leaped in the boy's eyes. 

** Sang diggers! "he whispered. '^I tramped wither gang 
er them onct fer er speU," he said after a pause, and then fell 
silent again. But that night at supper he spoke suddenly 
out of a deep reverie. 

"You been mighty good ter me?" he said, his remark 
more in the form of a wistful question, than a statement. 

"Why, I really ain't done nothin' much fer you," Hed- 
rick returned, and rose in some embarrassment to replenijth 
the biscuit-plate out of the hot black depths of the oven. 

But the storekeeper knew well enough that any day now 
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mi^t find Little Kaintuck on the wing. Yet time passed, 
and still the boy lingered, and the man hugged himself in 
secret over the triumph of it. ^ 

There came at last an afternoon when business called 
Hedrick away, and Little Kaintuck was left in charge of 
the store. It was a sunny day, and a growing day; a day of 
heaven and of riotous awakened life; and the boy sat on 
the porch, and gave vent to a delicious exultant whistle of 
no particular tune, and wished that a customer would come 
to test his skill. But it was a busy day with the Draft peo- 
ple. Time drifted on and still no one came to buy, and 
presently the boy*s thoughts began to flow together in 
drowsy confusion, and he slept a little. But of a sudden he 
was broad awake, startlingly awake. There was a sound in 
the store at his back — the whispered, cautious sound of a 
pushed-open drawer, and then on the instant the sharp 
alarm of the bell on the till. 

Little Kaintuck leaped from his chair and across the 
threshold. A man was leaning over the coimter, his back to 
the door, his hand in the money-drawer. For an instant 
the boy paused, gathering himself; then he sprang. With- 
out a word, almost without a sound, he lighted on the in- 
truder's back. 

It was so sudden, so silent, and so mysterious an attack, 
that the man's nerve went down before it, and giving a great 
bound, he let out a wild yell of terror. Yet in the moment 
that his hands flew up and grasped the small ones at his 
neck, he realized that it was only a child who held him, and 
with a wrench he tore the clinging arms and legs free, and 
swung the boy round in front of him. 

" You little devily you ! " he cried fiercely. 

But little Kaintuck, a biting, scratching, kicking ball of 
fire, twisted himself away, and with a swoop flung his arms 
about the other's legs and brought him crashing to the 
ground. For a moment the man was stunned, and the boy 
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got in some vicious pommeling; but directly the thief le- 
covered himself » and his fingers gripped the child's small 
neck. At that moment, however, a figure appeared in the 
doorway; strong hands were laid on the man's own collar 
and he was jerked to his feet. 

''Now then! What's all this erbout?'* Adrian Blair 
demanded. 

The thief turned upon him with an oath. 

Adrian stiffened with delight. 

"You'd cuss me, would you!" he cried, the joy of battle 
in his face as one hard fist went out toward the other's jaw 
like a piston-rod. ' 

But the thief dodged, and springing aside, bolted out of 
the door and away. 

"Ketch himi ketch him!" cried Little Kaintuck. 

He and Adrian raced for the door together, and arriving 
at it simultaneously tripped each other up, and both came 
sprawling to the floor. 

"What der yer mean by gettin' in my way!" the boy 
cried, recovering his feet, and turning furiously upon 
Adrian. 

"Well, now, I'll be switched! Who got in my way I'd 
jest like ter know," Adrian began. 

But already little Kaintuck had shot past him in pur- 
suit of the thief. Outside, however, the empty road and 
shining landscape laughed at him, and the all-too-near 
woods had evidently gathered the culprit into their shelter. 

Mad with disappointment, the boy flashed back upon 
Adrian. 

"He's gone!" he burst out, panting with anger, "he's 
gone! An' he had his hand in ther till — jest right in it! 
An' if you had n't er come in messin' things up, I'd er had 
him fixed in emother pair of seconds! " He paused, strug- 
gling for breath, and shaken by his passion. 'An' I'll tell 
yer tme thing, Adrian Blair!" he cried, "ther next time 
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you see me in er scrap with er feller, I'll jest thank you ter 
keep your fists out er hit! " 

"Well, I'll be doggedl" cried Adrian. "You '11 thank me 
ter keep out er your scraps, will youl An* ef I had n't er 
walked in that identical minute, you'd er had that blamed 
sassy little neck er youm jest nater'ly wrung off. You 
don't eipear ter realize you was bein'chtDked ter death." He 
paused, regarding the boy's passionate little figure. "No," 
he went on, "er course yer don't. I jest b'lieve, 'pon my 
soul, you thought you was chokin' him! Look erhere, lit- 
tle Kaintuck," he continued seriously, "'I dunno but what 
I'm jest as glad you ain't growed, 'cause ef you was, I'd 
jest hca^e ter fi^t you, an' hit might so be as I'd git licked 
myself." 

But later, when Adrian was taking his way homeward, he 
heard the sound of running feet behind him, and, turning, 
faced Little Kaintuck. The boy's cheeks were crimson from 
his haste, and from something else. 

"Ade," he panted, " Ade, I'm much erbliged ter youl" 

"Aw, pshaw!" said Adrian, and walked on again in 
embarrassment. 

That night at supper, Hedrick said suddenly, "If ther's 
anything out er ther store you want. Buddy, jest say what 
it is, an' you shall have it f er the way you lit inter that ras- 
kil this ev'nin'." 

The boy looked at him in surprise. Then his face lighted. 

"Was hit anything ter do, sure 'nough?" he asked. 
" Would hit make up some fer all you done fer me? " 

"Oh, pshaw! hit's er whole heap more'n that," the store- 
keeper returned. "Now, jest say what hit is you want." 

Little Kaintuck was silent for a moment. " I don't want 
nothin'," he said at length. 

And the next morning he was gone. On a chair were 
neatly piled all the things — clothes and the like — that 
the storekeeper had given him, and the old disreputable 
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suit of his advent had disappeared from the peg where its 
limp wei^t had hmig all winter. 

Hedrick sat heavily down on the side of his bed, and 
stared for some time at the things on the chair, all things 
that go to the make-upof a little boy in the Draft. "Oh, 
doggone it," he sighed to himself. Afterward he went down- 
stairs, and prepared his solitary breakfast. All day long 
the sense of loneliness hung over him, clutching him at 
times with almost a physical grip, 

" Well, yer might er knowed it would er been that away," 
Lloyd Johnson comforted him. '* I knowed from ther very 
fust, he wa'n't the kind er little feller ter show any gratitude. 
But," he added piously, " he 's one er ther Lord's creatines, 
so I reckon He must have some use fer him." 

**Well,if ther Lord kin make Buy use er some folks' erpin- 
dling measly little kids," Hedrick retmned pointedly, "I 
bet He 'U know what ter do with Little Kaintuck, all right." 

At the end of the day, when Adrian Blair dropped down 
on the porch-steps, the storekeeper opened his heart to him. 

"I knowed hit was on him," he said, "ther wantin' ter 
light out. I knowed because hit uster be that erway with 
me when I was er little ole kid. I uster think I wanted ter 
see what was over acrost one er them f urrest way-oflf blue 
mountains. It uster come on me mostly when I was grub- 
bin'. Lord, I mind of hit all jest as well, ther kinder black 
smell er burnt new ground, with ther hot f eelin* er every- 
thing, an' ther Uttle fresh trickle of er branch runnin' some- 
wheres. An' seems like I could most hear them way-ofif 
blue mountains er hollerin' ter me. An' I reckon if I had n't 
er had er mammy I thought ther world of, I'd er took my 
foot in my han' an' slid out er this Uttle ole Draft like er 
greased streak. I uster ache so bad ter light out that I'd 
jest nater'ly lay down on ther ground an* cuss ev'ry blamed 
thing I could lay my eyes to, with ev'ry bad word my tongue 
could hand me. So 's I knowed all erlong how it was goin' 
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ter be with Little Kaintuck. But I sorter hoped maybe 
he 'd keer emough for me ter stay; an' when he got so big- 
eyed an' restless-like, an* still he did n't go, I thought hit 
was me was keepin' him, an' I felt terrible proud; but come 
ter fin' out, he was jest waitin' till he felt he hed me sorter 
paidoflf." 

" Well," Adrian said as he rose to go, " I 'm mighty sorry 
too he's lit out. I've been lookin' forred right erlong ter 
the time when he'd be big emough fer me ter lick. But 
maybe," he added philosophically, ''it's all fer ther best, 
fer gin that time comes, I might be so sti£F and staved-up 
that I could n't fight him, an' not bein' able ter would jest 
break me all'up in ther dear." 

''I allers did have er nateral bom contempt fer folks as 
says frogs hollerin' on summer ev'nin's makes 'em feel 
kinder creepy like, but dogged if hit ainH er lonesome 
sound," the storekeeper soliloquized, left alone on his porch. 

Yet lonesome as it was out of doors, the half -light of the 
store at his back seemed to hold still more dreary possibili- 
ties. The sun dropped behind one of the highest peaks of 
Droop Mountain opposite; a little shoal of clouds swam 
from gold to gray across the tiu*quoise sea of the sky, and 
all the familiar outlook from the store faded wistfully into 
the blur of twilight. 

**0 LordI** Hedrick said at length with the irritation of 
one whose feelings are on edge. 

Somewhere close at hand there was a Uttle rustle, and a 
voice spoke out of the darkness. 

"HeUo,Buddyl"itsaid. 

The tone was weary, was half -sheepish and half -laughing. 

" Well, I '11 be doggoned ! " the storekeeper cried joyfully. 

For a butterfly's instant a hand caressed his knee as 
Little Kaintuck slid down on the step at his feet. 

"I 'lowed I'd druther stay with you, after all," he said, 
his voice soft and shy in the dusk. 
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JEAN LOUIS 

A« HUGH FISEQSR 

In the cafS of tlie hold the may or was playing cards with 
the notaiy, the chemist, and the landlord. Outside, the 
geese waddled between the double row of elms and the old 
woodeahaUes. It was twilight and growing rapidly darker. 
You could only just make out the figure on the Calvaiy, 
though the decorator, who had come to the town to paint a 
new tobacco shop, had given it a coat of fresh color, with 
fine crimson for the wounds, and the limbs gleamed a little 
in the dusk. 

Jean Louis sat down on the low stone wall that goes 
around the elms. His clothes were old but veiy strong, as 
they were made of cloth woven on a hand-loom at a neigh- 
boring village. His hair was long and hung over his shoul- 
ders in white locks* Jean Louis took out his pipe. Itwasa 
little black day pipe, such as Charles Keene would have 
loved, with a bowl less than half an inch across. It burned 
for a very little time, but the filling and Ughting were long 
operations. The tobacco had to be cut from a small, hard 
nob, and the light to be got from fiint and steel. The tinder- 
box, filled with tiny fragments of charred wood, was made 
out of part of a cow's horn and had a copper lid fastened 
with a little steel chain to prevent its being lost* 

A stranger who had come out of the caf 6 of the Croix d'Or 
had strolled across the mud, and after looking searchingly 
at Jean Louis had taken a seat near him on the wall. 

''What a great many things an old man like you must 
remember/' he remarked presently. 

Jean Louis looked at him and answered slowly, ''The 
chief thing I remember is that I always smoke a pipe when 
I have any tobacco." Then, after a pause, he added as an 
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afterthought) ''I have worked hard and I do not think 
often," 

" What is your work, old man? " asked the stranger. 

**I chop wood for many people and I drag the roots of 
dead trees from the earth to put in a sack for myself. They 
bum well and cook my soup and potatoes. Inthesummerl 
cut the bl6 noir for the f armers» and the grass to feed their 
horses in winter. I make soup from the grass, too, for my- 
self; for fifty years I have done these things — ever since 
my service was over." 

^^But things must have happened sometimes — in your 
life?'* 

"That is true — I have had joys — often I have had mis- 
eries also. If I seek in my memory I do not know whether 
I remember truly or not, and what does it matter? As a 
child I played at the gaiUoche. I was a great wrestler when 
Iwasalad. No one could throw me. I threwonce the great- 
est wrestler of this country. With a twist of my foot I threw 
him as he gripped my shoulder; but a fight — no — I never 
had a fight with anyone in my life* One gains nothing by 
that fighting." 

"But in your years in the army did you not fight? " 

"In my seven years of service I traveled much and saw 
great places — Paris — Africa — Italy — Nantes; but I 
never saw any war. I was in the 41st of the line. Greneral 
Chappuis had the division — a fine man altogether." 

It was the season of weddings, and out of the HArlm^<^ 
came the sound of a hiniou playing. 

"There will be dancing," said Jean Louis; "Ifound danc- 
ing good when I was young, and the girls liked me4 Singing 
b good, too, such as I have heard in the towns where I trav- 
eled as a soldier. It is there you hear the good singing: 
mounted on a table they sing, and when they have finished, 
everyone claps the hands and shouts bravo I " 

" But in all the world what do you like best? " 
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'"Good health," answered Jean Louis, ''and next to that 
the blessing of the bon Dieu** • 

"Tell me about your family," said the stranger, "did 
you not marry and have children? " 

* * Yes — I married — but who cares to know about that ? 
I had only one son." 

"Tell me about your wife and your son then." 

"But my wife died ten years ago now. Shewas a good wife 
and there is no more to tell about her. She worked hard and 
knitted always. All her life she had gone with nothing but 
a little straw in the sabots. When she was dying she begged 
me that she should be carried to the hon Dieu with a pair 
of the stockings on her own feet. It was a great extrava- 
gance, but it was done. It was in the month of June she 
died." 

"And your son?" 

Jean Louis was again silent for a while; then he said, 
"My son went away when he was a young lad — he would 
not fight for France and he went away — we did not hear 
more of htm — there is no need to speak of my son." 

"My father, I have come back — I am your son." 

" I do not believe it," said Jean Louis. 
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JUMA FRANCIS WOOD 

DmNEB was perhaps the busiest hour in father's hard- 
working day. Whatever else Murray and Jean might be 
learning at college, carving had been omitted from the cur- 
riculum. Father was left to struggle alone, as usual, with 
the huge roasts which were wont to vanish with startlmg 
rapidity before the onslaughts of the young Hendersons. 
No sooner would a first expeditionary force of well-filled 
plates be sent forth than, before father could do more than 
cut up Trottie's meat, the long procession would be filing 
back again to a tumultuous chorus of encores. Between re- 
lays, there were the twins' covert scufBings to be suppressed; 
mother was admittedly the disciplinarian of the family, 
but father's quiet, *'Boys! I had been looking forward to 
a quiet dinner-hour!" had power generally to soothe the 
stormier moments. 

It was not until everyone else had nearly finished that 
father, guiltily conscious of delaying dessert, would find 
leisure for a few hurried mouthf uls, and it was that inop- 
portune moment that Trottie invariably chose to make him 
a fervent avowal of affection. She must hold father's hand; 
father must lean ovar and kiss her. Murray's or Jean's im- 
patient, '"Trottie, do let father eat. We have an engage- 
ment and it's late already," would force an issue between 
food and caresses. Father had not that strong-mindedness 
one would wish in such a situation; despite mother's pro- 
tests, he always weakly declared that he had quite finished, 
and abandoned himself to Trottie's sticky embraces. 

It is needless to state that father did not scintillate dur- 
ing the evening meal. lake most quiet men, he had married 
a vivacious girl; but even mother's volubility collapsed 
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before that hubbub of young voices damoring for the plat- 
form* The fourteen-year-old twins kept up a continuous 
meny altercation^ occasionally rising into shriU-voiced ve- 
hemence; eight-year-old Trottie, her genial efforts persist- 
ently snubbed* took refuge in soliloquy; twenty-year-old 
Murray and eighteen-yeaivold Jean held victorious sway of 
the rostrum, with a running fire of comment on **our 
crowd" and college reminiscences, varied occasionally by 
kindly efforts to educate mother and f ather» or to settle for 
their benefit any problem, from politics to the rearing of 
children. 

Mother sometimes grew restive under this instruction, 
but father always listened gravely when Murray corrected 
his business methods or political views. Sometimes, when 
the college vocabulary grew particularly vivid, he would 
lift a humorous eyebrow over at mother and complain, — 
for father always had his quiet joke, — '"Is it for this we've 
been standing in the bread-line all winter?'* And mother 
would reply cryptically, in horror, *' Eastern polish! " 

But if father did not talk» there was certainly something 
radically wrong with the universe when that unfailing back- 
ground of genial, interested silence was suddenly with- 
drawn. It began the night when he called down the table to 
mother, with a gloom that was new to his cheeiy voice, — 

"It's on the twentieth — " 

"What's on the twentieth?" demanded Lany, the more 
irrepressible — if there was indeed any choice — of the 
twins. "A funeral, I should judge from father's beamish 
look." 

"It's the Loyal Legion banquet at the Carlisle House,'* 
mother informed them, "and your father has promised to 
make a speech." 

The youthful Hendersons tore themselves from their ice- 
cream and exploded in an amazed chorus. Murray voiced 
the general sentiment. 
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"I did n't know speeches were in father's Une," he said. 
He had just won a sophomore debating medal himself. 

" They are n't," groaned father. " You don't inherit that 
from me." He put his gray head down into his hands with 
a dejection that no business cares had ever wrung from him 
in public. " I can't see how I ever let myself be persuaded 
into the confounded thing." 

This from father was the wildest prof anity» and indi* 
cated a serious state of mind indeed. 

From that moment, it seemed, father was a changed man. 
As the days drew nearer to the twentieth, his mien became 
more and more that of a condemned criminal, awaiting 
execution. At table he was for once deaf alike to repartee 
or to recrimination; all evening he sat motionless behind 
his paper, with troubled eyes and moving lips, evidently in 
agonized rehearsal of the fatal speech. 

The extraordinary thing was the effect this had upon the 
family. Father was a darling, of coiu-se — there was no one 
in the world like him; but in that vivid, effervescing circle 
of young life, each absorbingly intent upon his own pleas^ 
ures and ambitions, father admittedly played a relatively 
unimportant rdle. It was inexplicable, therefore, how the 
merriest sallies lost their flavor without the applause of his 
silent chuckle, the keenest triumphs their zest without his 
pleased smile. Trottie expressed the family sentiment when, 
in the midst of rapidly appropriating father's neglected 
dessert, she burst into a prolonged wail. "I'm mizzablel 
father don't pay 'tention to me." 

The morning of the twentieth dawned clear and bright, 
and father searched in vain with haggard gaze a cloudless 
sky. It was plain that he had hoped to the last that some 
devastating cataclysm of nature might prevent the eve- 
ning's horror. Instead, Fate, grimly relentless, was prepar- 
ing for him another prostrating blow. Mother, to whom he 
had dung for mental support throughout the hideous week; 
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who had alternately soothed hb fears and energetically 
prodded his faltering spirit; who had assured him twenty 
times each night that it was ridiculous for any man who 
had had such unusual experiences never to have spoken 
once at the banquets; that he would find how simple it was 
once he began; that he knew how much they all thought of 
him and how lenient his audience would be; that he had 
promised and could not disappoint them now — mother* at 
the eleventh hour» after battling valiantly all day» suc- 
cumbed to a neuralgic headache and took to her bed. 

It was late in the afternoon when she called Jean to her 
darkened chamber and told her that she must go in her 
place. 

**BvLt, mother, I canX*' Jean expostulated aghast. ""It's 
the night of the Farley dance and I've promised to go with 
Harold." 

** It 's too bad," mother agreed, "but your father can't go 
alone to the only speech he's ever made in all his life — 
when you know how he's been dreading it, too. You'llhave 
to call Harold up." 

Jean explained with exemplary patience. "But, mother, 
you don't understand. It would be atqfuZ to break a date 
this way at the last moment — when it's too late for Har- 
old to get another girl. If I had any kind of an exctue it 
might be different, but just an engagement with one's ovm 
father—'* 

But mother was impervious to reasoning. "It's a very 
little thing to do for your father," she declared. "It's no 
use arguing, Jean — if you won't do it, I'll get up and go 
myself, sick as I am." 

"Of course, if you put it that way, mother, I'll have to 
go," Jean said stiffly. " Probably Harold will never forgive 
me, but I suppose that does n't make any difference." 

"I hope Harold has a little sense," remarked her mother 
unfeelingly. "I think Murray should go, too. Is he going 
to take anyone to-night?" 
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** He 's slagging it/' Jean admitted unwillingly. ** Luda's 
out of town» and he won't take anyone else. But I know 
he's looking forward to this dance." 

There was still that hurt antagonism in her young voice. 
It was not as if she would n't be glad to do anything in the 
world for f ather» she told herself with passionate insistence. 
But she could n't make his speech for himi And just going 
with him surely was n't worth this terrible sacrifice mother 
was calling upon her to make. Of course, she could n't ex- 
plain to mother how things stood, how mean she had been 
to Harold last night; no direct unkindness of word or deed 
that they could thrash out openly afterwards, but little in- 
tangible wounds of omission — wounds inflicted in sheer 
girlish intoxication of her budding power over men. Har- 
old had borne them in rigid, bitter silence; all day long she 
had promised herself to atone for them graciously to-night. 
And now he would think her amazing message a last un- 
warrantable stab! Hewould perhaps never give her a chance 
to explain — how could she explain anyway when she did 
n't understand herself what had made her behave as she 
had? 

** Please tell Murray I'd like to speak to him," mother 
was saying wearily. '"And if you're going, Jean, you'd 
better dress right away." 

It had evidently been a stormy session with Murray, too^ 
from the gloom on his handsome brow when he and Jean, 
mutinous young martyrs, presented themselves coldly to 
mother for a still unforgiving farewell kiss. She eyed dis- 
approvingly Jean's simple gown. 

"I want you to put on the dress you were going to wear 
to the dance," decreed mother implacably. "'You must 
look your best to-night for your father's friends." 

"'But, mother," Jean protested, in exasperated justifica- 
tion, "you're always lecturing me to save my clothes, and 
surely to-night — " 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 A PARABLE FOR FATHERS 

" To-night of all times,** declared mother. " Do you real- 
ize that your father seldom has a chance to enjoy your 
pretty clothes — when he has to work so hard to pay for 
them?" 

Jean obediently buttoned her best pink tulle — that 
doud of flimsy loveliness which had been destined to de- 
light Harold's adoring eye — over a hotly rebellious heart. 
She swept down the stairs like an outraged young duchess. 
Father's tragic gaze lightened for a moment as it rested on 
her. 

"My little girl looks very sweet to-night,'* he said; and 
Jean forgot for a moment her attitude of injured martyr- 
dom and gave him an impetuous hug. After all, it was n't 
father's fault — 

Bitterness surged over her again, however, as they went 
down the steps and turned toward the street-car. How 
different an exit from her usual triumphant descent to the 
carriage some eager admirer had waiting for her each eve- 
ning. For this was in the days when the horse had indeed 
received his death-blow, but was not as yet socially extinct. 
Romance, even in the opening years of the twentieth cen- 
tury, still rode to dances in *'seargoing hacks," as Murray 
el^antly termed them. 

Something of Jean's thought must have penetrated fa- 
ther's mind, for he turned an anxious eye upon her white 
coat. "I ought to have had a carriage for those pretty 
dothes,** he said. "You see, I never dreamed I was to be 
honored this way.** 

"It does n't matter,'* Jean assured him. 

An uncomfortable little thought had wedged itself into 
her mind. There was always an equipi^ of some sort wait- 
ing for her; Murray's carriage-bill rolled in each month as 
regularly as his laundiy-bill; but father and mother, the 
last few years, went always on foot. Was this waiting on 
the bread-line such a joke, perhaps, after all? 
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It was a silent ride to the hoteL Father was evidently 
miles away from them, locked in a last frenzied struggle 
withthespeech. JeanandMurraywere lost in bitter dreams 
of the paradise th^ had lost. The last dreg of unkindness 
seemed added to Jean's cup when she surveyed herself in 
the dressing-room. She had never looked so pretty. *'And 
only those old fogies to see me/' she mourned. 

The unworthy thought vanished when she saw the light 
in father's face as she came out into the corridor. All that 
was best in Jean leaped to meet that look. What did one 
silly little dance matter anyway? What difference did it 
make if Harold never spoke to her agam, when she had the 
power to bring such love and pride into father's eyes? In a 
passion of remorseful tenderness she smiled and dimpled 
her winsomest as father's friends bent courtly silver heads 
over her hand and paid her old-fashioned compliments. 
Even Murray's glumness melted before the touching pride 
in father's voice as he introduced ** my little girl " and ** my 
boy." 

Father himself seemed miraculously changed from the 
quiet figure they had always known. The grim shadow of 
the speech had evidently lifted, for a few moments at least. 
He sparkled suddenly with bo3rish enthusiasm and eager 
good-fellowship. It was astonishing to see these elderly 
magnates clapping him on the shoulder, calling him Roily, 
bringing up reminiscences of a dashing past which made 
father's children open their eyes. Was it possible that fa- 
ther had not always been sixty, and merely a lovable back- 
ground for very remarkable children? 

It was not until they were fairly seated at the long table, 
resplendent in floral swords and crossed sabres, that the 
real meaning of the occasion came with a touch of awe to 
Jean. She had known of course that the Loyal Legion were 
officers of the Civil War. All the children had been brought 
up on father's war stories. The twins still voraciously de- 
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manded them; but she and Murray had for some time past 
felt that the war was a veiy remote and insignificant topic 
indeed before the burning issues of college and social life 
which loomed colossal upon the horizon. Th^ had tact- 
fully concealed this point of view from father. He never 
knew that when he b^^, *' Just before the battle of Nash- 
ville, when we were stationed — f* she or Murray would 
signal silently, '*It's your turn this time to listen/' and slip 
from the room. 

But somehow father's reminiscences had abruptly ceased 
— also the invitations to the open banquets that he had 
wistfully tendered them from time to time. They had al- 
ways been too busy to go. To-night, this assemblage of 
white-haired, straight-backed officers — scarred and crip- 
pled, some of them — made startingly vivid the Great Con- 
flict, and dwarfed to pitiful insignificance her foolish, trivial 
little round of pleasures* Why, these men had done great 
things — offered their U ves that the fiag against the wall 
might still be theirs. And she and Miuray had felt it a 
condescension to give up an evening to them! 

She slipped her hand into father's underneath the table. 
Father's fingers closed about it convulsively, in a desper- 
ate appeal very different from their usual comforting 
strength. He met her startled glance with a brave attempt 
at a smile, but there was no doubt that father was again in 
a ''blue funk." Jean herself felt a sudden tremor of fear. 
It was all very well to have laughed about the speech in the 
safe shelter of home; before this august gathering it took on 
new and hideous proportions. She felt a sudden passionate 
desire to throw her arms around father before them all, to 
cry out to them how dear and splendid he was, even if he 
could not make speeches. 

She could see that Murray was sharing her fears. 

"I wish I'd gone over it with you, father," he said re- 
morsefully; "I could have helped you perhaps — and then 
I could have prompted you if you got stuck ' " ><- j 
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The speaking began. One glib- voiced orator after an- 
other got up, rolled out polished, graceful sentences, sat 
down. Jean hated them all with fierce intensity • And now 
the terrible moment had come. It was father's turn. 

*'We have among us to-night/' the toast-master was 
saying, "" one known to you all as the bravest of soldiers, the 
most efficient of officers, the best of comrades. No one pres- 
ent has seen more active or unusual service than Captain 
Henderson, Unfortunately his modesty equals his valor, 
and we have never been able to persuade him to relate at 
our banquets any of his experiences. To-night, however, as 
he is the only officer here who was present at the storming of 
Fort Blakely, he has relented and promised to make us — " 

*'Not a speech!" father implored wretchedly. He had 
been listening to these encomiums in the frankest miseiy. 
"" You know you promised I need n't make a speech — just 
talk." 

*'I stand corrected," apologized the toast-master, amid 
laughter. *Xaptain Henderson is not going to speak to us 
— he is merely going to talk to himself — about the storm- 
ing of Fort Blakely." 

Father did not attempt to rise. He leaned forward a lit- 
tle, and in a very low voice, with his ^es fixed upon his 
plate, began to speak. Murray's knuckles whitened be- 
tween his straining fingers ; beneath the table Jean clutched 
father's coat in a convulsive grasp. 

*'This is the first speech I have ever made,'^ said father 
simply — ^'andthelast. I am sure you already understand 
why. But if you want to know about Fort Blakely, — why, 
Iwasthere» — and this is what happened." 

He went on huskily, with an occasional falter or clearing 
of his throat, to describe the lay of the country, the ar- 
rai^ment of the troops, the importance of the assault. 
Jean, listening in an agony of pity and tenderness, swept 
the table with defiant, hostile Ranees. If they dared to be 
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laughing at father! It theydared to notice how his dear hand 
shook as he lifted a glass of water to his lips! Something in 
the kindly, intent faces reassured her, lifted that intolerable 
ache of impotent sympathy. Why, they loDed father — 
these men! It wouldn't make any difference what his 
speech was like — they would understand. 

Perhaps father, too, dimly felt this as he went on. His 
voice grew clearer, his look less haggard. His head was up 
and he was speaking, still very quietly, but so that all the 
room could hear, when he brought them to the beginning of 
the charge — 

And then one could see that father completely forgot his 
speech; forgot his circleof motionless listeners ; he was a boy 
of twenty, riding headlong into a horror of blood and fire 
and almost certain death, holding in his young hand the 
responsibility of a hundred lives and the welfare of a nation. 
This was no "" Speech " indeed, but a flaming page torn from 
history. 

They were very silent for a moment when he eaded — 
then the room broke into a thunder of applause. There 
could be no doubt as to the success of father's speech. The 
toast-master had to fight for silence. 

""There are a few words I should like to add to Captain 
Henderson's graphic account," he said. ""I am sorry to 
state that he has not been wholly accurate in some details. 
He entirely neglected to mention that he led that famous 
charge himself, was the first man over the parapet, and was 
promoted in consequence for conspicuous gallantry on the 
field of action." 

How they did cheer father theni There were tears in 
Jean's eyes, and Murray was openly swelling with pride like 
a young turkey-cock. Father himself looked abjectly mis- 
erable, as if he had been caught red-handed in a crime. 

At the dose of the evening they stood and, in accordance 
with the beautiful old custom, joined hands in a circle and 
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sang "" Auld Lang Syne." It held a heart-breaking signifi- 
cance for that gray-haired band. 

It was far from a silent ride homeward. Father was in- 
clined to treat humorously both his earlier fears and his 
success, but his children would have none of this. 

"It was a bully speech, father — a wonderful speech," 
Murray told him earnestly for the tenth time. "And me 
with the nerve to think I could have helped you with iti 
And, father, why did n't you tell us those things about your- 
self ? You always just talked about the regimenH I juist 
burst with pride — those things they said about you — " 

Father, visibly embarrassed, protested that everyone 
was like that in the war; but the eager young voice swept on. 

"And, father, I can join next year, can't I? You told me 
I could when I was twenty-one — I want to beUmg — and 
go to those meetings with you." 

"Why, my boy!" said father; and to Murray's astonish- 
ment turned his back upon him and looked steadfastly out 
of the car-window. " I ' ve dreamed of that since you were a 
Uttleshaver. The first hour they put you in my arms I be- 
gan planning — ** Father's voice broke and he was silent. 

Jean was silent, too, studying with wide-eyed intentness 
a topsy-turvy world. One short evening had swept father 
from the obscure niche he had occupied by virtue of being 
Murray's and her parent into a figure suddenly towering, 
magnificent. And it was not wholly because of splendid 
charges and parapets stormed that she saw with new vision: 
there was the quiet heroism of father's daily life, its selfiess- 
ness, its constant thought for others, its burdens so gal- 
lantly and cheerily borne. As they went up the steps, she 
flung her arms around him in a storm of emotion. 

" It 's nothing," she choked at father's alarmed insistence. 
"I was just thinking, what if anything had happened to 
you in that dreadful war — and I could n't have had you 
for my father!" 
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THE DISCONTENTED ENGINE 

THE CONTRIBUTORS* CLUB 

I WAS sitting on the hillside, scribbUng useless and beauti- 
ful things on pieces of paper. Above me the ancient elm 
who is the guardian of that lonely hillside spread his broad 
limbs to bake pleasantly in the summer sun. Sometimes 
we would talk together, the elm and I, of the things that I 
set down on my paper, and he would tell me that th^ were 
beautiful but useless — and why; and I was sensible of his 
praise, as of his blame, for I am not so old as the elm, nor 
have I stood guard for geAerations over a lonely hillside. 
And sometimes a cool little April breeze, who had lost him- 
self in July and still knewnot in what quarter lay his home, 
would stop for a time and play by himself among the steep 
branches. And then the elm would sing softly to himself, 
*and I would lay aside my scribblijoig and listen, for his 
thoughts are greater than his words, just as the songs and 
thoughts of men are greater than their everyday speech. 
And some day I will put on paper those things that the elm 
sang. 

Now, as I sat scribbling, an engine came in sight around 
the haunch of a distant hill, and with much puffing and 
panting began to climb slantwise up from the floor of the 
valley below me, dragging behind him a large number of 
wooden boxes on wheels. He followed with great care and 
exactitude a double line of shining silver rails, which were 
kdd, evidently, for hi^ guidance; and I understood that he 
must pass dose to me, for the gleaming rails flowed by not 
more than a long stone's throw below the elm. 

He came up slowly, rolling out great masses of smoke, 
dense as granite, more beautiful than clouds. There was 
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majesty and great power in his slow approach, and the hill- 
side shook beneath his ponderous tread. The useless and 
beautiful things were driven from my mind, and I rose and 
went down the hill to where, beside the rails, there stood 
on stilts one of those huge tanks from which none but en- 
gines may drink. For, I thought, he will stop to refresh 
himself after his dimb. And so it happened. 

I stood beside him and watched the air rise quivering 
and scorched from the heat of his steel flanks, and heard his 
long deep breaths of satisfaction as he drank. And my ad- 
miration broke from me in words. I have forgotten what I 
said, but I believe I praised his steadfastness and power, 
and the ease with which he followed those thin shining rails 
wherever they led; and I spoke of the beauty of strength 
controlled, and of the deep satisfaction that must Ue in the 
bringing of these many wooden boxes of precious things safe 
to their destination. 

He crouched beside the tank, and as I talked I heard 
strange rumblings of discontent in his interior; and when I 
had finished, he gave an impatient snort and a thin plume 
of steam faced the warm sim-rays. 

"All very fine, " he growled in his iron throat. " But you 
have n't trudged the same road day after day, year after 
year, rain or shine, sleet or snow. You have n't dragged 
across leagues of country hundreds and hundreds of wooden 
boxes containing who knows what, for goodness knows 
whom! I'm tired of following these silly rails. I'm sick of 
doing everything that tiresome engineer tells me to. I want 
tobefree,untrammeled. I want to go roaring over the hills 
in search of adventure. I want to see what 's at the back of 
the horizon. I want to whistle when I please, and see the 
people of strange distant cities gape with amazement and 
admiration when I come rocketing down toward them from 
the mountains ; and sleep at night under the stars, lulled by 
the lisp and murmur of far, mysterious seas." 
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I turned in consternation to the engineer, who was lean- 
ing from his cab. But he only winked, grinning widely. 

"They all talk that way," he said. "Hop on front if you 
want a ride. We're going to start.** 

I did as he bade, and as we got slowly under way, I con- 
tinued my conversation with the engine. I pointed out to 
him that, while his desires were perhaps natural, they were 
imx>ossible of achievement. " It would not be right,'* said I. 
"Your duty—** 

" Bight ! ** he interrupted rudely. " If you have a right to 
these things, why have n*t I, I should like to know? Why 
can*t I sit under an elm all day and scribble useless and 
beautiful things on pieces of paper?** 

"That*s different,** I said. 

" Bah ! ** said the engine ; and a shower of sparks flew from 
his nostrils. 

"It is di£Perent,** I repeated. And I told him of the laws 
of nature and of the laws of man, and how the latter follow 
the former, and how one transgresses them at his peril. 
But I saw that he was not convinced. 

We were passing a cottage. About the cottage was a 
garden, gay with flowers, and in the garden a child was 
chasing butterflies. The engine sighed wistfully. 

"I would like to chase butterflies,** he murmured. And, 
" I have passed this cottage many times, but I do not know 
what is inside. Some day I shall go down and look in the 
windows and see for myself.** 

"You would frighten the little boy,** I said. 

"I should like,** replied the engine with sudden and ter- 
rifying vindictiveness, "to frighten that little boy into fits ! ** 

Ahead gleamed water, and presently I saw where the rails 
led across a trestle spanning a stream in which boys were 
bathing. As I looked, one boy climbed up on the trestle, 
stood for a moment slender and gleaming in the sunlight, 
then dived swiftly and cleanly into the water below. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DISCONTENTED ENGINE 141 

engine sighed again an$l the hot steam of his breath made a 
cloud about us. 

"" I should like to do that, too/' he said. 

There was something in his hoarse whisper that filled me 
with dread. It, midway of the trestle, the desire to leap 
should overpower him — With great swiftness I left that 
engine as he moved ponderously forward toward the gleam- 
ing water. The engineer called something after me, but I 
could not hear the words. I picked myself from the bush 
into which I had descended, and turning my back so that 
I should not see that terrible plunge, hurried unhappily 
homeward. But presently I glanced fearfully over my 
shoulder. The trestle lay empty in the warm sun. The 
engine had not jumped. 

Many weeks later I again visited that lonely hillside. As 
I approached the elm, who waved pontifical arms in bene- 
diction or greeting, I saw below me in the valley some- 
thing that had not been there bef ore, A huge mass of red 
and rusty metal lay in the cool embrace of the green fields. 
Swiftly I hurried down the hillside, and as I came nearer I 
saw that it was indeed, as I had thought, the engine. Tar- 
nished and twisted, he lay there, all his might and beauty 
departed from him. His iron flanks were streaked withrust; 
his great wheels, which had thundered so mightily across 
the hills, hurling him, a fierce black comet, down into the 
plains where the great cities lie, were turned impotently to 
the empty blue. And I saw that a butterfly had alighted on 
the rim of the rusty smokestack, and was lazily opening 
and shutting his purple wings — graceful, unconscious, and 
indifferent. 

Slowly I climbed the hillside, meditating the unhappy 
fate of the engine. 

*' He is free now,'' said the ehn. **He is untrammeled." 

I looked from the narrow track to the wide field where he 
now lay. ** Yes," said I, ""he is untrammeled. There is a 
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butterfly there/' I said after a time. ""He is the kind known 
as a Mourning Cloak. Perhaps — ** 

'* Purely fortuitous/' rejoined the ehn. "But/* he added 
presently, "he has one satisfaction." 

"What is that?" I asked. 

"He did frighten the little boy into fits/' said the elm. 
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WILL PAYNE 

Court was already in session when the Eldons returned 
from Europe; but the judge, while at once taking his place 
on the bench, preferred to spei^d a month at the north shore 
cottage, going in to the city in the morning and returning 
to the cottage at night. He was fond of the north shore, 
which still kept its summer green. 

Dinner over, he laid his wife's hand on his arm and led 
her to the veranda with a kind of familiar chivahy. She 
stood by as a matter of course while he pushed her chair to 
a better view of the lake and touched up the pillows. 

He put his own chair on the other side of the door, lifted 
his neatly booted foot to the porch pillar, lit a cigar, and 
took in the smoke in calm luxury. The view included the 
neat lawn with its shrubbeiy, the white band of shore road, 
' a bit of sand, and the expanse of lake, still as glass, and 
giving a pearly glow in the dying daylight. Lulling twilight 
smells of the woods and water spread up to them. The 
scene was full of a rich repose, and this suited the judge's 
mood very well. 

His fortune had reached a flood as full and rich as the 
hour. His affairs were in prosperous order. The six months 
abroad had greatly benefited his wife. She was now better 
than for ten years, and with good conditions a complete re- 
covery was promised. His daughter's engagement was in 
every way satisfactory. And the day before Hanf ord had 
telegraphed to her the single word, " Success." This meant 
that the President had agreed to appoint Judge Eldon to the 
vacant place in the Supreme Court of the United States. 

He was then fifty-two, hardly of medium height, and 
lean« with slightly stooping shoulders. His long face was 
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smoothHshaven, high-colored, and deeply wrinkled for one 
of his age. His nose was large, arched, and almost red — 
a nose of power and dignity, which, with his bright blue 
^es and large, half -bald head, gave the character of an ur- 
bane distinction that was one's first impression of him. He 
smoked with deliberate luxury, and was content to let his 
mind swim with a happy idleness on the full tide of his 
fortune. 

In a moment Anne came out, vigorously floating in her 
beruffled linen dress. She was a little taller than her father, 
and gracefully energetic. Her hair was sandy, and in a bet- 
ter light there were traces of freckles on her fair cheeks. She 
moved a rug briskly with her foot and sat down at the top 
of the wide stairs that led to the veranda, leaning against 
the pillar on which her father's foot rested. The judge 
glanced down at her, his mellow and idling mind smiling 
approvingly. 

She spoke as one who suddenly remembers something. 

""Father, do you know of the case of a young man ar- 
rested or indicted for some connection with a lottery — a 
young man named Edward Bunner?" 

At the name a shadow fell upon the judge's smiling for- 
tune. "No," he said quickly and interrogatively. 

"I thought perhaps it would be in your court," she ex- 
plained — some way he wished she would look at him, but 
she kept her eyes to the view. ** I understand the indictment 
was for using the mails for the lottery, or whatever it was." 

The silence seemed long to the judge. He nervously 
flicked the ash from his cigar. "What do you know about 
it?" he demanded, almost irritably so that she did look 
around, turning her graceful neck, with a mild surprise. 

"Of course, I've lost the run of the court business," he 
added apologetically. 

"Why, Laura Danieb told me about it yesterday morn- 
ing," she said; "and then Mitty's telegram came and I for- 
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gotaboutit. ImetthisMr. Buimerlastfan^ayearagOyat 
the Wayside. Some of the men had him out. It seems he's 
a Yale man — or was witil there was a scrape over cards 
and he had to leave. I sat beside him at dinner and danced 
with him. I remembered it so well because afterwards 
there was a good deal of talk about his having been there. 
Some thought him not fit, on account of the card scrape, 
partly, — although I know some nice men stand up for him 
in that, — and, partly, I fancy, on account of his people. It 
seems his father has a good deal of money, but is in some- 
thing rather shady — a bucketshop, is n't it? " 

Judge Eldon nodded. 

** So it was said he should n't have been asked. But I 'm 
sure I thought him nice. I remember his jolly brown eyes 
and white teeth under a little moustache, for he was laugh- 
ing all the time. Others of the girls thought him nice, too. 
So when Laura told me this, it interested me." 

Mrs. Eldon spoke in her soft, even voice. "Bunner, 
Arthur? Was n't that the name of the odd couple that 
used to come out to see us, or you, rather, of a Sunday — 
the fat man you'd known in the boarding-house? " 

" It was the name," said the judge. " I fancy this is their 
son. 

" I judge they are getting rather promiscuous at the Way- 
side then," was Mrs. Eldon's comment. 

"Aren't we all more or less promiscuous, mamma?" 
the girl asked. 

"Possibly, but not that promiscuous, my dear," said 
Mrs. Eldon. 

The women seemed to have completely dropped the sub- 
ject, and, again, Anne was mildly surprised when her father 
prompted: "Laura told you, you say — " 

"Why, Laura's accoimt was that he had backed some 
gambling men in starting this lottery arrangement, what- 
ever it was — had given them the money to start it and 
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shared the profits. It seems it was an awful swindle, and a 
great many people lost money through it> and the two gam- 
bling men ran away» and some clerk told about Mr. Bun- 
ner's being a partner, and he was caught. I thought it would 
be in your court." 

Judge Eldon cleared his throat. ""I suppose it will be in 
my court if it 's a mails case,'* he said. 

The subject was dropped. The judge looked out at the 
lake, smoking quite mechanically. It darkened within his 
mind faster than without. Out of the gray flood of his for- 
tune something arose, took form, presented itself to him 
sombrely. This feeling of the incursion of the ominous 
thing was so acute that when the shabby cab from the sta- 
tion rattled up in the dusk he knew whom it would bring. 
He was even faintly surprised when only one figure — a 
woman's — alighted and came up the lawn, instead of the 
two he had expected. He awaited her with helplessness. 

She made out his figure as she approached, and came 
straight up the steps to him, ignoring the mother and 
daughter. He arose and bowed. 

"I wish to speak to you," she said, her back to the 
women. 

He bowed again, conducted her through the invitingly 
roomy hall to the Kbrary , where he shut the door and turned 
on the light. 

He noted, mechanically, that she had grown somewhat 
stout, but kept her rather fine, full-blown figure. Her black 
hair was peppered with gray under the large hat. Her bold 
black eyes under their heavy brows glowed at him with a 
large passion. The many jet ornaments on her silk cape 
jingled slightly as she moved, and he saw — some way it 
seemed very pathetic — that she wore big diamonds in her 
ears. She ignored the courteous suggestion of his hand to a 
seat. 

"What are you going to do with myboy?"she demanded. 
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He felt the settled passion in her controlled voice as he had 
seen it in her eyes. 

" Perhaps it hardly remains with me to do anything, Mrs, 
Bmmer/' He threw up the first little defense that came to 
him. He saw the muscles of her jaw harden with the effort 
at self-control, and her eyes snapped. 

" You mean you will let it alone? '* 

He considered a moment, and spoke frankly. *'I am 
infinitely sorry. But you should not come to me — the 
court — with a suggestion. Don't you see?" 

It took her an instant to get the point. Then her lips 
drew in a wintry smile. "It would be a Uttle crooked, eh — 
if you said beforehand what you were going to do? It 
would n't be up to your fine character? " 

Her sarcasm was plain enough. He answered mildly, ** I 
have nothing to say to you in defense of the character of 
Arthur Eldon. But I am the court. To pledge myself be- 
forehand — " The vexatiousness of the situation came to 
him. He threw up his hand. **0h, why did you come here, 
Mrs. Bunner?" 

"Because I am mad." She flung down the statement 
with a superb pride. " What would you have done if I had 
left it to youP What have you always done before? You 
took the money and my husband went to jail. After he got 
out you could have helped him. You had a fine wife and a 
fine position. It is n't so easy for a man out of jail. He had 
a wife, too, you know. You turned your fine backs on us. 
Never mind that " — for she saw he was about to interrupt. 
"If we were n't up to yoiur dass that was our fault, of 
course. But I wanted my boy started right. He would have 
plenty of.money and an education. A little help would have 
got him all the start he needed. I swallowed my pride and 
tried again. You know how well I succeeded." 

The judge was looking down, but he said quietly, " I dare 
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say no one knows better than you that one's wife does n't 
always take the view one recommends." 

'"It's true enough that I don't take Adam's view/' she 
replied. "'There is n't an atom of resentment in his body. 
You know that> Arthur Eldon. No doubt your wife was to 
blame, not you. But it's you now. My boy stands just 
where you stood twenty-seven years ago. Only his friends 
did n't keep their mouths shut and take the pimishment» as 
Adam did. They ran away. It's you, now. You can save 
him as his father saved you, only without its costing 
you anything. I know how you can turn your fine back. 
I'm not on my knees begging anything from you, Arthur 
Eldon—" 

Her controlled voice choked for a moment. She trembled 
all over so that her jet ornaments tinkled and the pathetic 
diamonds shook in her ears. 

** I want justice for my boy. I want you to pay what you 
owe, and save him from — " She lost her voice an instant. 
'*My6od! his father was in jail, too. Do you understand 
that? I want justice, and I will have it. I've kept the old 
memoranda. I can prove everything." 

Her eyes burned and her bosom moved with her quick 
breathing as she confronted him, struggling to keep herself 
in hand. 

""I am not good-natured, Adam Bunner," she added in a 
steadier voice. **Iammad." 

Judge Eldon raised his eyes. It was veiy painful for him 
to look at her; but his face was firm, his bright-blue eyes met 
her impassioned gaze with an inflexible steadiness. He 
spoke very quietly. '"Mrs. Bunner, I will make you no 
promise to-night. It was unfortunate that you came here. 
I assure you it will do no good to pursue this subject fur- 
ther at this time. You must leave it with me." 

She seemed ready to strike him, and bit her lip hard. 

** Yes, I must leave it withyou," she said, after a moment. 
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"I will leave it with you. But I*m going to have justice. 
You can save my boy or go down with him.'* She turned 
to the door, but added, over her shoulder, "I have the pa- 
pers, not Adam.*' With that she went out rapidly, never 
looking at the two women on the porch. 

After a few minutes Judge Eldonwent to the sideboard, 
took a small drink of whiskey, and walked out on the porch. 

The two women were looking at him inquiringly, so he 
explained at once: — 

"That was the young man's mother — Mrs. Bunner. I 
knew her and her husband long ago. It was very painful." 

They understood a mother's impossible plea and sym- 
pathized with the judge. 

"I remembered her at once," said Mrs. Eldon in her 
soft voice. ''But she gave me no opportunity to show it. 
Her manners seem not to improve with age." 

After a moment the girl spoke up musingly: ''To face 
a sentence to jail — how dreadful that must be." 

The judge made no comment, and they understood that 
he did not wish to speak of it further, so they fell silent. 
Judge Eldon mechanically resumed his cigar. 

Anne was the first to see the yellow dragon-^es of the 
automobile advancing through the wood, and when the 
machine did not turn off at the comer, but held on toward 
their cottage, she sprang up. 

" It 's Mitty," she said, and no one would have needed an 
interpreter of the joy in her voice. 

She ran down the steps and was at the gate by the time 
Mitchell Hanford reached it from the other side. He looked 
even bigger than common in his broad-brimmed, low- 
crowned, stiff straw hat and light, baggy suit. He took her 
hands. 

"You got my wire?" he asked. 

Not answering, she looked up at him with fond eyes. 
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smiling a little. "Itwasfine, Mitty. I'm very glad — and 
very glad to see you." 

'*0h! But if I had failed?" His joyous laugh rang out as 
he teased her. 

She took his arm and brushed her cheek against his 
shoulder, as if to say thathe could joke as much as he pleased 
but he knew better. 

She was twenty-four. Mitchell Hanford, editor of the 
Daily Republican, was eleven years older. He had an as« 
sured manner, the air of coming from among men, and his 
attitude toward the girl was in keeping. They were jolly 
friends together, without much love-making. A pressure 
of the hands, a kiss for good-night was all, as though they 
trusted each other so fully that pledges were unnecessary. 
The girl told herself that this was partly why she adored 
him. 

They came up to the porch together. Hanford went at 
once to Mrs. Eldon. His hand rested on the back of her 
chair and he stooped a little as he spoke to her, laughing. 
There was something indefinitely protecting in this, like 
a good son. As she looked up into his handsome, laughing 
face, full of strength and good-humor, she felt that she was 
to have a good son and was glad. 

Even Judge Eldon, as Hanford shook his hand, laugh- 
ing, felt vaguely comforted amid his trouble. The other 
man's warm and powerful current lightened his chill. 

''It was managed very handsomely, Mitty," he said in 
acknowledgment. 

Mrs. Eldon drew the shawl up on her shoulders with a 
gesture simple but oddly proud. ** It was his due," she said. 
"There could have been no real competitors." 

Hanford laughed. "That's true. It took only a little 
time to convince the President that the other fellows were 
mere imitations — especially as Illinois is going to be very 
important in the fall elections." 
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The girl walked down the veranda, wcuting for him, and 
when he joined her she asked at once, ** Did you really have 
much trouble?" She had an eager woman's interest in these 
men's affairs of his. It seemed to her that it would be im- 
possible to have an unplaced, unimportant youth for a 
lover. 

"Oh, not much," he answered lightly, "except that 
Aguinaldo bobbed up as usual." Aguinaldo was his name 
for Hargass, the junior Senator from Illinois, who was al- 
ways at outs with the party oi^anization. "He was very 
modest — for him. He would agree to Judge Eldon's ap- 
pointment provided the vacant district court judgeship be 
handed over to his hopeful brother-in-law Durkin. Other- 
wise he would raise a row and hang up the conjBrmation in 
the Senate." 

"The President would n*t like that," she said. 

"Naturally the President wouldn't like to have his 
nominee for the Supreme Court openly opposed by the 
junior Senator from the nominee's own state. So Dick took 
Aguinaldo up into a high mountain — and pushed him off. 
That is, he agreed to get Durkin the nomination for West 
Town Collector next year. You see, Dick has already agreed 
to let the professional reformers pass their perennial bill 
to abolish the office this winter — so next year there won't 
beanycollectorship." He tUted back his head and laughed 
again. 

She smiled a little over his free-handed zest for the game. 

"So it all came out beautifully, you see," he added. He 
was sitting on the veranda rail and had taken off his hat. 

She leaned against him, slipped her arm over his shoulder, 
and kissed his cheek lightly. "But it is n't nice to have to 
do those things, is it, Mitty?" 

He understood that she was coaxing him to be good, and 
he was rather surprised at her view of it. 

"Well, you see, I needed that Supreme Court appoint- 
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ment — to bring home to you/' he answered, half in earaest. 

Two days later as Judge Eldon sat alone in his chambers, 
Smoot came in. 

The famous criminal lawyerwas of a large and heavy 
figure. One noticed at once his thick lips and blunt nose. 
His ears, under the mane of dust-colored hair, were small 
and odd-shaped. His entrance impressed the judge dis- 
agreeably, as the approach of a dirty object impresses a 
fastidious man. He did not speak or rise, but looked im- 
passively at the lawyer, as if to ask his business. Judge 
Eldon was one of those who had never paid an amiable 
deference to Smoot's enormous success. He knew the man 
for a blackguard, and did not, like most of the others, act 
as though he thought him a gentleman because he was rich 
and powerful. 

He knew that Smoot was too acute to overlook the cool- 
ness of his manner, but the big lawyer hitched a chair over, 
sat down at the judge's elbow, tossed his light felt hat to 
the table, and crossed his legs as comfortably as though 
he had been solicitously invited. 

^'I came to tell the coMct my troubles," Smoot began 
calmly. ^* You know I'm defending young Bunner in this 
lottery case.** 

A shock of apprehension went through the judge's heart. 
Smoot's eyes, of a light-gray color, were upon his with a 
look indescribably impudent and alert, and there was an 
odd, angry struggle in the judge's mind against the startled 
question that leaped into his own eyes and which he knew 
Smoot to be watching for. . 

**I want to arrange with you for a hearing in chambers 
of an argument to quash the indictment," said Smoot 
coolly as before. 

"Why in chambers? "the judge demanded with sternness. 

" There 's a woman in the case," said the lawyer. " She 's 
a holy terror, too. It's the boy's mother. Unless you'll 
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give me an order to gag her, I can't keep her from mak- 
ing a scene in court if the case should go against her 
son.** 

" I dare say the court will be able to preserve order,** said 
Judge Eldon dryly. His bright-blue eyes now met the law- 
yer's impudent look firmly. He saw it plainly enough. 
Smoot knew — and was stirring him around with a dirty 
finger preparatory to pushing him into a hole. He felt a 
nausea over this nasty intrusion upon the innermost part of 
his life — the smutty-handed Smoot playing at toss and 
catch with his conscience and honor. He was sick, but his 
eyes were firm, 

'" I suppose the trusty bailiff will be on hand,** the lawyer 
replied composedly. He picked a thread from his coat. 
"The fact is, it*s something personal. She wants to pitch 
into the court and unbosom herself to the newspapers to 
the extent of a front page or so — with pictures and a dia- 
gram marked with a cross to show the spot. Nobody wants 
anything of that sort, except this crazy woman — and the 
newspapers, of course. I can*t avoid a certain responsi- 
bility. At a hearing in chambers — ** 

"Why not a hearing in open court, if it's to be agreed 
beforehand that the indictment is to be quashed? That*s 
what you mean, is n*t it? '* 

The insolent light-gray eyes examined the judge*s face, 
and with a manner which for perfect impudence could not 
have been bettered, Smoot repUed, " Well, you know, judge, 
that earthly power doth then show likest God's when mercy 
seasons judgment.** 

"As an attorney you put yourself in an extraordinary 
position.*' 

"Oh, my position now is friend of the court, you see.** 

"Any suggestion as to the disposition of the case must be 
made in court. I think there i^ nothing further to say, Mr. 
Smoot.** 
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Smoot looked at the judge, believed he had him limned, 
and let the twinkle of a hidden smile show in his eyes. **I 
suppose there is nothing more to say — until a motion is 
made to take the case from the jury/' he answered cheer- 
fully, and picked up his hat. 

Judge Eldon watched the large figure out of the door. 
He was thinking bitterly: ** It was like a mad woman, first 
to come to me, then to bring in this blackguard." 

That night at the dinner-table he was absent-minded, a 
thing most unusual with him. Once or twice he noticed 
Anne looking at him questioningly. After dinner he step- 
ped to the veranda, but at once went inside and to the li- 
brary. After a moment he came into the hall and sat alone, 
without smoking, staring at the door. Several times Anne's 
figure, on the veranda, came into view and he looked at her 
with a strange, increasing interest. He tried the library 
again, and came back into the hall, standing by the library 
door. When Anne came tripping in for a shawl she saw him 
standing there, looking at her. 

It was in his usual voice that he said, ** I should like to see 
you, Anne." 

He closed the library door after her, and motioned to a 
seat. As she was taking the seat he said abruptly, "" Do you 
suppose you could get your mother to go to California with 
you, this week, for the winter? " 

She understood that some strange upheaval threatened; 
but she forbore to ask a question, replying simply, *'I will 
try, if you wish, father. You know how it taxes her to travel, 
and she has just come home." 

Her steadiness pleased him. He paced across the room, 
his head down, came back to the fireplace, and looked at 
her earnestly. 

*^ You spoke of the case of Edward Bunner. His mother 
came Wre to see me, you remember." 

'* Yes," she said, every fibre attention. She saw how he 
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passed his hand nervously over his chin, — her urbane, 
composed father, — and her heart beat fast* 

He put both hands behind him and took his wrist in cus- 
tody as was his habit when making a speech that required 
fixed thinking, and faced her squarely. 

'*I once lived in the same boarding-house with Adam 
Bunner, this boy's father. I was a young man then, just 
admitted to the bar and trying to get a foothold here in the 
city. It was pretty slow work. Bunner was a good-natured, 
careless, sporty young man. I found him interesting. He 
was running some sort of game where he sold a magic hair- 
restorer or something like that by putting advertisements 
in the countiy papers and getting people to send him a dol- 
lar for a sample package. Of course it was the merest swin- 
dle. That was part of the joke to Bunner. I suppose this 
swindle and Bunner's attitude more or less amused me, 
too. I had something of an outlook in very good society, 
thanks to a letter I had brought, and I had a taste for that. 
I had met your mother and fallen very much in love with 
her at the first. I was then earning about a hod-carrier's 
wages in the law office, and it was a pretty desperate fight 
to keep up the front that seemed necessary if I was to go on 
with your mother and her friends. I had a little money 
from my mother. By the time I got through school and 
came in here there was a thousand dollars left for the cam- 
paign, and by the time I am telling you of half that was 
gone and I was getting blue. Remember I was a youth 
then, about your age, much in love, and with all a youth's 
impatience. In short, I was ripe for a reckless stroke. Well, 
Bunner had talked with me several times. He had a brand- 
new scheme. He was around the race-tracks more or less 
and knew a good many sporty men. He proposed to get up 
a sort of blind pool to bet on the races. His ma^c hair-re- 
storer was keeping him going, but be had no ready money 
at the time. I lent him my five hundred dollars to start his 
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His eyes had not left hers. So far her face had shown 
only a kbd of wonder, (t did not change now. The judge 
moistened his lips and went on firmly: — 

** I cannot say now that I gave myself much concern over 
it. I believe I was more anxious lest I lose my money than 
over anything else. I did not go much into the details of 
the scheme; but I knew perfectly that it was going to be 
more or less a swindle, for Bunner was that sort. I believed 
that he would win, for he was that sort, too. We called it 
simply a loan of money. I refused to have it any other way. 
Bunner laughed and let it go at that, for shouldering moral 
responsibilities was quite in his line. Yet I knew well enough 
that he proposed to return me my money at least several 
fold out of his winnings. 

''Well, Bunner extended his patronage of the country 
newspapers, only instead of selling people hair-restorer he 
sold them shares in his pool. The scheme was remarkably 
successful. At intervals Bunner handed me over various 
sums of money — interest on the loan, he said, although the 
interest amounted to many times the principal. With the 
money that Bunner thus handed over I maintained myself 
and pursued such social advantages as I had. This was a 
great help to me professionally. Most of all I was able to 
keep my place as suitor to your mother, and less than two 
years after the loan to Bunner I married her. She had a 
considerable property, as you know, and with the con- 
nections of her family I was very well on my feet. Even 
before that, from time to time, I had promised myself that 
I would formally end the connection with Bunner by telling 
him the loan was canceled. Bunner, however, was bui^ 
preparing another and larger scheme and giving less atten- 
tion to the pool. In short, for six months before my mar- 
riage I scarcely saw him or heard from him. I was taken up 
with other matters, as you may suppose, and I had a light- 
hearted disposition that easily adsolved itself from care* 

uigiiizea oy vjiOOvjlC 



TBE IIGHT-HEABTED 157 

He sent me a sum of money just before the wedding. I was 
much too bu^y to return it. Besides, it came in handily for 
the wedding journey to Europe. While we were on that 
journey Bunner was indicted for a fraudulent use of the 
mails. His whole pool swindle was exposed. I got back and 
f oimd him under bonds and about to stand trial." 

The judge's eye had been growing harder as the girFs - 
eyes quailed, as though her shrinking nerved him to cut 
steadily and to the bone. 

**It was worse than I had ever suspected. I had sup- 
posed all along that it was a more or less dubious game 
played by a superior gambler upon inferior ones — the 
sort of meny dog-eat-dog affair that one would expect of 
Bunner. But there is no doubt that many poor, foolish 
people were caught in the net. No one can tell who, for such 
records as existed were destroyed at the first sign of trouble. 
So the undiscoverable losses of many poor people whose 
money I had spent still stand in the account. Of course, I 
saw Bunner. He had acted toward me with that loyalty 
which is part of his character. He had never mentioned my 
name. He said, 'It won't do any good to drag you into 
this.' I did all I could to get him ably defended, but it was 
a dear enough case. He was fined five thousand dollars and 
given a year in jail. I tried to get him a pardon, but failed. 
When he came out of jail he married the young woman who 
had been his secretary, and who knew all about our rela- 
tions. I made an attempt — half-heartedly, perhaps — to 
interestyourmotherinMr. and Mrs. Adam Bunner. You 
can guess howthey struck her, especially with the jailmark. 
Bunner and his wife are intelligent. After a trial or two 
they came no more. Bunner went into several things, all 
dubious, but within the law, and finally into this bucket- 
shop. He has made a lot of money. Their son grew up. 
If the mother then wanted the social recognition which she 
thought due to her income, I believe it was more on her 
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son's account than her own. I would, honestly, have done 
much to help her. But you can understand your mother's 
attitude. Mrs. Bunner thinks I turned my back on them. 
Perhaps when all is said and done I did. But one can't so- 
cially turn his back on his wife. Well, the son, it seems, 
rather takes after his father. At any rate, he went into this 
lottery scheme with some gambling friends, young Bunner 
furnishing the money. They ran away and left him to face 
the charge. So Edward Bunner now stands just where I 
stood almost thirty years ago, except that he has been found 
out and is coming up for trial next week — before me. 
Mrs. Bunner demands that I discharge the young man and 
pay my debt. She threatens, otherwise, to disclose the old 
connection. She has some documentary evidence of it, 
too." 

He saw the pale girl at the table, her lips slightly apart, a 
line of pain down the centre of her forehead, staring in be- 
wilderment at a strange man, a man she had never seen be- 
fore, who had somehow slipped into her father's skin. As 
the first quailing in his daughter's eyes prompted him to 
strip the ugly truth more resolutely so now her complete 
alienation from him moved him to walk over and sit on the 
table near her. 

" I would have helped the Bunners in this," he went on. 
"Yes, I would have used my office to pay my debt if she 
had let it be a matter between my honor and myself. But 
she made an irretrievable mistake. Of course she was wild. 
She thought I had turned my back on them before when I 
might have helped for the son's sake, and this other peril 
of his made her lose her head. All her passion seems to have 
centred in giving him a footing on a higher social plane than 
her own. So she came here and threatened me. That was 
bad enough. But that was not the greatest mistake. She 
went to Smoot, retained him to defend her son, and told 
him this story. You do not know Smoot. He is a black- 
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guard to the middle of his soul. He prospers by entangling 
judges. His dirty fingers are always reaching toward them. 
So I will not quash the indictment, and she will publish 
her story." 

For the first time she spoke, lifting her hands to the arms 
of the chair. ** Would that — the consequences of that — 
be very important?*' 

''Naturally it would upset the Supreme Court appoint- 
ment, and then I should no doubt resign from the bench. 
You can guess what a find it would be for the newspapers — 
'Judge EMon a partner in a swindle; his fortunes founded 
on a crime,' And what I chiefly dread now — is your 
mother.** 

The girl looked as though she might cry out from sheer 
pain. Her face was drawn. "But — is n*t there some way 
— something that can be done — some way out of it?'* she 
asked. 

He had seen her staring at the strange man, the swindler 
who had some way slipped into her father's likeness; and he 
understood that now, struggling with repulsion and fear, 
it was as though she cried out, " Oh, you who have cheated 
us all our lives, can*t you save us from this?** He had pre- 
pared himself. Nevertheless, it was a bitter moment. 
His heart smarted. 

"Of course, I could quash the indictment,'* he said very 
dryly. 

She looked a perplexed question, a little touched with 
hope. 

"I shall not, however, though they ruin me,** he added 
quietly. " I did that bit of dirty work that I have been tell- 
ing you about in my youth. You can imagine that what 
followed was a profound shock to me. It changed me. I 
have never forgotten that shock. I know what it is to have 
something to hide. There are nearly thirty years since then 
without a spot on them, as open, before the Lord^ as the 
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day. Do you imagine that I am going back of the thirty 
years now — to renew my thing to hide? It*s true I owe 
the Bunners something. But I don't owe them the honor 
of all my later life. I belong to what I have made myself 
now» not to what I was then, and I'm going to act accord- 
ing to what I am now, not according to what I was then. 
I might have quashed the indictment of my own notion; 
but not for a bribe of their silence. Do you imagine I '11 let 
that scoundrel Smoot bribe me — take him into my life? 
Oh, no, my dear. Whatever I once was, I now am the Judge 
Eldon that you and your mother know. Could Smoot's 
dirty finger touch him? Never! I'll stand or fall by that, 
my dear." 

The girl leaned swiftly forward. Her hand covered his. 
"Father! It's fine! "her voice trembled. A mist of gracious 
tears came into her eyes. She leaned her head to his knee, 
saying, "You are my father! Daddy, you are my father!" 

The judge touched her hair and was silent a moment. 
Then he took her head in his hands and had her look up. 
" You make it worth while, dear," he said. " But the main 
point is — your mother. She has lived almost out of the 
world these ten years. She has not the vital hold on life 
that you have. It would be dreadful for her. That is what 
I fear now. Yet I am rather helpless alone. You and I can 
understand each other. But we must not forget that this 
thing exists. This act was done, irretrievable, and it seems 
minded to return now and ask payment. I am as ready as 
a man can be — only I don't want your mother to pay." 

"No — she must not — if anyone can prevent it," she 
said. "About her goi^ng away — I don't know, father. I'm 
afraid sh^ will not. If there were some other way — " She 
puzzled painfully over it a moment, but could see no way. 
"I will talk to her in the morning and see how she is dis- 
posed." She puzzled over it again a moment and looked up 
at him with a kind of mournful fondness, her hand on his 
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shoulder. **It seems that one should be permitted to take 
one little day in the past and buiy it» does n't it, daddy? " 

"They're not so easily buried,'* said the judge. 

As they had feared, Mrs. Eldon laughed away all their 
schemes for a journey. The last days of the week slipped by 
and Sunday came. The trial was set for Tuesday morning. 

Anne had been sleeping badly. She questioned the night 
as well as the day for an answer to her riddle. Sunday she 
passed another restless night. She looked from her window 
at the dim, sleeping wood, dozed a little and started wide 
awake with a great quake of fear, for fate had stolen up in 
the doze. It was dawn — of the only day before the trial. 

They kept up appearances at breakfast. Her father went 
to the train without speaking to her. There was no need of 
speech. 

Mrs. Eldon was uncommonly well. She moved freely 
about the hbuse, very happy to be able to exercise a house- 
keeping interest. Various domestic arrangements occurred 
to her, and die discussed them with Anne, often gayly. 

Strange schemes started up in Anne's brain — fantastic 
lies to lure her mother out of town, bogus telegrams calling 
them away. These poor, mirage breastworks which her 
imagination threw up faded as soon as formed. Nothing of 
that sort would do. The girl's vision had become clairvoy- 
ant. She perceived truthinhermother'sbeautiful,soft dark 
eyes and knew there must be no lying. That was one of the 
stakes to which they were tied. 

Her mother was so happy — and this one day of grace 
was passing. 

Among the fantastic schemes there was one, hardly more 
substantial or promising than the others, that had come to 
her twice in the night. She had thought of Eklward Bim- 
ner, seeing again his merry, youthful brown eyes, ruddy, 
good-humored face, and smiling lips with a jaunty mous- 
tache over them. 
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Now, as she and her mother were sitting at lunch, while 
she pretended to eat, and her mind wandered, this fantastic 
scheme drifted back again from its limbo. She happened to 
glance up at her mother. Mrs. Eldon, too, had ceased eat- 
ing. She was looking up, smiling a Uttle, her worn face soft 
with the look of a fond woman. 

" I just remembered," she said, " that he will wear a silk 
gown when he is a justice." 

Her eyes were upon her husband's portrait, and she gave 
a little laugh. 

^* Yes," said Anne, and arose. In the second her purpose 
had settled. 

She went into the library where the telephone was and 
looked up the ntunber she wished. While she was waiting 
for a connection with the city she consulted her watch and 
calculated that by quick work she could catch the .1.48 
train. A few minutes later when Mrs. Eldon inquired for 
her, the maid said she had gone for a walk. 

Anne was at home when the judge arrived for dinner, 
but at the table, for the first time, she failed to keep up ap- 
pearances. She was pale and noticeably indisposed. Her 
mother thought she had walked too far. 

Directly after dinner the judge made an opportunity for 
her to find him alone in the libraiy. She came in at once. 

"Anything — happened?" she asked. 

"No," said the judge. He looked at her questioningly. 
"Have you been to the city? " It was understood between 
them that she was not to go to Mrs. Bunner, for the judge 
knew that would only humiliate her needlessly. 

"I went to the city," she said. She came up to him and 
put her hand on his arm. "Dear daddy, I think I've failed 
all around." 

The term of babyhood, the forlorn note in her voice, her 
weary face, cut to the man's heart. He took her in his arms. 

"Dear girl! I never meant to make it so hard for you. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LIGHT-HEARTED 16S 

I was thinkiiig of her. I should be sorry I told you» only 
you would have to know in the end anyway. As for your 
having failed, no matter. I have failed abundantly enough. 
I have lived a day too long, my daughter. I wish to Grod 
it were not so; but we can only take what 's coming. There's 
one thing, Anne, we ' ve known each other better." 

She kissed his cheek. "I'm afraid," she said; "but I'm 
coming to court to-morrow* I could not bear to be any place 
else." 

There were some motions to be heard in the morning, 
and it was after eleven o'clock when the case against 
Edward Bunner was called. 

The case proceeded with the usual tedious decorum of a 
federal court. Judge Eldon leaned back in his large chair, 
sidewise to the desk, listening with an air of rather bored 
judicial dignity, and having little to do, for there were few 
objections, and those were not pressed. The court habitu6s 
noted with surprise that Smoot was not fighting his case, 
and they surmised that he had something up his sleeve. 
The newspapers had made a feature of this trial of a rich 
man's son, but to people who go to court for a show the case 
promised indifferent amusement, neither a murder nor a 
woman being involved, so the benches allotted to the public 
were only half filled. Now and then a spectator got up and 
tiptoed out in search of livelier diversion. Now and then 
one tiptoed in, slid into a seat, and tried to interest himself. 

Miss Eldon declined the seat beside the judge which 
would have been at her disposal, and took one in the front 
row of spectators on the left. The young defendant sat at a 
table inside the rail. Smoot sat on the other side of the 
table, his long liegs comfortably crossed, his hands in his 
lap, a slight, attentive frown on his face. Mrs. Bunner 
sat behind her son at the end of the table, very erect, her 
powerful dark eyes oftener upon the judge than upon the 
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witness or attorney. Judge Eldon had given one quick 
glance in that direction as he took his seat, and noticed that 
Adam Bunner was not present — also, that a black-silk bag 
lay on the table in front of Mrs. Bunner. Then he had turned 
his back. 

Several times during the forenoon the young defendant 
looked over at the girl in the front row of spectators. If 
her face was averted he looked at her for some time, as 
though powerless to look away. Once her eye met his and 
he smiled a little. Again when her eye met his he looked 
away quickly and moved nervously in his seat. 

The tedious formalities of the trial proceeded. At half- 
past twelve court adjourned until two. Judge Eldon stood 
up and waited for his daughter to join him. Mrs. Bunner 
leaned forward and plucked Smoot's sleeve. They whis- 
pered together a moment. Then Smoot arose, walked rap- 
idly and confidently forward and up the steps to the bench 
and spoke to the judge, Mrs. Bunner's eyes following him. 
Anne was at the gate in the rail which divided bench and 
bar from the public. As Smoot went ahead of her, she hesi- 
tated there a moment looking up at her father and the 
lawyer, the latter talking and frownijig. Young Bunner's 
eyes were fixed upon her upturned face. He turned a little 
pale and was about to rise and go to her when Smoot 
stepped away and she hastened forward to join her f ath^. 

They went into the chambers. The judge looked at her 
with a painful dryness in his eyes. It seemed to her that he 
had grown much older. 

"When the testimony for the prosecution is in," he said, 
"Smoot will move to take the case from the jury and dis- 
charge the prisoner. If I overrule the motion Mrs. Bimner 
will make a scene in court that will give her an opportunity 
to tell her story to the reporters. She has her documents 
with her. I have ordered some lunch sent in here." 

" I supposed it would be something like that," said Anne. 
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Subconsciously both understood their state. In that 
pause before the crisis all their powers went to sustaining 
the nerves and keeping up the physical form of life, leaving 
the brain dull. They had nothing to say to each other. 

"'I think I will go out and get something to eat/' said 
Anne dully. ** I shall feel better for walking a little.*' 

"Yes," said the judge sympathetically. "Anne! I 
would n't come back if I were you. There's no need." 

" I should go mad waiting," she said, as though she were 
making a cobmionplace statement. 

He stared alter her helplessly as she went out. Lunch 
was placed before him. Mechanically he ate a bit of the re- 
pugnant food and sipped the tea, the while looking fixedly 
out of the broad window at the sign-littered store-fronts 
across the way, but hardly seei^ them. After all, he might 
be able to grant Smoot's motion. Smoot was a good lawyer, 
and he might present some strong warrant for the court's 
interference. Perhaps he had discovered a fatal flaw in the 
prosecution's case. In a way the judge was aware that this 
was mere weakness, but his mind dragged helplessly around 
it. The first thing from the outside that really penetrated 
him was the cry of a newsboy , faintly heard from the street : 

"'Nextrapa-por. . . . Big robbery! Get 'nextrapapor!" 

And it came to him with a mighty shock that in a few 
hours they would be crying the extra papers with all about 
Judge Eldon accused. It seemed to him that he knew how 
those felt who had waited to be thrown to wild beasts. The 
minute hand of the clock moved on. He sat in his chair, 
dulled with pain, waiting helplessly for the stroke of two. 

Mrs. Bunner came in early and took her place at the 
table, on which she placed tiie silk bag. Smoot and the 
young man stepped out of the elevator at three minutes be- 
fore two, still smoking their cigars. The young man was 
preoccupied and slightly pale. Glancing down the corridor 
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he saw Aime Eldon standing by the small door that gave to 
the judge's chambers. 

Smoot touched his hat carelessly to the young woman, 
for she was looking at them, and turned in at the court- 
roomdoor. Young Bunner went swiftly by and came up to 
Anne» his hat in his hand. 

"I'm afraid what you told me is true — about my 
mother/' he said. "It is true. Miss Eldon; but I can't 
change her purpose." 

" No," she said, with an odd gentleness. Her candid eyes 
held his with a kind of sad sympathy. 

"What you've done — did yesterday, you know," he 
stammered. "I think it was fine and I appreciate it. I'm 
sorry — for aD. But it 's my mother." 

"Yes," she said. "It was for my mother, too — it is for 
her. We cannot help it." Again there was that oddly hum- 
ble despair. 

He stared at her an instant, was aware of Smoot stand- 
ing in the courtroom door, frowning. "Well, never mind," 
he muttered. He turned away, and when he joined Smoot 
he was smiling, so that the lawyer suspected a bit of youth- 
ful gallantry. 

The court sat. The trial was resumed. Presentation of 
the testimony for the prosecution, while dry enough, in- 
volved many details. It was nearly four when the district 
attorney rested. Smoot arose deliberately, almost lazily, 
and gave notice of his motion to discharge the prisoner. 

When Smoot began the argument on his motion the dis- 
trict attorney leaned forward, all attention, well knowing 
the acute and resourceful mind opposed to him, and some- 
what nervous, half fearing that, after all, he had left some 
fatal flaw in his case which Smoot had discovered and was 
about to expose. As the argument proceeded his attentive 
attitude relaxed. He straightened up, then leaned back in 
. his chair, staring around at the court in blank astonishment. 
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For, as a piece of legal reasoning, this argument of Smoot's 
was beneath contempt. If it had come from an unknown 
man, that man would have been set down for a blockhead. 
Coming from Smoot it could only be regarded as a piece of 
amazing impudence, the purpose of which was beyond the 
district attorney's comprehension. So he stared at the 
court. ^ 

But the court's head was bowed. Judge Eldon imder- 
stood perfectly. Smoot thought he had the judge linmed, 
and he proposed not to leave him a rag of defense. He pro- 
posed to make him discharge the prisoner on this ridiculous 
plea so that between them thereafter there could be no 
doubt of the motive. 

Smoot's drawling voice ceased and he sat down, com- 
placently crossing his legs. The district attorney stood up 
and spoke a dozen contemptuous words in reply, for mere 
form's sake. 

A hush fell. Mrs. Bunner drew a parcel of papers from 
the silk bag and held them in her hands. They awaited the 
court's judgment. 

Judge Eldon, still looking down at the desk, put his hand 
on the arms of his chair and softly cleared his throat to 
speak the words which would overrule Smoot's motion. 
But before his lips formed the first word another voice 
spoke: — 

"If the court please." 

He looked up quickly and saw that the young prisoner 
was standing, his eyes on the floor. Smoot had started for- 
ward a little, a scowl on his face. 

** I wish to change my plea. I wish to take back the plea 
of not guilty and make a plea of guilty." The yoimg man 
looked steadily up at the judge. " I am guilty, your honor. 
I knew this was a crooked scheme, and that the men were 
using my money to go into it. I am guilty. I wish to take 
my punishment."^ 
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In a perfect silence the young man sat down, and the 
whole scene seemed hung in mid-air. 

Judge Eldon felt himself, too, in mid-air, and it was from 
that strange suspense that his diy, judicial voice spoke 
quite mechanically : — 

**The derk will change the plea to guilty.'* 

These words, in the judicial voice, seemed to bring the 
scene to earth, and unalterably fix the act. Smoot dropped 
back helplessly. Mrs. Bunner sat with starting qres; all the 
breath seemed to have left her body . 

Then Judge Eldon spoke again, almost mechanically: — 

** Nothing remains but for the court to pass sentence. 
The statute prescribes that the punishment shall consist of 
afineof not less than five hundred or more than five thou- 
sand dollars, or imprisonment for not less than thirty days 
ormorethanoneyear,or both,inthediscretion of the court. 
It is clear to the court that this defendant had no settled 
criminal intention. He was light-hearted and careless, as 
many of us who have grown gray and sober were in our 
youth. He has acknowledged his fault, and in that he is 
fortunate and entitled to honor. I cannot discharge him 
under his plea, but I can impose the lightest penalty, a fine 
of five hundred dollars, and suspend the fine. Thatlwilldo. 
Court is adjourned." 

He arose and entered his chambers. Mrs. Bunner sat 
with her head leaning on her hand. Anne Eldon passed 
through the gate in the rail. The young man looked at her. 
She came up to him and held out her hand. As he stood, 
holding her hand, he perceived that she was prof oimdly 
shaken, and that she honored him, and his heart was up- 
lifted. Th^ said nothing, for Smoot was there. There was 
no need to say anything. She passed on. 

When she entered the chambers she saw the judge stand- 
ing in the middle of the floor like one amazed. She went 
swiftly up to him, herself much shaken, for young Bunner's 
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act stood above both of them and overpowered their hearts. 

She touched her cheek against his shoulder and whis- 
pered, "We've buried it, daddy." 

"Oh, no! Not * we,* Anne; not *we!* but you two young 
people! It was you two young people! You had been to 
see him." 

"Yes. I went to see him yesterday. I had met him. It 
was only the matter of some casual talk and a dance, yet I 
felt toward him that he would be my friend. I suppose I 
thought him nice. You know. And yesterday I went to 
him — to try to show him how useless his mother's act 
would be. He could not change her, it seems. Buthe thought 
of this other way — to plead guilty — which I had not 
mentioned or thought of. My going to him in that way — • 
it touched his chivalry, you see. It was very fine, father." 

"So fine, my dear, that I never quite felt it before — 
how fine it is to be fine. I think I never really repented be- 
fore." He looked hesitatingly at her and she knew that his 
contrite heart was contemplating a sacrifice. 

She slipped her arm over his shoulder. "You must n't 
make it uselessj, father — what he did. That was his gift. 
You cannot throw it away. You cannot go back of the 
thirty years now any more than you could the other day 
when Smoot approached you. You are Judge Eldon — 
Ju&tice Eldon." 

" WeU — you are right there, Anne," he said. " Yet it is 
a strange thing — his father would have been capable of 
something like that, done out of generosity. No, that one 
day in the past is not buried, Anne. One can never really 
buryit. And now I do not wish it buried. I Wi^h to keep it 
by me for repentance and humbleness and charity. That is 
the most and the least I can do. Let me never forget it." 

Hanford came out that evening. Anne walked to the 
gate with him. He was in his joUiest mood. 

"The announcement will be made next week," he told 



uigitized by 



Google 



170 THE LIGHT-HEABTED 

her, " so you must get ready to have your picture taken for 
the newspapers to publish as ^The Beautiful Daughter of 
the New Justice/" 

She brushed her cheek against h]3 shoulder. He had 
noticed that she was unusually silent to-night. 

^'Mitty!" She stopped, and, to his astonishment, her 
voice trembled. "What are you going to do with Senator 
Hargass?" 

His blank surprise continued. Out of it he answered, 
"Why, throw him in the air." 

"You must n\ do it! Mitty, you must n't do it!" Her 
voice was trembling. " Oh, no! no! no! " she cried out, and 
threw herself upon his breast. 

Amid his sheer bewilderment Hanf ord vaguely perceived 
that his nice girl had suddenly become an impassioned 
woman. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ATHLETICS AND MORALS 

ELLBBY BEDGWICK 

Among the impersonal forces which mould the character 
of boys at boarding-school athletics takes first rank. At 
college this dominance, although less complete, still per- 
sists. Yet it is not too much to say that, if the current stand- 
ard of athletic honor were applied to other undergraduate 
interests, the training of American youth would border on 
demoralization. Sit among the college ** rooters ** and listen 
to the running conmients on a game; join a gymnasium 
group of schoolboy coaches, and you will gauge the influ- 
ences at work. In many schools and colleges, particularly 
in the East, there has been of late years intermittent but 
decided improvement. Certain brutalities of football have 
been expimged or modified. The personnel of baseball teams 
has been confined more closely to the body of genuine stu- 
dents. But it can be soberly stated that imderhand, per- 
verted, and dishonest practices are, with honorable excep- 
tions, still part and parcel of undergraduate athletics. 

School and college are not mere tiny subdivisions of so- 
ciety. They bear no relation to the natural universe. They 
are separate worlds, as artificially administered as any 
laboratory. Outside the barriers of youth we are accus- 
tomed to base the laws we make on public opinion; within 
them the community is compelled to accept an alien code, 
but its opinion remains its own and the two are in sharp 
contrast. Nor does public opinion within school or college 
bear any real relation to opinion in the world at large. A 
product of an artificial system, it is wholly artificial in it- 
self, based on a ciuious medley of prejudice and idealism, 
of romantic honor and highly technical discrimination. Of 
schools it may be said, with no disrespect to teachers, that 
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the body of boyish opinion teaches lessons beyond their 
power to impart. And of colleges a similar statement would 
not be far from accurate. To shape this opinion, or rather, 
to use it wisely and with discretion, is, I beheve, the larger 
part of the unsolved problem of education. 

Youth is radical, and, at the same time, it is conservative 
beyond the furthest reach of Toryism. Was there ever a 
collegian who turned his hat up and his trousers down when 
custom prescribed a contrary procedure? It is hard to real- 
ize the fixity of student opinion once it has run into the 
mould. A code of behavior may be established in a year; in 
two it becomes a mark of caste; in four it is immemorial 
precedent. And, yet, a sudden shaft of idealism will transfix 
a school or college and alter opinion overnight. The tonic 
effect of an honest captaincy upon a school team is one of 
the most exhilarating phenomena of school life. 

It is a rule with few exceptions, that the standard of school 
and college athletics runs level with the standard of public 
opinion in school and college. G>aches may introduce 
dirty tricks; an occasional team may be willing to buy a 
victory at any price; but, in the last analysis, undergradu- 
ate policy and action are determined by social rewards and 
social penalties. If the feeling once gets abroad that a cham- 
pionship has been too dearly bou^t, the high price will 
not be paid a second time. 

Not many years ago standards of honor in the classroom 
were not much higher than those on the athletic field to-day. 
The problem then was much like the problem now. It was 
solved, not by imposing additional regulations upon the 
students, but by allowing them to regulate themselves. The 
tone of student honesty conforms to the pubhc opinion set 
in the last analysis by a small group of the older and abler 
boys. If you subject that group to the influences of the 
larger body, you will have a public opinion less strained 
and more responsive to the healthy reaction of the normal 
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mind. Thanks to social discipline the Honor System has 
trimnphed in the examination room: if athletics was gen- 
erally under the supervision of student councils^ directly 
responsible to the student body» discussion would take a 
different turn and honesty would follow fast. Dishonesty 
never throve on publicity, and never will. 

Consider for a moment the condition of the student mind 
regarding athletics. If a boy moves his golf-ball ever so 
gently and thereby improves its he, detection in the act 
means social annihilation. But note the delicate gradation 
of the criminal code. If the same boy habituaUy plays off- 
side at hockey, he incurs dislike. But if he trips his oppo- 
nent at football, or saves a run at baseball by unfair block- 
ing* why, then it is merely a question for the umpire to 
decide. 

The memory of men still yoimg is not taxed to recall the 
time when technical distinctions of like nicety generally 
prevailed in college tests. To cheat for a *' gentleman's 
pass" was one thing; to cheat for honors quite another. In 
the latter instance you might be defrauding a competitor; 
in the former you were simply justifying your right to Kve. 
To lie to the Dean seemed about as reprehensible as thank- 
ing your hostess for a dull party. 

Much blame to-day is showered on professional coaches. 
Statistics in such matters are naturally not available, but 
I gravely question whether, when a man's professional 
career is involved, there is not less danger of dishonest in- 
struction than when a graduate is called upon to pull a team 
together for a single season. Again, when popular indigna- 
tion does pursue an infringement of athletic integrity, it 
commonly concerns itself with the academic status of the 
players. If a college athlete uses his single talent and plays 
ball for a U ving during the summer vacation, then the ama- 
teur spirit is troubled as tricking the umpire never troubles 
it. I do not defend the encroachment of the professional 
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into the amateur field; I deplore it; but I maintain that 
our American spirit of sport concerns itself more with tech- 
nicalities than with that single-minded devotion which 
gives to the word amateur the full significance of the lover 
who follows i^)orts for sport's own sake. 

I have spoken of the moral technicalities of athletics. 
Even persons with a maturer moral code than student honor 
may well be puzzled by them. In one of his admirable es- 
says on athletics and decency. Dean Briggs gives an amus- 
ing instance of a Harvard end-rush, in the pink of condi- 
tion, who limped through a hard game, allowing his knee 
to impersonate, so to speak, the injured joint of the other 
end, whose weakness had been heralded in the enemy's 
camp, and, by his acting, deluded his adversaries into at- 
tacking his line at its strongest instead of its weakest point. 
A stratagem, not dissimilar, won eternal renown for the last 
of the Horatii some twenty-five hundred years before. But, 
against the deceitful end, it can now be argued that sport 
is not war, whether it seems like it or not; and that the 
kind of strategy he practised is as far outside the proper 
domain of football as would be the screech of a tennis- 
player calculated to distract his adversary at a critical 
moment. 

It is not alleged, but I believe it to be felt, by young men 
and boys, that when a member of a team breaks a rule or 
otherwise takes an unfair advantage in a game, he does so 
for the sake of his school or college and with no personal 
end in view, thus placing himself on a moral height infin- 
itely above that of a player who cheats for his own advan- 
tage. The fallacy involved seems to us too ludicrous to 
require comment; one must be a boy again to realize the 
intensity of the tradition that demands victory for the 
" honor ** of the school. 

In all the questioning regarding athletics, one thing must 
never be forgotten, and that is its great, its almost essential 
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importance in education. The progress of civilization means 
many good things, but it also means that luxuries are sink- 
ing into comforts and comforts into necessities. What Miss 
Reppher says is true: we are losing our nerve. It is a pro- 
cess more widespread, more insidious, than most of us like 
to believe, and the forces which battle against it are for the 
most part sporadic and desultory. Among boys to-day 
athletics is the only systematic training for the sterner life, 
the only organized "moral equivalent of war.** As every 
good schx)olmaster knows, there is no other substitute for 
the ancient austerities. No other artificial discipline is so 
efficient, no vent so wholesome, for the turbulent energies 
of youth. Athletics must be purified* for athletics must 
stay. The boy must still obey the expectation of his mates 
and play; he must not misinterpret the perilous conmiand, 
"Play to win.** 

We seem very far away from a generous rivalry of noble 
sport. Forgetting that the world is growing better, we Uke 
to hark back to the Gk>lden Age which never was, and recall 
some heroic incident which shows the possibilities that lie 
ahead. Years ago two college teams, intensest of rivals, 
were playing the decisive game of a baseball series. It was 
the end of the ninth. One team led by a single run, but the 
other, with two men out, had two men on bases. Then 
the batter knocked a Homeric fly to the remotest field. The 
two runners dashed home. Far to the right, close to the 
outer fence, a fielder, still famous in song and legend, flew 
toward the ball. Could he reach it? Not a groan broke the 
stillness. He is close to it! He is under it! Ye Gods of the 
Nine Innings, he *s got it! No! He *s down! His cleat has 
tripped him. Over and over again he rolls. Now he *s up, 
and there, clutched in his right hand, is the ball. 

Did he catch it? Did he hold it? No mortal umpire could 
ever tell. A roar of protest went up from the benches on 
tiie left. With all the dignity of the National League upon 
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him, the umpire waved to the rocking bleachers to be quiet* 
80 that his decision might be heard. But that decision was 
never given. Sullivan, captain of the team at the bat, — 
Sullivan, who was a mill-hand before he climbed the heights 
of Olympus, — understood the amateur spirit. Disregard- 
ing the umpire he ran toward the incoming fielder, and, in 
the agony of prolonged suspense, cried aloud, ** Honest to 
God, Chick, did you catch it? " 

And Chick, the hero, answered, ^'Honest to God, Sully, 
I did." 

And so the game was won in the days before coaching 
was made perfect. 
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BOBERT M. GAY 

I WAS tlunking to-day about Shaughnessy's parody of 
Macbeth. In those days — I am speaking of the days when 
we were in college — Shaughnessy was a lank figure, all 
arms and legs, with shaggy brows, black eyes, a hawk nose, 
and a rich baritone voice, with which he could say, — 

Is this a dagger which I see before me» 
The handle toward my hand? 

SO that the shivers ran down your back. Something about 
the bare white walls of the Tech building always set him 
seeing air-drawn daggers, usually just above the transom of 
Brainy 's room (Brainy tau^t English) ; and he would stand 
a moment with his loose-jointed body and long legs shaking 
and then shoot into the air with a howl like a coyote's — 

G>me» let me dutch thee! 

and so disappear down the hall in a series of leapings and 
swoopings that made the rest of us lean weakly against the 
wall. 

Charlotte Cushman once said that Macbeth is the great 
ancestor of all the Bowery ruffians — "a foolish word," 
but an excellent hint for parody, and one that Shaughnessy 
must have chanced upon. He went to classes seeing air- 
drawn daggers and clutching at them with the gesture of 
one catching flies; he pounced upon us hissing, — 

There's blood upon thy face! 

he scared the under-dassmen out of their wits by screaming 
at them, — 



The devil damn thee black, thou cream-faced loon! 
Where got'st thou that goose-look? 
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I have not decided yet whether or not Shawn, as we called 
him, was a genius; but I had no doubt then. There was a 
Uttle group of us» — HetheringtonandManganandWinck- 
elmann were the others, — each, doubtless, queer enough 
inhisownway. Because genius is of ten queer, it is the part 
of sanguine youth to think that queemess denotes genius; 
and I suppose that we were queer to the top of our bent. 
And before I go on I should add, as an explanation of our 
peculiarities, that we five formed the fag end of the Uberal 
course in a technical college. With our graduation, the lib- 
eral course would die — "peter out," as Brainy often 
expressed it, with a mournful shake of his head. As aeon- 
sequence, we went through college burdened with the con- 
viction that with us would disappear most of the sweetness 
and light of our alma mater, and we did our best to give our 
scientific contemporaries a vivid notion of what they were 
about to lose. Why they tolerated us at all is a puzzle, un- 
less they were buoyed up by the realization that we were 
soon to leave, and that with our going they could settle 
down soberly to the task of becoming respectable engineers. 
We on our part worked daily and hourly to vindicate the 
humanities by giving plays, staging debates, resuscitating 
the college magazine, electing freehand drawing, and talk- 
ing endlessly about Literature, Music, Art, and Society, 
with very large capital letters. We felt that we had a Mis- 
sion — the salvation of the Liberal Arts — and for four 
years we fought shoulder to shoulder on its behalf. So far 
as I can remember, all we accomplished was to make our- 
selves disagreeable; but we had great fun doing it. 

Shaughnessy, six feet two, of northern Lish, dark Irish, 
extraction, gaunt of face and loose of limb, was the ver- 
satile member of our circle. He could act, and play the 
'cello, and sing baritone, and draw in charcoal, all so well 
that he was despondent of ever choosing among his talents 
one which he could bear to cultivate at the expense of the 
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rest. I remember my admiring envy of him one day as we 
sat in the studio on the top floor mider old Professor Hertz, 
drawing from the plaster cast of afoot. It was a Greek foot 
that had never known a shoe»romid and beautiful. Shaugh- 
nessy's charcoal sketch grew as if by magic, in black lines, 
muscular, until old Hertzy, as we lovingly called him, ex- 
claimed with lifted hands, *^Mein Gott, dot foot could 
kick!" My sketch which before had seemed plump and soft 
and *' Grecian,'' suddenly came to look like a pincushion; 
although Old Hertzy, gentle always as a woman, sought 
to comfort me by declaring that there were plump and 
"skeeny" feet, and which one Uked best was a "madder of 
tasde.'' He did not see the point. The point was that I had 
merely drawn the model, while Shaughnessy, looking at the 
same plaster, had seen the straining, ground-spuming foot 
of Atalanta or Diana, and had drawn that. It was useless 
to argue with me. I knew. Shaughnessy had what I called 
genius. 

Hetherington had it, too; but his ran to Uterature. He 
could write you a poem, an essay, a story, or make you a 
speech, at a moment's notice. He could speak French like a 
Frenchman. He could lead all his classes, and yet never be 
detected studying. I was quite sure that he, too, was a 
genius, though his special abilities were more within my 
apprehension. 

And Winckelmann had it, perhaps more truly than either 
of the others. He was a German, thorough, bumingly sin- 
cere. His industry was terrifying. He was a glutton in his 
reading. At one time he read Carlyle throu^, — Sartor, 
Frederick, the Refoohdion, the Essays, — every word. It 
took him six months, but he did it. He read Sir Thomas 
Browne through, too, even to the Vvlgar Errors. And of 
course he smoked. All men who love Sir Thomas smoke, 
usually immoderately. He was philosophically inclined, 
and was ready at any time to argue you up hill and down 
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dale» all day and aU night, on any subject in metaphysics 
or morals you cared to propound. In college* I remember, 
his hobby was convictions. Just to get him to talk, I used 
to scoff at coi^victions as a source of action, declaring that 
all my best decisions were the fruit of chance or impulse. 
Such heresy was all that was needed to set him going; and 
many a night he talked " the low moon out of the sky " and 
** drununed up the dawn," amid clouds of smoke and thicker 
clouds of speculation. When he was in fettle, he was superb; 
his face was suffused, his eyes flashed, his hands beat the 
air, he shouted, he roared with laughter, he all but wept. 

We men are accustomed toderide the garruUty of women, 
yet I doubt if any woman under the sun could compete in 
loquacity with a pair or trio or quartette of young men en- 
gaged in the exchange of views on metaphysics, literature, 
or art. We two or three or four — for Mangan seldom 
joined us — spent ambrosial nights. There were no prob- 
lems too knotty, no reaches of hypothesis too vast, for us to 
attempt. Agreeing on nothing else, we agreed on a love of 
Shakespeare the aU-indusive, the metaphysician, artist, 
naturalist, poet; and chanted his praises, and listened to 
Shaughnessy read him and Winckelmann expound his 
thought and Hetherington analyze his stage-craft, many a 
time till second cock-crow — which is, as the bard himself 
tells us, three o'clock in the morning. 

Mangan, when he found time from his social engagements 
to appear, smoked his pipe. Mangan was so Irish that he 
lapsed into brogue on occasion, and wit dripped from his 
tongue. No one could puncture a metaphysical balloon 
more adroitly than he. It was his custom to turn the con- 
versation from eesthetical heights or depths to the growing 
of potatoes or the feeding of pigs. He was touched with so- 
cialism, and we all caught it from him a little. He talked 
but seldom, but when he did, there was no stopping him. 
We roUed in merriment and begged him to have done, even 
while we prayed that he would go on. 
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We were always discovering somebody in those days. 
We discovered Maeterlinck — or rather, Hetherington, 
who had spent a summer in Paris, introduced him to us. 
The Belgian had already written Ulntruse and Les AveuglsSy 
I think, and Les Sept Princesses and PelUas et Milisande — 
what names to set youth mad ! We all took to writing in the 
staccato sonmambulistic style; except Mangan, who never 
took to anything except pipe-smoking and socialism. He 
said he preferred Afo^AerCrooAd. I remember, too, how proud 
I was to discover Henley, and how we shouted, — 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed; 

and how we crooned, — 

The ways of Death are soothing and serene. 
And all the words of Death are grave and sweet. 

Even Mangan liked that. That was a time of life to remem- 
ber, when the mind was growing like com in hot weather. 
It is a pleasant thought that all over the land there are little 
bands of youths doing as we did. I get wind of one now and 
then — some boy with all the fire and foolishness, some girl 
with all the sensibility and sentimentality, by a chance look 
or word carries me back, as a whiff of lilacs or mignonette 
can transport us into our childhood. 

He is a poor man who never was foolish. It is appalling 
to think over what he has missed. I am glad that there was 
a time when I was omniscient; that there was a time when 
an opinion was attractive because it was radical, and the 
"miserable little virtue of prudence" was not a part of 
my moral code. I think it makes me more charitable to- 
ward youth. Whether it does or not, there can be no doubt 
that the surest corrective and sweetener of life is a vivid 
memory. 

We all wrote, simply wrote, as an outlet for exuberance. 
I have forgotten the lists of primary and secondary in- 
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stincts whidh we used to leom in psychology, but scribbling 
certainly ought to be among them. The more I talk inti- 
mately with boys and girls who have the conviction of 
genius, the more I am inclined to believe that every one of 
them has locked away somewhere, in his desk or his heart, 
a tragedy or an epic or a novel. To have that is normal to 
their age and temper. We had passed the tragedy-novel- 
epic stage, I think, and had taken to sonnets and ballads 
and short stories, the natural evolution. Sonnets to the 
moon, ballades on some refrain of fate or death, stories in 
the manner of Poe and Maupassant — these were our avo- 
cation at the moment; a little later to give way to Ibsen 
and Zola and realism, with the Russians as the ** discovery ** 
of the year. We went to the ends of the earth and of history 
for our subjects, and foimd our inspiration in ancient 
Egypt, India, Iceland, Cathay, the land of Prester John. 

It is a commonplace of the rhetorical textbooks that the 
student should "find his material in his own observation 
and experience " ; but that is often the last place in which he 
wishes to look for it. We teachers seek to impose on gener- 
ous youth the realism that only middle age reaUy likes. We 
are agitated if our students love Poe and Hoffmann and 
wish to write stories of mystery, horror, and sudden death. 
We hold up as models Wordsworth and Arnold and Hardy 
and Howells, whom no vigorous youth can tolerate. We do 
not see the significance of the fact that, of all the books read 
in preparatory school and college, the ones most loved are 
such as Romeo and Jvliel^ Macbeth, Faust, Les Miserahles, 
Tales of the Orotesque. We forget that every worthwhile boy 
has to go through his Queen Mab or Locksley Hall or ChUde 
Harold period — live it, I mean, as well as read the books. 
These are the books of youth and that move youth; books 
that it will read (or others like them) somewhere, somehow; 
morbid, of course, but recording a step in development 
without which life is a poor thing. 
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It is a glorious faculty of youth to detest things as they 
are and love things as they are not, the old, the unusual, 
the remote. Only to-day I said to an ingenuous sophomore 
who desired to write a story about the ancient Persians, 
**But, Miss So-and-so, do you know anything about the 
ancient Persians?" "Only what I have read," said she. 
And then dutifully I proceeded to point out the superior 
valuie of direct observation, personal experience, ending by 
holding up as possible material for fiction her friends, her 
neighbors, the local pohceman, the comer grocer. "If I 
have to write about comer grocers," said she, "I'd rather 
not write at all." 

It was a feminine answer, but rightly understood was 
sound enough. For her'the ancient Persians were probably 
more real than the comer grocer, and it may be that she had 
seen them more truly. 

Foolishness, radicalism, morbidity are marks of promising 
youth, the obvious signs of inward ferment. The melan- 
choly pose, the affectation of pessimism and cynicism, the 
sentimentality, the conviction of genius, that many of us 
deplore or deride in certain young people, may be as natural 
to their age and disposition as the sense of immortality of 
which Hazlitt writes so feelingly in one of his essays. We 
should rejoice to find them. They are among the indica- 
tions of spiritual growth. They are at any rate not to be 
looked for in the pragmatic, the commonplace, the inane. 

I often wonder what we should see if we could lift the 
parietal bones of our young people and take a peep at their 
thoughts, as the Devil on Two Sticks took off the roofs of 
the houses. If thoughts were visible, we might make some 
surprising discoveries. Once in a while the student, who 
usually talks about anything but his best thoughts, speaks 
out with startling distinctness. " What right has he to usurp 
the oflSce of Providence?" said an intelligent and indignant 
boy to me the other day, referring to a teacher. The teacher, 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 •'A PACK OF GUMPS'* 

feeling that said boy needed '" sitting on/' had> as is the way 
of conscientious teachers, promptly sat on him. " He said/' 
continued the student in a tide of words that would not be 
stemmed, ''that I think I'm a genius, but am not. How 
does he know? Stupider people than I have proved to be 
geniuses. If I think I'm one, what business is it of his? If I 
get any fun out of it, it's a harmless obsession. Is n't it 
better to have thought so and been mistaken, than never 
to have thought so at all? " 
I could only reply heartily, "By all means." 
I do not know who the teacher was, but his name is cer- 
tainly Legion. "A teacher," says Julius Hare, in Quessea at 
Truth, " is a kind of inteUectual mid-wife. Many of them 
too discharge their office after the fashion enjoined on the 
Hebrew midwives : if they have a son to bring into the world, 
they kill him; if a daughter, they let her live. Strength is 
checked; boldness is curbed; sharpness is blunted; quick- 
ness is clogged; height is curtailed and depressed; elasticity 
is damped and trodden down; early bloom is nipped; feeble- 
ness gives little trouble, and excites no fears; it is let alone." 
Not many of us are like that, I think, nowadays. Most 
of us are on the lookout for strength and sharpness and the 
rest of the category, down to early bloom. We are only fol- 
lowing the law of kind if it is our tendency to propagate 
teachers and scholars like ourselves. The amount of gen- 
ius, real or dubious, in any college must always be small. 
It is an interesting speculation, however, whether it might 
not be larger if we were not afraid of it. I have been much 
impressed by the difference of attitude to be discerned 
among teachers toward scientific industry, on the one hand, 
and creative originaUty, on the other. If a boy makes a 
hobby of scientific invention, we applaud; but are notori- 
ously suspicious of a hobby for creative invention. Here we 
hasten to mew up the would-be eagle. Why should there 
be more joy in academic circles over one student who wins^ 
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scholarship than over a dozen who write good stories? It re- 
quires some courage to advance the theory that the latter 
may show the higher qualities. In moments of aberration I 
have a vision of the day when a creditable novel or book of 
verses will be adjudged to represent as much brain-power 
as a doctor's thesis — But let us return to our subject. 

Hetherington and Winckelmann and the rest of our band 
perceived these things obscurely. We had a faculty of 
white-haired old men, ripe and mellow, who, as I look back 
at them, seem to have had unlimited charity for the foolish- 
ness of youth. I have a theory that old age is in better touch 
with youth than middle age. The grandsires and grandams 
of all time are evidence. Through a beautiful foresight of 
nature the old folk are living their young days over again in 
memory, and yet have lived long enough to see that if youth 
is full of joyance and age of care, the care is a matter of no 
great account while the joyance was the rich reward of life. 
The old men of the faculty seem to have worried very little 
about us, academically, dealing more in good advice than 
in hard lessons. I remember the anecdotes and reminis- 
cences in which they were wealthy and with which they 
pointed their advice, far better than their facts and theories. 

As I look back at them, — Ruf y and Hertzy and Brainy 
and Plymp and Kimby (these were their pet-names behind 
their backs), — one characteristic common to all comes to ' 
me strongly. They were all happy. They chirped and 
chuckled. Rufy loved to call us "a pack of gumps," and 
Brainy never tired of telling us that we were very young; 
yet I think that they enjoyed us almost as much as we did 
them. I have no impression that they lost any sleep over 
us, or ever conducted any extended investigations to find 
out whether or not we were studying. But they did suc- 
ceed in conveying to us the feehng that the acquisition of 
knowledge is a joy. The most important lesson they taught 
US was that a man might be a scholar and be old and yet be 
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happy — an impression we should never have gathered from 
our middle-aged teachers. 

We never heard the word efficiency in those days^ so far 
as I can remember, outside the physics laboratory. Would 
to heaven it had stayed there! It must not be supposed, 
however, that we did not work when we did work. As I look 
about me, I do not see many young men under our present 
efficient systems who seem to be working harder. Somehow 
we derived from the old men a thirst for knowledge, a rest- 
less cmriosity, a joyous knight-errantry in the quest for 
truth. Surely, that teaching which can induce students to 
pursue their researches voluntarily outside of the classroom 
is the very best kind of teaching. 

I get the impression to-day that most of the joy of coUege 
life is confined to the student body, and that that is often 
febrile. The faculties seem to me over-worked, over-serious, 
lacking in what I call pedagogic faith — faith that the stu- 
dent may be trusted to get some good out of leisure. I sup- 
pose that we shall have to blame, as usual, the Zeitgeist. 
Crowded curricula, multiform "student activities," and aU 
the full steam and weighted throttles of modem efficiency 
are pushing out of college life just the one element that 
should be characteristic of it — time; time for rumination, 
day-dreaming, thought. 

It occurs to me that rumination was Brainy's favorite 
word. "Rumination^ young gentlemen," he was wont to 
say, "means chewing the cud. Have you chewed the cud of 
thislesson, or have you simply bolted it?" He knew. It is 
only at this late day that I begin to discern a wise philoso- 
phy imderlying the leisurely methods of the old men. 
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Who can help wondering, concerning the modem multi- 
tude of books, where all these companions of his reading 
hours will be buried when they die; which will have monu- 
ments erected to them; which escape the envy of time and 
hve. It is pathetic to think of the number that must be for- 
gotten, after being removed from the good places to make 
room for their betters. 

Much the most pathetic thought about books, however, 
is that excellence will not save them. Their fates will be as 
whimsical as those of the humankind which produces them. 
Knaves find it as easy to get remembered as good men. 
It is not right living or learning or kind offices, simply and 
of themselves, but something else that gives immortality of 
fame. Be a book never so scholarly, it may die; be it never 
so witty, or never so full of good feeling or of an honest 
statement of truth, it may not live. . 

When once a book has become immortal, we think that 
we can see why it became so. It contained, we perceive, a 
casting of thought which could not but arrest and retain 
men's attention; it said some things once and for all because 
it gave them their best saying. Or else it spoke with a grace 
or with a fire of imagination, with a sweet cadence of phrase 
and a full harmony of tone, which have made it equally 
dear to all generations of those who love the free play of 
fanciful thought or the incomparable music of perfected 
human speech. Or perhaps it uttered with f uU candor and 
simplicity some universal sentiment; perchance pictured 
something in the tragedy or the comedy of man's life as it 
was never pictured before, and must on that account be 
read and read again as not to be superseded. There must be 
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fomething special, we judge, either in its f onn or in its sub- 
stance, to account for its unwonted fame and fortune. 

This upon first analysis, taldng one book at a time. A 
look deeper into the heart of the matter enables us to catch 
at least a {^Umpse of a sin^ and common source of immor- 
tality. The world is attracted by books as each man is at- 
tracted by his several friends. You recommend that capital 
fellow So-and-So to the acquaintance of others because of 
his discriminating and diverting powers of observation : the 
veiy tones and persons — it would seem the very selves — 
of every type of man live again in his mimicries and descrip- 
tions. He is the dramatist of your circle; you can never for* 
get him, nor can anyone else; his circle of acquaintances 
can never grow smaller. Could he live on and retain peren- 
nially that wonderful freshness and vivacity of his, he must 
become the most famous guest and favorite of the world. 
Who that has known a man quick and shrewd to see dis- 
passionately the inner history, the reason and the ends, of 
the combinations of society, and at the same time eloquent 
to tell of them, with a hold on the attention gained by a 
certain quaint force and sagacity resident in no other man, 
can find it difficult to understand why men still resort to 
Montesquieu? Possibly there are circles favored of the gods 
who have known some fellow of infinite store of miscellan- 
eous and curious learning, who has greatly diverted both 
himself and his friends by a way peculiar to himself of giv- 
ing it out upon any and all occasions, item by item, as if it 
were all homogeneous and of a piece, and by his odd skill in 
making unexpected application of it to out-of-the-way, im- 
promising subjects, as if there were in his view of things 
mental no such disintegrating element as incongruity. Such 
a circle would esteem it strange were Burton not beloved of 
the world. And so of those, if any there be, who have known 
men of simple, calm, transparent natures, untouched by 
storm or perplexity, whose talk was full of such serious, 
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placid reflection as seemed to mirror their own reverent 
hearts — talk often prosy, but oftener touchingly beauti- 
ful because of its nearness to nature and the solenm truth 
of life. There may be those» also, who have felt the thrill of 
personal contact with some stormy peasant nature full of 
strenuous, unsparing speech concerning men and affairs. 
These have known, have experienced, why a Wordsworth or 
a Carlyle must be read by all generations of those who love 
words of first-hand inspiration. In short, in every case of 
literary immortality there is present originative person- 
ality. Not origination simply — that may be mere inven- 
tion, which in literature has nothing inunortal about it ; but 
origination which takes its stamp and character from the 
originator, which is his substance given to the world, which 
is himself outspoken. 

Individuality does not consist in the use of the very per- 
sonal pronoim, /: it consists in self-expression, in tone, in 
method, in attitude, in point of view; it consists in saying 
things in such a way that you will yourself be recognized as 
a force, an influence, in saying them. Do we not at once 
know Lamb when he speaks? And even more formal Addi- 
son, does not his speech bewray and endear him to us? His 
personal charm is less distinct, much less fascinating, than 
that which goes with Lamb's thought, but a charm he has 
sufficient for immortality. In Steele the matter is more im- 
personal, more mortal. Some of Dr. Johnson's essays, you 
feel, might have been written by a dictionary. It is im- 
personal matter that is dead matter. Are you asked who fa- 
thered a certain brilliant, poignant bit of political analysis? 
You say, why, only Bagehot could have written that. Does 
a wittily turned verse make you hesitate between laughter 
at its hit and grave thought because of its deeper, its covert 
meaning? Do you not know that only Lowell could do that? 
Do you catch a strain of pure Elizabethan music and doubt 
whether to attribute it to Shakespeare or to another? Do 
you not know the authors who still live? ^ i 
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Nowy the noteworthy thing about such individuality is 
that it will not develop under every star^ or in one place as 
well as in another; there is an atmosphere which kills it» and 
there is an atmosphere which fosters it. The atmosphere 
which kills it is the atmosphere of sophistication^ where 
cleverness and fashion and knowingness thrive: cleverness, 
which is froth, not strong drink; fashion, which is a thing 
assumed, not a thing of nature; and knowingness, which 
isnau^t. 

Of course there are bom, now and again, as tokens of 
some rare mood of Nature, men of so intense and individual 
a cast that circumstance and surroundings affect them Uttle 
more than friction affects an express train. They command 
their own development without even the consciousness that 
to command costs strength. These cannot be sophisticated; 
for sophistication is subordination to the ways of your 
world. But these are the very greatest and the very rarest; 
and it is not the greatest and the rarest alone who shape the 
world and its thought. That is done also by the great and 
the merely extraordinary. There is a rank and file in litera- 
ture, even in the literature of inunortality, and these must 
go much to school to the people about them. 

It is by the number and charm of the individualities 
which it contains that the literature of any coxmtry gains 
distinction. .We turn anywhither to know men. The best 
way to foster literature, if it may be fostered, is to cultivate 
the author himself — a plant of such delicate and precari- 
ous growth that special soils are needed to produce him in 
his full perfection. The conditions which foster individual- 
ity are those which foster simpHcity, thought and action 
from self out, naturalness, spontaneity. What are these 
conditions? 

In the first place, a certain helpful ignorance. It is best 
for the author to be bom away from literary centres, or to 
be excluded from their ruling set if he be bom in them. Itis 
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best that he start out with his thinkings not knowing how 
much has been thought and said about everything. A cer- 
tain amount of ignorance will insure his sincerity, will in- 
crease his boldness and shelter his genuineness, which is his 
hope of power. Not ignorance of life, but life may be learned 
in any neighborhood; not ignorance of the greater laws 
which govern human affairs, but they may be learned with- 
out a library of historians and commentators, by imagina- 
tive sense, by seeing better than by reading; not ignorance 
of the injQnitudes of human circumstance, but knowledge of 
these may come to a man without the intervention of uni- 
versities; not ignorance of one's self and of one's neighbor, 
but innocence of the sophistications of learning, its research 
without love, its knowledge without inspiration, its method 
without grace; freedom from its shame at trying to know 
many things as well as from its pride of trying to know but 
one thing; ignorance of that faith in small conf oimding facts 
which is contempt for large reassuring principles. 

Omr present problem is not how to clarify our reasonings 
and perfect our analyses, but how to re^'nrich and reener- 
gize our literature. It is suffering, not from ignorance, but 
from sophistication and self-consciousness. Ratiocination 
does not keep us pure, render us earnest, or make us indi- 
vidual and specific forces in the world. Those inestimable 
results are accomplished by whatever implants principle 
and conviction, whatever quickens with inspiration, fills 
with purpose and courage, gives outlook, and makes char- 
acter. Reasoned thinking does indeed clear the mind's at- 
mospheres and lay open to its view fields of action; but it is 
loving and believing, sometimes hating and distrusting, of- 
ten prejudice and passion, always the many things called 
the one thing, character, which create and shape the acting. 
Life quite overtowers logic. Thinking and erudition alone 
will not equip for the great tasks and triumphs of life and 
literature, the persuading of other men's purposes, the en- 
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trance into other men's minds to possess them forever. Cul- 
ture broadens and sweetens literature, but native sentiment 
and unmarred individuality create it. Not all of mental 
power lies in the processes of thinking. There is power also 
in passion, in personality, in simple, native, uncritical con- 
viction, in unschooled feeling. The power of science, of sys- 
tem, is executive, not stimulative. I do not find that I de- 
rive inspiration, but only information, from the learned 
historians and analysts of Uberty ; but from the sonneteers, 
the poets, who speak its spirit and its exalted purpose, — 
who, recking nothing of the historical method, obey only 
the high methods of their own hearts, — what may a man 
not gain of courage and confidence in the right ways of 
politics? 

It is your direct, unhesitating, intent, headlong man, who 
has sources in the mountains, who digs deep channels for 
himself in the soil of his times and expands into the mighty 
river, who becomes a landmark forever; and not your 
"broad" man, sprung from the schools, who spreads his 
shallow, extended waters over the wide surfaces of learning, 
to leave rich deposits, it may be, for other men's crops to 
grow in, but to be himself dried up by a few score summer 
noons. The man thrown early upon his own resources, and 
already become a conqueror of success before being thrown 
with the literary talkers; the man grown to giant's stature 
in some rural library, and become exercised there in a giant's 
prerogatives before ever he has been laughingly told, to his 
heart's confusion, of scores of other giants dead and forgot- 
ten long ago; the man grounded in hope and settled in con- 
viction ere he has discovered how many hopes time has 
seen buried, how many convictions cruelly given the he 
direct by fate; the man who has carried his youth into mid- 
dle age before going into the chiU atmosphere of blcLsS senti- 
ment; the quiet, stem man who has cultivated Uterature on 
a little oatmeal before thrusting himself upon the great 
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world as a prophet and seer; the man who pronounces new 
eloquence in the rich dialect in which he was bred; the man 
come up to the capital from the provinces — these are the 
men who people the world's mind with new creations, and 
give to the sophisticated learned of the next generation 
new names to conjure with. 

If you have a candid and well-informed friend among city 
lawyers, ask him where the best masters of his profession 
are bred — in the city or in the country. He will reply 
without hesitation, " In the country." You will hardly need 
to have him state the reason. The coimtry lawyer has been 
obUged to study all parts of the law alike, and he has known 
no reason why he should not do so. He has not had the 
chance to make himself a speciaUst in any one branch of the 
law, as is the fashion among city practitioners, and he has 
not coveted the opportunity to do it. There would not have 
been enough special cases to occupy or remimerate him if he 
had coveted it. He has dared attempt the task of knowing 
the whole law, and yet without any sense of daring, but as 
a matter of course. In his own little town, in the midst of his 
own small library of authorities, it has not seemed to him 
an impossible task to explore all the topics that engage his 
profession ; the guiding principles, at any rate, of aU branches 
of the great subject were open to him in a few books. And 
so it often happens that when he has found his sea legs on 
the sequestered inlets at home, and ventures, as he some- 
times will, upon the great, troublous, and much-frequented 
waters of city practice in search of more work and larger 
fees, the coimtry lawyer will once and again confound his 
city-bred brethren by discovering to them the fact that the 
law is a many-sided thing of principles, and not altogether 
a one-sided thing of technical rule and arbitrary precedent. 

It would seem to be necessary that the author who is to 
stand as a distinct and imperative individual among the 
company of those who express the world's thought should 
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come to a hard crystallization before subjecting himself to 
the tense strain of cities, the dissolvent acids of critical 
circles. The ability to see for one's self is attainable, not by 
mixing with crowds and ascertaining how they look at 
things, but by a certain aloofness and self-containment. 
The solitariness of some genius is not accidental; it is char- 
acteristic and essential. To the constructive imagination 
there are some immortal feats which are possible only in se- 
clusion. The man must heed first and most of all the sug- 
gestions of his own spirit; and the world can be seen from 
windows overlooking the street better than from the street 
itself. 

Literature grows rich, various,full-voiced,largely through 
the repeated rediscovery of truth, by thinking re-thought, 
by stories re-told, by songs re-sung. The song of human ex- 
perience grows richer and richer in its harmonies, and must 
grow until the full accord and melody are come. If too soon 
subjected to the tense strain of the city, a man cannot ex- 
pand; he is beaten out of his natural shape by the incessant 
impact and press of men and affairs. It will often turn out 
that the unsophisticated man will display not only more 
force, but more Uterary skill even, than the trained littera- 
teur. For one thing, he will probably have enjoyed a fresher 
contact with old literature. He reads not for the sake of a 
critical acquaintance with this or that author, with no 
thought of going through all his writings and ** working him 
up," but as he would ride a spirited horse, for love of the 
life and motion of it. 

A general impression seems to have gained currency that 
the last of the bullying, omniscient critics was buried in the 
grave of Francis Jeffrey, and it is becoming important to 
correct the misapprehension. There never was a time when 
there was more superior knowledge, more specialist omnis- 
cience, among reviewers than there is to-day ; not pretended 
superior knowledge, but real. Jeffrey's was very real of its 
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kind. For those who write books, one of the special, inesti- 
mable advantages of lacking a too intimate knowledge of 
the ^* world of letters" consists in not knowing all that is 
known by those who review books, in ignorance of the 
fashions among those who construct canons of taste. The 
modem critic is a leader of fashion. He carries with him the 
air of literary worldliness. K your book be a novel, your 
reviewer will know all previous plots, all former, all pos- 
sible motives and situations. You cannot write anything 
absolutely new for him, and why should you desire to do 
again what has been done already? If it be a poem, the re- 
viewer's head already rings with the whole gamut of the 
world's metrical music; he can recognize any simile, recall 
all turns of phrase, match every sentiment; why seek to 
please him anew with old things? If it concern itself with 
the philosophy of politics, he can and will set himself to test 
it by the whole history of its kind from Plato down to Henry 
George. How can it but spoil your sincerity to know that 
your critic will know everything? Will you not be tempted 
of the devil to anticipate his judgment or his pretensions 
by pretending to know as much as he? 

The Uterature of creation naturally falls into two kinds: 
that which interprets nature or phenomenal man, and that 
which interprets self. Both of these may have the flavor of 
immortality, but the former not unless it be free from self- 
consciousness, and the latter not unless it be naive. No 
man, therefore, can cieate after the best manner in either 
of these kinds who is an habituS of the circles made so de- 
lightful by those interesting men, the modem literati, so- 
phisticated in all the fashions, ready in all the catches of the 
knowing literary world which centres in the dty and the 
university. He cannot always be simple and straightfor- 
ward. He cannot be always and without pretension him- 
self, bound by no other man's canons of taste in saying or 
conduct. In the judgment of such circles there is but one 
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thing for you to do if you would gain distinction : you must 
"beat the record"; you must do certain definite literary 
feats better than they have yet been done. You are pitted 
against the literary "field." You are hastened into the 
paralysis of comparing yourself with others, and thus away 
from the health of unhesitating self-expression and direct- 
ness of first-hand vision. 

It would be not a little profitable if we could make cor- 
rect analysis of the proper relations of learning — learning 
of the critical, accurate sort — to origination, of learning's 
place in literature. Although learning is never the real par- 
ent of Uterature, but only sometimes its foster-father, and 
although the native promptings of soul and sense are its 
best and freshest sources, there is always the danger that 
learning will claim, in every court of taste which pretends 
to jurisdiction, exclusive and preeminent rights as the 
guardian and preceptor of authors. An effort is constantly 
being made to create and maintain standards of literary 
worldliness, if I may coin such a phrase. The thorough man 
of the world affects to despise natural feeling; does, at any 
rate, actually despise all displays of it. He has an eye always 
on his world's best manners, whether native or imported, 
and is at continual pains to be master of the conventions of 
society; he will mortify the natural man a^ much as need be 
in order to be in good form. What learned criticism essays 
to do is to create a similar literary worldliness, to establish 
fashions and conventions in letters. 

I have an odd friend in one of the northern counties of 
Georgia — a county set off by itself among the mountains, 
but early found out by refined people in search of summer 
refuge from the unhealthy air of the southern coast region. 
He belongs to an excellent family of no little culture, but he 
was surprised in the midst of his early schooling by the com- 
ing on of the war; and education given pause in such wise 
seldom begins again in the schools. He was left, therefore. 
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to ^* finish *' his mind as best he might in the companionship 
of the books in his uncle's library. These books were of the 
old sober sort: histories, volumes of travels, treatises on 
laws and constitutions, theologies, philosophies more fanci- 
ful than the romances encased in neighbor volumes on an- 
other shelf. But they were books which were used to being 
taken down and read; they had been daily companions to 
the rest of the family, and they became familiar companions 
to my friend's boyhood. He went to them day after day, 
because theirs was the only society offered him in the lonely 
days when uncle and brothers were at the war, and the 
women were busy about the tasks of the home. How liter- 
ally did he make those delightful old volumes his familiars, 
his cronies! He never dreamed the while, however, that he 
was becoming learned; it never seemed to occur to him that 
everybody else did not read just as he did, in just such a li- 
brary. He found out afterwards, oi course, that he had kept 
much more of such company than had the men with whom 
he loved to chat at the post office or around the fire in the 
chief village shops, the habitual resorts of all who were so- 
cially inclined; but he attributed that to lack of time on 
their part, or to accident, and has gone on thinking until 
now that all the books that come within his reach are the 
natural intimates of man. And so you will hear him, in his 
daily familiar talk with his neighbors, draw upon his singu- 
lar stores of wise, quaint learning with the quiet colloquial 
assurance^ ''They tell me," as if books contained current 
rumor, and quote the poets with the easy unaffectedness 
with which others cite a conmion maxim of the street! He 
has been heard to refer to Dr. Arnold of Rugby as ''that 
school-teacher over there in England.'* 

Surely one may treasure the image of this simple, gen- 
uine man of learning as the image of a sort of masterpiece 
of Nature in her own type of erudition, a perfect sample of 
the kind of learning that might beget the very highest sort 
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of literature; the literature, namely, of authentic individu- 
ality. It is only under one of two conditions that learning 
will not dull the edge of individuality: first, if one never 
suspect that it is creditable and a matter of pride to be 
learned, and so never become learned for the sake of be- 
coming so; or, second, if it never suggest to one that inves- 
tigation is better than reflection. Learned investigation 
leads to many good things, but one of these is not great lit- 
erature, because learned investigation conmiands, as the 
first condition of its success, the repression of individuality. 

His mind is a great comfort to every man who has one; 
but a heart is not often to be so conveniently possessed. 
Hearts frequently give trouble; they are straightforward 
and impulsive, and can seldom be induced to be prudent. 
They must be schooled before they will become insensible; 
they must be coached before they can be made to care first 
and most for themselves : and in all cases the mind must be 
their schoolmaster and coach. They are irregular forces; 
but the mind may be trained to observe all points of cir- 
cumstance and all motives of occasion. 

No doubt it is considerations of this nature that must be 
taken to explain the fact that our universities are erected 
entirely for the service of the tractable mind, while the 
heart's only educatio^ must be gotten from association with 
its neighbor heart, and in the ordinary courses of the world. 
Life is its only university. Mind is monarch, whose laws 
claim supremacy in those lands which boast the movements 
of civilization, and he must command all the instrumentali- 
ties of education. At least, such is the theory of the consti- 
tution of the modem world. It is to be suspected that, as a 
matter of fact, mind is one of those modem monarchs who 
reign, but do not govern. That old House of Commons, 
that popular chamber in which the passions, the prejudices, 
the inborn, unthinking affections long ago repudiated by 
mind, have their full representation, controls much the 
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greater part of the actual conduct of affairs. To come out 
of the figure, reasoned thought is, though perhaps the pre- 
siding, not yet the regnant force in the world. In life and in 
literature it is subordinate. The future may belong to it; 
but the present and past do not. Faith and virtue do not 
wear its livery; friendship, loyalty, patriotism, do not de- 
rive their motives from it. It does not furnish the material 
for those masses of habit, of unquestioned tradition, and of 
treasured belief which are the ballast of every steady ship of 
state, enabling it to spread its sails safely to the breezes of 
progress, and even to stand before the storms of revolution. 
And this is a fact which has its reflection in literature. 
There is a literature of reasoned thought; but by far the 
greater part of those writings which we reckon worthy of 
that great name is the product, not of reasoned thought, 
but of the imagination and of the spiritual vision of those 
who see — writings winged, not with knowledge, but with 
sympathy, with sentiment, with heartiness. Even the lit- 
erature of reasoned thought gets its life, not from its logic, 
but from the spirit, the insight, and the inspiration which 
are the vehicle of its logic. Thought presides, but senti- 
ment has the executive powers; the motive functions be- 
long to feeling. 

"Many people give many theories of literary composi- 
tion,'' says the most natural and stimulating of English 
critics, "and Dr. Blair, whom we will read, is sometimes 
said to have exhausted the subject; but, unlesshe has proved 
the contrary, we believe that the knack in style is to write 
like a human being. Some think they must be wise, some 
elaborate, some concise; Tacitus wrote Uke a pair of stays; 
some startle us, as Thomas Carlyle, or a comet, iascribing 
with his tail. But legibility is given to those who neglect 
these notions, and are willing to be themselves, to writetheir 
own thoughts in their own words, in the simplest words, in 
the words wherein they were thought, . . . Books are for 
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▼ariouB pnrpoaes, — tracts to teach, almanacs to sell, 
poetry to make pastry; but this is the rarest sort of a book, 
— abooktoread. AsDr. Johiis(msaid,'^yagoodbookis 
one you can hold in your hand, and take to the fire.' Now 
there are extremely few books which can, with any propri- 
ety, be so treated. When a great author, as Grole or Gib- 
bon, has devoted a whole life of horridmdustry to the com- 
position of a large history, one feels one ought not to touch 
it with a mere hand, — it is not respectful. The idea of slav* 
eryhoversoverthe Decline and Fall. Fanc^ a stiffly dressed 
gentleman, in a stiff chair, slowly writing that stiff com- 
pilation in a stiff hand; it is enough to stiffen you for life,'' 
After all, the central and important point is the preserva- 
tion of a sincere, unaffected individuality. 

It is devoutly to be wished that we might learn to pre- 
pare the best soils for mind, the best associations and com- 
' panionships, the least possible sophistication. We are busy 
enough nowadays finding out the best ways of fertilizing 
and stimulating mind; but that is not quite the same thing 
as discovering the best soils for it, and the best atmospheres. 
Our culture is, by erroneous preference, of the reasoning 
faculty, as if that were all of us. Is it not the instinctive dis- 
content of readers seeking stimulating contact with authors 
that has given ns the present almost passionately spoken 
dissent from the standards set themselves by the realists in 
fiction, dissatisfaction with mere recording of observation? 
And is not realism working out upon itself the revenge its 
enemies would fain compass? Must not all April Hopes 
exclude from their number the hope of inunortality ? 

The rule for every man is, not to depend on the education 
which other men prepare for him — not even to consent 
to it; but to strive to see things as they are, and to be him- 
self as he is. Defeat lies in self-surrender. 
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HIGH ADVENTURE 

JAMES NORMAN HALL 

I AM writing a journal of high adventure in which all the 
resources in skill and cleverness of one set of inen are pitted 
against those of another set* We have no bomb-dropping to 
do, and there are but few women and children living in the 
territory over which we fly. One hundred hoiu-s is not a 
great while as time is measured on the ground; but in terms 
of combat-patrols, the one hundredth part of it has held 
more of adventure, in the true meaning of the word, than 
we have had during the whole of our lives previously. 

At first we were far too busy learning the rudiments of 
combat to keep an accurate record of flying time. We 
thought our aeroplane clocks convenient pieces of equip- 
ment rather than necessary ones. I remember coming down 
from my first air-battle, and the breathless account I gave 
of it at the bureau — breathless and vague. Lieutenant 
Talbott listened quietly, making out the compte rendu as I 
talked. When I had finished, he emphasized the haziness of 
my answers to his questions by quoting them. ** Region: 
* You know, that big wood.* Time: *Thismoming, of course.* 
Rounds fired: * Oh, a lot ! ' " and so forth. Not until we had 
been flying for a month or more did we learn the right use 
of our clocks and of our eyes while in the air. We listened 
with amazement to after-patrol talk at the mess. We 
learned more of what adtually happened on our sorties, 
after they were over, than while they were in progress. 

All of the older pilots missed seeing nothing that there 
was to see. They reported the numbers of the enemy planes 
encountered, thetypes, where seen, and when. They spotted 
batteries, trains in stations back of the enemy lines, gave 
the hour precisely, reported any activity on the roads. In 
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moments of exasperation Drew would say, ''I think they 
are stringing us! This is all a put-up job!" Certainly, this 
did appear to be the case at first. For we were air-blind. 
We saw little of the activity all around us, and details on the 
ground had no significance. How were we to take thought 
of time and place and altitude, note the peculiarities of 
enemy machines, count their numbers, and store all this 
information away in memory, at the moment of combat? 
This was a great problem. 

" What I need," J. B. used to say, " is a traveling private 
secretary. I 'U do the fighting and he can keep the diary." 

I needed one, too, a man air-wise and battle-wise, who 
could calmly take note of my dock, altimeter, temperature, 
and pressure-dials, identify exactly the locality on my map, 
count the ntunbers of the enemy, estimate their approxi- 
mate altitude — and all this when the air was criss-crossed 
with streamers of smoke from machine-gun tracer bullets, 
and opposing aircraft were manoeuvring for position, diving 
and firing at each other, spiraling, nose-spinning, wing- 
slipping, climbing, in a confusing intermingling of tricolor 
cocardes and black crosses. 

We made gradual progress, the result being that our 
patrols became a hundredfold more fascinating — some- 
times, in fact, too much so. It was important that we should 
be able to read the ground, but more important still to re- 
member that what was happening there was of only second- 
ary concern to us. Often we became absorbed in watching 
what was taking place below us, to the exclusion of any 
thought of aerial activity, of our chances for attack or of 
bein^ attacked. 

The view from the air of a heavy bombardment, or of an 
infantry attack under cover of barrage fires, is a truly ter- 
rible spectacle, and in the air one has a feeling of detach- 
ment which is not easily overcome. But it must be over- 
come, as I have already said, and as I cannot say too many 
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times for the benefit of anyyoung airman who may read this 
jomnal. During an offensive the air swarms with planes. 
They are at all altitudes, from the lowest artillery reglage 
machines at a few hundreds of metres, to the highest avions 
efecAo^^a at 6000 metres and above. /fe^Io^^, photographic, 
and reconnaissance planes have their special work to do. 
They defend themselves as best they can, but they almost 
never attack. Combat avions, on the other hand, are al- 
ways looking for victims. They are the ones that are chiefly 
dangerous to the unwary pursuit pilot. 

An airman's joy in victory is a short-lived one. Neverthe- 
less, a curious change takes place in his attitude toward his 
work, as the months pass. I can best describe it in terms of 
Drew's experience and my own. We came to the front feel- 
ing deeply sorry for ourselves and for all airmen of what- 
ever nationality, whose lives were to be snuffed out in their 
promising beginnings. I used to play ''The Minstrel Boy 
to the War Has Gone'* on a tin flute, and Drew wrote 
poetry. While we were waiting for our flrst machines, he 
composed ''The Airman's Rendezvous,'* written in the 
manner of Alan Seeger's poem. 

And I in the wide fields of air 

Must keep with him my rendesvoiu. 

It may be I Bhall meet him there 

When clouds* like eheep» move sloidy through 

The pathless meadows of the sky 

And their oool shadows go beneath. 

I have a rendezvous with Death 

Some summer noon of white and Uue. 

There is more of it, in the same manner, all of which he 
read me in a husky voice. 

I, too, was ready to weep at our untimely fate. The 
strange thing is that his prophecy came so very near being 
true. He had the first draft of the poem in his breast-pocket 
when he was wounded, and has kept the gory relic to remind 
him — not that he needs reminding — of the airy manner in 
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which he canceled what ought to have been a bonorfide 
appointment. 

I do not mean to reflect in any way upon Alan Seeger's 
beautiful poem. Who can doubt that it is a sincere, as well 
as a perfect, expression of a mood common to all young sol- 
diers? Drew was just as sincere in writing his verses, and I 
put all the feeling I could into my tin- whistle interpretation 
of The Minstrel Boy.'^ What I want to make clear is, that 
a soldier's moods of self-pity are fleeting ones, and if he 
lives he outgrows them. 

Imagination is an especial curse to an airman, particu- 
larly if it takes a gloomy or morbid turn. We used to write 
"'To Whom It May Concern'* letters before going out on 
patrol, in which we left directions for the notification of our 
relatives and the disposal of our personal effects, in case of 
death. Then we would dimb into our machines, thinking, 
"'This may be our last sortie. We may be dead in an hour, 
in half an hour, in twenty minutes.'' We planned splen- 
didly spectacular ways in which we were to be brought 
down, always omitting one, however, the most horrible as 
well as the most common — in flames. 

Thank fortune we have outgrown this second and be- 
lated period of adolescence, and can now take a healthy in- 
terest in our work! 

Now, an inevitable part of the daily routine is to be 
shelled — persistently, methodically, and, often, accurately 
shelled. Our interest in this may, I suppose, be called 
healthy, inasmuch as it would be decidedly unhealthy to be- 
come indiflterent totheactivitiesof the German anti-aircraft 
gunners. It would be far-fetched to say that any airman 
ever looks forward zestfully to the business of being shot at 
with one-hundred-and-fives; and seventy-fives, if they are 
well placed, are unpleasant enough. After one hundred hours 
of it, we have learned to assume that attitude of contemp- 
tuous toleration which is the manner common to all piloUa 
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iechasse. We knowthatthe chancesof a direct hit are almost 
negligible, and that we have all the blue dome of the heav- 
ens in which to manoeuvre. Furthermore, we have learned 
many Uttle tricks by means of which we keep the gunners 
guessing. 

By way of illustration, we are patrolling, let us say, at 
8500 metres, crossing and recrossing the lines, following the 
patrol leader, who has his motor throttled down so that we 
may keep well in formation. The guns may be silent for the 
moment, but we know well enough what the gunners are 
doing. We know exactly where some of the batteries are, 
and the approximate location of all of them along the sec* 
tor; and we know, from earUer experience, when we come 
within range of each individual battery. Presently one of 
them begins firing in bursts of four shells. If their first esti- 
mate of our range has been an accurate one; if they place 
them uncomfortably dose, so that we can hear, all too well, 
above the roar of our motors the rending gr-T-Tow, gr-r-row 
of the shells, as they explode, we sail on calmly, — to all 
outward appearance, — manoeuvring very Uttle. The gun- 
ners, seeing that we are not disturbed, will alter their ranges, 
four times out of five, which is exactly what we want them 
to do. The next bursts will be far distant, hundreds of 
metres below or above us; whereupon we show signs ol 
great uneasiness, and the gunners, thinking that they have 
our altitude, begin to fire like demons. We employ our well- 
earned immunity in preparing for the next series of bat- 
teries, or in thinking of the cost to Germany, at one hun- 
dred francs a shot, of all this futile shelling. 

Drew, in particular, loves this cost*accounting business, 
and I must admit that much pleasure may be had in it, 
afterpatrol. They rarely fire less than fifty shells at us dur- 
ing a two-hour patrol. Making a low general average, the 
number is nearer one hundred and fifty. On our present 
front* where aerial activity is fairly brisk and the sector a 
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large one» three or four hundred shells are wasted upon us • 
often before we have been out an hour. 

It will be long before this chapter of my journal is in print. 
Having given no indication of the date of writing, I may 
say without indiscretion that we are again on the Cham- 
pagne front. We have a wholesome respect for one battery 
here, a respect that it has justly earned by shooting which is 
really remarkable. Wetalkof this battery, which is east of 
Rheims and not far distant from Nogent TAbbesse, and 
take professional pride in keeping its gunners in ignorance 
of their fine marksmanship. We signal them their bad shots 
— which are better than the good ones of most of the bat- 
teries on the sector — by doing stunts: a barrel turn, a loop» 
or two or three turns of a vriUe. As for their good ones, 
they are often so good that we are forced into acrobacy of 
a wholly individual kind. Our avions have received many 
scars from their shells. Between 4500 and 5000 metres, 
their bursts have been so close under us that we have been 
lifted by the concussions and set down violently again at 
the bottom of the vacuum; and this on a dear day, when a 
chasse-machine is almost invisible at that height, and de- 
spite its speed of 200 kilometres an hour. On a gray day, 
when we are flying between ^00 and SOOO metres beneath 
a film of cloud, they repay the honor we do them by our 
acrobatic turns. They bracket us, put barrages between us 
and our own lines, and give us more trouble than all the 
other batteries on the sector combined. 

For this reason it is all the more humiliating to be forced 
to land with motor-trouble, at the precise moment when 
theyare paying off some old scores. This happened to Drew 
while I was writing up my journal. Coming out of a ton- 
neau in answer to three coups from the battery, his propel- 
ler stopped dead. By planing flatly (the wind was dead 
ahead, and the area back of the first lines there is a wide one 
crossed by many intersecting lines of trenches) he got well 
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over them, and chose a field as level as a billiard-table for 
landing-ground. In the very centre of it, however, there 
was one post, a small worm-eaten thing, of the color of the 
dead grass around it. He hit it just as he was setting his 
Spad on the ground, — the only post in a field acres wide, 
— and it tore a piece of fabric from one of his lower wings. 
No doubt the crack battery has been given credit for dis- 
abling an enemy plane. The honor, such as it is, belongs 
to our aerial godfather, among whose lesser vices may be 
added that of practical joking. 

The remnants of the post were immediately confiscated 
for firewood by some poilus, living in a dugout near by. 

n 

''mAIS GUI, MON VIEUX!" 

The " grand and glorious feeling " is one of the finest com- 
pensations for this uncertain life in the air. One has it every 
time he turns from the lines toward — home! It comes in 
richer glow, if hazardous work has been done, after moments 
of strain, uncertainty, when the result of a combat sways 
back andforth; and it gushes up like a fountain, when, after 
making a forced landing in what appears to be enemy terri- 
tory, you find yourself among friends. 

Late this afternoon we started, four of us, with Davis as 
leader, to make the usual two-hour sortie over the lines. 
No Germans were sighted, and after an uneventful half 
hour, Davis, who is always springingthese surprises, decided 
to stalk them in their lairs. The clouds were at the right 
altitude for this, and there were gaps in them over which we 
could hover, examining roadjs, railroads, villages, canton- 
ments. Th^ danger of attack was negligible. We could 
easily escape any large hostile patrol by dodging into the 
clouds. But the wind was unfavorable for such a recon- 
naissance. It was blowing into Germany. We would have 
it dead against us on the journey home. 
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We playedabout for batf an hour» blown by astrong wind 
farther into Germany than we knew. We walked down 
the main street of a village* where we saw a large crowd of 
German soldiers, and sprayed bullets among them; then 
dimbed into the clouds before a shot could be fired at us. 
Later, we nearly attacked a hospital, mistaking it for an 
aviationfield. It was housed in 6e»«mnMii hangars, and had 
none of the marks of a hospital, excepting a large red cross 
in the middle of the field. Fortunately we saw this before 
any of us had fired, and passed on over it at a low altitude, 
to attack a train. 

There is a good deal of excitement in an expedition of 
this kind, and soldiers themselves say that surprise sorties 
from the air have a demoraliadng effect upon troops. But 
as sport, there is little to be said for it. It is too unfair. 
For this reason among others I was glad when Davis turned 
homeward. 

WhOe coming back I climbed to 5000 metres, far above 
the others, and lagged a long way behind them. Thiswasa 
direct violation of patrol-discipline, and the result was that, 
while cruising leisurely along, with motor throttled down, 
watching the swift changes of light over a wide expanse of 
cloud, I lost sight of the group. Then came the inevitable 
feeling of loneliness, and the swift realization that it was 
growing late, and that I was still far within enemy coimtry . 

I held a southerly course, estimating, as I flew, the veloc- 
ity of the wind whichhad carried us into Germany,and judg- 
ing from this estimate the length of time I should need to 
reach our lines. When satisfied that I had gone far enough, 
I started down. Below the clouds it was almost night, so 
dark that I could not be sure of my location. In the dis- 
tance, I saw a large building brilliantly lighted. This was 
evidence enough that I was a good way from the lines. Un- 
shielded windows were never to be seen near the front. I 
spiraled slowly down over this building, examining as well 
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as I oould the ground behind it, and dedded to risk a land- 
ing. A blind chance and blind luck attended it. In broad 
day» Drew hit the only post in a field 500 metres wide. At 
night» a very dark night, I missed colliding with an enot" 
mous factory chimney (a matter of inches), glided over a 
line of telegraph wires, passed at a height of a few metres 
over a field littered with huge piles of sugar-beets, and set- 
tled, comme tin«^eur» in a little cleared space which I could 
never have judged accurately, had I Imown what I was 
doing. 

Shadowy figures came running toward me. Forgetting, 
in the joy of so fortunate a landing, my anxiety of a moment 
before, I shouted out, ** Bon soir, messieurs ! " Then I heard 
someone say, '"Ich glaube — " and lost the rest of it in the 
sound of tramping feet and an undercurrent of low, gut- 
tural murmurs. In a moment my Spad was surrounded by 
a widening circle of round hats — German infantrymen's 
hats. 

Here was the ignoble end to my career as an lurman! I 
was a prisoner, a prisoner because of my own folly, because 
I had dallied along like a silly girl, to ''look at the pretty 
clouds." I saw in front of me a long captivity embittered 
by this thought. 

Not only this, but my Spad was intact. The German 
authorities would examine it, use it. Some German pilot 
might fly with it over the lines, and attack other French 
machines with my gun, my ammunition! 

Not if I could help it! They stood there, those soldiers, 
gaping, muttering among themselves, waiting, I thought, 
for an officer to tell them what to do. I took off my leather 
gloves, then £iy silk ones under them, and these I washed 
about in the oil under my feet. Then, as quietly as possible, 
I reached for my box of matches. 

''Qu'est-ce-quevousfaiteslJt? Allez! Vitel'' 

A tramping of feet again, and a sea of round hats bobbing 

15 
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up and down vanishing in the gloom. Then I heard a cheery, 
"C4va, monsieur? Pasdemal?'* 

By way of answer I lighted a match and held it out, 
torch-fashion. The li^t glistened on a round, red face and 
a long French bayonet. Finally I said, ** Vous 6tes Frangais, 
monsieur? " in a weak, watery voice. 

*'Mai3 oui, mon vieux! Mais oui!" this rather testily. 
He did n't understand at first that I thought myself in Ger- 
many. "DoIlooklikeaBoche?" 

Then I explained, and I have never heard a Fr^ichman 
laugh more heartily. Then he explained, and I laughed, not 
so heartily, and a great deal more foolishly. 

In a little while, the sergeant with the round, red face 
and the long French bayonet, whose guest I am for the 
night, will join me here. If he were an American, to the 
manner bom, he might greet me in this fashion : — 

"When you have been on patrol a long way behind the 
enemy lines, shooting up towns and camps and railway 
trains like a pack of aerial cow-boys; when, on your way 
home, you have deliberately disobeyed orders and loafed a 
long way behind the other members of your group in order 
to watch the pretty sunset; and, as a punishment for this 
aesthetic indulgence, have been overtaken by darkness and 
compelled to land in strange country, only to have your 
machine immediately surrounded by Grerman soldiers; then, 
having taken the desperate resolve that they shall not have 
possession of your old battle-scarred avion as well as of 
your person, when you are about to touch a match to it, if 
the light glistens on a long French bayonet and you learn 
that the German soldiers have been prisoners since the bat- 
tle of the Somme, and have just finished their day's work at 
harvesting beets to be used in making sugar for French 
poilus — ah, is n't it a grand and glorious feeling? ** 

To which I would reply in his own memorable words, — 

''Mais oui, mon vieux! Mais oui!'* 
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LOVE'S MINOR FRICTIONS 

FRANCES LESTER WARNER 

Minor friction is the kind that produces the most showy 
results with the smallest outlay. You can stir up more elec- 
tricity in a cat by stroking her fur the wrong way than you 
can by dropping her into the well. You can ruffle the dear- 
est member of your family more by asking him twice if he 
is sure that he locked the back door than his political op- 
ponents could stir him with a libel. We have direct access 
to the state of mind of the people with whoin we share 
household life and love. Therefore, in most homes, no mat- 
ter how congenial, a certain amount of minor friction is 
inevitable. 

Four typical causes of minor friction are questions of 
tempo, the brotherly reform measure, supervised telephone 
conversations, and tenure of parental control. These are 
standard group-irritants that sometimes vex the sweetest 
natures. 

The matter of tempo, broadly interpreted, covers the 
process of adjustment between people of hasty and delib- 
erate moods. It implies alertness of spiritual response, 
alacrity in taking hints and filling orders, timely apprecia^ 
tions, considerate delays, and all the other delicate retards 
and accelerations that are necessary if hearts are to beat as 
one. But it also includes such homely questions as the time 
for setting out for places, the time consumed in getting 
ready to set out, and the swiftness of our progress thither. 
When a man who is tardy is unequally yoked with a wife 
who is prompt, their family moves from point to point with 
an irregularity of, rhythm that lends suspense to the mildest 
occasions. 

A certain architect and his wife Sue are a case in point. 
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Sue is always on time. If she is going to drive at four, she 
has her children ready at half-past three, and she stations 
them in the front halU with musdes flexed, at ten minutes 
to four, so that the whole group may emerge from the door 
like food shot from guns, and meet the incoming automo- 
bile accurately at the curb. Nobody ever stops his engine 
for Sue. Her husband is ccnrespondingly late. Just after 
they were married, the choir at their church gambled 
quietly on the chances — whether she would get him to 
church on time, or whether he would make her late. The 
first Sunday they came ten minutes early, the second Sun* 
day ten minutes late, and every Sunday after that. Sue 
came early, Prescott came late, and the choir put its money 
into the contribution-box. In fact, a family of this sort can 
solve its problem most neatly by running on independent 
schedules, except when they are to ride in the same auto- 
mobile or on the same train. Then, there is Ukely to be a 
breeze. ^ 

But the great test of such a family's grasp of the time- 
element comes when they have a guest who must catch a 
given car, due to pass the white post at the comer at a 
quarter to the hour. The visit is drawing to a close, with 
five minutes to spare before car-time. Those members of 
the family who like to wait until the last moment, and take 
their chances of boarding the running-board on the run, 
continue a steady conversation with the guest. But the 
prompt ones, with furtive eye straying to the dock, begin 
to sit forward uneasily in their chairs, their faces drawn, 
pulse feverish, pondering the question whether it is better 
to let a guest miss a car or seem to show him the door. The 
situation is all the harder for the prompt contingent, be- 
cause usually they have behind them a criminal record of 
occasions when they have urged guests to the curb in plenty 
of time and the car turned out to be late. The runners and 
jumpers of the family had said it would be late, and it was 
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late. These memories restrain speech until the latest pos- 
sible moment. Then the guest is whisked out to the white 
post with the words, "If you could stay, we'd be delighted; 
but if you really have to make your train — ** Every punc- 
tual person who lives near a car-line knows the look of 
patronage with which the leisured classes of his family 
listen to this old speech of his. They find something ner- 
vous and petty in his prancing and pawing, quite inferior to 
their large oblivion. As Tagore would say, "They are not 
too poor to be late." 

The matter of tempo involves also the sense of the fortu- 
nate moment, and the timing of deeds to accord with 
moods. In almost any group there is one member who is 
set at a slightly difiPerent velocity from the others, with a 
momentiun not easily checked. When the rest of the house- 
hold settles down to pleasant conversation, this member 
thinks of something pressing that must be done at once. 

The mother of three college boys is being slowly trained 
out of this habit. Her sons say that she ought to have been 
a fire-chief, so brisk is she when in her typical hook-and- 
ladder mood. Whenever her family sits talking in the eve- 
ning, she has flitting memories of things that she must run 
and do. One night, when she had suddenly deserted the 
hearthside to see if the maid had remembered to put out 
the milk-tickets, one of the boys was dispatched with a war- 
rant for her arrest. He traced her to the door of the side- 
porch, and peered out at her in the darkness. "What's lit- 
tle pussy-foot doing now?" he inquired affectionately. 
"Can she see better in the dark? Come along back." But 
Jier blood was up. She thought of several other duties still 
waiting, and went at once to the kitchen and filled the dip- 
per. With this she returned to the room where sat the wait- 
ing conversationalists, and systematically watered the fern. 
It was like wearing orange to a Sinn Fein gathering. At the 
chorus of reproach she only laughed, the throaty laugh of 
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the villain on the stage. Six determined hands seized her at 
onoe. The boys explained that» when they wanted to talk 
to her» it was no time to water ferns. As habitual breaker- 
up of public meetings, she was going to be reformed. 

But the reform measure, a group-irritant second to none, 
is generally uphill business in the home. Welfare work 
among equals is sometimes imperative, but seldom popular. 
Any programme of social improvement implies agitation 
and a powerful leverage of public opinion not wholly tran- 
quillizing to the person to be reformed. There is one family 
that has worked for years upon the case of one of its mem- 
bers who reads aloud out of season. When this brother Wil- 
liam finds a noble bit of literature, he is fired to share it with 
his relatives, regardless of time and circumstance. He 
comes eagerly from his study, book in hand, when his 
public is trying on a dress. Or he begins to read without 
warning, when all the other people in the room are reading 
something else. Arguments and penalties never had the 
slightest efiPect untO one of the company hit upon a device 
that proves a defensive measure in emergencies. 

Brother William started suddenly to read aloud from a 
campaign speech. Qs youngest sister was absorbed in that 
passage m ''Edwin Drood" called ''A Night with Durdles," 
where Jasper and Durdles are climbing the cathedral spire. 
In self-defense she also began to read in a dear tone as fol- 
lows: ''Anon, they turn into narrower and steeper stair- 
cases, and the night air begins to blow upon them, and the 
chirp of some startled jackdaw or frightened rook precedes 
the heavy beating of wings in a confined space, and the 
beating down of dust and straws upon their heads.'* 

The idea spread like wildfire. All the others opened their 
books and magazines and joined her in reading aloud selec- 
tions from the page where they had been interrupted. It 
was a deafening medley of incongruous material — a very 
telling demonstration of the distance from which their 
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minds had jumped when recalled to the campaign speech. 
Brother T^^lliam was able to distinguish in the uproar such 
fragments as these: ** Just at that moment I discovered four 
Spad machines far below the enemy planes*'; '^'Thankyou 
thankyou cried Mr. Salteena — *"; "Thomas Qiatterton 
Jupiter Zeus» a most dear wood-rat''; and "*It is natural/ 
Gavin said slowly» 'that you» sir, should wonder why I am 
here with this woman at such an hour.'" 

This method did not work a permanent cure, because 
nothing ever cures the real reader-aloud. His impulse is 
generosity — a mainspring of character, not a passing whim. 
But at a crisis, his audience can read aloud in concert. 

The reform measure is more hopeful when directed, not 
at a rooted trait, but at a siurface phase or custom. Even 
here success is not without its battles. The combined tal- 
ents of a Congressman's daughters were once bent upon 
teaching their youngest brother Sam to rise when ladies en- 
tered the room. The boy Samuel, then at the brigand age, 
looked at this custom as the mannerism of a decadent civi- 
lization. He rose, indeed, for guests, but not as to the man- 
ner bom. One day he came home and reported that the 
lady next door had introduced him to an aunt of hers who 
had just arrived on a visit. '^ And,'' said he, with speculative 
eye upon his sisters, ** I did n*t get up to be introduced.** 

The effect was all that heart could wish. Tongues flew. 
Sam listened with mournful dignity, offering no excuse. 
He waited until the sisterly vocabulary was exhausted. 

" Why don't you ask me where I was when she introduced 
me?" he asked at length. '*I was crawling along on the 
ridgepole of her garage catching her cat for her, and I could 
n't get up.'* 

His sisters, however, were not to be diverted from their 
attempt to foster in him the manly graces. They even went 
so far as to make an effort to include their brother in after- 
noon tea-parties with their friends. But a tea-lion, he said, 
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was one tlung that he was not. On such occasions he would 
be found sitting on the kitchen table» dourly eating up the 
olives, and refusing to come in. The girls were too young 
then to know that you cannot hurry a certain phase. But 
now» when they meet that brother at receptions, they smile 
at their former despair. Reformers often find their hardest 
tasks taken out of their hands by time. 

Few brothers and sisters* however, are willing to trust to 
time to work its wonders. There is a sense of fraternal re- 
sponsibility that goads us to try to do what we can for each 
other in a small way. The friction that ensues constitutes 
an experience of human values that the hermit in his cell can 
never know. Whenever people of decided views fed per- 
sonally responsible for each other's acts, a type of social 
unrest begins to brew that sometimes leads to progress and 
sometimes leads to riots. 

For this reason, in any home that aspires to peace at any 
price, the telephone should be installed in a sound-proof 
box-office with no glass in the door. There is nothing that 
so incenses a friendly nature as a family grouped in the mid- 
dle-distance offering advice when a telephone conversation 
is going on. The person at the receiver looks so idle; there 
seems to be no reason why he should not listen with his un- 
occupied ear; and when he is so evidently in need of correct 
data, it seems only kind to help him out. It is the most nat- 
ural thing in the world to listen. The family listens, in the 
first place, to find out which one of them is wanted, and 
they continue to listen to find out what is said. When the 
wrong thing is said, all loyal relatives feel responsible. 

The person telephoning is unfairly handicapped by neces- 
sary politeness, because he can be heard throu^ the trans- 
mitter and his advisers cannot. Only extreme exasperation 
can unleash his tongue, as happened once when a professor's 
son, Stanley, in his father's absence, undertook to answer 
a telephone-call while his sister Violet* in the next room. 
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corrected his mistakes. Stanley, pricking both ears, was 
doing very well, until the lady at the other end of the line 
asked a question at the exact moment when Violet offered a 
new thought. "What didyousay?"inquired Stanley. Both 
Violet and the lady repeated. "What is it?" said Stanley, 
waving one foot at Violet. "S^olet, not seeing the foot, re- 
peated, and so did the lady, this time more distinctly. "I 
beg your pardon,*' said Stanley anxiously, "but what did 
you say? " Like an incredible ni^tmarethething happened 
again. "Shut up!'* roared Stanley; "what did you say?" 

His sister, recognizing instantly that part of the message 
directed to her, wrote her suggestion on the telephone pad, 
and stole prudently away to a safe place. Minor friction, 
she had learned, can sometimes lead to action on a large 
scale. Only after some such extreme experience as this, do 
we allow a kinsman to conduct his own telephone conver- 
sations, taking his own responsibihties, running his own 
dark risks. 

But the sense of mutual responsibihty is, after all, the 
prime educational factor in family life. Every good parent 
has a feeling of accountability for the acts of his children. 
He may beUeve in self-determination for the small states 
around him, but, nevertheless, he holds a mandate. The 
deUghtful interweaving of parental suggestion with the orig- 
inal tendencies of the various children is the delicate thing 
that makes each family individual. It is also the deUcate 
thing that makes parenthood a nervous occupation. When 
suggestion is going to interweave delightfully as planned, 
and when it is not going to interweave at all, is something 
not foretold in the prophets. 

The question of parental influence becomes more com- 
plex as the family grows older and more informally organ- 
ized. Sometimes a son or dau^ter wants to carry out a pet 
project without any advice or warning or help from any- 
hody. There is nothing rash or guilty about his plan. He 
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simply happens to be in the mood to act, not in committee, 
but of himself. To achieve this, surrounded by a united and 
conversational family, becomes a game of skilL To dodge 
advice, he seems to avoid the most innocent questions. At 
such times as these, the wisest parents wonder what they 
have done to forfeit confidence. They see this favorite son 
of theirs executing the most harmless plans with all the se- 
crecy of the young poisoning princes of the Renaissance. 
When this happens, the over-sensitive parent grieves, the 
dictatorial parent rails, but the philosophical parent deli- 
cately picks up whatever interesting morsels he can on the 
side, and cocks a weather eye. 

''Robertseems to have a good many ^igagements,'' wrote 
the mother of a popular son in a letter to an absent daughter, 
'"but whether the nature of the engagements is social, ath- 
letic, or philanthropic, we can only infer from the equip- 
ment with which he sets out. I inferred the first this morn- 
ing when he asked me to have his dress-suit sent to be 
pressed; but I could not be certain until Mrs. Stone said 
casually that Robert was to be a guest at Mrs. Robbins's 
dinner next week. Don't you love to see such tender inti- 
macy between mother and son?" 

Secrecy of this kind is not the exclusive monopoly of sons. 
Excellent young women have chopped ice and frozen sher- 
bet behind closed doors because they did not want to be 
told again to be sure not to get the ice all over the back 
piazza. Certain warnings go with certain projects as inevi- 
tably as rubbers with the rain. The practised mother has so 
often found the warnings necessary, that the mere sight of 
the act produces the formula by rote. Model sons and 
daughters should accept these hints with gratitude, thus 
avoiding all friction, however minor. But rather than be 
advised to do that which they were planning to do already, 
the most loyal of daughters wQl resort to clandestine meas- 
ures, and go stealthily with the ice-pick as with a poniard 



Digitized by 



Google 



LOVE'S MINOR FRICTIONS 219 

beneath a doak. This annoys an afiPectionate and capable 
mother very much. And she has a right to be annoyed, has 
she not? After all, it is her ice-pick. 

There is something of spirited afiPection about the mem- 
ory of all these early broils. They were heated enough at 
the time, for the most violent emotions can fly out at a 
trifling cause. Remarks made in these turbulent moments 
are often taken as a revelation of your true and inward 
self. The sentiments that you express in your moment of 
wrath sound like something that you have been repressing 
for years and are now turning loose upon an enlightened 
world. There is an air of desperate sincerity about your re- 
marks that makes your hearers feel that here, at last, they 
have the truth. 

With friends, after such an outburst, you could never be 
the same again. But with your relatives, such moments can 
be lived down — as once occurred when a busy father had 
sent his youngest son back to town to perform a forgotten 
errand. The daughter of the family had not heard of the 
event until she took her place at table. 

"Where's Tom?" said she. 

"I sent him back to get a letter he forgot," said her 
father. 

"In all this heat? "she protested. "Well, if I had been in 
his place, I 'd have gone away and stayed away." 

"Well, you could," said her father serenely. 

"Well, I will," said little Sunshine, and walked out of the 
door and up the street in a rage. 

After you have left your parental home as suddenly as 
this, there comes a moment when you have the sensation 
of being what is termed all dressed up with no place to go. 
You feel that your decision, though sudden, is irrevocable, 
because going back would mean death to your pride. You 
try to fight off the practical thought that you can hardly go 
far without hat or scrip. Therefore, when Tom met his 
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eloping sister at the comer, it was with some little diplo- 
macy that he learned her history and took her back to the 
table mider his wing. The conversation barely paused as 
they took their places. Their father went on affably serving 
the salad to the just and the unjust alike. If the returning 
Fury had been treated with the contumely that she deserved, 
the memory would be disagreeable in the minds of alL As 
it is, the boys, now grown to manhood, speak of it as the 
time when Susan ran away to sea. 

The only thing that can make minor friction hurtful is 
the disproportionate importance that it can assume when it 
is treated as a major issue, or taken as an indication of mu- 
tual dislike. It is often an indication of the opposite, though 
at the moment the contestants would find this hard to be- 
lieve. Kept in its place, however, we find in it later a great 
deal of humorous charm, because it belonged to a period 
when we dealt with our brethren with a primitive directness 
not possible in later years. An intricate ambition, this mat- 
ter of harmony in the home. Ideally, every family would 
like to have a history of uninterrupted adorations and ex* 
quisite accord. But growth implies change, change implies 
adjustment, and adjustment among varied personalities 
implies friction. Kept at the minimum, kept in its place, 
such friction does not estrange. Instead, it becomes a 
means to an intimate acquaintance with one another's 
traits and moods — an intimacy of understanding not far 
remote from love. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IN BELSHAZZAR COURT 

SIMEON STBX7NSKY 

Our apartment house has all-night elevator service. We 
have grown accustomed to being awakened in the middle 
of the night by the soimd of violent hammering on the iron 
door of the elevator shaft, the object of which is to attract 
the attention of the operator, who is in the habit of running 
up his car to the top floor and going to sleep in the hall, be- 
ing roused only with the greatest difficulty. Tenants have 
complained of the inconvenience; especially when one comes 
home late from an after-theatre supper at a Broadway hotel. 
In deference to such complaints our elevator boys are con- 
stantly being discharged, but the tradition of going to sleep 
on the top floor seems to be continuous. 

One of the reasons for this, I imagine, is that our land- 
lord underpays his help and is consequently in no position 
to enforce discipline. However, I speak almost entirely on 
information and belief, my personal experience with the all- 
night elevator having been confined to a single instance. 
That was when we came back from our vacation last sum- 
mer at an early hour in the morning and rang the bell with- 
out eliciting any response. Inasmuch as we live only two 
flights up, we walked up the stairs, I carrying a suit-case, a 
hand-bag, and the baby, and Emmeline carrying another 
suit-case, and leading by the hand oiu* boy Harold, who was 
fast asleep. 

During the day our elevator is frequently out of order. 
The trouble, I believe, is with the brake, which every little 
while fails to catch, so that the car sUdes down a floor or 
two and sticks. It is quite probablethat if our elevator boys 
remained long enough to become acquainted with the pe- 
culiar characteristics of the machinery in Belshazzar Court 
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such stoppages would come less often. But no serious acd- 
dents have ever occurred, to my knowledge, and personally, 
as I have said, I suffer little inconvenience, since it is no 
trouble at all to walk up two flights of stairs. 

But it is different with Emmeline, who worries over the 
children. She will not allow the baby to be taken into the 
car. Instead, she makes the nurse ride up or down with the 
carriage, then has her fetch the baby by the stairs. Enmie- 
line complains that in cold weather this necessitates her own 
going downstairs to tuck the child into her cart, a duty 
which cannot possibly be delegated. It also exposes the 
baby to draughts while she is being taken out of the cart in 
the hall, preparatory to being carried upstairs. But Emme- 
line would rather take that chance than have the elevator 
drop with baby, as happened twice during the first week 
after we moved in. I have sometimes argued with her on 
the subject, maintaining that there cannot be any real dan- 
ger when the safety of the elevator is guaranteed by no less 
than three casualty companies; but Emmeline says that is 
a detached point of view which she cannot share. Our boy 
Harold is under strict injunctions to walk. He finds it a 
deprivation, after having twice tasted the joy of being 
marooned between floors, whence he was rescued by means 
of a ladder. 

Our friends, when they come to see us for the first time, 
are impressed with Belshazzar Court. You pass through 
heavy grilled doors into a marble-lined vestibule which is 
separated by a second pair of massive doors from the spa^ 
cious main hall. This hall is gay with an astonishingly large 
number of handsome electroliers in imitation cut glass. 
There is also a magnificent marble fireplace in which the ef- 
fect of a wood fire is simulated by electric bulbs under a 
sheet of red-colored isinglass. The heat is furnished by a 
steam radiator close by. The floor has two large Oriental 
rugs of domestic manufacture. There is a big leather couch 
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in front of the fireplace. Everywhere are large, comfortable 
armchairs in which I have often thought it would be pleas- 
ant to lomige and smoke, but I have never had the time. 
On a mahogany table, in the centre, the day's mail is dis- 
played. I have sometimes glanced over the letters in idle 
curiosity and found that they consist largely of circulars 
from clothing firms and dyeing establishments. The chan- 
deliers usually have a number of the crystal prisms broken 
or missing. The rugs are fairly worn, but doubtless the 
casual visitor does not notice that. The general eflPect of 
our main hall is, as I have said, imposing. Simday after- 
noons there are several motor cars lined up in front of the 
house. 

The number of young children in our apartment house is 
not large, a dozen or fifteen, perhaps. The house has six 
stories and there are nine apartments to the floor, so you 
can figure out for yourself the rate of increase for the popu- 
lation of Belshazzar Court. My own contribution to the in- 
fant statistics of our apartment house is apparently between 
one sixth and one eighth of the total number. Moreover, 
if you calculate not by mere number but by the amoimt of 
vital energy liberated, my own share is still larger. For 
there is no denying the justice of the hall boys* complaint 
that our Harold creates more disturbance in the house than 
any other three children. The missing prisms in the hall 
chandeliers are in considerable degree to be attributed to 
Harold. Not that he has a predilection for electroUers. He 
is just as hard on shoes and stockings. The former he de- 
stroys in a peculiar manner. As he walks upstairs, he care- 
fully adjusts the upper of his shoe, just over the arch, to the 
edge of each step, and scrapes it toward the toe slowly but 
firmly. When in good form he can shave the toes from a 
new pair of shoes in a single afternoon, and I have known 
him to reduce his foot-gear, within a week, to a semblance 
of degraded destitution that is the despair and mortifica- 
tion of his mother. 
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However, it must not be supposed that Harold is unpop- 
ular with the working staff of Belshazzar Court. The only 
apparent exception is the house superintendent* who is held 
responsible for all damages accruing to halls and stairways. 
His point of view b ther^ore quite comprehensible. But 
even the bitter protests of the house superintendent are 
not, I imagine, a true index to his permanent state of feeling 
with regard to Harold. At least I know that after the su- 
perintendent has called up Emmeline on the telephone to 
complain of Harold's fondness for tracing patterns on the 
mahogany hall table with a wire nail, the boy has beenfoimd 
in the cellar watching the stoking of the furnace with bated 
breath, a privilege conferred on but few. The superinten- 
dent has also given Harold the nm of a great pile of cinders 
and ashes which occasionally accumulates near the furnace 
doors. From such excursions the boy returns with the knees 
of his stockings entirely gone, and only the blue of his eyes 
discernible through a layer of coal dust which lends him an 
aspect of extraordinary ferocity. 

And yet I beUeve it is Harold's clamorous career through 
life that is the secret of his popularity with the people in our 
house. When he walks down the stairs it sounds like a catas- 
trophe. He engages in furious wrestling bouts with the hall 
boys, whose life he threatens to take in the most fiendishly 
cruel manner. His ability to "Uck" the elevator boy and 
the telephone operator single-handed is an open secret to 
anyone who has ever met Harold. But as I have said, there 
are very few children in the house, and I imagine that the 
sound of him engaging in mortal combat with the elevator 
boy, and the clatter of his progress down the stairs, echo 
rather gratefully at times through the long, sombre hall- 
ways. 

I am an eye-witness of Harold's popularity on Sunday 
mornings when Emmeline and I, with both the children, 
ride down in the elevator for our weekly stroll along the 
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Boulevard. My bodily presence on Sunday so far removes 
my wife's apprehensions with regard to the elevator that 
she will consent to take the baby down in the car. On such 
occasions I have observed that our neighbors invariably 
smile at Harold. Sometimes they will ask him how soon and 
in just what way he intends to destroy the new hall boy, or 
they will reach out a hand and pluck at his ear. Thewomen 
in the car content themselves with smiling at him. 

Harold's friends, who thus salute him on Sunday morn- 
ing, usually carry or lead a small dog or two which they are 
taking out for the daily exercise. There are a large number 
of small dogs in our apartment house. I don't pretend to 
know the different breeds, but they are nearly all of them 
winsome little beasts, with long, silky pelts, retrouss6 noses, 
and eyes that blink fiercely at you. Their masters are as a 
rule big, thick-set men, well advanced toward middle age, 
faultlessly dressed, and shaven to the quick. Or else the 
small dogs repose in the arms of taU, heavy women, who go 
mercilessly corseted and pay full tribute to modem require- 
ments in facial decoration. They seem to lay great store by 
their pets, but they also find a kind glance for Harold. 
Sometimes I imagine it is a different glance which they turn 
from their little dogs to Harold — a softer look, with the 
suggestion of wonder in it. From Harold and the baby they 
usually glance at Emmeline. I pass virtually unnoticed. 

I have mentioned the baby. When she is with us, Harold 
does not monopolize our neighbors' attention. It would be 
odd if it were otherwise. I am not so partisan as Emmeline 
in this matter, but I am inclined to think she is right when 
she says that our baby's eyes, of a liquid grayish-blue, star- 
ing in fascination out of the soft, pink swell of her cheeks, 
cannot help going straight to the heart of every normally 
constituted bystander. The women with small dogs in their 
arms smile at Harold, but they will bend down to the baby 
and hold out a finger to her and ask her name. Under such 
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drcumstanoes the behavior of Emmeline is rather difficult 
to explain. She is proud and resentful at the same time. 
Her moral judgments are apt to be swift and sharp, and 
when we are alone she has often characterized these neigh- 
bors of ours — the women I mean — in pretty definite 
terms. Her opinion of women whose interests are satisfied 
by a husband and a toy dog would please Mr. Roosevelt* I 
imagine. Yet she never fails to tell me of the extraordinary 
charm our baby exerts on these very people whose outlook 
upon life and sesthetic standards she thoroughly despises. 

I have a confession to make. Sometimes, during our en- 
counters in the elevator with our close-shaven, frock-coated 
neighbors and their fashionably dressed wives, I have looked 
at Emmeline's clothes and made comparisons, not to her dis- 
credit, but to my own. I should like Emmeline to cut as fine 
a figure as her neighbors, occasionally. Our neighbors* 
wives on a Sunday are dazzling in velvets and furs and 
plumes, whereas Emmeline has a natural disinclination for 
ostrich feathers even if we could afford to go in for such 
things. Her furs are not bad, but they are not new. They 
have worn well during the four years she has had them; 
nevertheless, they are not new. 

I am not hinting at shabbiness. That is the last thing 
you would think of if you saw Emmeline. An exquisite 
cleanliness of figure, a fine animation in the eyes and the 
cut of her lips, an electric youthf ulness of gesture — I know 
that clothes are vanity, but sometimes, on Sundays, I am 
seized with an extraordinary desire for velvets and feathers 
and furs. I feel that there must be a certain spiritual tonic 
in the knowledge of being splendidly overdressed. It is a 
plunge into outlawry which has its temptations to quiet 
people like myself who would never dare to put on a red tie. 
I sometimes wonder if the ancient Greeks, with all their in- 
born taste for simplicity in line and color, did not occa- 
sionally go in for a sartorial spree. I really do not regret the 
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fact that I cannot afford to give Emmeline a sealskin coat 
and a hat with aigrettes. Ninety-nine times out of a hun- 
dred I should feel uneasy to see her thus arrayed. But oc- 
casionally, yes, occasionally, I should like it. 

Frequently I catch myself wondering how the others can 
afford it. Itakeitthat, even when you make due allowance 
for the New York temperament, it is fairly safe to assume 
that people living in the same apartment house occupy the 
same economic level. There are exceptions, of course. 
Tucked away in some rear-court apartment you will find 
people whose bank accounts would amaze their neighbors. 
But these are precisely the ones who make the least display. 
They are maiden ladies of native American descent and the 
last of their line; or the widows of Tanunany contractors 
and office-holders who divide their time between works of 
piety and a cat; or prolific German families of the second 
generation, living after the sober traditions of the race. Still, 
I feel sure that the majority of our neighbors in Belshazzar 
Court are in the same income class with myself. How, then, 
can they afford it all — velvets, furs, the Sunday afternoon 
motor-car in front of the door? I put aside the obvious ex- 
planation, that there are no children. That would make a 
very considerable difference, but still — motor-cars, bridge 
three times a week for very considerable stakes, tables re- 
served at Shanley's for Election night and New Year's 
Eve— • 

''They have to afford it,*' says Enuneline, with that in- 
cisive justice of hers in which I should sometimes like to see 
a deeper tincture of mercy. "When you cofaie to think of 
it, a little pink-nosed dog cannot fill up a woman's life. 
There must be other interests." 

"In other words, they can't afford it. Do these people 
pay their bills?" 

We used to call this a rhetorical question at college. My 
information on the subject is probably as good as Enune- 
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line's. Five minutes of pleasant gossip with one's news- 
dealer is illuminating. Not that I am given to hanging over 
shop-counters, or that my newsdealer would be leddess 
enough to mention names. But since we are by way of be- 
ing in the same line of business, I writing for the newspapers 
while he sells them, — and incidentally makes the better in- 
come of the two, — we do pass the time of day whenever I 
drop in for cigars or stationery. On such occasions, without 
quoting names, he will state it as a regrettable economic 
puzzle that so many people who ride in motor-cars should 
find it hard to pay their newspaper bills. There was one ac- 
count, running up to something over eight dollars, he told 
me, that he was finally compelled to write down to profit 
and loss. The figures are instructive. Eleven cents a week 
— for it is an odd fact that people who ride in motor-cars 
read only the penny papers — makes forty-four cents a 
month. Throw in an occasional ten-cent magazine and you 
have a total expenditure of say seventy or eighty cents a 
month. An unpaid newspaper bill of eight dollars would 
therefore argue a condition of acute financial embarrass- 
ment extending over a period of nearly a year. 

"And then again," says Enmieline, "why should n*t they 
be able to aflFord it? They don't eat." 

She goes on to show that inevitably a house with no child- 
ren in it is a house with very Uttle good food in it. Emme- 
line has made a study of eugenics, and she has come to the 
conclusion that the purest milk and a lot of it, the juiciest 
steaks, and the freshest vegetables constitute the best pre- 
ventive of a neurotic citizenship in the future. It is a prin- 
ciple which she lives up to so resolutely that our food bills 
would strike many people as staggering. Now appetite, 
Emmeline argues, is very susceptible to suggestion. People 
learn to eat by watching their young. It's like caviare. 
But where there are no children life may easily be sustained 
on soda crackers and a glass of milk. 
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And it is something more than that. (I am still para- 
phrasing Emmeline's views). A dining-room table with 
children's eager, hmigry faces aromid it ceases to be a mere 
dining-room table and becomes an altar. Dinner is not a 
mere replenishing of the physiological furnaces; it partakes 
of the natme of a sacrament, with the mother as the high 
priestess, and the father — well, let us call him the tithe- 
gatherer. Eating in common is a form of primitive nature- 
worship which the purest religions have taken over and 
sanctified. To break bread together — well, all this is 
quite obvious. But now try to think of a sacrament as being 
administered with a can-opener and a chafing-dish. 

"That is what they live on," says Emmeline, "things 
that come out of tins and paper boxes. At the end of a year 
it meaos a fur coat." Which is n't really very convincing. 
A single after-theatre supper on Broadway will easily swal- 
low up a week's frying-pan economies. But as an index of 
the attitude of those women who cook for their children to 
those women who have no children to cook for, Emmeline's 
opinion has its value. I admit that, being a woman, she is 
prejudiced, my own prejudices being to a very great extent 
the refiection of hers. 

Emmeline has a hatred for gossip that is quite extraordi- 
nary in one who is so closely confined to her home by house- 
hold duties. Hence you will wonder where she obtains her 
information, sometimes so startlingly intimate, regarding 
oiu* neighbors' habits. Well, in the first place, Belshazzar 
Court is very much like those Russian prisons you read 
about, which hum and echo with news flashing along mys- 
terious channels. The prison walls resound to ghostly taps 
in the still of the night. The water-pipes beat out their 
message. A handkerchief is waved at a window. A con- 
vict's shackled feet, dragging along the corridor, send out 
the Morse code of the cell. So it requires no special gift of 
imagination to sit in one's apartment and reconstruct the 
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nuun outlines of the life about you. The mechanical piano 
downstairs has its say. There is a scamper of young feet in 
the hallway above. A voice of exasperation rasps its way 
down the dumb-waiter. A sewing-machine whira its short 
half hour and is silent. Little yelping volleys announce 
meal-time for the silken-haired Pekinese. As night comes 
on, the lights begin to flash up, revealing momentary sit 
houettes, groups, bits of still life. The alarm dock in the 
morning and the heavy, thoughtful tread at midnight be- 
speak different habits and occupations. It is a world built 
up out of sounds. 

There are the servants. They are the telegraph wires of 
apartment-house life. Like a good many telegraph wires 
in the great world outside, they are sadly overburdened 
with triviaUties. Yet a healthy cook or nursemaid will pick 
up during a ten minutes' excursion to the roof an amazing 
mass of miscellaneous information. This information she 
insists upon imparting to you. At first Emmeline would re- 
fuse to listen, protesting that she did not care to be bur- 
dened with other people's affairs. But we soon learned that 
the one form of class-distinction which domestic help will 
not tolerate is a refusal to meet them on the common level 
of gossip. What makes the problem all the more difBcult 
is that, as a rule, the best servants have the keenest appetite 
for petty scandal. Presumably a robust interest in one's 
own duties goes hand in hand with a healthy interest in the 
way other people are living up to their duty. Elizabeth, the 
only cook we have ever had who will not create a scene 
when somebody drops in unexpectedly for dinner, simply 
oozes information. When I think of the secrets into which 
Elizabeth has initiated us with regard to our neighbors 
whom we have never met, I feel an embarrassment which is 
only relieved by the thought that these neighbors must be 
quite as well informed about ourselves. 

Perhaps I should know more of our nei^^bors if the elec- 
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trie lights in our stately hallways did not bum so dimly. 
I have mentioned the handsome glass chandeliers in our 
main hall and vestibule. Unfortunately, they give forth a 
f aint» sepulchral light. Our elevator car, a massive cage of 
iron and copper, is quite dark. It may be that our landlord 
has artistic leanings and is trying to impart a subdued, 
studio atmosphere to his halls; very dim illumination being, 
I understand, the proper thing in advanced circles. Inci- 
dentally there must be a saving in electricity bills. At any 
rate, if you will take into consideration the fact that I have 
a habit of staring at people, even in broad daylight, with- 
out recognizing them, and if you will add to that the fact 
that a day's fussing over proofs and exchanges in the office 
is followed by an hour in the Subway over the evening pa- 
pers, it is quite plain why I have difficulty in remembering 
the faces of neighbors whom I occasionally run across. 

Most of the neighbors are very much the same way. An 
hour in the dead atmosphere of the Subway wilts the social 
virtues out of a man. We manage to make our way list- 
lessly into the upper air. We trudge wearily through the 
handsome iron doors of our apartment house. We take our 
places in opposite comers of the elevator car and stare up at 
theroof of the cage or count the floors as we pass. Threeor 
four of us leave at the same floor and go our several ways, I 
to number 43 on the right, one man to number 4S straight 
ahead, one to the left, and so forth. As I have said, there 
are nine apartments to the floor. 

Of course, if we stay long enough in Belshazzar Court, we 
shall make acquaintances. Accident will bring that about. 
For instance, there are a number of men in my line of work 
and the allied professions who meet every now and then in 
a little German caf6 on the East side in the 'Eighties. It is 
not a dub, since there are neither members nor bye-laws 
nor initiation fees, nor, worst of all abominations, a set sub- 
ject for papers and discussion. People simply drift in and 
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out. We keep late hours, and it is a well-known fact that 
in the early hours of the morning friendships are rather 
easily formed. That was the way I met Brewster. 

Brewster (I don't know his first name) is a tall, thin» sal- 
low-faced man of thirty-five who looks the Middle West he 
comes from. I had seen him at two of our meetings before 
we fell into talk. He spoke sparingly, not because he was 
shy, but because as a rule he had trouble in finding the right 
phrase. Itwas not untilwewerewalking across town toward 
the Subway one night that I found out that Brewster is as- 
sociate professor of mathematics at my old university. But 
he has ideas outside of EucUd. He is a Radical, he detests 
New York, and he is looking forward to the time when he 
can get away. But I imagine that he is not looking forward 
very eagerly. Your Radical loves the city while he curses 
it. At any rate, the Subway trains make speed at night and 
I was at my station before I knew it. Had he passed his 
own? No, it appeared that this was his station, too. That 
was pleasant, I said. Living in the same neighborhood I 
hoped we would see more of each other in the future. He 
said it would be pleasant indeed; his own address was Bel- 
shazzar Court. He had been there more than two years 
now. He lived on the third floor, in 47. 

"That would be directly across the court from 43?" 

He thought it was. 

That was two weeks ago. We have not yet found the time 
to drop in on Brewster. But sometimes I catch a glimpse of 
him through the window-curtains of his dining-room. Of 
course I had seen his figure pass across the window before, 
but naturally had never looked long enough to fix his face 
in my memory. He has his two children and his unmarried 
sister in the apartment with him. The mother of the child- 
renisdead. Theelderisaboyof seven, and I think he must 
be the pleasant-faced lad who on several occasions has rung 
our beU and complained that our Harold has robbed him of 
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various bits of personal property — a toy pistol, a clay pipe, 
and several college emblems of the kind that come in ciga- 
rette boxes. 

That is all I know of Brewster directly. Emmeline knows 
a little more. She has it from our cook, who has it from 
Brewster's cook. He goes out very rarely. In the morning 
he escorts the little boy to a private school half a mile away. 
This he does on his way to the university. He comes home 
a little earlier than I do, usually with a grip full of books. 
Our cook says that Brewster is invariably present when his 
sister gives the little girl her bath before putting her to bed; 
the child is only two years old. The boy has his supper with 
his father and aunt, and it is Brewster himself who super- 
intends his going to bed. This process is extremely involved 
and is marked by a great deal of rough-and-tumble hilarity. 
Late at night, as I sit reading or writing, I catch a gUmpse of 
him over his work at the big dining-room table, correcting 
examination papers, I suppose, though I believe he does 
some actuarial work for an insurance company. He will get 
up occasionally for a turn or two about the room, or to fill 
his pipe, or to fetch from the kitchen a cup of tea which he 
drinks cold. I see him at work long after midnight. 

Have I gone into all this detail concerning Brewster 
merelybecause he happens to live in 47, which is just across 
the court from 43, or because our habits and our interests 
really do touch at so many points? If Brewster were writ- 
ing down his impressions of Belshazzar Court at midnight, 
with myself as the central figure, his story would be very 
much like mine. A glimpse into the windows of oiu* dining- 
room would show me, too, in a clutter of papers, rustling 
through my exchange clippings, dipping into a volume of 
^'Pickwick'' for a moment's rest, striking innumerable 
matches to keep a reluctant pipe argoing, and drinking cold 
tea — too much cold tea, I am afraid. 

Yes, Brewster and I have something in common. But 
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then, I wonder, if I were living one floor above, in 58, and 
chance had made me acquainted with Smith who lives 
across the court in 57, would Smith and I discover that 
there are human ties between us other than our dependence 
on the same central heating-plant? For one thing, I know 
that the Smiths have a baby which frequently cries at night 
in unison with our own. Sometimes the Smith baby wakes 
up ours. Sometimes the initiative comes from our own side. 

Becaus&I drink so much cold tea before going to bed, I 
find it difficult to fall asleep. I lie awake and think of Bel- 
shazzar Court with a fondness that I cannot muster at any 
other time. The house offers me an extraordinary sense of 
security; not for myself, but for those who belong to me. 
It is a comfort to have one's wife and children snugly tucked 
away in one's own particular cluster of cells at the end of 
one's own obscure little passageway, where an enemy would 
need Ariadne's guiding thread to find them. The cave man 
must have felt some such satisfaction when he had stored 
his young and their mother into some peculiarly inaccessible 
rock deft. 

I suppose the dark is a favorable time for the recurrence 
of such primordial feelings. In the dark the need for human 
fellowship wells up to the surface. Athwart the partitions 
of lath and mortar, we of Belshazzar Court experience the 
warm, protective sensation which comes from huddling to- 
gether against the invisible menaces of the night. 

Decidedly, I must give up drinking so much cold tea. 
My eyes to-morrow will show the strain. But it is wonder- 
ful, too, this lying awake and feeling that you can almost 
catch the heart-throb of hundreds, above you, below you, 
on both sides. My neighbors undergo a magic transforma- 
tion. Deprived of individuality, — viewed, so to speak, 
under their eternal aspect, — they grow lovable. Belshaz- 
zar Court is transformed. In the day it is a barracks. At 
night it becomes a walled refuge, a tabernacle almost. The 
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pulse of life beats through its halls with just enough momen- 
tum to make a solenm music which gradually overcomes the 
eflEects of the cold tea. Intermittent noises twist themselves 
into vague fugues and arabesques. Somewhere on the floor 
above, heavy footsteps go back and forth in leisurely pre- 
paration for bed. Somewhere across the court, people have 
returned from the theatre. Evidently they are still under 
the exhilaration of the lights and the crowd. They pass 
judgment on the play and their voices are thoughtlessly 
fresh and animated, considering how late it is; but somehow 
you are not disturbed. With utter lack of interest you hear 
a child's wail break out — it is the Smith baby — and you 
hear the mother's *'hush, hush," falling into a sonmolent, 
crooning chant. Outside, a motor-car starts into life with 
a grinding and a whir and a sputter, and you set yourself to 
follow its receding hum, which becomes a drone and then a 
murmur and then silence, but you are not sure whether it 
is yet silence. As you are still wondering there comes the 
end of things, except that now and then you stir to the 
clamor of the elevator bell, ringing indignantly for the boy 
who has run the car up to the top floor and gone to sleep in 
the halL 
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SAMTTKL MCCHORD CBOTHEBS 

Thb idea of the gentleman has grown, as from time to 
time new elements have been added to it. In every age we 
shall find the real gentleman — that is, the man who in gen* 
nine fashion represents the best ideal of his time; and we 
shall find the mimicry of him, the would-be gentleman, who 
copies the f orm» while ignorant of the substance. These 
two characters furnish the material, on the one hand for the 
romancer, and on the other hand for the satirist. 

If there had been no real gentlemen, the epics, the solemn 
tragedies, and the stirring tales of chivalry would have re- 
mained unwritten; and if there had been no pretended 
gentlemen, the humorist would find his occupation gone. 
But always these contrasted characters are on the stage to- 
gether. Simple dignity is followed by strutting pomposity, 
and after the hero the braggart swaggers and storms. So 
ridicule and admiration bear rule by turns. 

For the sake of convenience, it might be well to indicate 
the difference by calling one the gentleman, and the other 
the genteelman. Below the genteelman there is still an- 
other species. Parasites have parasites of their own, and the 
genteelman has his admiring but unsuccessful imitators. 
I do not know the scientific name for an individual of this 
si)ecies, but I believe that he calls himself a "gent." 

The process of evolution, as we know, is a continual play 
between the organism and the environment. It is a cosmic 
game of "Pussy wants a comer.** Each creature wants to 
get into a snug comer of its own; but no sooner does it find 
it than it is tempted out by the prospect of another. Then 
ensues a scramble with other aspirants for the coveted posi- 
tion; and as there are never enough comers to go around* 
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someone must fail. Though this is hard on the disappointed 
players, the philosophers find it easy to show that it is an 
admirable arrangement. If there were enough comers to go 
around, and everyone were content to stay in the comer 
in which he found himself, the game would be over. That 
would be an end of progress, which, after all, most of us, in 
oiu* more energetic moods, acknowledge to be worth what 
it costs. 

The idea of the gentleman involves the sense of personal 
dignity and worth. He is not a means to an end: he is an 
end in himself. How early this sense arose we may not 
know. Professor Huxley made merry over the sentimental- 
ists who picture the simple dignity of primitive man. He 
had no admiration to throw away on ''the dignified and un- 
clothed savage sitting in soUtary meditation under trees." 
And yet I am inclined to think that the gentleman may 
have appeared even before the advent of tailors. The 
peasants who followed Wat Tyler sang, — 

When Adam delved and Eve 8|mui, 
Who was then a gentieman? 

But a writer in the age of Queen Elizabeth published a book 
in which he argued that Adam himself was a perfect gentle- 
man. He had, at least, the advantage, dear to the theologi- 
cal mind, that though affirmative proof might be lacking, it 
was equally difficult to prove the negative. 

As civilization advances and Uterature catches its chang- 
ing features, the outlines of the gentleman grow distinct. 
Read the book of Genesis, the Analects of Confucius, and 
Plutarch's lives. What a portrait gallery of gentlemen of 
the antique world! And yet how different each from the 
others! 

In the book of Genesis we see Abraham sitting at his 
tent door. Three strangers appear. When he sees tiiem, he 
goes to meet them, and bows, and says to the foremost, 
** My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not 
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away» I pray thee, from thy servant. Let a little water, I 
pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet,iand rest your- 
selves under the tree ; and I will fetch a morsel of bread, and 
comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on/* 

There may have been giants in those days, and churls, 
and all manner of barbarians, but as we watch the strangers 
resting under the oak we say, "'There were also gentlemen 
in those days." How simple it all is! It is like a single pahn 
tree outlined against the desert and the sl^. 

How different the Chinese gentleman! Everything with 
him is exact. The disciples of Confucius are careful to tell 
us how he adjusted the skirts of his robe before and behind, 
how he insisted that his mince-meat should be cut quite 
small and should have exactly the right proportion of rice, 
and that his mat must be laid straight before he would sit 
on it. Such details of deportment were thought very im- 
portant. But we forget the mats and the mince-meat when 
we read: "Three things the master had not, — he had no 
prejudices, he had no obstinacy, he had no egotism.*' And 
we forget the fantastic garb and the stiff Chinese genuflec- 
tions, and come to the conclusion that the true gentleman 
is as simple-hearted amid the etiquette of the court as in 
the tent in the desert, when we hear the master saying: 
"Sincerity is the way of Heaven; the wise are the unas- 
suming. It is said of Virtue that over her embroidered robe 
she puts a plain single garment.*' 

Turn to the pages of Plutarch, where are iBxed for all 
time the Greek andBoman ideals of the gentleman. No em- 
broidered robes here, but a masculine virtue, in a plain single 
garment. What a breed of men they were, brave, forceful, 
self-contained! No holiday gentlemen these! Their man- 
ners were not veneered, but i>art of themselves. With the 
same lofty gravity th^ faced life and death. When fortune 
smiled there wa3 no unseemly exultation; when fortune 
frowned there waa no unseemly repining. With the same 
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dignity the Roman rode in his triumphal chariot through 
the streets and lay down to die when his hour had come. 
No wonder that men who thus learned how to conquer them- 
selves conquered the world. 

When the Roman Empire was destroyed the antique type 
of gentleman perished. The very names of the tribes which 
destroyed him have yet terrible associations. Groths, Van- 
dals, Huns — to the civilized man of the fifth and sixth 
centuries these sounded like the names of wild beasts rather 
than of men. You might as well have said tigers, hyenas, 
wolves. The end had come of a civilization that had been 
the slow growth of centuries. 

Yet out of these fierce tribes, destroyers of the old order, 
a new order was to arise. Out of chaos and might a new 
kind of gentleman was to be evolved. The romances of the 
Middle Ages are variations on a single theme, the appear- 
ance of the finer type of manhood and its struggle for exist- 
ence. In the palace built by the enchantment of Merlin 
were four zones of sculpture. 

And in the lowest beasts are slaying men. 
And in, the second men are slaying beasts. 
And on the third are warriors, perfect men. 
And on the fourth are men with growing wings. 

Europe was in the second stage, when men were slaying 
beasts and what was most brutal in humanity. If the higher 
manhood was to live, it must fight, and so the gentleman 
appears, sword in hand. Whether we are reading of Charle- 
magne and his paladins, or of Siegfried, or of Arthur, the 
story is the same. The gentleman has appeared. He has 
come into a waste land, — 

Thick with wet woods and many a beast therein. 
And none or few to scare or chase the beast. 

He comes amid savage anarchy where heathen hordes are 
""reddening the sun with smoke and earth with blood.'' 
The gentleman sends forth his dear defiance. All this shall 
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no longer be. He is ready to meet force with force; he is 
ready to stake his life upon the issue, the hazard of new for- 
tunes for the race. 

It is as a pioneer of the new civilization that the gentle^ 
nuin has pitched 

His tent beside the forest. Andhedrave 

The heathen, and he slew the beast* and Idled 

The forest, and let in the sun. 

The ballads and romances chronicle a struggle desperate 
in its beginning and triumphant in its conclusion. They are 
in praise of force, but it is a noble force. There is something 
better, they say, than brute force: it is manly force. The 
giant is no match for the gentleman. 

If we would get at the mediseval idea of the gentleman, 
we must not listen merely to the romances as they are re- 
told by men of genius in our own day. Scott and Tennyson 
clothe their characters in the old draperies, but their ideals 
are those of the nineteenth century rather than of the Mid- 
dle Ages. Tennyson expressly disclaims the attempt to re- 
produce the King Arthur 

whose name, a ghost. 
Streams like a doud, man-shaped, from mountain peak. 
And deaves to cairn and cromledi still; or him 
Of Geoffrey's book, or him of Malleor's, one 
Toudied by the adulterous finger of a time 
That hovered between war and wantonness. 

When we go back and read Sir Thomas Malory's Morte 
Darthur, we find ourselves among men of somewhat differ- 
ent mould from the knights of Tennyson's idylls. It is not 
the blameless King Arthur, but the passionate Sir Launce- 
lot, who wins admiration. We hear Sir Ector crying over 
Launcelot's body, "Ah, Launcelot, thou wert the head of 
the Christian knights. Thou wert the courtliest knight that 
ever bare shield; and thou wert the truest friend to thy lover 
that ever bestrode horse; and thou wert the truest lover for 
a sinful man that ever loved woman; and thou wert the 
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kindest man that ever strake with sword; and thou wert the 
goodliest person that ever came among press of knights ; and 
thou wert the meekest man and the gentlest that ever ate 
in hall with ladies; and thou wert the sternest knight to thy 
mortal foe that ever put spear in the rest/' 

We must take, not one of these qualities, but all of them 
together, to understand the gentleman of those ages when 
good and evil struggled so fiercely for the masteiy. No saint 
was this Sir Launcelot. There was in him no fine balance of 
virtues, but only a wild tumult of the blood. He was proud, 
self-willed, passionate, pleasiure-loving; capable of great sin 
and of sublime expiation. Whatshallwe say of this gentlest, 
sternest, kindest, goodliest, sinfulest, of knights — this 
man who knew no middle path, but who, when treading in 
perilous places and following false lights, yet draws all men 
admiringly to himself? 

We can only say this: he was the prototype of those 
mighty men who were the makers of the mod^n world. 
They were the men who fought with Charlemagne, and with 
William the Conqueror, and with Richard; they were the 
men who *' beat down the heathen, and upheld the Christ " ; 
they were the men from whom came the crusades, and the 
feudal system, and the great charter. As we read the his- 
tory, we say at one moment, " These men were mail-dad ruf- 
fians," and at the next, ''What great-hearted gentlemen!" 

Perhaps the wisest thing would be to confess to both 
judgments at once. In this stage of his evolution the gentle- 
man may boast of feats that would now be rehearsed only 
in bar-rooms. This indicates that the standard of society 
has improved, and that what was possible once for the 
nobler sort of men is now characteristic of the baser sort. 
The modem rowdy frequently appears in the cast-off man- 
ners of the old-time gentleman. Time, the old-dothes man, 
thus furnishes his customers with many strange misfits. 
YfbAt i« of importance is that through these transition 
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years there was a ceaseless struggle to preserve the fin^ 
types of manhood. 

The ideal of the medieval gentleman was expressed in 
the word ^'gallantry.'* The essence of gallantry is courage; 
but it is not the sober courage of the stoic. It is courage 
charged with qualities that give it sparkle and efferves- 
cence. It is the courage that not only faces danger, but de- 
lights in it. What suggestions of physical and m^ital elas- 
ticity are in Shakespeare's description of the '"springing, 
brave Plantagenet"! Scott's lines express the gallant 
spirit: — 

One crowded hour of glorious life 
Is worth an age without a name. 

Gallantry came to have another implication, equally 
characteristic. The knight was gallant not only in war, but 
in love also. There had come a new worship, the worship of 
woman. In the Church it found expression in the adoration 
of the Madonna, but in the camp and the court it found its 
place as well. Chivalry was the elaborate and often fantas- 
tic ritual, and the gentleman was minister at the altar. The 
ancient gentleman stood alone; the mediaeval gentleman of- 
fered all to the lady of his love. Here, too, gallantry implied 
the same overflowing joy in life. If you are anxious to have 
a test by which to recognize the time when you are growing 
old, — so old that imagination is chilled within you, — I 
should advise you to turn to the chapter in the Romance of 
King Arthur entitled "How Queen Guenever went maying 
with certain Knights of the Table Bound, dad all in green." 
Then read: "So it befell in the month of May, Queen Guen- 
ever called imto her knights and she gave them warning 
that early upon the morrow she would ride maying into the 
woods and fields besides Westminster, and I warn you that 
none of you but that he be well horsed and that ye all be 
clothed in green. ... I shall bring with me ten ladies and 
every knight shall have a squire and two yeomen. So upon 
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the mom they took their horses with the Queen and rode on 
maying through the woods and meadows in great joy and 
deUghts." 

. K you cannot see them riding on, a gallant company over 
the meadows, and you hear no echoes of their laughter, and 
if there is no longer any enchantment in the vision of that 
time when all were "blithe and debonair," then undoubtedly 
you are growing old. It is time to dose the romances: per- 
haps you may still find solace in Young's Night Thoughts 
or Pollock's Course of Time. Happy are they who far into 
the seventies still see Queen Guenever riding in the pleasant 
month of May: these are they who have found the true 
fountain of youth. 

The sixteenth centuiy marks an epoch in the history of 
the gentleman, as in all else. Old ideas disappear, to come 
again in new combinations. Cervantes ''laughs Spain's 
chivalry away," and his merry laughter echoes through all 
Eim>pe. The same hands wielded the sword and the pen. 
The scholars, the artists, the poets, began to feel a sense of 
personal worth, and carried the gallant spirit of the gentle- 
man into their work. They were not mere specialists, but 
men of action. The artist was not only an instrument to 
give pleasure to others, but he was himself a centre of ad- 
miration. Out of this new consciousness how many inter- 
esting characters were produced! There were men who en- 
gaged in controversies as if they were tournaments, and 
who wrote books and painted pictures and carved statues, 
not in the spirit of prof essionaUsm, but as those who would 
in this activity enjoy "one crowded hour of glorious life." 
Very frequently, these gentlemen and scholars, and gentle- 
men and artists, overdid the matter, and were more belliger- 
ent in disposition than were the warriors with whom they 
began to claim equality. 

To this self-assertion we owe the most delightful of 
autobiographies — that of Benvenuto Cellini. He aspired 
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to be, not only an artist, but a fine gentleman. No one 
could be more certain of the sufficiency of Humpty Dump- 
ty's definition of a gentleman than was he. 

If we did not have his word for it, we could scarcely 
believe that anyone could be so valiant in fight and so 
uninterrupted in the pursuit of honor without its interfering 
with his professional work. Take, for example, that memor- 
able day when, escaping from the magistrates, he makes 
an attack upon the household of his enemy, Gherardo 
Guascanti. *'I found them at table; and Gherardo, who 
had been the cause of the quarrel, flung himself upon me. I 
stabbed him in the breast, piercing doublet and jerkin, but 
doing him not the least harm in the world." After this 
attack, and after magnanimously pardoning Gherardo's 
father, mother, and sisters, he says: '*I ran storming down 
the staircase, and when I reached the street, I found all the 
rest of the household, more than twelve persons: one of 
them seized an iron shovel, another a thick iron pipe; one 
had an anvil, some hammers, some cudgels. When I got 
among them, raging like a mad bull, I flung four or five to 
the earth, and fell down with them myself, continually 
aiming my dagger now at one, and now at another. Those 
who remained upright phed with both hands with all their 
force, giving it me with hammers, cudgels, and the anvil; 
but inasmuch as Gk>d does sometimes merdf ully intervene, 
he so ordered that neither they nor I did any harm to one 
another.*' 

What fine old days those were, when the toughness of skin 
matched so wonderfully the stoutness of heart! One has a 
suspicion that in these degenerate days, were a family din- 
ner-party interrupted by such an avalanche of daggers, 
cudgels, and anvils, someone would be hurt. As for Ben- 
venuto, he does not so much as complain of a headache. 

There is an easy, gentleman-like grace in the way in 
which he recounts his indd^ital homicides. Whenheishid- 
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ing behind a hedge at midnight, waiting for the oppor- 
tunity to assassinate his enemies, his heart is open to all the 
sweet influences of nature, and he enjoys *Hhe glorious 
heaven of stars." He was not only an artist and a fine 
gentleman, but a saint as well, and *' often had recoiu*se 
with pious heart to holy prayers." Above all, he had the 
indubitable evidence of sainthood, a halo. " I will not omit 
to relate another cu'cumstance, which is perhaps the most 
remarkable that ever happened to any one. I do so in order 
to justify the divinity of God and of his secrets, who 
deigned to grant me this great favor : forever since the time 
of my strange vision until now, an aureole of glory (marvel- 
ous to relate) has rested on my head. This is visible to 
every sort of man to whom I have chosen to point it out, 
but these have been few." He adds ingenuously, "I am 
always able to see it." He says, "I first became aware of it 
in France, at Paris; for the air in those parts is so much 
freer from mists that one can see it far better than in Italy." 

Happy Benvenuto with his Parisian halo, which did not 
interfere with the manly arts of self-defense! His self- 
complacency was possible only in a stage of evolution when 
the saint and the assassin were not altogether clearly differ- 
entiated. Someone has said, ** Give me the luxuries of life, 
and I can get along without the necessities." Like many of 
his time, Benvenuto had all the luxuries that belong to the 
character of a Christian gentleman, though he was destitute 
of the necessities. An appreciation of common honesty as 
an essential to a gentleman seems to be more slowly devel- 
oped than the more romantic sentiment that is called 
honor. 

The evolution of the gentleman has its main line of prog- 
ress where there is a constant though slow advance; but, on 
the other hand, there are arrested developments, and quaint 
survivals, and abortive attempts. 

In each generation there have been men of fashion who 
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have mistaken themselves for gentlemen. They are mim- 
teresting enough while in the flesh, but after a generation or 
two they become very quaint and curious, when considered 
as specimens. Each generation imagines that it has dis- 
covered a new variety, Imd invents a name for it. Thedude, 
the swell, the dandy, the fop, the spark, the macaroni, the 
blade, the popinjay, the coxcomb — these are butterflies of 
different summers. There is here endless variation, but no 
advancement. One fashion comes after another, but we 
cannot call it better. One would like to see representatives 
of the different generations together in full dress. What 
variety in oaths and small talkl What anachronisms in 
swords and canes and ^^^ses, in ruffles, in collars, in 
wigs! What affluence in powders and perfumes and colors! 
But would they "know each other there"? The real gen- 
tlemen would be sure to recognize each other. Abraham 
and Marcus Aurelius and Confucius would find much in 
common. Launcelot and Sir Philip Sidney and Chinese 
Gordon would need no introduction. Montaigne and Mr. 
Spectator and the Autocrat of the Breakfast-Table would 
fall into delightful chat. But would a "swell" recognize a 
^'spark"? And might we not expect a "dude" to fall into 
immoderate laughter at the sight of a "popinjay"? 

Fashion has its revenges. Nothing seems so ridiculous to 
it as an old fashion. The fop has no toleration for the obso- 
lete foppery. The artificial gentleman is as inconceivable 
out of his artificial surroundings as the waxen-faced gentle- 
man of the clothing store outside his show window. 

There was Beau Nash, for example — a much-admired 
person in his day, when he ruled from his throne in the 
pump-room in Bath. Everything was in keeping. There 
was Queen Anne architecture, and Queen Anne furniture, 
and Queen Anne religion, and the Queen Anne fashion in 
fine gentlemen. What a curious piece of brie- jl-brac this 
fine gentleman was, to be sure! He was not fitted for any 
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useful purpose imder the sun» but in his place he was quite 
ornamental, and undoubtedly very expensive. Art was as 
self-complapent as if nature had never been invented. What 
multitudes of the baser sort must be employed in furnishing 
the fine gentleman with clothes I All Bath admired the way 
in which Beau Nash refused to pay for them. Once when a 
vulgar tradesman insisted on payment, Nash compromised 
by lending him twenty pounds — which he did with the 
air of a prince. So great was the impression he made upon 
his time that a statue was erected to him, while beneath 
were placed the busts of two minor contemporaries. Pope 
and Newton. This led Lord Chesterfield to write: — 

This statue placed the busts between 

Adds to the satire strength, 
Wisdom and wit are little seen. 

But folly at full length. 

Lord Chesterfield himself had nothing in common with 
the absurd imitation gentlemen, and yet the gentleman 
whom he described and pretended to admire was altogether 
artificial. He was the Machiavelli of the fashionable world. 
He saw through it, and recognized its hoUowness; but such 
as it was it must be accepted. The only thing was to learn 
how to get on in it. *^Li courts you may expect to meet con- 
nections without friendships, enmities without hatred, 
honor without virtue, appearances saved and realities 
sacrificed, good manners and bad morab." 

There is something earnestly didactic about Lord Ches- 
terfield. He gives line upon line, and precept upon precept, 
to his "dear boy." Never did a Puritan father teach more 
conscientiously the shorter catechism than did he the whole 
duty of the gentleman, which was to save appearances even 
though he must sacrifice reality. " My dear boy," he writes 
affectionately, "I advise you to trust neither man nor 
woman more than is absolutely necessary. Accept prof- 
fered friendships with great dviUty, but with great 
incredulity." 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



us THE EVOLUTION OF THE GENTLEMAN 

Poor little RoUo was not more strenuously prodded up 
the steep and narrow path of virtue than was little Philip 
Stanhope up the steep and narrow path of fashion. Worldli- 
ness made into a religion was not without its asceticism. 
" Though you think you dance well, do not think you dance 
well enough. Though you are told that you are genteel, still 
aim at being genteeler. • . . Airs, address, manners, graces, 
are of such infinite importance and are so essentially neces- 
sary to you that now, as the time of meeting draws near, I 
tremble for fear that I may not find you possessed of them.'* 

Lord Chesterfield's gentleman was a man of the world; 
but it was, after all, a very hard and empty world. It was 
a world that had no eternal laws, only changing fashions. 
It had no broken hearts, only broken vows. It was a world 
covered with glittering ice, and the gentleman was one who 
had learned to skim over its dangerous places, not caring 
what happened to those who followed him. 

It is a relief to get away from such a world, and, leaving 
the fine gentleman behind, to take the rumbling stage-coach 
to the estates of Sir Roger de Coverley . His is not the great 
world at all, and his interests are limited to his own parish. 
But it is a real world, and much better suited to a real gen- 
tleman. His fashions are not the fashions of the comt, but 
th^ are the fashions that wear. Even when following the 
hounds Sir Roger has time for friendly greetings. "The 
farmers' sons thought themselves happy if they could open 
a gate for the good old knight, which he requited with a nod 
or a smile, and a kind inquiry after their fathers and uncles." 

But even dear old Roger de Coverley cannot rest imdis- 
turbed as an ideal gentleman. He belonged, after all, to a 
privil^ed order, and there is a force at work to destroy all 
social privileges. A generation of farmers' sons must arise 
not to be so easily satisfied with a kindly nod and smile. 
Liberty, fraternity, and equality have to be reckoned with. 
Democracy has come with its leveling processes. 
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The calm Olympian height 
Of ancient order feds its bases yield. 

In a revolutionary period the virtues of an aristocracy be- 
come more irritating than their vices. People cease to at- 
tribute merit to what comes through good fortune. No won- 
der that the disciples of the older time cry: — 

What hope for the fine-nerved humanities 

That made earth gradous once with gentler arts? 

What becomes of the gentleman in an age of democratic 
equality? Just what becomes of every ideal when the time 
has arrived for a larger fulfillment. What is unessential 
drops off; what is essential remains. Under the influence of 
democracy the word "gentleman'* ceases to denote a privi- 
lege, and comes to denote a character. This step in the evo- 
lution of the idea is a necessary one. 

When» in 1485, Caxton printed the Romance of King 
Arthur, he declared, "I William Caxton, simple person, 
present the book following, . . . which treateth of noble 
acts, feats of arms, of chivalry, prowess, hardiness, human- 
ity, love, courtesy and very gentleness." These were the 
elements which constituted the gentleman. What we see 
now is that they might be as truly manifested in William 
Caxton, simple person, as in any of the high-bom knights 
whose deeds he chronicled. 

Milton, in memorable words, pointed out the transition 
which must take place from the gentleman of romance to 
the gentleman of enduring reality. After narrating how, in 
his youth, he betook himself "'to those lofty fables and ro- 
mances which recount in solemn cantos the deeds of knight- 
hood founded by our victorious kings, and thence had in re- 
nown through all Christendom," he says, "This my mind 
gave me, that every free and gentle spirit, without that 
oath, ought to be bom a knight, nor needed to expect a gilt 
spur or the laying on of a sword upon his shoulder.** 
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CHARLES BEBNABD NOBDHOFF 

An old Mexican was speaking, a gray-haired laborer who 
had worked for twelve years in California. He was on the 
way to a village in Sonora. 

" Yes," he said, *' I am going home; I have been here long 
enough. It is true that wages are better, but money is not 
eveiything: to be content a man needs some esteem. Here 
I can never be more than a Mexican who must be watched 
to see that he does an honest day's work. I do not believe 
that I am lazy, — I have done my best for my employers, 
— but it is hard for us to please the Americans. 

*'One of my friends tells of a Mexican who was traveling 
through Arizona with his grandson. They had a donkey 
whidi the old man rode while the boy walked behind. After 
a time they passed some Americans on the road. * Look at 
that man,' said one, "riding his burro while the little boy 
walks — just like a lazy Mexican!' The old man under- 
stood a little English, so he dismounted and made the boy 
ride. Presently a party of cowboys cantered by. "Mexicans 
are a shameless people,' they said; "see how that lazy boy 
rides, while the old man walks behind in the dust.' Hearing 
this, the Mexican mounted behind his grandson, and the 
donkey went on, carrying double. At the foot of a hill they 
met a stage. "Lazy Mexicans,' exclaimed the passengers 
scornfully, "both riding that poor little burro!'" 

There is a germ of truth in this view of our attitude toward 
the Mexicans. We are inclined to believie that difference 
from ourselves implies inferiority — an insular weakness 
which has been the chief obstacle to cordial relations with 
the Latin-American republics. Whatever the outcome of 
the present situation^ a little tolerwcQ will do no harm — 9^ 
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little effort to see tibie good in a race we do not at present 
understand. 

The Mexican may be described as an Indian with a dash 
of Iberian blood. No statistics are available, but it is doubt- 
ful whether the proportion of Spanish blood exceeds one 
eighth — possibly it is less. Except in the case of a few 
tribes like the Yaquis of Sonora and the Mayas of Yucatan, 
Mexico has absorbed, or is rapidly absorbing, all her ab- 
origines; unlike ourselves, she has been confronted with no 
Indian problem. The native blood predominating in the 
mixture is that of the ancient Nahua race, which included 
all the ruling tribes from the Bio Grande to Tehuantepec — 
a group of which the Aztecs were the most famous and pow- 
erful members. In an admirable characterization of the 
Aztec, Mr. Lewis Spenoe describes him as ''grave, taciturn, 
and melancholic, with a deeply rooted love of the mysteri- 
ous; slow to anger, yet almost inhuman in the violence of 
his passions when aroused. He is usually gifted with a 
logical mind, quickness of apprehension, and an ability to 
regard the subtle side of things with great nicety . • • . He 
has a real affection for the beautiful in nature and a passion 
for flowers; but the Aztec music lacked gayety, and the na- 
tional amusements were too often of a gloomy and ferocious 
character." My own experience among the remnants of the 
race leads only to increased respect for Mr. Spence's insight, 
although he has failed to give credit for a fine domesticity 
and love of children. 

The philosophy of the modem Mexican is as foreign to us 
as the customs of ancient Mexico. The chief incentive which 
drives the European races on to struggle and progress is the 
desire for material gain, but in the life of the Mexican this 
motive plays only a secondary part. Some years ago I was 
visiting a cane plantation in the state of Vera Cruz. It was 
time to cut the sugar-cane, and as usual there was a short- 
age of labor. Ordinary wages were the equivalent of forty 
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cents a day. The manager made calculations and found 
that he could double the rate for cane-cutting and still be 
ahead, because the running-time of his mill would be cut in 
half. At least, he believed, in his ignorance of the people, 
that it could be cut in half. So announcement of double pay 
was made, and long lines of peons came trudging in — bid 
they worked only half timel 

An old woman in the market-place of C6rdoba gave me 
further enlightenment. I used to buy fruit of her, and one 
morning I found that she had nothing to sell except a basket 
of particularly fine mangoes — Manila mangoes, not the 
ordinary resinous kind. I inquired the price: to a friend 
they were worth a penny each. 

''How many are there, DoiLa Ignoda?" I asked. 

She counted them laboriously, twice over; there were 
thirty. I took thirty cents from my pocket, handed her the 
mon^ and reached for the basket. 

"But no, sefior," she protested; "if you take them all I 
must charge forty cents." 

"Why so? " I asked, not a little puzzled at her logic; "you 
can get no more if you sell them one by one, and by selling 
them all to me you will have the rest of the day to yourself.'' 

She shook her head in vehem^it denial. "No, no," she 
ezplfdned; "you do not understand. Take half a dozen if 
you like at a penny each, but I cannot let you have all at 
that price. If I sell them all at once, I lose the pleasure of 
a day's market." 

This attitude of mind is difficult for us to comprehend. 
Mexico is a wonderfully fertile land, where crops seem to 
grow almost without attention; Humboldt declared it the 
richest in the world. Long ago the country Mexican dis- 
covered that he could live with a minimum of ejBfort. There 
is food in the house, the sim is warm overhead, there are 
amusing neighbors with whom to gossip — why overdo the 
business of work? It is a pleasant philosophy, fit for a 
pleasant land. 
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If you share the American idea that the Mexican is la^> 
go to the cities and watch the Mexican craftsmen working 
at the arts in which they excel. See how the leather-worl^r 
leans over his bench all day, carving out flowers and scrolls 
with exquisite skill. Ask him the price of an embossed pis- 
tol-holster, and the chances are that he will scratch his head 
distractedly before he can recall the amount — it is not fair 
to interrupt one's work for a little thing like money. 

On several occasions I have employed Mexicans side by 
side with Americans at the same work, against the advice 
of friends, who predicted racial feeling and the demoraliza^ 
tion of the regular men. The Americans were fine fellows, 
such as exist by millions in our country, and the Mexicans 
relatively the same. What was the result? Miguel became 
Mike; Pedro, Pete; Juan, Johnny. They held up their end 
manfully, so that more than one of my countrymen came 
to tell me privately that he had changed his opinion of 
Mexicans. They grew to understand the good-nature of 
our rougher ways, and worked well because it seemed the 
thing to do, where a man was measured by what he could 
accomplish. I even fancied at times that the Mexicans were 
not the only ones to profit by the mixture of races. No good 
American would confess that he had learned manners from 
a foreigner, but one felt vaguely an atmosphere of quieter 
courtesy and greater consideration. 

Both the Spanish and the Indians with whom they have 
intermarried are people of inherent good manners and of 
thoughtf ulness for the feelings of others. Traveling in Mex- 
ico one drifts into conversation with a chance acquaintance 
and asks him where he lives. ** In Guadalajara,'^ he replies, 
"on the street of Zaragoza; there you have your home." 
Perhaps one is walking with a Mexican and passes his place. 
"Is that your house?" one asks; and he answers, "No, it is 
yours." 

These are set forms, of course, mechanically spoken and 



Digitized by 



Google 



254 ^ THE HUMAN SIDE OF MEXICO 

not meant to be taken literally ; but I should hesitate to say 
that they are entirely without a basis of sincerity. We are 
too apt to sneer at such amenities, not realizing that to the 
Mexican there is no duty more sacred than that of hospi- 
tality. The poorest peon, with only a handful of com in 
his grass hut, will share it with a belated traveler who asks 
for shelter, and will sleep on the floor while the stranger en- 
joys the comfort of a bed. In such cases money is neither 
offered nor expected; if it is desired to tender a small gift 
in return for some unusual service, one is often obliged 
to invent diplomatic means of disguising the idea of 
compensation. 

A few years ago, in southern Mexico, I set out on a forty- 
mile ride to get money for the plantation pay-roll. The 
east was brightening as I passed the quarters; lights were 
appearing in one hut after another as the women began to 
work at their charcoal braziers, and I heard the patting of 
toriiUds and a sleepy hum of talk. Drowsy chidkens were 
waking, to flutter down from the trees. Beyond the pasture 
the trail led straight into the blank wall of the jun^e, above 
which the morning mist was rising in slow wreaths. 

Hour after hour I penetrated deeper into this tropical 
forest — the trail a tunnel, with soft decaying vegetation 
underfoot, and a dim roof of green. The enormous trunks 
of trees, shrouded in creepers and pale orchids, stood like 
columns seen by twilight in some ruined temple. My horse's 
feet made no sound. Strange little animals — sloths, ant- 
eaters, and coatis — walked slowly and noiselessly along 
the branches; small gray birds flitted silently from tree to 
tree, always just ahead. There was a sense of veiled watch- 
ing, oppressive and imreal as the atmosphere of a dream — 
one felt that it would be dangerous to whistle, even to speak 
above a whisper. 

At last, as I reached the edge of a forgotten clearing, I 
realized that something more than imagination was at f ault» 
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for my head was throbbing painfully and I felt the cold 
touch of a malarial chill. 

I got off my horse and spent a bad thirty minutes beside 
the trail, shivering and half delirious, until an old woman 
came hobbling up in great concern. There were no men at 
her hut, but she would lead the horse if I could walk — 
Come, it was only five minutes away. 

My chill developed into a brisk attack of pernicious fever; 
for two weeks I lay on a mat under kind old Maria's grass- 
thatched roof. There was no quinine, but she took delight 
in compounding certain doubtful brews which I was too 
weak to refuse. She was poor: there was not even a dog 
about the place, for dogs must eat. Her one possession was 
a pig, the very apple of her eye, christened Nardso after a 
departed son. Had he looked in a pool, Nardso would 
scarcely have fallen in love with his own image, but in the 
eyes of his mistress he was perfect. His mate, she informed 
me, had been killed by a jaguar. 

As I grew stronger, I began to think of my departure. 
EjQowing that she would take no pay for what was a com- 
mon duty, I cast about for a way to save her face and yet 
make fair recompense for all that she had done. The idea 
came one morning as I lay on my mat, watching Narciso 
trot pensively from the jimgle in answer to Maria's shrill 
summons. 

''I have a favor to ask of you," I said, when the day of 
parting came. " It is evident, to one in sympathy with pigs, 
that Narciso feels the absence of his companion. It would re- 
lieve my mind to know that he was not lonely, so please take 
these twenty pesos and provide him with a fitting mate." . 

In Latin-America these Httle courtesies have their part 
in business — the Mexican wiD often pay a greater price 
in order to deal with a man whose manners and personality 
inspire confidence. Our salesmen complain of the slowness 
pf doing business in Mexico, not realizing that it is because 
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the native likes to have a thorough knowledge of the man 
with whom he is dealing. The type we call "a good talker/' 
or '*a quick closer/' is out of place in the southern repub- 
lics* where the quiet and well-bred man, who conforms to 
native customs, mails home the largest orders. 

In the past, we have taken as little pains to understand 
the character and customs of the Mexicans, as to study their 
commercial needs. I shall not forget the case of a Mexican 
neighbor who had been considering the installation of a 
large plant for the treatment of coffee, and finally placed 
his order with the representative of an American manufac- 
turer. Of the various bids received, the successful one was 
by no means the lowest: it was accepted mainly because of 
the good-breeding and pleasant manners of the young 
American who had often visited the home of Don Enrique. 

The planter had been careful to explain that no single 
piece or casting must weigh over three hundred pounds — 
the old story of mule transport. It was a sad day for him 
when the machinery was unloaded at the nearest railway 
point : the packing was wretched, with several cases broken, 
and a number of parts weighed far in excess of the limit. 
The planter was almost too patieni and good-natured over 
the affair. Gangs of peons succeeded in carrying everything 
except the steam-engine to the plantation. The engine had 
a fly-wheel weighing twelve hundred pounds, and even this, 
by superhuman efforts, they managed to roll fifteen miles 
over the mountain trails. Finally, at the top of one of the 
huge misty gorges which scar the flanks of Orizaba, it broke 
away and went bounding and crashing down two thousand 
feet, to lie forever in the bed of a moimtain stream. 

The Mexican is a lover of formality, both in manners and 
in dress. Ekxrentridty' is not understood whero one is judged 
largely by external things. Each man dresses according to 
his station: it is unthinkable that a well-to-do man would 
wear a straw sombrero or carry a sarape; the peons would be 
the first to jeer at him* 
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In the state of Oaxaca there used to be an Englishman 
who had married a Mexican lady of the upper class — a 
charming woman, educated abroad and very popular among 
the foreign residents. He was an excellent f ellow, a hard 
worker who did not believe in riding to the cane-fields 
dressed as Sibotdevardier. It was one of our amusements to 
hear his wife upbraid him for looking like a cane-cutter; she 
could never understand his hatred of good clothes in the 
daytime. 

This couple illustrated another difference in point of 
view» a small things but curiously indicative of the mental 
gulf which separates us from Latin- America. Dofia Lola, 
in conunon with most of her countrywomen, was a great 
lover of pets, on which she lavished an almost foolish amount 
of tenderness and care. Her husband used to curse softly as 
he undamped a parrot from the hat-rack, or discovered a 
tame oscelot asleep in his chair. A genuine horseman and 
lover of horses, he foimd it impossible to comprehend her 
tenderness for pets, coupled with a complete indifference to 
the feelings of domestic animals. On our rides together I 
have seen him bite his Up to keep down angry words at sight 
of the blood dripping from the flanks of his wife's horse. 

The Mexican inherits this cruelty to domestic beasts from 
both the Spaniard and the Indian, and his superstitions 
may be traced to the same double source. Few countries 
are richer in strange beUef s than Mexico, where witches as- 
sume the eyes of cats and flit throu^ the night on vam- 
pire's wings, where a brisk business is done in love-potions, 
and where candle-flames still point the way to buried 
treasure. Religion and superstition are closely linked, as is 
shown in the fear of the ^osts of unbaptized children, who 
wail along the fence that bars the way to consecrated 
ground. To the Mexican, religion is very real; heaven and 
hell actual places to be avoided or attained according to 
one's life. His is not an intellectual creed, but a thing of 
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pure faith, which answers the purpose just as well. There 
18 a Celtic tinge in this attitude toward religion and the 
supernatural — the same faith, the same melancholy, the 
same half-heathen superstition. Perhaps there are other 
affinities between the races: certainly no one can fail to re- 
mark how well an Irishman gets on in Mexico. 

A prospector I used to Imow was camped on the Gulf 
coast of Lower Calilomia, and one night a ragged white 
man appeared at the fireside, asking for water. Announcing 
in a rich brogue that he was a deserter from a whaling ves- 
sel, he iiiquired the way to the nearest village. My friend 
told him there was a Httle plaza forty miles inland, and of- 
fered to show him the way if he would wait two or three 
days. The Irishman was impatient, however, and in spite 
of the other's warning that it was almost certain death to 
attempt the trip without water, he started off at daybreak. 
Three days later the prospector rode into Rosarito, mildly 
sorry for the poor madman who traveled Mexico without a 
word of Spanish, and was probably dead of thirst, some- 
where in the sandhills. The village had a gala air; from the 
cantina came the scraping of fiddles and the shuffle of dan- 
cers' feet. Troops of people were passing in and out of the 
largest house in town, and as the prospector drew near, who 
should appear in the doorway but the Irish wanderer, gor^ 
geously arrayed, and leading a dusky but blushing young 
woman. 

*'It's welcome you are," he said proudly, "and glad I am 
toseeyouonmeweddin'day. Let me introduce you to my 
wife." 

In the human qualities which all dviUzations have ad- 
mired, I do not believe the Mexican will be found wanting. 
He has plenty of physical courage : given the right leader, he 
makes a very passable soldier. His moral courage is not yet 
equal to that of the European races, for men fear the things 
thegr do not understand, and only education bi;ings under- 
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standing. In commercial dealings I have found the Mexican* 
with few exceptions, honorable. This applies to the more 
educated classes; the others are upright in important mat- 
ters, but inclined to small prevarication and thievery. Your 
house servant — a faithful fellow, perhaps, who would risk 
his life for you in an emergency — is apt to make raids on 
your cigars. If you catch him red-handed, you will be wise 
to scold him half-laughingly , for the privilege of outwitting 
you in small ways is one of his compensations for being a 
servant — almost a servant's prerogative. The Mexican 
conception of personal honor differs oddly from ours. 
Strike an American, and he will fight, but you may be 
friends again; call him a liar or by any opprobrious name, 
and you have made an enemy. Almost any verbal offense 
can be patched up with a Mexican, but strike him in a mo- 
ment of anger, and he will never forget. 

The quahty of charity is nowhere more universal than in 
Mexico. In the peon's hut, when the family sits down to the 
scanty meal, there is always room for one more at the table 
— the thought of turning away the needy never enters 
their minds. Tramps are unknown; there is always a rela^- 
tive or compadre who will help out in time of trouble. like 
charity, love and respect for parents are inherent in the 
race : tiie Mexican who has received a mortal wound does not 
call upon God: he whispers pathetica%, "Mama!" 

There is good in the Mexican people, in spite of nine years 
of turmoil and excess. In the old days the country was in 
the hands of a few hereditary aristocrats, many of them 
thoughtful men, who realized their responsibilities and cared 
for the people by whose labor they profited. Then came 
Diaz. He established a few schools, and his political system 
gave birth to a middle class from which it became possible 
to step into the class of landlords. Such parveniis^ with no 
conception of the responsibilities their position entailed, 
spent their time at the capital, leaving the management of 
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their estates to men who were paid in proportion to the in- 
come they were able to wring from the unfortunate tenants 
and laborers. It is an old story, and the result was in- 
evitable; the Mexicans are struggling blindly, but they 
are struggling to remedy conditions which had become 
intolerable. 

I shall always remember a visit I paid my friend Don 
Bias, a few weeks before the outbreak of the Madero revo- 
lution. His plantation, the Hacienda Tlalocan, lies among 
the tropical foothills of Orizaba, and was in those days a 
charming example of the old benevolent paternalism — 
now gone forever. Six generations of the family had lived 
like kings among the full-blooded Aztecs, speaking their 
language, and knowing them as few educated men will 
again. The house was built of plastered stone, with roofs 
of tile. Gates of native wrought-iron work gave on the 
cobbled patio, three hundred feet long and a hundred wide, 
where a fountain played and girls poined water into jars, 
lingering to laugh and pass the time of day. Near the gate 
was the general store and canteen, and along the arched gal- 
leries one found representatives of the useful trades: sad- 
dler, blacksmith, butcher, baker, and dipper of taQow 
candles. 

It was Satittday evening. The bookkeeper had moved 
his desk out into the court and was paying off. Don Bias 
and I stood nearby, watching the people file in. The book- 
keeper spoke Aztec with fascinating ease, reading to each 
man the total of his earnings for the week as well as the 
amount of his purchases at the store, and handing him the 
balance in silver coin. Mutual trust made the transaction 
perfimctory; the Indians were as Httle likely to suspect 
Don Bias as he to take advantage of their confidence. Each 
worker, before he tinned to the canteen for his aguardiente, 
took off his hat, bowed, and raised Don Bias's hand to his 
lips. Smile if you will; I assiure you there was nothing servile 
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in what was simply the greeting of friends — one small, the 
other great» but friends nevertheless. 

When the last Indian had been paid, a young woman 
came and stood before us, awaiting permission to speak. 
Two men were loimging near the gate, one holding a rope 
which bound the other's arms; they chatted together 
pleasantly, the guard helping his prisoner to Ught a com* 
husk cigarette. Don Bias nodded and the woman broke 
into a flood of swift speech, the words merging sibilantly, 
musical with lingual sounds. Strange to think that here in 
the twentieth century one heard the old NaJmaUaioUi, — 
the language of Montezuma, — scarcely changed in the 
long years since Cortez first marched inland from the coast! 
The woman grew more vehement, made motions of tearing 
off her cotton huvpU^ and pointed to her back and shoulders. 
Finally, with a stamp of her foot, she tinned accusingly 
toward the prisoner, who shifted about uneasily and did not 
meet her eyes. Don Bias spoke soothingly in Aztec. 

"This woman," he said to me with a chuckle, " is the wife 
of Juan Elotlan yonder — he has been beating her. You 
have heard how she talks; one can scarcely blame him, eh? 
She had the a2^^t£as^ tie him up and wants me to punish him. 
Whatshallldo?** 

I shook my head; I am no Solomon. Don Bias thought 
for a moment. 

"listen, thou," he told the guard in Spanish; "give the 
woman a strap and let her beat Juan until she is content." 

Eblf an hour later I saw the pair shuffling homeward: it 
was evident that neither bore a grudge. 

We dined that night in the family dining-room. The 
furniture of native mahogany, hand-carved a century or 
two before, was beautiful beyond price. Don Bias sat at the 
head of the table, a dear-eyed man of sixty, straight and 
slender, bearded like a caliph of the Moors. Felipe, the su- 
perintendent, came in after we were seated and slipped into 
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a chair opposite my host. Qnoe or twice during the mieal I 
spoke to him, but got no ans?rer save a courteous yes or no. 
When he had finished, he rose, stood behind his chair, and 
bowed. Don Bias glanced up with a careless nod; Felipe 
bowed again and left the room. 

When I expressed interest in the old-time customs of the 
place, my host shook his head a little sadliy. 

"In a few years it will be gone,'' he said; "the old life 
ends with my generation. My son does not care to live here 
— he prefers the animation of the capital. Therehehashis 
horses, his motors, his friends at the Jockey Club. There b 
mon^ enough; why should he not live the life he enjoys? 
As for me, I am a countiyman, I like to hear the birds sing, 
to ride through the damp forest at sunrise. But sometimes 
I fear for my people; the little Indians need one who under- 
stands, to look after them. On any street-comer in Mexico 
one may hear whispers of the change to come. Our future 
depends on you Americans of the north, and all Latin- 
America will be watching. Let us hope that in those tiying 
days you will deal with us tolerantly — making an effort to 
see the good which exists in the Mexican people." 

Don Bias was an educated and a thoughtful man. As I 
think of his words, a more recent incident comes to mind. 
It was at the ranch of a border cattleman. We had come in 
at dusk, leaving our horses in the corral. Walking toward 
the house, we met the Mexican chore-boy, a pleasant-faced 
lad, fresh from Sonora. The cattleman stopped him and 
pointed to the corral. 

"You vamos down yonder,** he ordered, "and drive them 
cabaUos over to the creek for a drink. Pronio now! ** 

The boy listened respectfully, his intelligent eyes bright 
with the striving to understand. Finally he shook his head. 

"No entiendo, seflor,** he said. 

Hie American looked at me in disgust. 

"Can you beat it?** he remarked; "that Meadcan don't 
even understand his own language! " 
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WITH ABMY ANTS "SOMEWHERE" 
IN THE JUNGLE 

WHiUAM BEEBE 

Pit number five had become a shambles. Nmnber five 
was one of a series of holes dug along the Convict Trail to 
entrap unwary walkers of the night — walkers or hoppers, 
for frogs and toads of strange tropical sorts were the most 
frequent victims. It was dug wide and deep on the slope of 
an ancient dune of pure white sand, a dime deep hidden in 
the Guiana jungle, which had not heard the rush and slither 
of breaking waves for centuries untold. All around this 
quiet glade was an almost pure culture of young cecropia . 
trees. Day after day the pit had entrapped bigbeetles,rarely 
a mouse of some unknown species, more frequently a frog. 

Now I stood on the brim, locked at an unexpected sight. 
A horde of those Huns of the jungle, army ants, had made 
their drive directly across the glade, and scores of fleeing 
insects and other creatures had fallen headlong into this 
deep pit. From my man's height it was adreadfulencounter, 
butH^uatting near the edge of it became even more terrible; 
and when I flattened myself on the sand and began to dis- 
tinguish individuals and perceive the details from an ant's 
point of view, I realized the full horror and irresistibility of 
an assault by these ants. 

One is not strongly affected by the dying struggles of a 
single grasshopper captined by a cuckoo or flycatcher. An 
individual roach being torn to pieces moves one but slightly. 
A batrachian, however, has more claim on our emotions, 
and my sympathy went out to a small, sandy-white frog 
who was making a brave fight for his life. The pit was alive 
with a host of the army ants, and wherever the little frog 
hopped, some soldier or heavy-jawed worker soon found 
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him and sank jaws into his soft skin. With frantic scratch- 
ing the frog would brush it off and leap again, only to be 
again attacked. The most horrible thing about these ants 
is their leaping ability. Thehopof abirdorthejumpof a 
toad when going about their usual business of life» if we 
think of it at all, is only amusing. But the sudden leap of a 
bulldog or tarantula, and the corresponding vicious attack 
of these ants, is particularly appalling. I saw a soldier leap 
a full inch and a half toward the landing thud of the frog 
and bite and sting at the instant of contact. I did not dare 
go into the pit. No warm-blooded creature could have stood 
the torture for more than a few seconds. So I opened my 
umbrella and, reaching down, scooped up the sand-colored 
frog. A half-dozen ants came up in the same instrument, 
but I evaded them and tied up the tormented batraduan 
in my handkerchief. 

My next glance into the pit showed a large toad, squatted 
on a small sheU of sand, dose to the edge of a crowded col- 
umn of ants. He was a rough old chap, covered with warts 
and corrugations, and pigmented in dark gray, with mot- 
tUngs of chocolate and duU red and occasional glints of gold. 
He was crouched flat, with all his fingers and toes tucked in 
beneath him. His head was drawn in, his eyes dosed, and 
all his exposed surface was sticky with his acid perspiration 
' — the sweat of fear. He knew his danger, — of that there 
was no doubt, — and he was apparently aware of the fact 
that he could not escape. Resignedly he had settled on the 
very line of traffic of the deadly foe, after intrenching him- 
self and summoning to his aid all the defenses with which 
nature had endowed him. And he was winning out — the 
first vertebrate I have ever known to withstand the army 
ants. For a few minutes he would be ignored and his sides 
would vibrate as he breathed with feverish rapidity. Then 
two or three ants would run toward him, play upon him 
with their antennse, and examine him suspidously. Dur- 
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ing this time he was immovable. Even when a soldier sank 
his mandibles deep into the roughened skin and wrenched 
yicionsly, the toad never moved. He might have been a 
parti-colored pebble embedded in its matrix of sand. Once, 
when three bit him simultaneously, he winced, and the 
whitish, acrid juice oozed from his pores. Usually the ants 
were content with merely examining him. I left him when 
I saw that he was in no immediate danger. 

One other creature was quiescent in tiie pit and yet lived : 
a big, brown, hard-backed millipede. like the frog, he fully 
realized his danger and had sunk his bulk partly into the 
sand, bending down head and tail and presenting only 
mailed segments. A mob of ants were trying vainly to bite 
their way into this organic citadel. 

For the dozens of grasshoppers, crickets, roaches, beetles, 
spiders, ants, and harvest men, there was no escape. One 
daddy-long-legs did a pitiful dance of death. Supported on 
his eight long legs, he stood high out of reach of his assail- 
ants. He was balanced so exactly that the instant a feeling 
antenna touched a leg, he would lift it out of reach. Even 
when two or three were simultaneously threatened, he 
raised them, and at one time stood perfectly balanced on 
four legs, other four waving in air. But his 2:i9m0< came with 
a concerted rush of half a dozen ants, which overbore him, 
and in a fraction of time his body, with two long legs trail- 
ing behind, was straddled by a small worker and borne 
rapidly away. 

I now flattened myself on an antless area at the edge of 
the pit and studied the field of battle. In another half-hour 
the massacre was almost over. Five double, or often quad- 
ruple, columns were formed up the sandy cliffs, and the ter- 
rific labor of carrying out the dead victims began. The pit 
was five feet deep, with perfectly straight sides, which at 
the rim had been gutted by the rain, so that they actually 
overhung. Yet the ants which had half-climbed, half- 
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tumbled and rolled their way to the bottom in the wake of 
their victims, now set themsdves to solving the problem of 
surmounting these cli£Es of loose, crumbling grains, dragging 
loads which, in most cases, were much heavier than them- 
selves. Imagine a gang of men set to carrying bundles of 
one to two himdred poimds up perpendicular cliffs twelve 
hundred feet in height, and the task of the army ants is 
made more vivid. So swiftly did they work and so con- 
stantly shift their formations and methods of meeting and 
surmounting difficulties, that I felt as I used when looking 
at a three-ring circus. I could perceive and record only a 
small part of the ingenious devices and the mutual assist- 
ance and sharing of the complicated conditions which arose 
at every step. 

Among the frightened victims, even for those endowed 
with excellent ^esight and powerful flight, there was only 
hopeless confusion and blind terror. Instead of directing 
their flight upward, they drove from side to side. Those 
whose leaps should have carried them out, simply kicked 
out blindly and brought up against the sandy walls. If 
leaf-cutting ants had been at work here, there would have 
been a certain amount of co5peration. Certain ones would 
have cut leaves, other individuals would have picked them 
up and transported them. But with the army ants this mu- 
tual assistance was sublimated, developed to a quintessence 
of excellence. If I, seated on the rim, overlooking the whole, 
had been an all-powerful spirit, gifted with the ability to 
guide by thought simultaneously all the ants within sight, 
such guidance could not have bettered the cunning codperar 
tion, the unexpectedly clever anticipation of trouble, the 
marvelous singleness of purpose and manifold effectiveness 
exhibited by these astoimding creatures. 

First, as to the personnel of the army ants. Roughly I 
divided them into two categories, white-heads and black- 
heads. The latter were by far the more numerous and, as a 

uigrazea oy vjiOOvJlC 



«<SOMEWHEBE" JN THE JUNGLE 967 

rule, were smaller, with less powerful jaws. But this did 
not mean that the white-heads were aU soldiers. Most of 
them»indeed» were the hardest workers. Between the great 
extremes of size in each of these two types, there seemed 
to exist only a difference of degree. The smallest black-head 
laborers, only a little more than one fifth of an inch long, 
did their bit, flew like bull pups at any prey which showed 
signs of life, and staggered bravely along with any piece of 
loot which their short legs could straddle. 

The white-heads, twice as large, were the strong men of 
the community, putting all their activity into the labor, 
shouldering, pushing, dragging, lifting, singly or in unison. 
These persons had powerful jaws, but jaws which were 
stout and sdssor-edged. The largest of the white-heads 
were armed with reaping-hooks, long inwardly pronged 
jaws, curved like the tushes of, ancient mammoths, too 
specialized for carrying loads, but well adapted for defense 
of the most powerful character. Yet, as we shall see, even 
these were not too proud to work, when occasion demanded 
it. But their jaws were so enormous that they had to carry 
themselves very erect, and th^ could not make quite as 
good time as the other castes. 

All had reddish-brown abdomens, with darker thoraxes 
and white or black heads. These heads bulged on each side 
like the domes of observatories. Exactly in the centre of 
each dome, looking like the jet-black head of a tiny pin, was 
the single remaining facet of the ^e, the d^enerate residue 
of the himdreds which were present in their ancestors, and 
which the perfect males and females still possess and look 
through. Even this single eye is a sham, for its optic nerve 
dies out before the brain ganglion is reached ; so we come to 
the astoimding realization that these ants are totally blind, 
and carry on fdl their activities through the sense or senses 
residing in those marvelous quivering antennse. Here are 
beings spending all their lives in ceaseless changing actiyi-* 
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ties, meeting and coping with constantly new conditions, 
yet wholly blind. Their sense of smell dominates their 
judgment of substance, and the moment an army ant 
reached my moccasin he sank jaws and sting deep into the 
fabric as instinctively and instantly as when he executed 
the same manoeuvres more effectively on my hand. 

Keeping this handicap in mind, the achievements of these 
little creatures assumed a still greater significance, and with 
renewed interest and appreciation I again surveyed the 
scene in the amphitheatre before me. When the majority of 
the pit victims had been slain, the process of carrying them 
up to the surface began. The hordes of ravening ants re- 
solved themselves, as I have said, into five distinct columns 
of traffic which, inch by inch, fought for a footing up three 
of the four sides. 

Half of the bottom of the pit was a sort of flat table-land 
several inches higher than the rest, and the first thing the 
ants did was to carry all their booty to this steppe, in pieces 
or bodily, some of the unfortunate creatures still protesting 
weakly as they were dragged along. In fifteen minutes the 
lowest part of the pit bottom was deserted, and after much 
hesitation I vaulted down and found a footing reasonably 
safe from attack. 

Two traffic columns had already reached the summit, and 
the others were forging rapidly ahead. All used a similar 
method of advance. A group of mixed castes led the way, 
acting as scouts, sappers, and miners. They searched out 
every slope, every helpful step or shelf of sand. They took 
advantage of every hurdle of white grass-roots as a welcome 
grip which would bind the shifting sand grains. Now and 
then they had to cross a bare, barren slope with no natural 
advantages. Behind them pressed a motley throng, some 
stiU obsessed with the sapper instinct, widening the trail, 
tumbling down loose, dangerous grains. Some bore the 
first-fruits of victory, small ants and roaches which had 
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been the first to succumb. These were carried by one, or at 
most by two ants, usually with the pr^ held in the jaws 
dose beneath the body, the legs or hinder-part trailing 
behind. In this straddling fashion the burden was borne 
rapidly along, an opposite method from the overhead wav* 
ing banners of the leaf-cutters. 

With these came a crowd of workers, both white- and 
black-headed, and soldiers, all empty-jawed, active, but 
taking no part in the actual preparation of the trail. This 
second cohort or brigade had, it seemed to me, the most 
remarkable functions of any of the ants which I saw during 
my whole period of observation. They were the living im- 
plements of trail-making, and their ultimate functions and 
distribution were so astounding, so correlated, so synchro- 
nized with the activities of all the others that it was difficult 
not to postulate an all-pervading intelligence, to think of 
these hundreds and thousands of organisms as other than 
corpuscles in a dynamic stream of life, controlled by some 
single, outside mind. 

Here, then, were scores of ants scrambling up the steep 
uneven sides, over ground which they had never explored, 
with unknown obstacles confronting them at every step. 
To the eye they were ants of assorted sizes, but as they ad- 
vanced, numbers fell out here and there and remained be- 
hind. Thismobconsistedofpotentialcordufoy,rope-bridges, 
props, hand-rails, lattices, screens, fillers, stiles, ladders, 
and other unnamable adjuncts to the successful scaling of 
these apparently impregnable cliffs. If a stratum of hard 
sand appeared, on which no impression could be made, a 
line of ants strung themselves out, each elaborately fixing 
him3elf fast by means of jaws and feet. From that moment 
his feverish activity left him: he became a fixture, a single 
unit of a swaying bridge over a chasm; a beam, an organic 
plank, over whidi his fellows tramped by hundreds, some 
empty, some heavily laden. If a sudden ascent had to be 
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made, one ant joined himself to others to form a hitnging 
ladder, up which the cohmms climbed, partly braced against 
the sandy wall. 

At micertain, miguarded turns a huge soldier would take 
up his station, with as many functions and duties as a mem- 
ber of the Broadway traffic squad. Stray, wandering ants 
would be set right by a single twiddle of antennae; an over- 
burdened brother would be given a helping jaw and assisted 
for some distance to the end of his beat. I was especially 
interested in seeing, again and again, this willingness to help 
bear the burdens. It showed the remains of an instinct, in- 
hibited by over-development, by ultra-specialization of 
fighting paraphernalia, still active when opportunity gave it 
play. At the first hint, by sound or smell, of danger, the big 
soldier whirled outward and, rearing high on his legs, bran- 
dished his mighty blades in mid-air. Here was an ideal 
pacifist, who could turn his sword into a ploughshare at 
will, and yet keep the former unsheathed for instant use. 

When I watched more closely, I detected more delicate 
gradations of mutual aid. At the same level in two columns 
of ascent, the same stratum of hard sand was encountered. 
To one columnn the sand presented a rough surface which 
gave good foothold. Here the single line of ants which was 
ranged along the lower edge of the trail, in lieu of hand-rail, 
all faced downward, so that the ants passing above them 
walked partly on the abdomens and partly on the hind legs 
of their fellows. In the second column, the surface of the 
sand was smooth, and here the burdened ants found great 
difficulty in obtaining a foothold. In this instance the sup- 
porting gang of ants faced upward, keeping their place 
solely by their six sturdy legs. This left head and jaws free, 
and in almost every case they helped the passage of the 
booty by a system of passing from jaw to jaw, like a line of 
people handing buckets at a fire. The rightful carriers gave 
up their loads temporarily and devoted their attention to 
their own precarious footing. 
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I learned as much from the failures of this particular 
formation as from its successes. Once a great segment of a 
wood-roach was too much for the gallant line clinging to the 
sides of the pit, and the whole load broke loose and rolled 
to the bottom. Of the hand-rail squad only two ants re- 
mained. Yet in four minutes another line was formed of 
fresh ants, — ants who had never been to the spot before, 
— and again the traffic was uninterrupted. I saw one ant 
deliberately drop his burden, letting it bounce and roll far 
down to the bottom of the pit, and instantly take his place 
in the line of living guard-rails. The former constituents of 
the line had dimg to the roach segment through all its wild 
descent, and until it came to rest at the bottom. Without 
a moment's pause, they all attacked it as if they thought it 
had come to life, then seized it and began tugging it upward. 
In a fraction of time, without signal or suggestion or order, 
the hand-rails had become porters. The huge piece of 
provender had rolled dose to an ascending column on the 
opposite side of the pit, and up this new trail the bearers 
started, pulling and pushing in unison, as if they had been 
droghers and nothing else throughout the whole of their 
ant-existence. 

One climax of mutual assistance occurred near the rim 
of the pit on a level with my eyes, where one column passed 
over a surface which had been undermined by heavy rain, 
and which actually overhung. I watched the overcoming of 
this obstacle. All the ants which attempted to make their 
way up at this point lost their footing and rolled headlong 
to the bottom. By superformicine exertions a single small 
worker at last won a path to the rim at the top. Aroimd the 
edge of the pit innimierable ants were constantly running,, 
trying, on their part, to find a way down. The single ant 
communicated at once with all which came past, and with- 
out hesitation a mass of the insects formed at this spot and 
began to work downward. This could be done only by 
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dinging one to the other; but more and more clambered 
down this living ladder, until it swayed far out over the 
vastness of the pit, three inches in length. I had never 
lost sight of the small worker, who had turned on his tracks 
and was now near the bottom of the ladder, reaching 
wildly out for some support — ant, grass, or sand. I was 
astonished to see that, as the length and consequent weight 
of the dangling chain increased, the base support was cor- 
respondin^y strengthened. Ant after ant settled itself 
firmly on the sand at the top, until a mat of insects had 
been formed, spread out like animate guy-ropes. 

At last the ultimate ant in the rope touched the upraised 
jaws of a soldier far below. The contact acted like an elec- 
tric shock. The farthest ant in the guy-rope gang qui vered 
with emotion, a crowd of ants climbed down and another 
up, and bits of insect and spider prey began to appear from 
the depths of the pit, over the living carpet suspended from 
thebrim. For an inch the droghers climbed over the bodies 
braced against the diff. Then, where the surface became 
smooth, the dangling chain came into use. Before the rim 
of the pit was reached, the chain had become a veritable 
hollow tube of ants, all with heads inward, and through this 
organic shaft passed the host from the ascending column. 
But it was far more than any mechanically built tube. 
When an extra large piece of loot came up, the tube volun- 
tarily enlarged, the swelling passing along until the booty 
and its bearers emerged at the top. 

Within five minutes after this last column was completed, 
there passed over it, out of the pit, a daddy-long-legs with 
legs trailing, perhaps the same one which I had seen in the 
tragic little dance of death. There followed two silveiy- 
gray ants, a wood-roach in two installments, part of a small 
frog, three roaches, and two beetles. These latter gave a 
great deal of trouble and tumbled down the diff again and 
agauL 
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When all the columns were established and the provision 
trains in full movement, I leaped out and scouted round for 
the rest of the army. I found that the pit was only an inci- 
dent. In all directions lines of ants poured past, carrying 
booty of all sizes and descriptions. Here and there the huge 
soldiers walked slowly along the outskirts, directing strag- 
glers, looking for danger, snapping at any roach or strange 
ant which rushed frantically by, and holding it until it was 
carried ofiE by nearby workers. 

I followed a column over logs and leaves to where it 
ascended a cecropia tree. A harvest of small arboreal in- 
sects was being gleaned high overhead. As I watched, there 
came a heavy downpour of rain, a typical shower of the 
tropics, with a scattering of heavy drops out of the full sun- 
shine and then a sudden clouding and a straight deluge for 
a few minutes. The reaction of the ants was interesting. 
They did not like the water, and it was comical to see them 
tumble over one another to get under shelter. lake the 
doorways of city shops in a shower, every curled-up leaf 
was packed, and from every crevice of bark projected sun- 
dry abdomens and hind l^s for which there was no room 
inside. When the bearer of a large bag of booty found a con- 
venient comer, he backed into it and left his meat sticking 
out in the rain. 

After the shower all came forth at full speed, but for some 
minutes there was considerable confusion. The sluice of 
water had evidently washed away much of the scent which 
stood for guide-posts, directing signs, and pointing hands 
along the trail. Only after many false starts were the old 
pathways discovered and again traversed. In one place the 
ants climbed a huge log and marched along the top for six 
or seven yards. I timed them carefuUy and found that on 
this straightaway track their average speed was two and a 
half feet in ten seconds. So they covered a mile in three 
hours and a half, and in all the army ants I have ever 
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watched this rate of speed never slackens; in fact, it fre- 
quently greatly increases. When hot on the scent of prey 
th^ double their usual gait. 

'Diere are as many ludicrous sights to be seen in the ranks 
of army ants as there are among the banner-decked pro- 
cessionsoftheleaf-cutters. Along the tree-trunk track came 
three big white-heads straddling an inch-worm — in thb 
case an inch-and-arhalf worm. They leaned forward and 
downward, the heads of those behind overlapping the ab- 
domens in front, and they looked for all the world like the 
riders of an old-fashioned three-seated bicyde, spurting 
along the trail. Another simile, even more vivid, evoked 
the vision of some wdrdly constructed^ elongated myriopod 
withfour-and-twentyl^s. After a hard fight, in the course 
of which I was stung twice, I unseated the trio and took the 
measuring worm away from them. As I lifted it from where 
it had fallen, at least fifty ants hurled themselves at 
the spot, jaws snapping, trembling with violent rage. I 
walked ten feet away and dropped the worm in the midst of 
another column, and within an equal number of seconds 
three new white-heads had mounted it and were hustling it 
along — the replicas in appearance and method of the first 
team. 

Many species of stranger ants were killed and carried off 
as food, but now and then I noted a most significant ex- 
ception. In three different parts of the glade I saw good- 
sized, pale, flesh-colored ants which walked unharmed in 
the very ranks of the terrible host. Unharmed th^ were, 
but not wholly above suspicion, and their progress was not 
an easy one. For every unburdened ant whichpassedleaped 
at the pale one, antennsed it fiercdy for a moment and re- 
luctantly released it. One could read their indecision as 
they slowly loosened their hold, turning again and again 
and waving their antennae as if to make sure that it was 
not better to act on their suspicion and slay at once. Fin- 
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ally,theyalways passed on. The pale ones had somestrange 
maudible password, some sensory parole which protected 
them. And their total lack of fear showed thei^ knowledge 
of their immunity. Even with the added sense of sight 
which they possessed, they chose voluntarily to accept this 
dubious, reluctantly accorded friendship. But it was prob- 
able that, even if they lived in the very community or nest 
of the army ants, theirs was the hard-earned dependence of 
neutrals who were liable to be knocked down at a moment's 
notice, and searched for any strange, inimical scent which 
would spell instant death. 

In one place the army column made a slight detour round 
a hillock of sand-grains upon which a host of tiny brown 
ants were laboring. I thought it remarkable that such im- 
munity should be accorded these dwarfs, and I sought the 
reason. It was forthcoming at once when I gingerly lifted 
a big soldier with the forceps and dropped him on the ant- 
hilL What occurred was a replica of the usual army-ant 
scene, but enacted as if viewed through the large end of an 
operarglass. Scores of the minute brown chaps rushed forth 
and for a moment fairly overbore the white-headed giant. 
Indeed, before he could recover he was dragged partly 
down a sandy hole. His jaws brandished and champed, but 
his assailants were so small that they slipped throi^ them 
unharmed. Many actually seized the jaws themselves and 
were hurled through the air as these snapped together. Re- 
gaining his feet, the great army ant staggered off and, for- 
tunately for him, rolled down a slope into another column 
ofhisownkind. Here he freed himself little by little, scrap- 
ing off the minute fighting browns with the help of two very 
small workers, whose jaws, being much less in size, were 
better able to grip the diminutive furies. Their assistance 
was half-hearted, and the odor of the dead and dying pyg- 
mies was distinctly disliked by them. They were apparently 
well aware of the capabilities of these small cousins, and 
held them in high respect. 
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This outburst of successful defense on the part of the 
small ants was unexpected. I glanced back at their hill and 
saw them unconcernedly piling up grains as if nothing had 
occurred to disturb them. I wondered if, with senses per- 
fectly attuned, with an enlarging-glass ability of observa- 
tion, one might not find stilllessercommunities which would 
in their turn consider the little brown ants as giants, and 
on the space of a pin's head attack them and fly at their 
throats. 

A species of silvery-gray ant which was abundant in the 
glade was an object of special enmity, and even after one of 
these was killed and being carried along, passing army ants 
would rush up and give it a vicious, unnecessary nip. One 
such ant made its escape from the hold of a small worker; 
but before it had taken ten steps it was actually buried un- 
der a rolling mass of army ants. The flying leap with which 
these athletes make their tackle would delight the heart'of 
any football coach, although their succeeding activities be- 
long rather to savage warfare. Termites, or so-called white 
ants, are, curiously enough, immune from attack:\ Yet these 
slow-moving, fat-bodied creatures would se^n first-rate 
food, and the fight th^ could put up would not stand an in- 
stant before a concerted rush of battling army ants. The 
saving character is doubtless odor or taste. I dropped a 
tunnelful of these insects in the path of the army ants and 
they were quite ignored, although the black- and white- 
headed fellows were terribly angry and excited. 

I coveted a small beetle of peculiar pattern which theants 
were hurrying along, and in taking it from them I acci- 
dentally cut an army ant in two. His abdomen rolled down 
a small slope and caused considerable panic among his fel- 
lows. They formed a ring round it and waved their antennffi 
in mid-air, the scent of the blood of their own kind caus- 
ing them to forget hurry and burdens and their normal 
activities. The front jiart of the ant seemed but little incon- 
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venienoed and endeavored to seize and carry the load it had 
dropped. Little by little it began to realize that all was not 
right, and after one or two attempts to turn and investigate, 
it ran rapidly down the trail. I made a dab at it to put it 
out of what seems better called inconvenience than misery, 
but succeeded only in bisecting the thorax, so that there re- 
mained the head and front pair of legs. These lost nothing 
in activity, and by means of the single pair of legs the head 
rowed itself rapidly along, its antennae twiddling vigorously 
those of every ant it met. This was uncanny, a little too 
much, and I ground the fraction of ant to powder. 

One could study for hours the interactions among the 
army ants themselves. More than once I saw a good-sized 
ant transporting one of its fellows, exactly as it would carry 
a bit of booty. I tried to examine this ant, and to my sur- 
prise, both attacked me ferociously. The one which was 
carried was neither dead, ill, nor disabled, but very much 
alive. I cannot even suggest an explanation of this phe- 
nomenon,' as it did not seem an attempt to aid a comrade 
in distress. 

As dusk b^an to settle downri found a column of ants 
which must have discovered and sacked the dty of some 
stranger ants. Theywereladenwith ant-booty: eggs, larvse, 
and dead ants by the hundred. This was comprehensible, 
but what I did not at first understand was a dense line of 
ants moving solidly in one direction, all laden with large 
eggs and immature ants, which they were carrying with 
great care. A large number of the huge soldiers patrolled 
the outer flanks of the column, more than I had seen with 
all the other traffic lines together. I realized at last that I 
was looking at an actual moving of a portion of the army- 
ant household itself. It was guarded and transported with 
all the care of which these insects were capable. The in- 
fant ants rested safely in the great jaws, the same jaws 
which all day had heea busy slashing and biting and tear- 
ing» and carrying food for these same infants. 
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And now the tropical nij^t began to dose down and I 
made my way back to the sand-pit. The last of the columns 
were making their way out, systematically from the bottom 
up, each ant following in tiun. The moment the last bit of 
pr^ passed up the column, by some wonderf uUy delicate 
and subtle sense, every ant knew of it, and the corduroy 
rose, the hand-rails unjointed themselves, the ropes un- 
spliced, the embankments dislodged of thdr own volition, 
and stepping-stones took to themselves l^s. After hours of 
total inactivity, these sentient paraphernalia of the i?£a/or- 
mica became, once more, beings surcharged with ceaseless 
movement, alert and ready to become a useful cog in the 
next movement of this myriad-minded machine. I jumped 
down into the pit. The great gold-spotted toad stretched 
and scratched himself, looked at me, and trembled his 
throat. I was not an army ant! The millipede cautiously 
reared its head from the sand and felt timidly about. 

I looked out and saw the last of the mighty army disap- 
pearing into the undergrowth. I listened and heard no 
chirp of cricket, nor voice of any insect in the glade. Silence 
brooded, significant of wholesale death. Only at my feet 
two ants still moved, a small worker and a great white- 
headed soldier. Both had been badly disabled in the strug- 
gles in the pit, and now vainly sought to siurmount even the 
first step of the lofty cliff . Th^ had been ruthlessly de- 
serted. The rearing of new hosts was too easy a matter for 
nature to have eyolved anything like stretchers or a Bed 
Cross service among these social beings. The impotence of 
these two, struggling in the dusk, only emphasized the ter- 
rible vitality of their distant fellows. As the last twilight of 
day dimmed, I saw the twain still bravely striving, and now 
the toad was watching them intently. A poor-me-one 
called mournfully from a distance, and I walked slowly 
toward home. 
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MABY C. ROBINSON 

The Teachers' Convention is always in session. The sun 
never sets on its deliberations. It has been ever thus in this 
land of public schools. Whether you pull an old newspaper 
of anfe-befliim days out of the red chest in the garret or open 
the morning's issue, wet from the press, column to col- 
umn with the latest murder and the oldest joke, is an ac- 
count of the meeting of a body of educators, somewhere, 
everyrdiere, in this broad land. 

My way of life, from my youth up, has carried me an- 
nually, semi-annually, or even oftener, into such meetings, 
and I have been unable to escape observing that certain 
words of wisdom are uttered at each convention with the 
regularity and emphasis of a standard advertisement. 
They come from the mouths of different educators, great 
guns or small guns, indigenous or imported, in nearly the 
same form and to exactly the same purport. One of these 
oracular sayings is this : " The spirit of the dass exactly re- 
flects the spirit of the teaching." 

We teachers are told, not once but a hundred times, that 
a wise observer need only study briefly the class before us, 
— nay, some artless speakers say that the observer need 
only listen outside the door, — in ordqr to learn, without a 
glance at the teacher, whether she (the feminine pronoun 
in the educational world does duty for both sexes) is alert, 
enthusiastic, conscientious, hard-working, well-informed, 
and in vigorous health, or a dragged out, ignorant, soulless, 
and thoroughly unpedagogic specimen of the profession. 

At the tender age of sixteen, when I began my pedagogic 
career, I accepted without question this doctrijie and every- 
thing else that was thundered at me ea; co^Aedra. After ten 



Digitized by 



Google 



no wmcH CLASS? 

yean of teaching I believed no word of it; after ten years 
more I am moved to inquire, "Which class?'* 

For my work calls me either to teach or to superintend 
si^ different classes daily, and I find that each has an indi- 
viduality of its own. Gladly would I believe that some of 
these individualities are reflections of my own; but the 
unction is so flattering that my common sense refuses to 
lay it to my souL That same common sense — a quality 
which exists in embryo even in public-school teachers — 
also forbids me to imagine that other less delightful classes 
reflect the image of my own ^0. Doubtless my faults are 
many, and apparent to the most superficial beholder, but 
reason quails at regardingthem as exactly those faults which 
I discern in the happy-go-lucky band of young barbarians 
occasionally given me to train, who cannot be taught to 
speak the truth and already know how to shoot straight. 

Consider with me the various classes which are exposed 
to the contagion of my spirit during a typical day in my 
sdiool. My first duty is to supervise a room containing one 
hundred and ten young men and women between the ages 
of fourteen and nineteen, during a period of forty-two min-^ 
utes. (The missing three minutes are devoted to getting 
somewhere from somewhere else.) The entire one hundred 
and ten are solely and strenuously occupied in studying 
throughout this time. Whether I watch them severely from 
the desk or patrol the room with eagle gaze, nothing more 
disorderly happens than the whispered query of an indus- 
trious student, who thrusts a French book under my eyes 
and asks deprecatingly, " CotiJd you tell me whether 9a is a 
noun or a preposition?'* or that of another, no deprecator 
he, who demands offhand, "Please tell me the date when 
the Pentekosiomedinmi were established, and how long 
they ksted.'* 

Of course, I am too old and too wise a bird to suppose that 
all this quiet means absolutely what it appears to mean on 
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the surface. !» too, have sat in study-rooms in the days of 
long ago, and am familiar ^nth various underground rail- 
roads for notes, and with other subways for matters of im- 
mediate and non-educational importance; but for all that, 
the atmosphere of the room is ovelrwhelmingly one of 
intense and even greedy intake of knowledge. I may write 
on the blackboard or review my own lessons for the day, 
without disturbing it in the least. Would not a visitor, who 
believed that the spirit of a dass mirrored that of its teacher, 
be sure that my spirit was that of the unmitigated grind? 
That nothing but the pursuit of knowledge in and for itself 
would satisfy me? 

An explanation not so agreeable to my intellectual van- 
ity, but in strict accord with the facts, is that the industrious 
among these boys and girls — both the seekers after rank 
and the seekers after education — consider the first period 
the very best time in the day to study, while the lazy and 
idle study at no other time, but concentrate all their mental 
application in a frenzy of intellectual effort, during this 
(almost) three quarters of an hour. All of the latter doubt- 
less absorb something: the quick, enough to *^get through" 
on; the untalented, a strange mixture of French, *' litera- 
ture,'' and mathematics — choice extracts from which, 
when quoted in the daily papers as examples of what the 
pupils learn in our public schools, horrify the general 
pubhc. 

\y* Now follow me into my next da^^s. This is "College 
English'' and no drowsy land of enchantment. Before me, 
in a pleasant, well-ventilated room, sit twenty-eight boys 
of about eighteen, most of them bright, all strung on wires, 
hardly one studious, and yet all determined to enter college 
at the end of the year. That is the only consideration which 
tames their hearts of fire. So far as I can observe, they have 
no desire to know anything correctly, not the slightest bend 
toward literature, and a determination, unitedly and sever- 
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idly, to be as tiying as possible; but this, bear in mmdt with- 
out the least personal malice toward their teacher. Itisnot 
etiquette in this class to show the slightest interest in the 
lesson. It is unwritten law of the strictest not to answer a 
question that someone else has failed on. The united ambi- 
tion seems to be to learn as tittle as possible, to elude the 
teacher as much as possible, and yet ultimately to **p^L8a** 
Judge how highly I appreciate the ability of these boys 
when I say that I have no doubt they will be as successful 
in the last of these purposes as they eminently are in the 
other two. 

But, after all, elude they never so wisely, the teacher sits 
in the seat of the mighty. Moreover, she is an old war- 
horse and knows a few tricks of her own. If the first boy 
can't answer her question she puts a different and equally 
obnoxious one to the next boy. Once upon a day she es- 
sayed to write on the blackboard. Festive sounds of com- 
bat assailed her ears. Flying chalk hurtled through the air 
and rattled against every hard surface. When she turned 
suddenly all was silent, except that Buster Coombs, who 
giggles easily and who doubtless had had nothing to do 
with the disturbance, was nearly bursting with merriment, 
and little Gehigan, who doubtless was chief offender, was 
pretematurally solemn, but with his collar unfastened be- 
hind and scraping the back of his earnest and attentive 
head. Thereafter members of the class, selected by her who 
must be obeyed (when the worst comes to the worst), write 
on the blackboard when such work is necessary. How they 
hate it! The victim in question is regarded as the butt of 
ridicule. He is facetiously supposed to be that contemptible 
creature, the teacher's pet. Hard is his lot, but inevitable. 

Yet I would not have you suppose that the rapscallions 
are without good points. They have more than one, the 
most endearing of which is that they show off well. I would 
rather receive a visitor in thisdass than in almost any other. 
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Ligtening at the door is a different matter, and ought to be 
ruled out of the game. But let a visitor enter openly and 
above-boardy espedaUy one who looks like a college profes- 
sor in disguise — and see the change. My twenty-eight 
boisterous young barbarians are transformed instantly into 
twenty-eight polished young gentlemen, serious-minded, 
deeply interested in literature. From stray nooks and cor- 
ners of their resourceful minds they draw forth bright ques- 
tions and anecdotes which they bring forward engagingly 
to cover their ignorance of the lesson in hand ; and I, know- 
ing only too well the depths of that ignorance, shamelessly 
give them their head, follow their lead, politely ignore any- 
thing that they have been told to learn and doubtless have 
not learned, and aUow them to exploit themselves so suc- 
cessf uUy that at the dose of the period the visitor invari- 
ably congratulates me on the privilege of training such de- 
lightful students. The boys, be it said, are dead-game 
sports. As they file out quietly, in regular order, as if they 
had never heard of crowding or pushing or punching, they 
overhear the conversation, but give me no look of partner- 
ship in crime. They are too old hands for that. 

When, for the discipline of my soul, I ask myself if this 
class reflects my personality; if I, therefore, have taught 
them to be shallow, shifty, and unscrupulous, but preter- 
naturally bright, reason and conscience entirely acquit me 
of that particular responsibility; but they add that I, on 
the other hand, reflect the class, and might, if I associated 
with them exclusively, before long become quite as bad as 
they. What upside-down pedagogics! 

I pick up my books and go to my next dass. Here are 
twenty-five boys and girls, whose object seems to be to 
learn as much as they can and enjoy the process. Though 
somewhat defident in originaUty, they possess all other 
classroom virtues. Polite, interested, appreciative, and al- 
ways prepared with exactly what they have been told to 
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leant, these pt^ils are so restful that if «11 teaching 
like teaching them* our prof essbn would be overcrowded^ 
and our salaries, by the law of 8iq>ply and demand, would 
shrink to nothing at all. Does thbdass reflect ita teacher's 
perM>nality? I wish I thought so; but the aforesaid reason 
and conscienoe answer uncompromisingly, ''It does not; 
tractable you may be; without originality you are; but 
restful, never!'' 

After the fifteen minutes of recess comes the poidant 
and complement of my dass of the second period, namely » 
twenty-four girls in ''C!ollege English," and one boy. 
Bather, one mi^t say, a potential boy, for Cuthbert Van- 
derbeek is seldom objectively present. Three mornings a 
week, on an average, he brings a note from his mother re- 
questing that he be dismissed at recess; the other two he 
either has a severe pain in his stomach which necessitates 
his going home even earlier, or else he has forgotten to feed 
the horse or to look after the furnace. His mother, mean- 
while, haunts at eventide the residence of the principal, m 
sadexplanationof herson'sdeIinquencies,or else, perchance, 
in search of advice and encouragement. The day s when he 
dismisses himself she cheerfully lies for him, telling in what 
distress he came home, or enlarging upon the urgent needs 
of the horse or the furnace — though it may be well known 
to all concerned that Cuthbert did not go home till noon, 
but spent the time in question in the park, smoking ciga- 
rettes. It is believed by his instructors that the horse is a 
mythical animal, and as for the furnace — who can imag- 
ine Cuthbert in the act of handling a coal-shovel? But let 
that pass. Mrs. Vanderbeek's strongest argument used to 
be to raise her handkerchief to her sad eyes and say patheti- 
cally, ** If Cuthbert only had a father it might be difiFerent 1 " 
Imagine the principal's surprise, one evening, when a man 
who announced himself as Mr. Vanderbeek, father of Cuth- 
bert, called, accompanied by a quite different Mrs. Vander- 



Digitized by 



Google 



WHICH CLASS? 285 

beek. He, too, regretted the absence of paternal authority 
quite as much as the boy's mother, but he said, ** The court 
gave her the control of him, so what can I do?" So the mat- 
ter of Cuthbert's attendance stands. 

Besides the potential Cuthbert the twenty-four are the 
dearest little damsels in the world. They study and learn 
their lessons, and have a pretty little wit of their own. 
But one serious fault mars their personality as a class : they 
do not like to recite before visitors. Indeed, some of them, 
in the presence of a stranger, — be it the meekest of par- 
ents or the most terrified of candidates for a position, — 
refuse to say anything at all, but simply slump into their 
seats in unhappy little heaps; the rest become monosyl- 
labic or reply in so soft a voice that it is practically non- 
existent. Did they learn this traditional womanly grace 
from their teacher? Or is it their everyday intelligence and 
general lovableness that reflects her? If you knew me you 
would smile derisively at either question. 

The class that occupies my time and attention during 
the fifth period is composed of hopeless cases, considered 
grammatically. Time was when I cherished the hope of 
teachingthemnot to say, or atleast not to write, ** He done** 
and **He seen.** I no longer cherish that hope. Each day, 
in the^intervals of Byron or Shelley, Holmes or Emerson, 
we consider the subject of grammatical agreement, and 
once a week we have a regular set-to at it; but these boys 
and girls remain unconvinced both in theory and in prac- 
tice. A few weeks ago they conceived the bright idea that 
if ** done '' is not to be used with a singular subject, it must 
therefore need aplural one, and to prove their point brought 
me a Physics textbook which contained the phrase, ** Things 
done in ihia way** With troubled coimtenances they lis- 
tened to my explanation, and evidently still cling to the 
idea that I am trying to sneak out of something that I 
ought to admit, for did not the book say, ** Things done ** ? 
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These young folks, as you see, are argumentative and 
persistent; but they are iJso stylish in the extreme. It is 
difficult to rate their mental powers with justice, because 
the judgment is involuntarily influenced by their attire. 
I do not know which to admire most, the hose, the shoes, 
and the cravats of the boys, or the frightfully up-to-date 
costumes of the girls, which have more than once made me 
speechless. Nay, in recent days the exiguity of some of 
these latter has caused the descendant of the Puritans to 
cast down her eyes in veiy shame! 

Now we come to the last hour of the session — the period 
of hunger and weariness. A little disorder, or at least lassi- 
tude, might be pardonable, might it not? But who are 
these who come thronging into my room with the step and 
bearing of young gods and goddesses? In truth, they are 
mentaUy and physically of the elect. Led by two six-footers 
who plimt themselves absurdly in the front seats to be near- 
est the firing line, they begin the fray. The gray old fort- 
resses and bastions of Latin grammar give way to the 
assaultasifthey were waUs of butter. All is zest and eager- 
ness. Nothing but absolute perfection satisfies the critical 
taste and abounding vitality of this dass. Scarcely a day 
passes that I do not disgrace myself by a false quantity or a 
doubtful rule in syntax, but a half-a-dozen at once of the 
conquering band good-naturedly set me right again, and in 
the pleasant excitement of the mOie overlook my mistake. 
Do they reflect my spirit? About as much as a group of 
young race-horses reflect that of an old work-worn hack. 
I can barely keep them in sight as they prance up the hill 
of knowledge. 

Next week comes the State Teachers' Convention. YHien 
some eminent and sententious educator says, as he is sure 
to do, '^The spirit of the dass always reflects that of the 
teacher,'' I shall not quarrel with him if he will only allow 
me to dioose which dass to be judged by. 
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ALFRED G. ROLFE 

*' All men are liars/' said the Psalinist» in his haste. It 
was a rash statement, which, doubtless, he had cause later 
to regret. Were he living now, and a teacher of youth, he 
might well be tempted to say in his wrath, '^ All yoimg peo- 
ple are fools''; and again he would be wrong, at least so far 
as boys are concerned. Girls I must leave to those who 
know them better than I. They look intelligent; but ap- 
pearances are deceitful, and their conversation, while pic- 
turesque, is not always reassuring. 

Once there was a girl who, through all the courses of a 
long dinner, entertained her neighbor with sprightly talk. 
At the time he thought that he had never enjoyed a con- 
versation more; but when he meditated upon it, in the cold 
night watches, he realized that he had done all the talk- 
ing, her share being confined to two words, ^'rippin' " and 
"rather." The rest was "charm." That is, however, an- 
other story. 

I have a theory that girls know better than boys how to 
make a little information, as well as a limited vocabulary, 
go a long way. It is a theory the truth of which it is diffi- 
cult for me to establish, and I shall not attempt to do so. 
Boys, on the other hand, seem at times to glory in their ig- 
norance. They wear it as a garment; they flaunt it in one's 
face. "The world is still deceived with ornament," but 
not by them. Knowledge is theirs, but "knowledge never 
learned of schools," hidden below the surface. This makes 
them a fascinating, if baffling, subject of study, and gives 
point to the query, "What do boys know?" 

For some years it has been part of my job as master in a 
large preparatory school for boys, to make out each year 
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two '^ information tests/' and to superintend tlie correction 
of the papers. Each test contai/is one hundred questions, 
and presupposes on the part of the pupil a bowing acquaint- 
ance with the masterpieces of English literature, including 
the Bible, some knowledge of the political doings of the day 
at home and abroad, and a smattering of what is politely, 
but vaguely, styled ^'general information,'' which comes 
from the habit of keeping open the eyes and ears. 

The boys who take the tests range from twelve to nine- 
teen years of age and are, for the most part, sons of wealthy 
parents. They have enjoyed all the advantages that money 
can buy. Many have traveled widely. Not a few have 
been exposed to the society of refined and cultured persons. 

The tests are anticipated with an interest that amounts 
almost to enthusiasm. There are book prizes for the win- 
ners, and the successful ones receive from their fellows 
plaudits not usually given in this day and generation to 
those whose wits are nimbler than their heeb. 

After reading some hundreds of these ** general informa- 
tion" papers, I am forced to conclude that the average 
boy's ignorance of literature, especially of the Bible, is pro- 
found, not to say abysmal. The unplumbed depth of the 
abyss may, perhaps, be assigned to the youth who gave as 
his version of the third commandment, *'Thou shalt not 
commit Deuteronomy!" but he will not lack company. 
The question, ^'Who led the children of Israel into the 
Promised Land? " brought out an amazing array of candi- 
dates for that high honor, beginning with Noah, embracing 
all the prophets, majorand minor, and ending with ''Moses, 
the Baptist." Answers to the question, ''What book of the 
OldTestament hasno mention of God? "ranged impartially 
from Genesis to Malachi, with a strong bias toward the 
former, in spite of its opening words, " In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth." 

It is only too evident that in many modem households 
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family worship is unknown. No longer does "the priest- 
like father read the sacred page/' while " the children round 
the ingle form a circle wide." As a matter of fact, one 
would have to look far to find an ingle in a modem apart- 
ment; the father, quite unpriestlike in garb and conversa- 
tion, is on the links, or snuggling with pipe and paper in his 
easy chair; the children are swinging wide in quite another 
sort of circle, and the family Bible, if there be one, is lying, 
neglected, on the table, hidden from sight by The New 
Republic^ VanUy Fair (not Thackeray's), and the Oolfefs 
Companion. 

How, then, is the boy to become acquainted with "the 
only book," as Walter Scott would have it? In Church 
and Sunday School? Many a boy never has attended either 
of them. In the public school? The Bible was banished 
from it long ago. 

There remains the private school, in whose curriculum, 
may be f oimd a brief course in " Bible," which, in the boy's 
mind, takes its place with his other lessons, to be learned, 
recited, and joyfully forgotten as soon as possible. Why 
should he know idio pulled down the temple of Dagon, or 
who slew a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass? 
These tragic happenings mean no more to him than the 
death of Baldur, the exploits of Asurbanipal, or many other 
"old unhappy far-o£F things and battles long ago." 

Clearly, then, the fault lies not with the boy. Teacher 
and parent must share the blame, and it would ill become 
one who views the matter from the standpoint of the 
teacher only, to say which is the more culpable. 

Unfortunately, the boy's ignorance of the great English 
masterpieces is not limited to the Bible. Profane literature 
receives but little better treatment at his hands. Every 
boy has a few favorite authors, whom he holds responsible 
for all that has been written in prose or verse since Shake- 
speare's day. Longfellow heads the list, with Tennyson and 
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Kipling foBowing dosely ; and many are the crimes that are 
committed in their names. There is some reason for at- 
tributing *'The Vision of Sir Launfal " to Lord Tennyson, 
for he sang of knights and their visions; but why should he 
be made to father ''Two Years before the Mast/' '* West- 
ward Ho!" and ''The Ancient Mariner''? Evidently, in 
the minds of many boys, ''the sea is his, and he made it." 
There are, however, two poems which every boy hails with 
joy as his very own. These are "Hiawatha" and "The 
Baven." Few boys have read them, and fewer could quote 
a line of them, but the majority identify without diflSculty 
quotations from either. How the boy knows them, I can- 
not tell, nor can he. It is one of the curiosities of literature. 

" The proper study of mankind is man," but it is evident 
that boykind has not greatly concerned itself with the study 
of boy:forwe learn that the centre of the nervous system is 
the spine, spleen, lungs, pancreas, and "diafram"; the 
bones of the forearm are the elbow, biceps, forceps, and 
habeas corpus ; the normal temperature of the himian body 
varies from fifty to two hundred and twelve degrees, 
Fahrenheit; and one element in the atmosphere essential to 
the support of human life is gasdine, the other being, pre- 
sumably, "Mobiloil." 

The female of the species, if not more deadly than the 
male, is, in the boy's mind, more pervasive, for the feminine 
of ram is doe, dam, yew, roe, nannygoat, and she-ram ; while 
the feminine of farmer — hardly a fair question, that — is 
milkmaid, old maid, farmetue^ husband-woman, and Mrs« 
Farmer. 

It has long been maintained that no English word 
rhymes with window, but one test brought to light several 
such rhymes, among them widow, Hindu, akimbo, shadow, 
billow, and potato! 

When the history and geography of the United States 
are in question, the answers are equally astounding. The 
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largest city of Ohio is Detroit, St. Louis, ^'Sinsinnatah/' 
and "Omerhaw." (The average boy refuses to be a slave 
to orthography.) Washington, lincohi, Grarfield, McKin- 
ley, and Roosevelt were all impeached, Farragut was ad* 
miral in the Spanish War, and Mr. Taft was the third Presi- 
dent of the United States. In the youthful mind ** a hundred 
years are as a day,'' and it matters Uttle whether Lee sur- 
rendered at Appomatox or at Yorktown. 

There is, however, a brighter side of the picture. Mother- 
wit often comes to the aid of ignorance, and the task of the 
examiner is lightened by many a gleam of humor. Yi/lxat, 
for instance, could be better than the answer which one 
boy gave to the question, "Who discovered the Pacific 
Ocean?'* His natural answer would have been, "You can 
search me"; but flippancy is not encouraged; so he replied, 
"The natives who lived along the shore." Another defined 
conjunctivitis as "the knack of getting along with people"; 
and a third would have a harfacvda "a feast where oxen are 
roasted whole." 

"How many legs has a Kaffir?" was a staggerer. Con- 
jecture ranged from two to twelve, the majority favoring 
three, without making it dear what the unfortunate crea- 
ture could do with the odd leg. 

What is the conclusion of the whole matter? May we 
say in our haste that all boys are fools? Prithee, not too 
fast. These are out-of-doors boys, living in a world of mo- 
tor-cars, air-planes, and wireless. Many a boy who could 
not for his life name a member of Mr. Harding's Cabinet, 
can, by the sound of the engine, "spot" every motor-car 
made in this country, improvise an aerial from the springs 
of his bed, or draw a model of a gasoline engine that would 
do credit to a mechanical engineer. Children of Martha, 
"they are concerned with matters hidden — under the 
earth-line their altars lie." 
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Perhaps they have chosen the better part. Yi/lio can say ? 
At any rate, they are content to leave letters to those who 
love them; to let their secretaries do their spelling, and 
politicians manage the government, ^' while they finger 
death at their gloves* end." 

I, who can distinguish but two makes of automobiles 
without giving a furtive glance at the hub-caps» am thank- 
ful that it is mine to ask the questions, not to answer them. 
I know full well that many boys who cannot say whether 
Keats is a poet or a breakfast food could make out a test 
that would put their masters to shame. 

Times have changed, and those who aspire to ride the 
whirlwind have neither time nor inclination to trudge along 
the dusty paths of learning that their fathers trod. 

Talents differ; all is well and wisdy put; 
If I cannot carry forests on my back. 
Neither can you crack a nut» — 

and he who judges a quarrel between the moimtain and the 
squirrel has no easy task. 
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THE CONTBIBTJTORS* CLXTB 

I HAD followed up her advertisement, and she stood be- 
fore me in the dim hallway to which she had given me en- 
trance. As she fingered the front door-knob she told me her 
qualities. ^' Yes, mum/' she concluded, ^'I does my work, 
mum. I don't never have company, and I don't never want 
days out." 

I protested. ^*I always give my cook one day a week, 
afternoon and evening." 

"Yes, mum, I know. But when I gets my work done, I 
hkes to set right down in the kitchen. I don't want to go 
nowhere. If there's somethin' I need, — a spool o' cotton, 
or some stockin's, — why, I most gen'ally tells the lady, 
two-three days ahead, and then I nms out of Saturday 
evenin', mebbe, fer an hour or two." 

"And Sundays?" I asked famtly — "I let my cook and 
waitress both go out on Simday afternoon." 

"No, I don't never go out on Sundays at all. Ye' see, I 
likes to do my work, and when I gets through I likes to rest. 
That's the kind I am." 

I sighed. Undoubtedly hers was a good kind, but un- 
doubtedly I did n't want her. I had had one experience of 
that kind. She stayed with me two years, and in all that 
time was never away over a meal-hour. She was as good a 
creature as ever lived, but when she left, I said to myself, 
"Henceforth I shall insist on days out." 

The fact is, I have an unconquerable love for my own 
kitchen and pantries. Yi/lien I was a child they were to me 
realms of bliss, where I was often tolerated, often even wel- 
comed. They still seem this to me, and — not to be toler- 
ated at all — it is too much I 
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Perhaps tliat is an exaggeration. My cooks have usually 
tolerated me. They have even been polite to me. When I 
slink half apologetically into the kitdien, to have a finger, 
so to speak* in the pie» they bring me dishes, and materials, 
and dear tables for me, and try to make belie ve I am not in 
the way — at least, the nice ones do. But they watch me 
furtively. If they are self-righteous, their attitude is slightly 
critical, if they are self-distrustful, it is apprehensive: what 
am I going to find out about their pantiy? And as I am 
idiotically sensitive to my cook's attitude, I am conscious 
of this, and it spoils the fun. I slip out of my kitchen — 
their kitchen — and hie me to other parts of the house, that 
seem more truly mine. 

But, on the days out — ah, those delicious days out! 
For the cook's outings are my innings. She is happy, too. 
How she works! The luncheon dishes are whisked out of 
the way, the kitchen is ""red up," and she flies to her room 
to dress. I slip out, glance up the back-stairs, go to the 
range and poke the fire, change the draughts, shift the ket- 
tle a little, then hastily retreat to the parlor, and play the 
piano, with the soft pedal down, until I hear the back-door 
shut. Then! No more piano for me! I can play the piano 
any time. 

I walk swiftly and boldly out into the kitchen — my 
kitchen — ur kitchen. I perch on a table and swing my 
feet, in a glory of possession. What shall I make? I go over 
to the range again. Good fire — good oven. I can make 
anything, anything! A feeling of power comes over me. I 
go to the pantry and scan its contents. I am always careful 
to have it well stocked on these days, that my creative im- 
pulses, no matter how freakish, may suffer no thwarting by 
reason of a lack of materials. I pick up the cook-book and 
resume my perch. I am in no special hurry. It is not yet 
four, and one can do almost anything between four and 
half-past six. 
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TEtf teTephone rings. I go, with my thumb in the cooky 
recipes. I lay the book open on the table beside me, and my 
eye runs down the page as I take down the receiver. 

**Yes? Yes, this is Mrs. Oh, Mrs. Grundy, good 

afternoon. — Vi/hat? Another bridge? Are n't you a gay 
lady! — Oh, I'm so sorry. I don't play well, of course you 
know, but I suppose I would come to fill up, only you see I 
can't. It'smy cook's day out. (I'm so glad I ordered mo- 
lasses this morning!) — No, I can't change, she's gone al- 
ready. (Would sugar-cookies be better, I wonder.) — Yes, 
of course, it is inconvenient sometimes, but they do want 
their days out, don't they? — Thank you, I'm sorry too. 
I hope you'll find somebody, I'm sure you will. — Yes, 
good-bye." I hang up the receiver with a sigh of relief. — 
Yes, I think — ginger cookies. Hester and Tom will be in 
soon — and they're so good when they're just out of the 
oven. 

I go back, get into my big apron, give another look to my 
fire and my oven, and plunge in. There arises a dehcious 
odor of spices and molasses and butter — an aroma of cook- 
ing, in short. 

The front door opens and shuts, there is a stampede of 
feet up and downstairs. Then the kitchen door bursts open. 
"Oh, good! It's Sarah's day out! Hester! Come on. It's 
Sarah's day out!" 

Hester arrives. "May we make the toast?" "May I set 
thetable?" "WhatdoIsmeU?" "Maylstk?" "Maywe 
scrape the bowl? " " May we make griddle-cakes? " 

It is like a frog-chorus in spring. 

Perhaps I try to be severe. 

"Griddle-cakes? Nonsense! Who ever heard of griddle- 
cakes at night? Ginger cookies are queer enough. Besides, 
they don't go well together." 

"No matter! Who cares! We always do nice, queer things 
when Sarah is out. And we can eat up all the cookies as soon 
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as they're done, and then they won't interfere with the 
cakes." 

It makes really very little di£ference how it turns out, 
what things finally get cooked. The important thing is» that 
the cooking goes merrily on> and joy reigns. 

It is, I maintain, a joy to rejoice in. I am heartily sorry 
for people who never do their own cooking. Cooking is an 
art, not only creative, but social. It takes the raw materials 
and converts them into a product that is every way pleas- 
ing, and that brings the people who enjoy it into social har-> 
mony. The immediate products do not abide: the better 
they are, the more quickly they vanish; but they leave be- 
hind something spiritual and permanent. A busy mother, 
who was a wonderful cook, once said to me, ^* Sometimes it 
hardly seems worth while to cook things when they go so 
fast; but then, I think, after all, they leave behind them a 
memory of a jolly home-table that does last, so perhaps it 
pays.** 

I am sure she was right. The memory of that home-table 
has lasted forty years and more, and does not yet seem to be 
fading. 

There are other things to remember about that home, 
there are other things that are worth while in any home, 
but I think that in our modem conditions we lose too much 
of the pleasure that comes through doing practical things 
together. Almost all the physical work of our daily lives is 
delegated. Life is being systematized on that basis, and 
though there are great gains, there are also losses. The 
change is deeply affecting the character and quality of our 
hospitality. This is a big subject, and I am not going to be 
drawn into it too deeply. All I want to say is, that I believe 
we are letting oiu*selves be so involved in the machinery of 
our hospitality that we are cheated ci some of its pleasures. 
We have submitted to certain conventions of "entertain- 
ing," and if we cannot satisfy these, we do not "entertain." 
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What a pity! And yet> while I say this, I am aware that I 
too am enslaved. There are many people whom I have not 
the courage to invite to my house — eoccept on my cook*s 
day out. Then I am emancipated. There is no one whom I 
dare not invite, if I want her, when I am my own cook. 
Mrs. Grundy herself may come and welcome. And I be- 
lieve Mrs. Grundy would have a good time. She might not 
ask to scrape the bowl, but I fancy she would be delighted 
to turn the griddle-cakes, or run out for the hot toast. 

It is irresistible, this charm of doing things one's self, of 
doing things together. People have talked about the simple 
life until we are sick of the name. But we are not sick of the 
thing, the real thing. And our present conditions are not 
satisfying us. They need to be shaken up and recombined. 
We cannot go backward, but we can, perhaps, while ac- 
cepting what is good in the new order, try to hold fast to 
what was good in the old. Probably it is best for me not to 
do all my own housework, but it would, I am convinced, be 
little short of a calamity if I never did any. To feel that my 
cook is doing her work contentedly, that she needs her 
wages and I need my time — this is all very well. But, like 
Antseus, I must touch earth often. I yearn for the poker, I 
hanker for the mixing-bowl, I sigh for the frying-pan. Man 
does not live by bread alone, but neither does he live by 
taking thought alone. I love to think, and talk, and feel, 
but I cannot forget that I have hands which clamor to be 
put to use, arms which will not hang idle. It does not sat- 
isfy me to do make-believe work that does not need to be 
done : picture-puzzles and biumt-wood and neckties. I want 
real work, primitive work. Hurrah for the coal-hod! Hur- 
rah for the tea-kettle ! Hurrah for the Day Out I 
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THB CONTBIBX7TOB8* CLUB 

Ib there any other force in nature that has so varied and 
changing a beauty as rain? Anywhere in town or country 
one can take sheer delight in watching those drif ting, sway- 
ing threads of liquid which make all sorts of fantastic angles. 
Sometimes the heavy rains come down with perpendicular 
directness* falling insistently in exact parallels; sometimes 
the lines are slanting and follow the direction of the wind 
with singularly plastic movement, veering and shifting un- 
til they are almost vertical; sometimes all uniformity of 
movement vanishes, and the rain is blown in sharp gusts 
until its delicate filaments become entangled in intricate, 
bewildering complexities of mbisture. 

Rain keeps to the straight line and to the angle when in 
action; it seldom, if ever, yields to the curve. It is only 
when rain ceases and becomes mere drops that linger on the 
eaves, or fall with inconceivable slowness from the edge of 
glistening green leaves, that we see gracious and trembling 
curves. The size of a raindrop may vary from a tiny bead 
of light to the more palpable globes in which one could eas- 
ily study liquid geometry. I have seen, on icy days, rain- 
drops clinging to bare bushes, making them in the distance 
look like pussy-willows. 

Rain has color. The Quaker gray of a hard rain has a 
soft vanishing quality far less durable and tangible than 
the filmy cobweb. Sometimes almost white, often blue, 
most frequently rain responds with unusual sensitiveness to 
its environment, and shadows back the green of apple-tree 
leaves or the sombre brown of adustyhi^way. Most beau- 
tiful is the silvery sheen of rain on warm summer days when 
the descent is intermittent and one has the pleasure of 
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speculating on the quality of the rain to be. The poets have 
a great deal to say about golden rain, but that falls only in 
the Golden Age; we see only that clear crystalline rainfall 
against a glowing golden sunset in April. 

All the world knows the poignant smell accompanying a 
siunmer shower, when dust is moistened, when parched 
grass yields a certain acrid scent under the stress of storm. 
The fresh vigor and brilliancy of roses and of yellow lilies, 
after rain, is proverbial; but for exquisite beauty of fra- 
grance I know nothing that compares with the aromatic, 
mystical influence of a blossoming balm-of-gilead, rain- 
swept. 

The soft thud and patter of rain upon the roof are as 
musical to the imaginative listener as is any symphony. 
Monotonous dripping on thick-leaved trees soothes one's 
weariness, and makes the importunities of life seem easily 
resisted. One can be lulled to fair visions during a transient 
spring shower, and gain the sense of sharing the destiny of 
nature. But, sometimes, the storm brings moods far from 
serene when it sweeps along with a kind of fury. Heavy 
clouds make noon as dark as night, the air is thick and omi- 
nous, rain pours in sheets of gray that gusts of wind shake 
into fine mist. Trees bow to the ground under the rush of 
the whirlwind, and thunder reverberates continually, while 
often a sharp flash of lightning gives a sudden golden tint 
to the heavy rain and shows the blackness of the sky. There 
is something startling and fearful in the tmnult of the storm; 
it is as if the laws of nature had broken loose and left the 
titanic elements to have full swing. Still it is beautiful, a 
a picture in chiaroscuro, illuminated by the unearthly flame 
of lightning. There is a wild and awful sublimity in the 
tremendous power which has wrought such darkness and 
floods of water, such breathless silence and responding crash 
and whirl. 
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THE CONTBIBUTOBS' CLUB 

A COMMON and trivial excuse given by those who read 
little is that they have no time for reading. One may have 
no time for eating or sleeping, but hardly no time to make 
love or to read. It is good will, concentration, and the habit 
of dispatch, not leisure or unlimited opportunity, which 
have always performed the greatest wonders in both of 
these useful pursuits. Many persons in mature life are 
conscious of a gentle and luxurious sentiment in favor of 
reading, which comes to nothing because they do not know 
howtoread. With all the good will in the world, they lack 
concentration and the habit of dispatch. The good will was 
not applied early enough, or not applied at all to any other 
end than the lazy diversion of a moment. This naturally re- 
sulted in the formation of the newspaper habit, by which I 
do not mean simply the habit of reading newspapers, but 
the habit of mind which makes it possible for men to spend 
an evening in going through motions. There is no more rea- 
son for spending two hoiurs in reading the newspaper than 
in having one's boots blacked. Some people never make 
their way into the great Establishment of Letters farther 
than the vestibule, where they spend their lives contentedly 
playing marbles with the hall-boys. Of course, we do not 
call the newspaper worthless simply because some other 
things are worth more. The best reading is both intensive 
and extensive; one reads a little of everything, and a great 
deal of some things. The good reader takes all reading to be 
his province. Newspapers, periodicals, books old and new, 
all present themselves to him in their proper perspective; 
they are all grist to his mill, but they do not go into the 
same hopper or require the same process. On the contrary, 



Digitized by 



Google 



PACE IN BEADING 801 

one of the main distinctions of the clever reader is that 
without varying as to inteniuty, he varies ahnost indefin- 
itely as to pace. This power of reading flexibly comes 
mainly, of course, with practice. For those who have lacked 
an early experience of books, the manipulation of them is 
never likely to become the perfect and instinctive process 
of adjustment which it should be. People often achieve a 
certain degree of education and refinement late in life, but 
seldom, I think, the power of the accomplished reading man. 
It is simply not to be expected. An adult who takes up the 
violin may get much amusement and profit from his instru- 
ment, but he cannot hope to master it. A certain increase 
of f aciUty, however, the belated reader may surely expect 
to gain from some sort of observance of this simple prin- 
ciple of adjustment. 

This anxious but unskilled reader is too likely to have a 
set gait, so many words to the minute or lines to the hour. 
An essay, an editorial, it chapter in a novel or in the Bible, a 
scientific article, a short story, if they contain the same 
number cl words, take up just the same amount of this mis- 
guided person's time. No wonder reading becomes an in- 
cubus to him, with the appalling monotony of its procession 
of printed words filing endlessly before him. He really has 
time enough, if he knew howto make useof it. EbenHolden 
keeps him busy for a week or more; it should be read in a 
few hours. He plods methodically through Sir Walter, and 
finds him slow; the happy reader who can get Quentin and 
his Isabelle satisfactorily married in six hours does not. The 
trained reader readjusts his focus for each objective. Mil- 
ton may be read in words or lines, Macaulay in sentences, 
Thackeray in paragraphs, Conan Doyle in pages. The eye, 
that is, readily gains the power of taking in words in groups 
instead of separately. How large a group the glance can 
manage varies with the seriousness of the subject. With 
the same degree of concentration eye and mind will take 
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care of a page of the Prisoner of Zenda as easily as th^ can 
absorb a line of Macbeth, or one of Fitzgerald's quatrains. 

Of course, this disposes of the indolent, lolling style of read- 
ing — or, rather, makes a raie indulgence of it. When one 
occasionally comes upon the novel of his heart, or the poem 
he has waited for, he may well afford to consider it at his 
luxurious leisiue, minimiyiing labor by dilatoriness. But, 
as a rule, the widely reading man is not an indolent person. 
Not that he is to be always keeping his nose in a book. By 
regulating his pacfe, he not only covers an astonishing 
amount of ground in reading, but makes room for other 
things. He knows how to get the most for his time, that is 
all. The bee does not eat the flower to get the honey out of 
it. The eye of the skilled reader acts like a sixth sense, 
directing him to the gist of the matter, in whatever form it 
may appear. Twenty minutes yields all that there is for 
him in the book which his neighbor, knowing that it would 
mean a week's spare hours, is careful to avoid. 

This, it may be said, sounds very much like an advocacy 
of skimming. Skimming and rapid reading are different 
processes, but skimming is at times a good thing, too; even 
skipping becomes, on occasion, a sacred duty. We may go 
a step farther, for skimming implies cream, and skipping, a 
foothold somewhere; and many books deserve neither of 
these less and least complimentary modes of treatment. 
Theeye brushes a page or two, and the mind is hardly called 
in to assist in a danmatory verdict which is informal, but 
summary. The experienced reader, in short, is an artist, 
and, like other artists, attains his highest powers only when 
he has learned what to subordinate, to slight, even to omit. 
The poor fellow whose conscience will not let him refuse an 
equally deliberate consideration to every six inches of black 
and white which comes in his way may be an excellent hus- 
band and father, a meritorious lawyer or merchant, and a 
model citizen; he is certainly not a good reader. 
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THE CONTBIBUTOBS' CLUB 

I MAKB my living with words — none of your literary 
gentlemen turning out odes to Olympus, problem-plays, 
magazines stories where the innocent heroine commits in- 
discretions indiscreet enough to titillate the most fastidi- 
ously exclusive readers — nothing so fine as that! I make 
my living weaving words into a song to serenade your 
pocketbook. 

There are hundreds of us golden troubadours, and our 
music comes to you from every side. "Dawn-glow Silks 
have hues Uke the twilight"; "Buy an Hour-glass Clock 
and your time will be as faithful as the Tides of the Ocean" ; 
"" Breakfast without Wine-rich Coffee is a disappointment " ; 
"" Sunlight — the soap that could wash away the sins of the 
world." You sit there after supper reading your news- 
paper or the latest issue of your magazine. You are inter- 
ested in the ridiculous news schemes of ** the best mayor our 
town ever had," "the railroad strikers* demands," or "the 
last revolution in Russia." It makes no difference to you 
that Golden Glow Tea is waiting on the shelves of the near- 
est grocer to be bought. But something has happened! A 
few weeks ago Mr. Bouncing, owner of the Golden Glow 
Tea Company, decided that it should make a difference. 
He has determined that you are to prefer it to every other 
drink; and so he hires me — yes, sometimes a little of the 
money that he pays finds its way down to me — to tell you 
how delicious, how fragrant, how utterly irresistible is 
Golden Glow Tea. 

What is tea, anyway — ugly, shriveled, dried leaves 
which color hot water a yellowish brown, which make it 
taste unpleasant and keep you awake, unless you are used 
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to drinking them! You don't sell a man an auger, you sell 
him the hole. My problem is not to sellyou tea. That would 
be difficult, indeed. I Ve got to sell you that magic spell 
which is brewed nowhere else but in a teapot; I Ve got to 
make you think of that spell as a part of Golden Glow Tea. 

So I sit at my desk trying to recall all the delightful asso- 
ciations I ever had with tea. I draw in my breath and bring 
back to my nostrils ghostly odors of the fragrance of by- 
gone tea-parties. There 's a certain cosy fire, a green tea-set, 
and the snow falling heavily outside; a cold tramp, that 
ended with red cheeks — and a steaming cup of tea. There 
steals the memory of a woman sitting in a tall chair like a 
duchess, behind the richness of the silver pot and shining 
cups. Oh, there are a thousand such memories! Break- 
fasts, splendid sunset times and midnight madnesses. Tea 
— the very thought of it begins to drug me with its en- 
chantments, with its fragrance. Haunting pictures of Jap- 
anese hillsides, and sunshine, and blue skies are winnowed 
back and forth by soft winds. 

And so I grip my pencil and begin to weave the echoes of 
my memories into a song of tea. By and by, if I'm lucky 
and have sweated hard enough, I have written a piece of 
copy that reflects the witchery of my memories, that sings 
out to you to stop reading about the President, and stocks, 
and German perfidy, and take a moment to hear howtempt- 
ing Golden Glow Tea is, to realize what you are missing 
until you have some yourself. 

Or it may not be tea that Mr. Bouncing sells. It may be 
just something like a steel monkey-wrench. Then my mind 
feels the thunder of the mighty hammers, pulses with the 
roar of industry, and sees the ""Niagaras of hot sparks" 
leaping from the burning steel. I spend three days talking 
with smudged-faced mechanics about round-shouldered 
nuts, brittle edges, and barked knuckles; and instead of a 
delicate legend of tea, a chorus of endurance, strength, ac- 
curacy, tough steel, and service rings out from the page.^ I 
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can't choose my subject* you know — and I 've got to make * 
my song echo all the way down to your pocketbook, or it's 
no good. 

I don't waste my time getting a preponderous mass of 
reasons, making ludd arguments flawless. Not if I am 
wise. There may be a hundred reasons, but a beautiful syl- 
logism never pushes your hand into your pocket. I've got 
to break down that solid wall of inertia which surrounds us 
ally so I grasp a far more potent weapon than pure logic. 
When I write my song, I strive to use a power that has 
moved the world since its beginning — the language of the 
poets. 

Someone has said that writers of advertisements are the 
poets who have failed. Perhaps, from the advertisements 
you have read, you are inclined to think them the poets who 
never were. A real poet once said to me that they were the 
poets who had succeeded. However, be that as it may, 
young as the advertising profession is, the experts at it 
have learned the power that lies in poetry to make us act, 
and it is toward poetry that the advertising of the future 
and the best advertising of to-day are tending. 

Of course, at first you will disagree with me. You will 
quote advertisements which are mere execrable blots on 
human consciousness. You will feel offended that poetry 
should be linked up to tiu^ the Wheels of Trade. Gentle 
reader, there is a power in poetry; and cunning Trade — 
like a seductive mistress — uses whatever she may to 
further her ends. Has she not gone into the hidden depths 
of the mountain? Has she not shackled the lightning, and 
wrested homage from the very breath of the winds? Do 
you think she will ignore the flame that bums in the human 
heart? 

Somehow in poetry, as nowhere else, there flows along, 
side by side with words skillfully used, a current that car- 
ries us beyond the intrinsic value of the sense. Where there 

31 
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ispoetry,we don't need elaborate reasons. Alittlepoemcaa 
say more than volumes. A little poem can wind itself about 
our hearts. Shelley says» **The poets are the unacknow- 
ledged legislators of the world.'* To move a people to mor- 
ality were indeed a great task; but if poetry can do that, 
how much simpler to use it to persuade a man that for a 
dollar he can have hours of pleasure and thrills with Mr. 
Swashbuckle's latest novel, that he can sleep until the last 
minute and always be sure of waking up with a Fugit 
alarm-clock! 

Amy Lowell has said that words are sword-blades and 
poppy-seeds. You can cut, or you can drug with them. 
Personally, I have a pleasant habit of falling in love with 
words. Not long ago, for a whole morning I was thrilled 
with the sonorous tragedy of the word '* plangent." I re- 
member a child once who was completely fascinated by 
*' murmuring.'* She went around the house repeating it 
over and over. A Broadway producer told me that the rea- 
son Granville Barker dressed the fairies in his production of 
A Midsummer Night* s Dream in gold and gilded them, was 
because ** golden " is the most beautiful word in the English 
language. Think of the joy of reading Keats — the words 
he uses, somehow, seem to sparkle and glisten like jewels in 
moonlight, half shedding the very hues of the rainbow. 
And long after we have laid him down, long after we have 
let the sense slip away, the glowing still remains. 

And there, gentle reader, you have the secret of the most 
intelligent advertising. It glows in your memory long after 
you have forgotten the sense, long after you have forgotten 
that you ever read an advertisement. If it was touched with 
poetic fire, somewhere in your memory glows a phrase, a 
word — or perhaps the mere atmosphere of some emotion 
that comes floating back at the recollection of a name. So 
you instinctively associate the idea of elegance and luxury 
with this automobile; the idea of purity with that soap. 
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An automobile is no longer a collection of steel and rubber 
tbat moves enveloped in a cloud of unpleasant smells. Soap 
is not just a pungent mixture of oils. Your imagination has 
touched them. They become like a country lane glorified 
by sunset, or a bit of water that mirrors the sky, or a neck- 
lace that once adorned the throat of Francesca da Bimini. 
A spell has settled over them. 

By this time you are thinkings '* All that you say is very 
good in theory, but for the life of me I can't think of a single 
case." 

Very well, gentle reader, here is the first one that comes 
into my mind: — 

A SKIN YOU LOVE TO TOUCH 

What a monument of argument! What a poetic figure! 
Could anything be more delicately alluring! The phrase 
sings itself into your memory. It even scans. 

Here is a passage from an advertisement which has run 
in dozens of current magazines. Where in all literature will 
you find more magnificent cadence or a greater atmosphere 
of loftiness? 

HB WALKED WITH KINGS 

He could not know, standing there in hia harefeei and hie rough 
etoihea, mth hie little eehooling, Vtat kings tooidd do him honor when 
he died, and that aU men who read would mourn a friend. 

He could not dream Vtat one day his work would stand in Chinese^ 
in Russian, in Hebrew, in Hungarian, in Polish, in French, in many 
languages he could not read — and from humble doorman to proudest 
emperor, aU would he gladdened at his coming. 

He could not know that through it all he would remain as simple, 
as democratic, as he was that day as a boy on the Mississippi. 

These are but two. There are hundreds of examples call- 
ing to you from every side. 

As (or the crass, dull advertisements — of course, they 
predominate. Probably they always will! It may console 
your sesthetic sense to know that, as a rule, they are not so 
profitable as the others. 
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I am not defending the use of poetiy in advertisiiig. lam 
not extolling advertising* The short of it is» good advertis- 
ing makes the public buy, and most good advertising has a 
touch of poetry. Many a starving Chatterton tonday is 
making a comfortable living. Artists are no longer penni- 
less, but grow opulent decorating the advertising pages of 
magazines. While this is not artistically ideal, it is humanly 
more comfortable for men of doubtful muses. 

But that is a personal matter. All about us Trade has 
usurped the doak of Euterpe. 'T is a strange and potent 
camouflage, and one which those who love the muse and her 
eight sisters must find a striking aspect of the age, and in- 
teresting enough to be observed. And as for observing it, 
surely that is easy, for impudent Trade has slipped right in 
between the pages of this book — nay, whether you will or 
not, she has crept into your Holy of Holies. Who, then, 
may deny her entrance? 
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A SKETCH FROM LIFE 

THB CONTBIBUTOBS* CLXTB 

I ALWAYS think of him as the general countryside direc- 
tory, for, if in need of information in regard to anything 
witiiin a radius of twelve miles around my summer home» 
I tup toHenry True. When the fickle appetite of an invalid 
member of the household demanded potatoes in the early 
summer, he told me confidentially that I could get some of 
those, at that time extremely precious, vegetables from a 
f aimer on Green Prairie. He assured me that it was noth- 
ing to him whether I bought of his friend or not. 

During the hot days of July, when unexpected guests 
suddenly descended from their automobiles on us in alarm- 
ing numbers, I flew to the telephone, and asked Henry if he 
knew anybody anywhere who would and could help in our 
kitchen. 

"Why, yes," he answered, "there's a newcomer girl 
staying with the Ole Olsens on the Barberry Road. She 
can't talk much English, but I guess she can peel vegetables 
and wash dishes all right enough. I 'm supervising the new 
macadam over there; and if you want me to, I '11 tell Ole to 
have her ready when you come for her, any time you say. 
Of course, it's nothing to me whether you take her or not. 
I don't care one way or the other." 

I thanked him and said warmly that it was a great deal 
tome. 

Henry can always find a man to do an odd job on our 
place. He knows those who can best spade a garden and 
those who dabble in cement. He always urges me not to 
employ anyone on his say-so, and he never fails to declare 
that it is nothing to him, one way or the other. 

One autumn when our middle-aged cook expressed a 
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denre to stay in the country during the winter, he knew of 
just the place for her as working housekeeper, with a de- 
lightful old couple in a village ten miles from us. He did 
not forget to say that it was nothing to him whether she 
went to the retired country banker and his wife or not ; but 
Matilda went, and had a happy winter. 

Although he is vice-president of the woolen-mill com- 
pany, owns a large farm, which he farms with a shareman, 
is roadmaster of the township, and teaches singing-school 
in the district-school community centres, Henry yet has 
time to raise small fruits for market in his home yard. He 
often brings his luscious berries to our door, and as I stand 
by his little car, wondering how many boxes I can use, for I 
am sorely tempted to buy him out, he tells me that he does 
n't expect to make money on them, that he raises them for 
pastime mostly, but as long as he has them he thinks he 
might as well sell some. 

" It *s nothing to me whether you buy or not. Take them 
or leave them. I just come round this way when I'm out 
with a crate or two, so if you do want some you can have 
them. Now these red caps are extra fine. If I was recom- 
mending any, it would be them, but it's nothing to me, one 
way or the other, whether you buy them or not. There's 
plenty that do want them, and even if there were n't it 
would n't make any difference to me, for Sarah can put 
them up all right. I guess really it's her patriotic duty to 
can them now, you know. Well, yes, of course, you can have 
eight boxes or more if you want them. The folks down the 
other end of the lake will probably be a little disappointed 
if I don't have any left for them, but it 's nothing to me, one 
way or the other, who gets them. I guess Sarah won't have 
many to can to-day." 

'* Henry," I said* **I hear that you and Sarah are going 
to have your silver wedding on the seventeenth. I 'm sorry 
that I shall not be here at that time. I have to go to the 
city for a few days just then." 
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" Well, of course, we 'd like to have you come to the blow- 
out all right, but it 's nothing to me, one way or the other. 
We've got along and prospered all right, and I'm perfectly 
satisfied to keep still about it; but the children want to 
have a party, and I guess Sarah thinks'she'll gather in a 
Uttle solid silver, maybe. Steel knives and forks are good 
enough for me. I'm not proud myself. I told Sarah this 
morning that anyone who really wanted to give me a present 
could just hand me a silver dollar. I 'd rather have a collec- 
tion of them than any other pieces of silver I know of." 

For a moment I thought he was joking, but I never had 
heard him joke, and glancing into my purse, which I had 
not closed since buying the berries, I saw two silver dollars. 
I proffered them rather timidly, I must confess, with my 
best wishes. 

"Well, as my boys say, you came across pretty quick. 
Thank you kindly." He pocketed the coins, and then look- 
ing at me with a sudden thought, added, ""I suppose one of 
these is for Sarah." 

** No," I laughed, " I shall get a little keepsake in the city 
for her, in memory of our long friendship. But it 's just like 
you, Henry, to want to divide with her." 

"Oh, well, it's nothing to me, one way or the other, 
which of us has the money, she or me." 

There are people who say that Henry is mean, and some 
of bis ways are strange and may be misunderstood by those 
who don't know his great justness. It is true that, when 
asked to have a cigar or a drink, he has been heard to reply 
that he does n't smoke or use alcohol^ but that he would 
take the price. He always has money to lend. He charges 
interest, of course, but he is never hard on his debtors. I 
knew of his canceling an unfortunate farmer's note for a 
load of pumpkins one autumn, when his own cellar was full 
of the golden fruit, for which there was no market. Every 
child who wanted a jack o' lantern, every housewife who 
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wanted a pie» was welcome to them, for, as he said to me 
when I went for my share, it was nothmg to him, one way 
or the other, whether the neighbors took them or he threw 
them out for the cattle. 

At the dance in celebration of the completion of a large 
new bam on the True farm, Henry came across the floor 
in my direction, towing a youth taller and lankier than him- 
self. Dispensing with superfluous formal introduction he 
said, '^This young fellow saw you across the room, and he 
thinks he wants to dance the fox-trot or something with 
you. I never saw him dance. I don't know whether he's a 
good dancer or not, but I told him I knew you, and I'd 
bring him over, and if you wanted to try him you could. 
But you need n't take him on my say-so. It's nothing to 
me, one way or the other." 

At the end of the fox-trot, when my partner had left, 
Henry turned to me with a questioning look. *'He was all ' 
right, was n't he? His father used to waltz and polka harder 
than anyone roimd here, so I thought dancing must come 
easy to him. But of course I could n't recommend him, be- 
cause it was nothing to me whether you danced with him or 
not." 

"Why don't you speak for yourself, Henry? Are n't you 
going to ask me to dance? " 

" Well, I 'm not dancing much to-night. I ' ve got on new 
shoes and they 're kind of stiff. Seethoseshoes." Hepushed 
forward a large, broad foot in a shiny shoe, for my inspec- 
tion. "Is n't that a pretty good-looking shoe for nothing?" 

"Yes, indeed. Were they a present to you? " 

"Well, sort of a present. Anyway, I got them free. You 
see I took some of my grapes and pears over to the Butter- 
worth County fair to exhibit, and there was a firm over 
there offering a pair of shoes to the man on the grounds 
who had the biggest feet. I got them." 

"Just for the si25e of your feet ! " 
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*' Yes; but I did have to walk round the fair grounds all 
the rest of the day carrying two signs, one in front and one 
behind, telling how I got the shoes." 

"Why, Henry ! '* I cried, somewhat aghast at the thought 
of my old friend as a sandwich-man. 

"Oh, I didn't mind that. The signs weren't heavy. 
It was nothing to me, one way or the other." 
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MACARroS THE MONK 

JOHN BOYLE o'bEILLT 

In tlie old days, while yet tiie church was young. 

And men believed that praise of God was sung 

In curbing self as well as singing psalms. 

There lived a monk, Macarius by name, 

A holy man, to whom the faithful came 

With hungry hearts to hear the wondrous Word. 

In sight of gushing springs and sheltering palms. 

He lived upon the desert; from the marsh 

He drank the brackish water, and his food 

Was dates and roots — and aU his rule was harsh. 

For pampered flesh in those days warred with good« 

From those who came in scores a few there were 
Who feared the devil more than fast and prayer. 
And these remained and took the hermit's vow. 
A dozen saints there grew to be; and now 
Macarius, happy, lived in larger care. 
He taught his brethren aU the lore he knew. 
And as they leam^, his pious rigors grew. 
His whole intent yras on the spirit's goal: 
He taught them silence — words disturb the soul; 
And warned of joys, and bade them pray for sorrow. 
And be prepared to-day for death to-morrow; 
To know that human life alone was given 
To test the soul of those who merit heaven; 
He bade the twelve in aU things be as brothers. 
And die to self, to live and work for others. 
'For so," he said, "we save our love and labors. 
And each one gives his own and takes his neighbor's/* 

Thus long he taught, and while they silent heard. 
He prayed for fruitful soil to hold the word. 
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One day» beside the marsh they labored long, — 
For worldly work makes sweeter sacred song, — 
And when the cruel sun made hot the sand. 
And Af ric's gnats the sweltering face and hand 
Tormenting stung, a passing traveler stood 
And watched the workers by the reeking flood. 
Macarius, nigh, with heat and toil was faint; 
The traveler saw, and to the suffering saint 
A bunch of luscious grapes in pity threw. 
Most sweet and fresh and fair they were to view, 
A generous cluster, bursting rich with wine. 
Macarius longed to taste. ''The fruit is mine," 
He said, and sighed; ''but I, who daily teach. 
Feel now the bond to practise as I preach.'' 
He gave the cluster to the nearest one. 
And with his heavy toil went patient on. 

As one athirst will greet a flowing brim. 
The tempting fruit made moist the mouth of him 
Who took the gift; but in the yearning eye 
Rose brighter light: to one whose lip was dry 
He gave the grapes and bent him to his spade. 
And he who took, unknown to any other. 
The sweet refrel^hment handed to a brother. 
And so, from each to each, till round was made 
The circuit whoUy — when the grapes ajb Jast, 
Untouched and tempting, to Ji^Eacarius.passed. . 

''<Now God be thanked!*' he cried and ceased tp toil; . 

' VThe seed, was. good^ but. better was the soil. 
My brothers, join with me to bless the day." 
But^ ei:e they knelt, be thr^w th^ grapes^ i^^^^y • 
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THE FOOL'S PRAYER 

EDWABD ROWLAND BILL 

Thb royal feast was done; the king 
Sought some new sport to banish care, 

And to his jester cried, "Sir Fool, 
Kneel now, and make for us a prayer!" 

The jester doffed his cap and bells. 
And stood the mocking court before: 

They could not see the bitter smile 
Behind the painted grin he wore. 

He bowed his head, and bent his knee 
Upon the monarch's silken stool; 

His pleading voice arose: ''O Lord, 
Be merciful to me, a fool! 

"No pity, Lord, could change the heart 
From red with wrong to white as wool; 
The rod must heal the sin; but. Lord, 
Be merciful to me, a fool! 

**T is not by guilt the onward sweep 
Of truth and right, O Lord, we stay; 
'T is by our follies that so long 
We hold the earth from heaven away. 

"These clumsy feet, still in the mire. 
Go crushing blossoms without end; 
These hard, weU-meaning hands we thrust 
Among the heart-strings of a friend. 

"The ill-timed truth we might have kept — 
Who knows how sharp it pierced and stung? 
The word we had not sense to say — 
Who knows how grandly it had rung? 
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"Our faults no tenderness should ask» 

The chastening stripes must cleanse them all; 
But for our blunders — oh, in shame 
Before the eyes of Heaven we falL 

"Earth bears no babam for mistakes; 

Men crown the knave and scourge the tool 
That did his will; but thou, O Lord, 
Be merciful to me, a fool!'* 

The room was hushed; in silence rose 

The king, and sought his gardens cool. 
And walked apart, and murmured low, 

*'Be merciful to me, a fool!" 



THE LAST WATCH 

BLISS CABMAN 

CoMBADBS, comrades, have me buried 

Like a warrior of the sea. 
With the flag across my breast 

And my sword upon my knee. 

Steering out from vanished headlands 

For a harbor on no chart. 
With the winter in the rigging. 

With the ice-wind in my heart, 

Down the boumless slopes of sea-room» 
With the long gray wake behind, 

I have sailed my cruiser steady 
With no pilot but the wind. 

Battling with relentless pirates 
From the lower seas of Doom, 

I have kept the colors flying 
Through the roaring drift and gloom. 
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Scudding where the shadow f oemen 
Hang about us grim and stark. 

Broken spars and shredded canvas* 
We are radng for the dark. 

Sped and blown abaft the sunset 
Uke a shriek the storm has caught; 

But the hehn is lashed to windward. 
And the sails are sheeted taut. 

Comrades, comrades, have me buried 
Like a warrior of the night. 

I can hear the beQ-buoy calling 
Down below the harbor light. 

Steer in shoreward, loose the signal. 
The last watch has been cut short; 

Speak me kindly to the islemen. 
When we make the foreign port. 

We shall make it ere the morning 
BoUs the fog from strait and bluff; 

Where the ofBng crimsons eastward 
There is anchorage enough. 

How I wander in my dreaming! 

Are we northing nearer home. 
Or outbound for fresh adventure 

On the reeling plains of foam? 

North I think it is, my comrades. 
Where one heart-beat counts Ipr^ten^^ 

Wbere the loving heart is )oyal«, 
^d tl^e women'? sons are n^en^ 

Where tte red, auroras tremble 
When the polar night is still, 

lighting home the worn seafarers^ 
To their haven in th^e hill.. 
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Comrades, comrades, have me buried 

like a warrior of the North. 
Lower me the long-boat, stay me 

In your arms, and bear me forth; 

Lay me in the sheets and row me. 

With the tiller in my hand; 
Bow me in below the beacon 

Where my sea-dogs used to land. 

Has your captain lost his cunning 

After leading you so far? 
Bow me your last league, my sea-kings; 

It is safe within the bar. 

Shoulder me and house me hillwaxd. 

Where the field-lark makes his bed. 
So the gtdls can wheel above me 

All day long when I am dead; 

Where the keening wind can find me 

With the April rain for guide. 
And come crooning her old stories 

Of the kingdoms of the tide. 

Comrades, comrades, have me buried 

Like a warrior of the sim; 
I have carried my sealed orders 

Till the last command is done. 

Kbs me on the cheek for courage, 

(There is none to greet me home)» 
Then farewell to your old lover 

Of the thimder of the foam; 

For/lhe grass is full of slumber 

In the twilight world for me. 
And my tired hands are slackened 

From their toiling^on.tbfti 
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IN MEMORY OP JOHN GREENLEAF 
WHIITIKR 

December 17» 1807— Sqptember 7, 1802 

OUVEB WBNDSLL HOLMES 

Thou, too, hast left US. While with heads bowed low. 

And sorrowing hearts we mourned our summer's dead. 
The flying season bent its Parthian bow, 

;^d yet again our mingling tears were shed. 

Was Heaven impatient that it could not wait 
The bbsts of winter for earth's fruits to fall? 

Were angels crowding round the open gate 
To greet the spirits coming at their call? 

Nay, let not fancies, bom of old beliefs. 
Play with the heart-beats that are throbbing stSl, 

And waste their outworn phrases on the griefs. 
The silent griefs that words can only chilL 

For thee, dear friend, there needs no high-wrought lay, 
To shed its aureole round thy cherished name, — 

Thou whose plain, home-bom speech of Yea and Nay 
Thy truthful nature ever best became. 

Death reaches not a spirit such as thine, — 
It can but steal the robe that hid thy wings; 

Though thy warm breathing presence we resign. 
Still in our hearts its loving semblance dings. 

Peaceful thy message, yet for struggling right, — 
When Slavery's gauntlet in our face was flung, — 

While timid weaklings watched the dubious fight 
No herald's challenge more defiant rung. 
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Yet was thy spirit tuned to gentle themes 
Sought in the haunts thy huml>le youth had known. 

Our stem New England's hills and vales and streams, — 
Thy tuneful idyb made them all their own. 

The wild flowers springing from thy native sod 
Lent all their charms thy new-world song to fill, — 

Gave thee the mayflower and the goldenrod 
To match the daisy and the daffodil. 

In the brave records of our earlier time 

A hero's deed thy generous soul inspured. 
And many a legend, told in ringing rhyme. 

The youthful soul with high resolve has fired. 

Not thine to lean on priesthood's broken reed; 

No barriers caged thee in a bigot's fold; 
Did zealots ask to syllable thy creed. 

Thou saidst ''Our Father," and thy creed was told. 

Best loved and saintliest of our singing train. 
Earth's noblest tributes to thy name belong. 

A life-long record closed without a stain, 
A blameless memory shrined in deathless song. 

lah from its quarried ledge a flawless stone; 

Smooth the green turf and bid the tablet rise. 
And on its snow-white surface carve alone 

These words» — he needs no more, — Here WhiUier Idee. 
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HASMONIES 

M. A« DCWOLFE HOWB 

T^ou uutniment of many strings 
For men to play <m, slaves and kings. 
Let me but keep thee, Lif e» in tune» 
That fall what may, by night or noon. 
Still in the heart shall sing for me 
One dear and constant mdody. 

Too <rft the clamor and the strife 
Of living quench the notes of life 
Too oft they lose their customed way. 
In alien sequences to stray. 
Yet ever stealing back, they fall 
Into the cadence sought through all. 

Then grief and gladness, love and pain 
Blend all their harmonies again; 
The heavens uplift a shining arch 
Spacious above the soul's brave march: 
If I hut keep thee, night and noon, 
Eper and tndy. Life, in tune — 
Strange inetrument of many strings 
For sUwes to play on, and for kings. 



THE SEA-SHELL 

GOBQBGB BDWABD WOODBEBBT 

Mt love Overflows with joy divine 

The ocean-girdled hills. 
And with my breath each blowing pine 

And combing breaker fills; 
The shadows of my spirit move 

The far, blue coast along. 
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Where of wild beauty first I wove 

The rainbow woof of song; 
On these great beaches of the North 

My voices shoreward roll. 
And when the blessed stars come forth 

All heaven is made my scroll. 

I take the wings of mom; I soar 

Above the ocean plain; 
From fountains of the sun I pour 

My passion's golden rain; 
And when black tempest heaven shrouds* 

On eastern thimders far 
I show the rainbow in the clouds. 

And give the West her star; 
Soft blow the winds o'er fallen showers. 

And, cool with fragrance, sleep 
lies breathing through the chambered hours; 

I only wake and weep. 

O mystic Love! that so can take 

The bright world in thy hands. 
And its imprisoned spirits make 

Murmur at thy commands; 
As if , in truth, this orb of law 

Were but thy reed-hung nest, 
Woven by Time of sticks and straw 

To house the summer guest; 
And so to me the starry sphere 

Is but love's frail sea-sheU; 
Oh, might she press it to her ear. 

What would its murmurs tell! 
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VISTAS OF LABOR 

"How long, Lord, how longt" 
BICHABD BUBTOK 

I 

THB STEAMSHIP 8TOKJBB 

SwBAT-DBEKCHBD» and blinded by the heat» he reels 
Bade from the f umace» crawls on deck to win 
A cooling breath or two» ere plunging down 
Into his torture-house of Steam. 

In truth. 
He earns his heaven, for, fierce hour by hour. 
He knows the bitterness and bite of hell. 
What more could heaven do for any soul 
Than fan a burning brow with airs as bland 
As those of Arcady, and soothe the eyes 
With touch of winsome waters, at whose call 
The seeming dead grow light and labor-strong! 

n 

THE BONIBB 

Up creaks the car; he leaves his ghastly dream 
Of flickering, strange lights and caverns gloomed. 
Grim fears of death-damp and the rumblings deep 
Of an inferno whence the damned come back 
Daily to taste of Paradise, before 
The Devil bids them down; up creaks the car 
Disgorging men and mud indifferently. 

How sweet the lingering sun, and yonder, look. 
The cabin lights are beckoning fondly, where 
Warm love awaits him; for a little space 
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He *n no machine but human, and his God 
Our God, — no mid-earth Devil, but a power 
Benign and near. . • . 

But now the nether pit 
Reclaims these children of a double world* 
And once again Life is a nightmare dream. 



m 

m A BWBATBHOP 

Pent in, and sickening for one wholesome draught 
Of air, — God's gift that cities seU so dear. 
They stitch and stitch. The dim lights fall upon 
Bent bodies, hollowed bosoms and dead eyes. 
Their very mirth is horrible to hear. 
It is so joyless! Every needle-stroke 
Knits into dainty fabrics that shall go 
Where Fashion flaunts, the protest and the pain 
Of ravaged lives, of souls denied their food. 

At last the dock-stroke! From the beetling shop 

The prisoners file, and up and down the street 

Scatter to hutches humorists call Home, 

To sin, to die, or, if it may be, clutch 

Some pleasure fierce enough to drown the thought 

That on the morrow they must meet again. 



IV 

FACTORT CHTLDRBN 

Here toil the striplings, who should be a-swarm 
In open, sun-kissed meadows; and each day 
Amid the monstrous murmur of the looms 
That still their treble voices, they become 
Tiny automata, mockeries of youth: 
To her that suckled them, to him whose name 
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SATDBDAY NIGHT 

Jhesy bear, mere feDow-eamere of Life's bread: 
No time for tenderness, no place for smiles, — 
Tliese be the woild's wee woricers, by your leave! 

Naught IS more piteous underneath the sky 
Than at the scant noon hour to see them play 
Feebly, without abandon or delight 
At some poor game; so grave th^ seem and crushed! 
The gong! and foulness sudks them in once more. 

Yet still the message wonderful rings dear 
Above all dang of commerce and of mart: 
St^er the liide okMren^ and again: 
My Kingdom U made up qf Bueh aa these. 



SATURDAY NIGHT 

JAMES OPPENHEIM 

Thb li^ts of Saturday night beat golden, golden over the pillared 

street; 
The long plate-glass of a Dream-World olden is as the footlights 

shining sweet 
Street-lamp — flambeau — glamour of trolly — comet-trail of 

the trains above. 
Splash where the jostling crowds are jolly with echoing laughter 

and human love. 

This is the City of the Enchanted, and these are her Enchanted 

People; 
Far and far is Daylight, haunted with whistle of mill and bell of 

steeple. 
The Eastern tenements loose the women, the Western flats release 

the wives 
To touch, where all the ways are common, a glory to their sweated 

lives. 

The leather of shoes in the brilliant casement sheds a lustre over 

the heart; 
The high-heaped fruit in the flaring basement glows with the tints 

of Turner's art. uigmzeoDy^^^vyv^^i^ 



SATDBDAY NIGHT 8«7 

Darwin's dream and the eye of fencer saw not such a glorified 

race 
As here, in copper light intenser than desert sun, glides face by 

face. 

This drab washwoman dazed and breathless, ray-chiseled in the 

golden stream. 
Is a magic statue standing deathless — her tub and soap-suds 

touched with Dream. 
Yea, in this people, glamour-sunnied, democracy wins heaven 

again; 
Here the unlearned and the unmoneyed laugh in the lights of 

Lover's Lane! 

O Dream-World lights that lift through the ether millions of miles 

to the Milky Way! 
To-night Earth rolls through a golden weather that lights the 

Pleiades where they play! 
Yet — God? Does he lead these sons and daughters? Yea, do 

they feel with a passion that stills, 
Grod on the face of the moving waters, (rod in the quiet of the hills ? 

Yet — what if the million-mantled mountains, and what if the 

million-moving sea 
Are here alone in facade and f oimtains — our deep stone-world of 

humanity — 
We builders of cities and civilizations walled away from the sea 

and the sod 
Must reach, dream-led, for our revelations through one another — 

as far as God. 

Through one another — through one another — no more the 

gleam on sea or land 
But so dose that we see the Brother — and understand — and 

understand! 
Till, drawn in swept crowd dos^, doser, we see the gleam in the 

human dod. 
And derk and foreman, peddler and grocer, are in our Family of 

God! 
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THE TRUMPET-CALL 

ALFBJSD NOTES 



Tbumfbteb, sound the great recaUI 
Swift, O swift, for the squadrons break. 
The long lines waver, mazed in the gloom! 
Hither and thither the blind host blunders! 
Stand thou firm for a dead Man's sake. 
Firm where the ranks red down to their doom. 
Stand thou firm in the midst of the thunders. 
Stand where the steeds and the riders fall. 
Set the bronze to thy lips and sound , 

A rally to ring the whole world round! 
Trumpeter, rally us, rally us, rally us! 
Sound the great recalL 

n 

Trumpeter, sound for the andent heights! 
Clouds of the earth-bom battle doak 
The heaven that our fathers hdd from of old; 
And we — shall we prate to their sons of the gain 
In gold or bread? Through yonder smoke 
The heights that never were won with gold 
Wait, still bright with their old red stain. 
For the thousand diariots of God again. 
And the sted that swept thro' a hundred fights 
With ihe Ironsides, equal to life and death. 
The sted, the steel of their andent faith! 
Trumpeter, rally us, rally us, rally us! 
Sound for the sim-lit heights! 

m 

Trumpeter, sound for the faith again! 
Blind and deaf with the dust and the blood. 

Clashing together we know not whither 
The tides of the battle would have us advance! 
Stand thou firm in the crimson flood. 
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TEDE TRUMPET-CALL 829 

Send the lightning of thy great cry 

Through the thunders, athwart the storm, 
Sound till the trumpets of God reply 
From the heights we have lost in the steadfast sky, 
From the Strength we despised and rejected. Then, 
Locking the ranks as they form and form. 
Lift us forward, banner and lance. 
Mailed in the faith of Cromwell's men. 

When from their burning hearts they hurled 
The gaze of heaven against the world! 
Trumpeter, rally us, rally us, rally us. 
Up to the heights agam. 

IV 

Trumpeter, sound for the last Crusade! 
Sound for the fire of the red-cross kings, 
Sound for the passion, the splendor, the pity 
That swept the world for a dead Man's sake» 
Sound, till the answering trumpet rings 
Clear from the heights of the holy City, 
Soimd till the lions of England awake, 
Soimd for the tomb that our lives have betrayed; 
O'er broken shrine and abandoned wall. 
Trumpeter, sound the great recall. 
Trumpeter, rally us, rally us, rally us; 
Sound for the last Crusade! 



Trumpeter, sound for the splendor of God! 
Sound the music whose name is law. 
Whose service is perfect freedom still. 
The order august that rules the stars! 
Bid the anarchs of night withdraw. 
Too long the destroyers have worked their will, 

Sound for the last, the last of the wars! 
Sound for the heights that our fathers trod. 
When truth was truth and love was love. 
With a hell beneath, but a heaven above. 
Trumpeter, rally us, rally us, rally us» 

On to the City of God. ,.g,,,, ,^ Googlc 



TEEE HOTEL 

HABBIBT MONBOE 

The long resounding marble corridors, the shining parlors with 

shining women in them. 
The French room, with its gilt and garlands wider plump little 

tumbling painted loves. 
The Turkish room, with its jumble of many carpets and its stiffly 

squared un-Turkish chairs. 
The English room, all heavy crimson and gold, with spreading 

palms lifted high in round green tubs. 
The electric lights in twos and threes and hundreds, made into 

festoons and spirals and arabesques, a maze and ^ magic of 

bright persistent radiance. 
The people sitting in comers by twos and threes, and cooing to- 
gether under the glare. 
The long rows of silent people in chairs, watching with eyes that 

see not while the patient band tangles the air with music. 
The bell-boys marching in with cards, and shouting names over 

and over into ears that do not heed. 
The stout and gorgeous dowagers in lacy white and lilac, bedizened 

with many jewels, with smart little scarlet or azure hats on 

their gray-streaked hair. 
The business men in trim and spotless suits, who walk in and out 

with eager steps, or sit at the desks and tables, or watch the 

shining women. 
The telephone girls forever listening to far voices, with the silver 

band over their hair and the little black caps obliterating 

their ears. 
The telegraph tickers sounding their perpetual chU — ckit-ckii 

from the uttermost ends of the earth. 
The waiters, in black swallow-tails and white aprons, passing here 

and there with trays of bottles and glasses. 
The quiet and sumptuous bar-room, with purplish men softly 

drinking in little alcoves, while the barkeeper, mixing bright 

liquors, is rapidly plying his bottles. 
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THE HOTEL 3S1 

The great bedecked and gilded csd€, with its glitter of a thousand 
mimors, with its little white tables bearing gluttonous dishes 
whereto bright forks, held by pampered hands, flicker dain- 
tily back and forth. 

The white-tiled, immaculate kitchen, with many little round blue 
fires, where white-dad cooks are making spiced and flavored 
dishes. 

The cool cellars filled with meats and fruits, or layered with sealed 
and bottled wines mellowing softly in the darkness. 

The invisible stories of furnaces and machines, burrowing deep 
down into the earth, where grimy workmen are heavily 
laboring. 

The many-windowed stories of little homes and shelters and sleep- 
ing-places, reaching up into the night like some miraculous, 
high-piled honeycomb of wax-white cells. 

The clothes inside of the cells — the stuffs, the silks, the laces; 
the elaborate delicate disguises that wait in trunks and draw- 
ers and closets, or bedrape and conceal human flesh. 

The people inside of the clothes, the bodies white and yotmg, 
bodies fat and bulging, bodies wrinkled and wan, all alike 
veiled by fine fabrics, sheltered by walls and roofs, shut in 
from the sun and stars. 

The souls inside of the bodies — the naked souls; souls weazen 
and weak, or proud and brave; all imprisoned in flesh, wrap- 
ped in woven stuffs, enclosed in thick and painted masonry, 
shut away with many shadows from the shining truth. 

God inside of the souls, God veiled and wrapped and imprisoned 
and shadowed in fold on fold of flesh and fabrics and mock- 
eries; but ever alive, struggling and rising again, seeking the 
light, freeing the world. 
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A JAPANESE WOOD-CARVING 

AMY LOWELL 

High up above the open, welcoming door 

It hangs» a piece of wood with colors dim. 

Once, long ago, it was a waving tree. 

And knew the sun and shadow through the leaves 

Of forest trees, in a thick eastern wood. 

The winter snows had bent its branches down. 

The spring had swelled its buds with coming flowers. 

Summer had run like fire through its veins. 

While autiunn pelted it with chestnut burrs 

And strewed the leafy ground with acorn cups. 

Dark midnight storms had roared and crashed among 

Its branches, breaking here and there a limb; 

But every now and then broad sunlight days 

Lovingly lingered, caught among the leaves. 

Yes, it had known all this, and yet to us 

It does not speak of mossy forest ways. 

Of whispering pine trees or the shimmering birch; 

But of quick winds and the salt, stinging sea! 

An artist once, with patient, carefid knife. 

Had fashioned it hke to the untamed sea. 

Here waves uprear themselves, their tops blown back 

By the gay, simny wind, which whips the blue 

And breaks it into gleams and sparks of light. 

Among the flashing waves are two white birds 

Which swoop, and soar, and scream for very joy 

At the wild sport. Now diving quickly in. 

Questing some glistening fish; now flying up. 

Their dripping feathers shining in the sun. 

While the wet drops like little gleams of light. 

Fall pattering backward to the parent sea; 

Gliding along the green and foam-flecked hollows 

Or skimming some white crest about to break, — 

The spirits of the sky deigning to stoop 

And play with ocean in a summer mood. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? 858 

Himging above the high» wide-open door. 
It brings to us in quiet, firelit room. 
The freedom of the earth's vast solitudes 
Where heaping, sunny waves tumble and roll. 
And sea-birds scream in wanton happiness. 



DO YOU REMEMBER? 

liABOABET FBESCOTT MONTAGUE 

Do you remember, from the dim delight 

Of long ago, the dreamy summer night. 

So full, so soft, when you, a sleepy child. 

Lay in your faintly star-light room, and smiled 

Responsive to the laughter of the folk 

Who sat upon the porch below and spoke 

From time to time, or sang a snatch of song? 

Do you remember still, across the long 

Years' way the perf lune from the flower beds 

Wafted in gusts of sweetness, as the heads 

Of drowsy blooms were shaken by the wind? 

And wistful, do you still hold in your mind 

The myriad doings of the summer night? 

The tree-toads, and the cricket's chirp, the flight 

Of fire-flies, those burglars of the dark. 

Who flash their lantern light, then veil its spark: 

The breathless calling of the whip-poor-wills» 

A sobbing screech-owl off among the hills? 

Then — cobweb visions over dreamy eyes — 

Do you remember how in mystic guise 

Sleep 'gan to wave her mantle o'er your head? 

Now far, now near, the shadowy folds she spread. 

Slow, and more slow, until at last they fell 

And wrapt you in their slumb'rous heavy swell — 

And so, dose gathered into happy rest. 

Sleep caught you fast against her fragrant breast. 

Then set her vdvet pinions wide in flight 

And bore you through the wonder of the night* 
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IN MEMOBIAM 
LEO: A YELLOW CAT 

liABGABET 8HEBWOOD 

Lr, to your twilight land of dieam, — 

Peraephoae» Persephone* 
Drifting with all your shadow host, — 
Dim sunlight comes with sudden gleam. 
And you lift veiled eyes to see 
Slip past a little golden ghost. 
That wakes a sense of springing flowers. 
Of nesting birds, and lambs new-bom. 
Of spring astir in quickening hours. 
And yoimg blades of Demeter's com; 
For joy of that sweet i^impse of sun, 
O goddess of unnumbered dead. 
Give one soft touch, — if only one, — 
To that uplifted, pleading head! 
Whisper some kindly word to bless 
A wistful soul who understands 
That life is but one long caress 
Of gentle words and gentle hands. 



NOVEMBER IN THE CITY 

EDITH WTATT 

To-NIOHT the rain blows down from misty places 
Above the roof-tops where the pigeons fly; 
And quick the steps, intent the city's faces 
That say that we must hurry — you and I. 
Oh, why? So much speeds throu^ this twilight rain-time. 
That's not worth keeping up with. By-and-by 
We'll wonder why we always knew the train-time. 
And yet knew not November — you and L 
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NOVEMBEB IN THE CITY 885 

In quiet let us hark. Not till we listen 

Shall any song arise for you and me: 

Nor ever this broad-stippling music glisten 

Twice-told at twilight down the dty sea. 

The fog-horns call. The lake-winds rush. Just lately 

I watched the dty lights bloom star on star 

Along the streets, and terrace-spaced and stately 

Touch moated height and coronet afar. 

November's winds blow towards the garnered grain-land. 

Blue-buoyM all the shepherd whistles bay; 

And flocking down Chicago's dusk-barred mainland. 

The steam and fog-fleeced mists run, buff and gray. 

Silence and sound; wide echoes; rain-dropped spaces; 

Deep-rumbling dray and dripping trolley-car; 

Steps multitudinous and countless faces 

Along the doudy street, lit star on star. 

Oh, had you thought that only woods and oceans 

Were meant to speak the truth to you and me — 

That only tides' and stars' immortal motions 

Said we are part of all eternity? 

The rains that fall and fly in silver tangent, 

The passing steps, the fogs that die and live. 

These chords that pale and darken, hushed and plangent. 

Sing proud the praise of splendors fugitive. 

For fleet-pulsed mists and mortal steps and faces 

More move me than the tides that know no years — 

And music blown from rain-swept human places 

More stirs me than the stars untoudied with tears. 

I t-Timk that such a night as this has never 

Sung argent here, before; and not again 

Will all these tall-roofed intervals that sever 

These streets and comers, etched with lamp-lit rain 

Tell just this cool-thrilled tale of midland spaces. 

And lake-bom mists, that black-lined building's prow 

That cuts the steam, this dream in peopled places 

That sings its deep-breathed beauty, here and now. 
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886 PANAMA HYMN 

November winds wing towards the gamered grain-land. 

The dty lights have risen. Proud and free» 

Far music swinging down the dusk-baned mainland 

Cries we are part of all eternity. 

Let me remember, let me rise and sing it! 

For others may the mountains be the sign. 

Sun» stars, the wooded earth, the seas that ring it. 

Of melody immortaL Here is mine. 

This night, when rain blows down through midland spaces 

And lake-bom mists; a black-lined building's prow 

That cuts the steam; a dream in pec^led places 

That sings its deep-breathed beauty here and now. 



PANAMA HYMN 

WENDELL PHILLIPS STAFFOBD 

We join to-day the east and west. 
The stormy and the tranquil seas. 

O Father, be the bridal blest! 
The earth is on her knees^ 

Thou, Thou didst give our hand the might 
To hew the hemisphere in twain 

And level for these waters bright 
The mountain with the main: 

I 
In freedom let the great ships go 

On freedom's errand, sea to sea, — 
The oceans rise, the hills bend low. 

Servants of liberty. 

The nations here shall flash through foam 
And paint their pennons with the sim 

Till every harbor is a home 
And all the flags are one. 
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YELLOW WABBLEBS 887 

We join to-day the east and west. 
The stormy and the tranquil seas. 

O Father, be the bridal blest! 
Earth waits it on her knees. 



YELLOW WARBLEBS 

KATHARINE LEB BATES 

The first faint dawn was flushing up the skies. 
When, dreamland still bewildering mine eyes, 
I looked out to the oak that, winter-long, — 
A winter wild with war and woe and wrong, — 
Beyond my casement had been void of song. 

And lo! with golden buds the twigs were set. 
Live buds that warbled like a rivulet 
Beneath a veil of willows. Then I knew 
Those tiny voices, dear as drops of dew. 
Those flying daffodils that fleck the blue. 

Those sparkling visitants from myrtle isles — 
Wee pilgrims of the sun, that measured miles 
Lmumerable over land and sea 
With wings of shining inches. Flakes of glee. 
They filled that dark old oak with jubilee. 

Foretelling in delicious roundelays 

Their dainty courtships on the dipping sprays. 

How they should fashion nests, mate helping mate. 

Of milk-weed flax and fern-down delicate. 

To keep sky-tinted eggs inviolate. 

Listening to those blithe notes, I slipped once more 
From lyric dawn through dreamland's open dpor. 
And there was God, Eternal Life that sings 
Eternal joy, brooding all mortal things, 
A nest of stars, beneath untroubled wings. 
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AT NIGHT 

LAXTRA BPENCEB FOBTOB 

Is my heart ofdered, dean» and sweet. 
For my loved Master's hasting feet? 

Is my heart warm, that, when He stands 
Chilled, He may stoop and warm his hands? 

And quiet that He may be Uest — 
Tired from all turmoil — and have rest? 

And lighted, that He may forget 

The rough road, and the storm and wet? 

Garnished with fragrant flowers, that might 
Recall dear joys across black night? 

And is there bread? and wine? lest He 
Should thirst — or should be hungry? 

Hark! Who is there? Oh, enter in! 
Enters a man bowed down with sin. 

Behind him, bent, is one who stands, 
A broken heart within her hands; 

And back of them (oh, shut the wild 
Night out!) a shrinking starvM child. 

A step! O Master, do not wake 

Thy friends who sleep here for thy sake! 

Disturb them not, O Mighty Guest! 
They sleep! They have such need of rest! 

The Master smiles, then He and I 
Go softly; speak but whisperingly. 
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ONLY A MATTER OP TIME 

CHBISTOFHEB MOBIiEY 

DowK-siiiPPiNa Time, sweet, swift, and shallow stream. 
Here, like a boulder, lies thb afternoon 
Across your eager flow. So you shall stay. 
Deepened and dammed, to let me breathe and be. 
Your troubled fluency, your running gleam 
Shall pause, and circle idly, still and clear: 
The while I lie and search your glassy pool, 
Where, gently coiling in their lazy round, 
Unseparable minutes drift and swim, 
Eddy and rise and brim. And I will see 
How many crystal bubbles of slack Time 
The mind can hold and cherish in one Nofw! 

Now, for one conscious vacancy of sense. 
The stream is gathered in a deepening pond. 
Not a mere moving mirror. Through the sharp 
Correct reflection of the standing scene 
The mind can dip, and cleanse itself with rest. 
And see, slow spinning in the lucid gold. 
Your liquid motes, imperishable Time. 

It cannot be. The runnel slips away: 
The dear smooth downward sluice begins again. 
More brightly slanting for that trembling pause. 
Leaving the sense its conscious vague unease. 
As when a sonnet flashes on the mind. 
Trembles and bums an instant, and is gone. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO N. S.. WHO DIED IN BATTLE 

BDITH BIGKBBT 

I KNBW you glad to go; I envied you. 

To pour the giory of your young life forth 

In one libation — what more happy lot? 

Be spared the slow, sad drip of dreams and hopes» 

Of loves and memories, that leaves us dry 

And bitter, seared and bleared with creeping age — 

Who would not die in battle? Life cut short? 

Nay, blossomed in a moment, rich with fruit. 

Blossom and fruit together, which the years 

Might never ripen, uneventful years 

Of nursery-gardening one small, precious self. 

Which seeds and dies and none knows why it was. 

I knew you glad to go; you knew not why — 
The sting of high adventure in your blood. 
The salt of danger savoring nights and days; 
And in your heart the wave of some unknown 
Deep feeling shared with comrades, that bore you on 

The tideways that the coward never knows. 
Nor he who hoards his life for his own ends. 

O happy boy, you have not lost your years! 

You lived them through and through in those brief days 

When you stood facing death. They are not lost: 

They rushed together as the waters rush 

From many sources; you had all in one. 

You filled your little cup with all experience. 
And drank the golden foam, and left the dregs. 
And tossed the cup away. Why should we mourn 
Your happiness? You burned dear flame, while he 
Who treads the endless march of dusty years 
Grows blind and choked with dust before he dieSi 
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And dying goes back to the primal dust. 
And has not lived so long in those long years 
As you in your few vibrant golden months 
When like a spendthrift you gave all you were* 



THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 

ROBERT FROST 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood» 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair. 
And having perhaps the better claim 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear. 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same. 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I marked the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, 
I took the one less traveled by. 
And that has made all the difference. 
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THE LETTER 

O. W. FIBKINS 

LiTTLB enough the letter said. 

What could they say but, "He is dead"? 

It was sealed and stamped and the name engrossed; 
They gave it to the maid to post. 

As she dropped the note in the teeming square. 
She jested with the idlers there. 

As it went to the car, the truckmen joked; 
The agent sat on the bag and smoked. 

The carrier sped from door to door. 
Gurgling over the batsman's score. 

As he mounted the steps which the creepers roof. 
He whistled a catch from an op6ra bouffe. 

It lay in the hall on a silver tray, 
'Twixt a bill and a card for a d6jeuner. 

The girl came laughing down the stair; 
The feet danced, danced the lips and hair. 

And the mother smiled as she turned her head. 
And gave her the note: "For you," she said. 
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HENBY NEWBOLT 

He gave us all a good-bye cheerily 

At the first dawn of day; 
We dropped him down the side full drearily 

When the light died away. 
It's a dead dark watch that he*s a-keeping there. 
And a long» long night that lags a-creeping there» 
Where the Trades and the tides roll over him, 

And the great ships go by. 

He's there alone» with green seas rocking him 

For a thousand miles round; 
He's there alone, with dumb things mocking him, 

And we're homeward bound. 
It's a long, lone watch that he's a-keeping there. 
And a dead cold night that lags a-creeping there. 
While the months and the years roll over him. 

And the great ships go by. 

I wonder if the tramps come near enough. 

As they thrash to and fro. 
And the battleship's bells ring dear enough 

To be heard down below; 
If through all the lone watch that he's a-keeping there. 
And the long, cold night that lags a-creeping there, 
The voices of the sailor-men shall comfort him 

When the great ships go by. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SAFE 

OUVE TILFOBD DABGAN 

Mt dream-fruit tree a palace bore 

In fltone'a reality. 
And friends and treasures, art and lore 

Came in to dwell with me. 

But palaces for gods are made; 

I shrank to man, or less; 
Gold-barriered, yet chill, afraid. 

My soul shook shelterless. 

I found a cottage in a wood. 
Warmed by a hearth and maid; 

And fed and slept, and said 't was good, — 
Ah, love-nest in the shade! 

The walls grew dose, the roof pressed low, 

Soft arms my jailers were; 
My naked soul arose to go. 

And shivered bright and bare. 

No more I sought for covert kind; 

The blast bore on my head; 
And lo, with tempest and with wind 

My soul was garmented. 

Here on the hills the writhing storm 

Cloaks well and shelters me; 
I wrap me round and I am warm. 

Warm for eternity. 
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BICHABD HOYET 

Whbn I am standing on a mountain crest. 
Or hold the tiller in the dashing spray. 
My love of you leaps foaming in my breast. 
Shouts with the winds and sweeps to their foray; 
My heart bounds with the horses of the sea. 
And plunges in the wild ride of the night. 
Flaunts in the teeth of tempest the large glee 
That rides out Fate and welcomes gods to fight. 
Ho, love! I laugh aloud for love of you. 
Glad that our love is fellow to rough weather; 
No fretful orchid hothoused from the dew. 
But hale and hardy as the highland heather. 
Rejoicing in the wind that stings and thrills. 
Comrade of ocean, playmate of the hills. 



TWO SONNETS 

WILFEHD WILSON OIBSON 
I. TBDE PAISLEY SHAWL 

What were his dreams who wove this colored shawl — 

The gray, hard-bitten weaver, gaunt and dour. 

Out of whose grizzled memory, even as a flower 

Out of bleak winter, at young April's call. 

In the old tradition of flowers breaks into bloom. 

Blossomed the old and intricate design 

Of softly glowing hues and exquisite line — 

What were his dreams, crouched at his cottage loom? 

What were her dreams, the laughing April lass 
Who first in the flowering of yoimg delight. 
With parted lips and eager, tilted head 
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And aluiiiDg ^es* about her ahouldcn white 
Drew the soft fabric of kindling green and red. 
Standing before the candle-lighted glass? 



n. HANDS 

Tempest without: within the mdlow glow 
Of mingling lamp and firelight over all — 
Etchings and water-colors on the wall, 
Cushi<»ui and curtains of dear indigo» 
Bugs, damask-red, and blue as Tynan seas. 
Deep chairs, black oaken settles, hammered brass, 
IVansluoent porcdain and sea-green glass, 
G>lor and warmth and light and dreamy ease. 
And I sit wondering where are now the hands 
That wrought at anvil, easel, wheel, and loom, — 
Hands, slender, swart, red, gnaried, — in f ordgn lands 
Or English shops to furnish this seemly room; 
And all the whOe, without, the windy rain 
Drums like dead fingers tapping at the pane. 



SOLWAY FOBD 

WILFRID WILSON GIBSON 

Hb greets you with a smile from friendly eyes. 
But never speaks, nor rises from his bed. 
Beneath the green night of the seas he lies. 
The whole world's waters weighing on his head. 

The empty wain made slowly over the sand; 

And he, with hands in pockets, at its side 

Was trudging, deep in dream, the while he scanned 

With blue unseeing eyes the far-off tide: 

When, stumbling in a hole, with startled ndgh, 

EBs young horse reared; and, snatching at the rein. 

He slipped: the wheels went over him where he lay; 
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Tlien, turning-turtle, over him the wain 

Fell, clattering, as the plunging beast broke free. 

And made for home: and pinioned, and half-dead, 

He ^ay, and listened to the far-off sea; 

And seemed to hear it surging overhead 

Already; though *t was full an hour or more 

Until high tide, when Solway's shining flood 

Should sweep the shallow firth from shore to shore. 

He felt a salty tingle in his blood; 

And seemed to stifle, drowning. Then again. 

He knew that he must lie a lingering while 

Before the sea should dose above his plEun, 

Although the advancing waves had scarce a mile 

To travel, creeping nearer, inch by inch. 

With little runs and sallies over the sand. 

Shut in dose dark, he fdt his body flinch 
From each cold wave as it drew nearer-hand. 
He saw the froth of each oncoming crest; 
And felt the tugging of the ebb and flow. 
And waves already breaking over his breast; 
Though still far-off they murmured, faint and low; 
Yet creeping nearer, inch by inch; and now 
He felt the cold drench of the drowning wave. 
And the salt cold of death on lips and brow; 
And sank, and sank . . . while still, as in a grave. 
In the dose dark beneath the crushing cart. 
He lay, and limned to the far-off sea. 
Wave after wave was knocking at his heart. 
And swishing, swishing, swishing ceaselessly 
About his ears — cold waves that never reached 
His shriveling lips to slake his hell-hot thirst . . . 
Close by him suddenly a barn-owl screeched • . . 
He smdt the smell of oil-cake • . • when there burst 
Through the big barn's wide-open doors, the sea — 
The whole sea sweeping on him with a roar . . • 
He dutched a falling rafter, dizzily • • • 
Then sank through drowning deeps, to rise no more. 
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Down, ever down, and down, and down he sank 

Huough cold green night, ten thousand fathoms deep. 

Ws fiery lips deep draughts of cold sea drank 

That filled his body with strange icy sleep. 

Until he felt no longer that numb ache. 

The dead weight lifted from his legs at last: 

And yet he gazed with open ^es awake 

Up the green, glassy glooms through which he passed; 

And saw far overhead the keels of ships 

Grow smaU and smaller, dwindling out of sight; 

And watched the bubbles rising from his lips; 

And silver salmon swimming in green ni^t; 

And queer big golden bream with scarlet fins 

And. emerald eyes and fiery-flashing taib; 

Enormous eels with purple-spotted skins; 

And mammoth unknown fish with sapphire scales 

That bore down on him with red jaws agape. 

Like yawning furnaces of blinding heat; 

And when it seemed to him as though escape 

From those hell-mouths were hopeless, his bare feet 

Touched bottom: and he lay down in his place 

Among the dreamless legions of the drowned. 

The calm of deqM unsounded on his face. 

And calm within his heart; while all around 

Upon the midmost ocean's crystal floor 

The naked bodies of dead seamen lay. 

Dropped, sheer and dean, from hubbub, brawl and roar. 

To peace too deep for any tide to sway. 

The little waves were lapping round the cart 
Already, when they rescued him from death, 
life cannot touch the quiet of his heart 
To joy or sorrow, as, with easy breath 
And smiling lips, upon his back he lies. 
And never speaks, nor rises from his bed; 
Gazing through those green glooms with happy eyes. 
While gold and sapphire fish swim overhead. 
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A CHANT OP LOVE FOR ENGLAND 

HELEN OBAY GONE 

A BONG of hate is a song of hell; 
Some there be that sing it well. 
Let them sing it loud and long. 
We lift our hearts in a loftier song: 
We lift our hearts to heaven above. 
Singing the glory of her we love — 
ENGLAND! 

Glory of thought and glory of deed. 
Glory of Hampden and Rimnymede; 
Glory of ships that sought far goals. 
Glory of swords and glory of soub! 
Glory of songs moimting as birds. 
Glory immortal of magical words; 
Glory of Milton, glory of Nelson, 
Tragical glory of Gordon and Scott; 
Glory of Shelley, glory of Sidney, 
Glory transcendent that perishes not — 
Hers is the story, hers be the glory, 
ENGLAND! 

Shatter her beauteous breast ye may; 
The Spirit of England none can slay! 
Dash the bomb on the dome of Paul's — 
Deem ye the fame of the Admiral falls? 
Pry the stone from the chancel floor — 
Dream ye that Shakespeare shall live no more? 
Where is the giant shot that kills 
Wordsworth walking the old green hiUs? 
Trample the red rose on the ground — 
Keats is Beauty whOe earth spins round! 
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• 
Bind her, grind her» bum her with fire» 

Cast her ashes into the sea — 
She shall escape, she shall aspire. 
She shall arise to make men free: 
She shall arise in a sacred scom. 
Lighting the lives that are yet unborn. 
Spirit supernal. Splendor eternal, 
ENGLAND! 



THE T^O PORRINGEBS 

JOHN IXNLEY 

When Brother Amftsialbene of the Convent of Saint Fnsun of 
Asflissi died. Brother Juniper felt mich lorrow that he wished to have 
two porringers made of the head of Amaaalbene in memory of him and 
for devotion's sake. The wish has new occasion. 

Bbavb fellow, who hast died for other's sake 
In some wet, fetid trench or blasted field, 
I beg of earth thy skull, that it may be 
A deathless symbol of thy fortitude. 
I'd make of this, thy crown, two porringers. 
One for my food and one for drink, that I, 
Touching in himger or in thirst their rims. 
Might learn to face without complaint my ills. 
Shun softness, luxury, and paunched ease. 
Know the dose comradeship of fearless men 
In such democracy as cheers the fit. 
Endure misfortune without bitterness. 
And fight as fiercely for my troubled land 
As thou, O valiant one, hast fought for thine. 

I'd scour the battle-fields of France to find 
Such cups in which to pledge my country's life. 
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A NOSEGAY OP SPRING POETS 

LEONARD HATCH 
TBDB VERY HUMBLE LEFT MOTIF 

Mud and raindrops and elm boughs gray 9 
Or ass blades free cj their tdntry pali. 
The note of a far-away robin's caU, 
And the ihriU cf fresh young life in the day. 

How Alexander Pope might haoe Expressed Himself 

Now all the Zephyrs sound the call to Spring, 
As o'er the heaven's ethereal plain they wing; 
Now all the Graces trip with stately mien 
The wide enameled lawns' new-tinted green. 
The radiant orb of Heaven blazes hot. 
And pierces every shady forest grot; 
While dwellers of the glades relax their throats. 
To trill in feathered rivalry their notes; 
Now every doud weeps crystal tears of rain 
For Man's proud foot to spurn in mire again. 

Thus Nature's art is ever lavish spent 

To make the earth Man's chief est ornament: 

So vilest Man may revel in the sight. 

And learn the truth. What must be, must be right. 

What Austin Dobson might Indite 

You need not far a-hunting go 

A Triolet of Spring to seek; 
For all about fresh blossoms grow, 
You need not far a-hunting go. 
Here at your feet there sprout the cro- 
cuses and blue violets meek; 
You need not far a-hunting go 

A Triolet of Spring to seek. 
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After Lyly^ Jonaon^ and Others 

Now Spring her fairest gariands strewed* — 

Across the meadow and the wood, — 

Of fragrant breezes, saffron moTnS:> 

Daisies and roses without thorns. 

And daffodils and lilies white 

That sleep like virgin maids all ni^t. 

The lambs curvet o'er stones and grass. 
And sweet desire claims the lass. 
And on that day within the shade 
Cupid and my Corinna played: 
The game was cards, and in good part; 
The stake was fair Corinna's heart. 

At last Corinna lost the prize. 
And April showers drowned her eyes; 
But Cupid in his wanton glee 
Gave my chaste lady's heart to me; 
And when Corinna saw 't was mine. 
With April sun her eyes did shine. 

What Rvdyard Kipling might Dash off 

Ye have moiled and babbled and boasted 

Of the Spring so far away; 
Come, — leave your threshing of what has been. 

For the Spring of the Great To-day. 

Ye may maimder about the morrow. 

Ye may christen it Grolden Age; 
But the Gold lies snug in its rift to-day. 

For you if ye pay the wage. 

Ye need not sweat to gain it; 

Ye need no gems to pay: 
For now ye may find the golden Spring, 

The Spring of the Great To-day. 
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How Robert Browning might have Written 

Do you not see? (Ay, off swings my trick again.) 
"By all Rome's cassocks* I have eyes!** you say. 
Good Wink-eye! Look then: — mirror framed below! — 
So! Well enough for you, — for me, poor churl, 
I need not scourge my port-bedouded brain 
(Ill-omened port) to point the vista home. 
So, win or lose, I — solus — up-perched there, 
A-squat within the window's mullioned frame 
Fused (whack! whang!) by smithcraft of some Florentine. 
— You're with me yet? Troll me no lies, I pray! — 
I gazed me down upon the rubble pave 
Muddy, but a-sweetening in the April sun 
Which shines (How know I? — God save the mark — I guessed) 
Spring-wise upon these cobbles **ad infinitym'* 
(Meaning "forever" in the Briton's vernacular). 
Then, with a tilt o' the eyelid, on buttress point 
I glimpsed (Mark you the vista well, my friend!) 
Two Spring-sprung pigeons, — carrier, belike. 
So, gazing starward, whisked along my veins 
The call of Spring. — (Thbk you I babble, sir?) 

What Walt Whitman might have had to say on the Subject 

I feel that the Spring has at last come. 

I, Walt Whitman, feel this: 

For I can hear the chirp of the robin, — the male robin, the female 
robin, the robin flying to the nest with a bit of string in his 
bill, the baby robins, their mouths distended eager for the 
worm; 

The cat-bird, the bobolink, the whip-poor-will, the red-winged 
black-bird, the oriole, the vireo, the junco, the scarlet tana- 
ger, the cuckoo, the pewee, the finch, the lark, the ibis, and 
the nightingale. 

I can hear them all. 

Did you ever try to hear a robin sing? 



24 
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I can also hear the factory whistle, the boom of the surf, the 
vibrant thrill of a troUey-car rounding its curve, the plash of 
a river among its reeds, the oath of a gin-soaked stevedore, 
the cry of a baby pricked by a safety-pin. 

Did you ever try to beat an egg with a crocus stalk? 

Try it! 

You may enjoy it. 

Then again you may not. 

I feel the April mud on my ankles. 

I do not feel it alone. 

Others feel it. 

The little boy feeb it as he hurries to the kindergarten; the type- 
writer giri feels it squunch round her new Oxford ties; the 
greasy immigrant feeb it as he slouches with his dinner-pail 
toward the quarry; the broker — his lips still warm with the 
good-by kiss of his wife — feels it. 

I fed the Spring in every atom of my terrestrial being: 

I feel it in my eyelashes; in my finger-nails; 

In my left elbow; in a wen on the right-hand side of my nose, I 
feel it; 

In my ten toes; in my nine fingers, — for one finger I lost on a 
buzz-saw when a boy. 

In every particular and separate scintilla of me, myself, I feel the 

Spring. 
Do you also feel it? 
I hope so! 

As William Wordaworth might have Sung 

I found a ragged peasant boy 

Asleep upon the lea; 
I said to him, '^My peasant boy. 

Now tdl how this can be!'* 

Said he: *'My father ploughs the fields. 

My sister darns the stocking. 
My mother scrubs the pots and pans, — 

But sir, I fear you're mocking. 
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''So here upon this grassy hill 
I tend the parish sheep; 
You did not find me wide awake 
Because I was asleep." 

"My boy/' cried I, "you thrill my heart 
With joy this very minute. 
Since you can spend your time in sleep 
Or listen to the linnet. 

"You win a greater blessing here 
Than any sage can bring. 
Or any dried philosopher, — 
For here you breathe the Spring." 

But as I spoke he fell asleep 

Beneath that budding tree; 
I turned away again, and, oh, 

The difference to me! 

Edgar Allan Poe*8 Idea of Spring 

An isle, like a leaf on a stagnant tarn. 

Sleeps on the liquescent sea; 
The brooding waters around it crawl 

Like gnawing worms o'er a tree; 
Like the writhing blood-red worms of Spring 

At feast on a Spring-time tree. 

The filmy air enshrouds this isle. 

The woodlands are dank and cool; 
No Zephyr fondles the cypress boughs. 

Nor sweeps the scum from a pool; 
No bird-note wakes the putrescent marsh. 

There is only the laugh of a Ghoul 
In his Spring-time sport with a Will o' the Wisp, — 

A chuckling, midnight Ghoul; 
In his dalliance here with a Will o' the Wisp, — 

A blood-bedabbled Ghoul. 
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As Robert Lovis Stevenwn might haoe Svng 

At morning first I raise my head» 
Then sit up in my little bed. 
Look out my window toward the sky 
Where great white clouds go trundling by. 

I see the fields all bare and brown. 
The muddy roads which lead to town. 
The bobbing white-caps on the sea. 
The tattoed sailors by the quay; 

I hear a Bobin Eed-breast sing, 
I smell the pleasant smells of Spring; 
And then I dress and go to play 
Out in the sunshine all the day. 



THE BELLS OF PEACE 

JOHN GALSWOBTHT 

LiUES are here, tall in the garden bed. 
And on the moor are still the buds of May; 
Roses are here — and, tolling for our dead. 
The bells of Peace make summer holiday. 

Listening? They, who in their Springtime went? 
The young, the brave dead, leaving all behind. 
All of their home, love, laughter, and content. 
The village sweetness and the Western wind. 

Leaving the quiet trees and the cattle red. 
The Southern soft mist over granite tor — 
Whispered from life, by secret valor led 
To face the horror that their souls abhor. 

Here in the starlight to the owl's ''To-whoo!" 
They wandered once — they wander still, maybe. 
Dreaming of home, clinging the long night through 
To sound and sight fastened in memory. 
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Here in the sunlight and the bracken green — 
Wild happy roses starring every lane — 
Eager to reach the good that might have been. 
They loerv at peace. Are they at peace again? 

Bells of remembrance, on this summer eve 
Of our relief, Peace and Goodwill ring in! 
Ring out the Past, and let not Hate bereave 
Our dreaming dead of all they died to win! 



"STARS IN THEIR COURSES" 

{A Pilgrim by the Sea) 

BOBEBT BBIDGES, "dBOCH" 

Oh, how the stars glow there in the offing — 

Steadfast, serene on the highways of God! 
Oh, how my heart aches here in its scoffing — 

Weary, I challenge the path I have trod. 

Somewhere I missed it — the joy and the sadness — 
The fingerboard pointing the way of the heart; 

Lured by the song of a bird in its gladness — 
The gleam of a wing that led me apart. 

Or nuiybe the wild roses blinded my seeing — 
I stooped to their perfume but found not the trail; 

The highway was broad, the daylight was fleeing. 
And singing youth's lyrics I passed down the vale. 

But I lost it! And now there is no more returning; 

lighthearted and joyful I went to my fate; 
I followed the lure while the false lights were biuning. 

Then woke from my day-dream, — but outside the gate. 

Oh, how the stars in their courses are swinging — 

Steadfast, serene in the grip of the law! 
And I, foolish pilgrim, grope on but keep singing — 

Yea, baffled, I live by the vision I saw. 
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Lo^ there bam tbe xenith a bri^t star is iaDiiig! — 
A pathway of l^oiy that ends in the daik; 

I see, thou^ I've lost — and the visian^s enthialling 
One law for the planet, or star-dost, or laikl 



ON A SUBWAY EXPRESS 

CHESTEB FIREJLM8 

I, WHO haye lost the stars, the sod. 
For dulling pave and cheeriess light. 

Have made my meeting-place with God 
A new and nether night — 

Haye found a fane where thunder fills 
Loud cavems, tremulous; — and these 

Atcme me for my reverend hiUs 
And moonlit silences. 

A figment in the crowded daik. 
Where men sit muted by the roar, 

I ride upon the whirring Spaik 
Beneath the city's floor. 

In this dim firmament, the stars 
Whiri by in blazing files and tiers; 

Kin meteors graze our flying bars. 
Amid the q)inning spheres. 

Speed! speed! until the quivering rails 
Flash silver where the head-light gleams. 

As when on lakes the Moon impales 
The waves upon its beams. 

life throbs about me, yet I stand 

Outgazing on majestic Power; 
Death rides with me, on either hand. 

In my communion hour. 
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You that 'neath oountry skies can pray» 

Scoff not at me — the city dod; — 
My only respite of the Day 

Is this wild ride — with God. 



THE WIND AND THE STREAM 

WILLIAM CULLEN BBYANT 

A BROOK came stealing from the ground; 
You scarcely saw its silvery gleam 

Among the herbs that hung around 
The borders of that winding stream, — 
A pretty stream, a placid stream, 
A softly gliding, bashful stream. 

A breeze came wandering from the sky, 
Light as the whispers of a dream; 

He put the overhanging grasses by. 
And gayly stooped to kiss the stream, — 

The pretty stream, the flattered stream. 

The shy, yet unreluctant stream. 

The water, as the wind passed o'er. 
Shot upward many a glancing beam. 

Dimpled and quivered more and more. 
And tripped along a liveHer stream, — 
The flattered stream, the simpering stream. 
The fond, delighted, silly stream. 

Away the airy wanderer flew 
To where the fields with blossoms teem. 

To sparkling springs and rivers blue. 
And left alone that little stream, — 
The flattered stream, the cheated stream. 
The sad, forsaken, lonely stream. 
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That careless wind no more came back; 
He wanders yet the fields, I deem; 

But on its melancholy track 
Complaining went that little stream, — 
The cheated stream, the hopeless stream, 
Ihe ever murmuring, moaning stream. 



ABOUT TOOLS 

THB CONTBEBUTOBS' CLUB 

I UKX a knife that makes a good 
Clean shaving when you whittle wood* 
However sharp a knife may be. 
It's not a bit too sharp for me. 
And if I cut myself somewhere, 
I guess that is my own affair. 

My mother says I take real pride 
To have a thumb or finger tied 
Up with a rag and piece of string. 
And am as happy as a king. 

Itannoi proud; but I would hate 
For fear of pain to hesitate 
At any job I had to do, 
Althou^ I cut myself in two. 

The kind of tools they make for boys 
Are nothing in the world but toys. 

The kind of tools they make for men — 
Of course, they cut you now and then* 
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HAPPINESS 

JAMES BUSSELL LOWELL 

Wing-footed! thou abid'st with him 
That Bska it not: but he who hath 
Watched o'er the waves thy f adiog path 
Will never more, on ocean's rim. 
At mom or eve behold returning 
Thy high-heaped canvas shoreward yearning: 
Thou only teachest us the core 
And inmost meaning of No More, 
Thou, who first showest us thy face 
Turned o'er the shoulder's parting grace. 
And whose sad footprints we can trace 
Away from every mortal door! 



PROSPICE 

BOBEBT BBOWNING 

Fbab death? to feel the fog in my throat. 

The mist in my face. 
When the snows begin, and the blasts denote 

I am nearing the place. 
The power of the night, the press of the storm. 

The post of the foe; 
Where he stands, the Arch Fear in a visible form. 

Yet the strong man must go: 
For the journey is done and the summit attained. 

And the barriers fall. 
Though a battle's to fight ere the guerdon be gained. 

The reward of it all. 
I was ever a fighter, so — one fight more. 

The best and the last! 
Iwould hate that Death bandaged my ^es,and forebore. 

And bade me creep past. 
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No! let me taste the whole of it» fare like my peen 

The heroes of old. 
Bear the brunt, in a moment pay glad life's arrears 

Of pain, darkness, and cold. 
For sudden the worst turns the best to the brave. 

The black minute's at end. 
And the dements' rage, the fiend-voices that rave. 

Shall dwindle, shall blend. 
Shall change, shall become first a peace, then a joy. 

Then a light, then thy breast, 
O thou soul of my soul! I shall dasp thee again. 

And with God be the rest! 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND INTERPRETATIVE 
NOTES 

STORY 

A Bird Out of fhe Snare. — Dorothy Canfield Fisher, whose 
home is in Arlington, Vermont, has won distinction both as a 
writer of short stories and as a novelist. "The Squirrel-Cage" 
and "The Bent Twig" are the best-known of her novels, but her 
later book, "Home Fires in France," reflecting the impressions of 
that country which the author's three years in war work make 
significant, has added largely to her reputation. 

What means does the author employ to give the reader a dear idea of 
what precedes the action of the story? 

What is the first significant act of Jehiel? Why significant? 

How 18 the atmosphere of the surroundings created? How definite, 
geographically, is the place of the story? 

What effect is gained by having the neighbor speak in<lialect? 

Indicate the ways in which the author reveals the deeper emotional life 
of Jehiel. Notice how definitely the story is woven about the single strand 
of Jehiel's longing. 

Locate the quotation, "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the fowler." 

How are we made to know of Jehiel's attitude toward the fate that im- 
prisons him? 

What traits in the character of Deacon Bradley are revealed by the 
author? And how are these portrayed? 

Analyze the feelings that impel Jehiel to liberate his nephew from the 
snare. What part had his sister played in his life? Is that why he sacri- 
ficed his dream for her son? 

What are the most significant ways in which the author makes nature 
contribute to the interest and the theme of the story? What does Jehiel's 
final appreciation of the beauty and vitality of the old pine reveal? 

The Two Looks. — Galsworthy's name, as familiar in the 
United States as it is in England, is recognized as that of one of 
the most distinguished of modem writers. His reputation as a 
novelist is only second to that as a dramatist. His plays are sig- 
nificant in their discussion of social problems. The sympathy 
and dear-sighted justice with which he treats controversial sub- 
jects are remarkable* 
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The art of the stxvy *' The Two Loob '* Ksto in the air o! guarded 
tery that 18 created in the opening paragraphs and that continues to hover 
over the whole — even after the author has ended the written narration. 
How is this effect produced? 

Are the data sufficient for us to centre our synqiathies intelligently? Or 
do we fail to syn^Mithise with either woman? What is our attitude toward 
the dying man? 

Is anything gained by setting the story a score of years back? Andhow 
is the connection between the past and the present established? 

Is there enough told for us to assert with confidence what emotion was 
expressed in each oi the two lookif 

Three Cammandmeiits in the Vulgar Tongue. — Sir Gilbert 
Parker's name is known to every reader of contemporary fiction. 
He is the author of a vast number of short stories, poems, plays, 
and novds. He has also been interested in directing the film pro* 
duction of some of his stories. 

What are the advantages or the disadvantages of telling this story in 
the first person? 

How is the setting immediately suggested? Notice in this instance and 
elsewhere the delicate use of subordinate words and phrases. 

Why did the sick man '' put up his hand, motioning for silence," at the 
exact place in the reading? 

Study the description of Fawdor. Does it give a definite impression? 
What one detail is most suggestive? 

Contrast the methods of describing Fawdor and Pierre. Sketdh the ap- 
pearance and character of the latter. 

Study the action of the dog and comment upon the use of the episode. 

Think over Pierre's "three commandments." Can you give others 
worthy to rank with them, or are these all-inclusive? What is the differ- 
ence in psychological reaction between these constructive laws and those 
of the Ten Commandments which are merely negative? State two Inblical 
commandments from the New Testament that might be placed beside 
these. 

Study Fawdor's story for vividness of detail, emotional element, art- 
istry of expression. List the steps in the action. 

Characterize the brother. Was the parting gift of the pearl scarf-pin 
consistent with his character as you interpret it? 

What do you think of the poem and the passage relating to the Scarlet 
Hunter? Does this add to the significance of Pierre's expression "mad — 
or a saint " ? Are such visions physical or spiritual phenomena? Bead the 
wa poem written by Robert Haven Schauffler, "The White Comrade." 

Was Fawdor's reaction to his banishment — the determination never 
to ask for mercy — justifiable? How did he in later years endure the 
s? 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES 805 

Where do you find the d^ouement ? What minor facts add to the poig- 
nancy of the story's sadness? Is the joondusion artistic? inevitable? 

Discuss the use of the three commandments throughout the story. Did 
th^, in the author's consciousness, develop from the story or the story 
from them? 

As you think over the narrative, would you say that the interest is 
ddefly in the setting, in the plot, or in the character? Or is there such an 
artistic blending that all these interests merge into one harmonious effect? 

The Return of Mr. Squem. — Arthur Russell Taylor was dur- 
ing the last part of his life Rector of the Episcopal Church at York, 
Pezmsylvania. His stories of the irrepressible Mr. Squem are al- 
most his only fiction. 

The significance of the title b at once apparent to those who 
are familiar with Mr. Taylor's preceding story, ''Mr. Squem,'* 
published in the ''Atlantic Monthly" and reprinted in the vol- 
ume of "Atlantic Narratives," First Series.^ Do you consider this 
a good title? 

Note that in this story there is really no plot at all; the interest is 
centred in character — the character of Mr. Squem and the reactions of 
the others in the party to this unique personality. Analyze each of these 
reactions and discuss Mr. Squem's counter attitudes. 

How is the unity of the story secured? 

Try to formulate the opinion that you would have of Mr. Squem if you 
met him in real life — as perhaps you have. 

There are phrases and incidents which in an interesting way reveal cul- 
ture and the lack of it. Note and discuss each of them. 

Imagining yourself an editor to whom this story has been submitted, 
write a note to the author telling him frankly why you accept it '— or why 
you reject it. 

The Skeleton in My Closet — John D. Long has a distinguished 
record of public service, having been Governor of Massachusetts, 
and Secretary of the Navy during the Spanish War. His works 
include a history of the New American navy, a history of the Re- 
publican party, and a translation of the d£neid. 

Mr. Long says of this story: — 

** The centennial of Poe recalled the fascination which he had for me in 
my youth. Under its spell, nearly forty years ago, I wrote this story, 
which at least attests its influence, and which has been lying tucked away 
in an old scrap-book. 

** Poe was so intense a writer that whoever reads his stories and attempts 

^ Published by the Atlantic Monthly Press. 
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to write oiM^ 18 ^yt ooDflckNidy or unoooscbiuly to f o^^ 
after him." 

In what way does the author make the weather contribute to the at- 
mosphere of the story? 

Ho ware the sweeter and tenderer expcrienoes of family life here used as 
a foil to the more savage and passionate emotions? 

G>nmient on the sli^t character interest here devel<^Md. How is the 
reader compensated for this loss? Is this treatment typical of Poe? 

Are you throughout the story swept on by a sense of reality, or do you 
at any moment feel a lade of verisimilitude? What are some of the means 
employed to create the feeling of reali^? l¥hen is this feeling most 
intense? 

Would you, being familiar with Foe, know that he had not written the 
story? 

Conunent on the dose of the narrative. 

The Canvasser's Tale. — Mark Twain, the greatest American 
humorist, needs no introduction, but for us who meet him chiefly 
in red-leather sets, it is interesting to realize that he was once a 
frequent contributor to the pages of the "Atlantic Monthly." 

Try to analyse the humor of the story. Is it exaggeration, devemess of 
diction, whimsicality of simile, absurdity of situation, f arciod happenings 
— or what? Contrast it with " The Return of Mr. Squem," and dedde 
which type of humor makes the stronger appeal. 

What is the effect of having the canvasser use a highly poetic style? 

Select the phrases that in themadves are most humorous. 

What biblical quotation b used in the story? Is it effectivdy employed, 
or does its introduction seem irreverent? 

Do you regard "The Canvasser's Tale" as a story difficult to write? 
Contrast it in this regard with others in this collection. 

The Ladder. — Ernest Poole, who is a resident of New York 
City, travded during the World War through France, Germany, 
and Russia, as a correspondent for various magazines, ffis repu- 
tation as a Dovelist was achieved by ^'The Harbor'* and is un- 
doubtedly increased by his war-novd, "Blind." 

State in one sentence the theme of this story. 

What do you think of the characterization? Are the people indiidduals 
or types? Which is best delineated? Which the stronipest? 

Does the story give a unified impression? What makes for unity? 

Study the devdopment of the character of Bess and of the theme. Are 
they identical, or in what way are they rdated? Select passages that illus- 
trate the tedmique of the author in gradually building up a definite con- 
ception of the character of Bess and of the dominating motive of the story. 

Comment on the author's use of character contrast. 
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What is the instinct that finally triumphs? Between what foroes is the 
final conflict? 

A Pretty QuarreL — Lord Dunsany is one o! the greatest of 
modem men of letters. He is particularly famous as a dramatist, 
and has done much toward creating the dawning conception of 
Ireland as the home of poets and playwrights. Dunsany Castle is 
situated in County Meath, Ireland. 

What is the setting of this story? How does it contribute to the atmos- 
phere? Notice the names of localities; why were they chosen? Is the 
Bleeks of Eerie suggestive? 

Notice the beginning and the ending of the story? What place has the 
eagle in the narrative? 

The character of the demigods and the dwarfs is interestingly discussed. 
How did they differ? Do you despise the demigods because they '* dreamed 
of the courts of heaven"? Is not the chief difference that the demigods, 
even though they were weak, felt spiritual aspiration, and the dwarfs 
'* were contemptuous of everything that was even partly divine '*? 

Why were the dwarfs defeated in the battle? 

Does this story have any meaning besides the obvious? Is it a parable? 
How do you yourself intei^ret it? 

The Master-Weaver. — Maude Radford Warren is the author 
of several books and a number of magazine stories. The charm of 
her insight and imagination is clearly discernible in the story in- 
duded in this volmne. Mrs. Warren's home is in Ithaca, New 
York. 

Does this story seem to you true to life? Has Mrs. Warren caught for 
you the Celtic atmosphere? Discuss the various means by which she 
attains it, if you think she succeeds. 

Do you think the title a good one? Suggestive? Appropriate? Imag- 
inative? Suggest others that might have a more direct appeal. 

Is the primary charm of the story in plot, character, or setting? Sug- 
gest picturesque scenes, incidents, expressions, particularly those which 
create the Celtic feeling. 

Discuss the ethics of Aileen's decision to redeem her long-ago pledge to 
Michael, in spite of her later obligation to her son's happiness. 

Study the artistry of the ending. How is it in harmony with the whole 
atmosphere of the story? 

Semaphore. — Joseph Husband has had many varied experi- 
ences since his graduation from Harvard in 1907. It is a question 
whether there is greater adventure in the industrial life of the coal 
mines or in the navy in war time. Mr. Husband has tried both. 
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and both funish delightful material for his writings. He is now 
engaged in business in Chicago. 

With what one word would you characterize the style of this sketch? 

Study the ways in which Mr. Husband adiieves his effects. Notice the 
figures of speech — list and analyse theuL Observe also the sense of rapid 
movement; how created in ways other than the obvious? 

To many the passage of a train across the country would seem a hum- 
drum and uninspiring subject, but the author is conscious of the " adven- 
ture of the commonphice." Suggest other subjects ordinarily regarded 
as mechanical or matter-of-course which would lend themselves to this 
sort of treatment. 

Explain the allusions to Mary and Martha, and interpret the author's 
thought. What was the original story of which he is thinking? 

Do you regard this as a powerful narrative? In what lies its charm? 

litde Kaintiick. — Margaret Presoott Montague lives among 
the hills of West Virginia and writes delightfully of the Southern 
mountain people. Since the war she has treated deeper themes: 
"Eagland to America,'* ''Unde Sam of Freedom Ridge,'* and 
"The Gift" are some of the most exquisite and touching stories 
resulting from the spiritual influence of the conflict. 

Would this story told in conventional English have the charm that it 
now possesses* What does the use of dialect accomplish? 

Think back to the opening scene in the store. Could you paint from 
memory an iUustratkm suitable for use with the story? What do you 
think of Miss Montague's skill in suggestion? 

Discuss the quality of the character portrayal. Sketch the characters 
of the store-keeper, Adrian Blair, and Little Kaintuck. Does the interest 
of the story lie chiefly in character, plot, or setting? Discuss the method of 
character presentation; do we obtain our insight through conversation, 
description, or revealing action? 

Outline the plot. Technically speaking, is there a plot or merely a 
narrative thread? 

If this story makes an appeal to you, try to analyze the source of that 
appesl. 

Jean Louis. — ''Jean Louis" is the only contribution to the 
"Atlantic" from the pen of A. Hugh Fisher, an English writer. 

Note in the first paragraph the author's use of contrast. What purpose 
is served? 

What is gained by the descriptive detail of the figure on Calvary? 

Comment on the rather detailed attention directed toward the pipe and 
tobacco. Does it seem to you effective? 

What character traits are revealed in the conversation between the old 
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man and the stranger? Comment on the plot interest which the dialogue 
develops. 

The ending is inconclusive and exceedingly abrupt. Is it effective? 
Why, or why not? 

It is apparent that this story is decidedly different from any of the 
others printed in this volume. It is obviously designed as a bit of realism 
— a mere sketch. G>nsider it as you would a painting, and point out both 
its virtues and its defects Then try to express very frankly your liking 
for the selection or your distaste for it. Look up the meaning of the word 
genre and decide whether the term could be applied to this. Compare this 
story to any French story with which you are familiar. 

A PUable for Fathers. — Julia Francis Wood is a teacher of 
Latin in New York City. Her sympathetic interpretatiou of young 
people in "A Parable for Fathers" speaks well for her success in 
her profession. 

As you study the way in which the author brings before us the typical 
family dinner, what comment can you make concerning the method em- 
ployed? And what significant character traits are shown? 

What are some of the traces of humor early in the story? Are they ever 
made keener by irony or satire? 

Was Mrs. Henderson justified in her insistence that Jean and Murray 
abandon their plans for the evening dance? What would have been Mr. 
Henderson's attitude had he known all the drcumstanoes? 

What details in the story most interestingly reveal the youthful atti- 
tude of Jean and Murray? Is this sympathetically or critically portrayed? 

What, besides the successful speech, made the children see their father 
in a new light? What is there wrong in the general scheme of family life 
that frequently darkens the correct point of view of both parents and 
children. 

Why did Jean hate the speakers that preceded her father? How does 
the author bring out the nervousness of the father and the children just 
before and at the beginning of the father's narration of the events at Fort 
Blakdy? 

What was the most important effect of the evening's experience? 

The Discontented Engine 

Comment upon the way in which the author secures the intimate per- 
sonal note in the objects of nature about him. 

How is the personal note intensified in the author's treatment of the 
engine? Does he succeed in making the story sufficiently realistic? 

What character traits in the engine most impress you? 

Comment on the author's use of contrast. Be specific in enumerating 
the points. 

26 
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The Iig^t-Hearte<L — Will Payne, who lives in Paw Paw, 
Michigan, is a journalist of many years' standing, and a frequent 
contributor to magazines. 

Consider carefully the whole plot of The LigJU-Hearted and decide in 
your own mind whether the material is adequate for expansion into a 
novel or whether the author did better to concentrate it into a short story. 

Comment on the appropriateness or the inappropriateness of the title; 
the proper names employed. 

What artistic advantage is secured at the outset by our view of the 
ease and luxury with which the Eldons are surrounded? Study the ways 
in which the author brings out this atmosphere of content and prosperity. 
How is the atmosphere disturbed? 

As the story progresses, note the masterly use of details — details that 
in themselves are minor, yet combine to produce significant effects. Illus- 
trate. 

From the rather brief view that we get of Mitchell Hanford, what 
opinion do you form of his character? What satirical light does his pres- 
ence incidentally shed upon American politics? 

In the interview between Judge Eldon and Mr. Smoot do we feel that 
one of the men completely dominates the other? Is one more frank than 
the other? What is the net result of the interview? 

What thought is uppermost in the Judge*s mind in his desire to have 
Mrs. Eldon take the trip to California? Do you admire him for his 
design? 

Why does the Judge make his confession to his daughter rather than 
to his wife? What effect does this confession produce upon Anne? 

Do we sympathize with Mrs. Eldon in her attitude toward the Bun- 
ners? Why, or why not? 

How does Mrs. Bunner secure the documentary evidence against. Mr. 
Eldon? 

What precipitates Anne's decision to seek an interview with Edmond 
Bunner? 

What is Smooths design in making his plan for a motion to discharge 
the prisoner so feeble and illogical? 

Who is the real hero of the story? 

Does the d^ouement seem to you inevitable? Can you think of ways 
in which the story could be more effectively ended? 

Is it natural that Mrs. Bimner and Smoot should silently accept the 
issue? 

What is the ethical truth that dominates the story? 

Comment on the closing paragraphs of the story. 
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ESSAY 

Athletics and Morals. — EUery Sedgwick is the editor of the 
"Atlantic Monthly," having succeeded Mr. Bliss Perry in 1908. 

Horaiii: The historian Livy tells how in the early days of Rome 
the three brothers, the Horatii, fought the three Alban brothers, 
the Curiatii; how the last of the Horatii, pretending to run away, 
separated the three Curiatii who followed, met each singly, and 
thus killed them. 

What sentences contain the central thoughts of the essay? Do these 
thoughts follow each other in logical and effective sequence? 

What specific illustrations can you give either supporting the argument 
here advanced or tending to refute it? 

Do we have different standards of honor for different games: e.g., do 
the standards of the tennis player differ from those of the baseball player? 
Have we one standard of morals for golf and another for basket ball? 

What different causes have led players to use unfair methods in contests 
with other schools? What effect has the coach in forming the moral atti- 
tude of the players? What effect has school opinion? What effect has the 
opinion of the crowd on the bleachers? What suggestions can you offer 
for improving or for keeping clean and pure the tone of athletics in the 
schools? 

"A Pack of Gumps." — Robert M. Gay has written many de- 
lightful essays for the '' Atlantic Monthly." He was formerly Pro- 
fessor of English in Goucher CoUege, Baltimore, and now holds a 
similar position in Simmons College, Boston. He has recently 
written a notable text on English composition, "Writing through 
Reading." 

The essay is replete with allusions and references, most of which can 
easily be traced in the dictionary. Most of the books and authors men- 
tioned, with the exception of Goethe's " Faust," Foe's " Tales of the Gro- 
tesque and Arabesque," and the somewhat similar stories written a gen- 
eration earlier than Foe by the German Hoffmann, may be found in any 
history of English literature. Maeterlinck's dramas have been translated 
into English by Richard Hovey, the first three here mentioned appearing 
as "The Intruder," "The Blind," and "The Seven Frmcesses." 

Shelley's "Queen Mab." Tennyson's "Locksley Hall," and Byron's 
" Childe EEarold" are alike in depicting young manhood at variance with 
the world. The first quotation from William E. Henley, friend of Steven- 
son and rebel against society, appears in his poem " Invictus." The sec- 
ond two lines quoted form the beginning of one of his significant poems. 

Of the numerous other literary aUusions that to the "Devil on Two 
Sticks" may be found in the large dictionaries under "Asmodeus"; the 
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cflMy by HazliH he^ raferred to 18 hi8^de!]«htfid ''On tlw 

mortality in Youth." The reader versed in English literature will discover 

other echoes of the poets sndi as the use of the line, 

''The music yearning like a god in pain*" 

^« from the "Eve of Saint Agnes," by Keats. It is perhaps not necessary to 
master all the various allusions to enjoy the essay; they o£fer, however, 
interesting and tempting suggestions for widening one's mental horicon, 
and the enthusiastic student will be eager to trace each to its source. 

What j ustification can you offer for the rambling structure of the essay ? 

Characterise the author's present attitude toward his former self and 
his friends of college days; his attitude toward his instructors. 

What passages show especially clear understanding of the nature of 
young people? Are there any of his statements concerning them which 
you would challenge? 

Have you ever made any literary discoveries similar to the discovery 
of Maeterlinck by the group here portrayed? 

Do you believe that the student who stands at the head of a class is 
more highly regarded by his fellow students than the one who can write 
a good story? by the teachers? 

Frequently those who talk about themselves are tiresome. How does 
the author here escape this pitfall? Should you fanqr him a good teacher? 
Give reasons for your answer. 

Where is the attractiveness of the humor due to exaggeration of absurd- 
ity, where to clever phrasing of the idea expressed? 

The Author Himself. — During his years as professor and presi- 
dent at Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson contributed a 
number of valuable essays to the ^'Atlantic Monthly/' Many of 
these have been assembled in a volume entitled ''Mere litera- 
ture." 

Something of the author's tastes and of the range of his reading 
is here suggested by his references to books and authors. Such, for 
example, is his reference to the writings of Montesquieu, the Frcoich 
political philosopher of the eighteenth century, who has had a 
marked influence upon Mr. Wilson's conceptions of government. 
** The most natural and stimulating of English critics," from whom 
quotation is made toward the dose of the essay, is Walter Bage- 
hot. The paragraph here quoted is taken from the first volume 
of that writer's "Literary Studies " and may be found in the essay 
on Hartley Coleridge. In another of the delightful essays in that 
same volume, "The Edinburgh Reviewers," appears an incisive 
discussion of the works of Francis Jeffrey. 
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*' April Hopes'* is a story by William Dean H6wells» one of tbe 
leading American champions of realism in fiction. 

In what famous book for boys does Dr. Arnold of Rugby appear? 

Express in a single sentence the central thought of this essay. How is 
the opening sentence of the essay related to this thought? the closing 
sentence? 

What should you say are the advantages and what the disadvantages 
of an author's passing his early years in a smaU community and securing 
his education tiiere? 

Do you discover any general statements here made the truth of which 
is concretely illustrated in the life and writings of Roosevelt; of Lincoln; 
of Carlyle; of Bums: of Dr. Johnson; of Tennyson? 

Point out some instances where the author has used vivid» concrete 
illustrations of the thought he advances. What writers and their works 
can you name as specific illustrations of the statements made in the third 
paragraph? 

Through the use oi what rhetorical device has the author given a notice- 
able unity to the structure of the third paragraph? What device is em- 
ployed in the closing sentence of the second paragraph? Can you here 
find other illustrations of the use of excellent methods of presenting the 
thought clearly and forcefully? 

How does the tone of this essay differ from that of some of the other 
essays included in this collection? 

What different characteristics of this author himself are here revealed? 

H%h Adventure. — Early in the World War, James Norman 
Hall» of Colfax Iowa, went abroad as a war correspondent, but 
soon joined the British army and later the Lafayette Escadrille, a 
flying squadron of Americans fighting for France. Afterward, he 
was transferred to the American aerial service, where he proved 
himself one of our best air-men. Later, he was brought down 
within the enemy's lines and was for a time a prisoner of war. 

Li his "Kitchener's Mob*' Mr. Hall has written very interestingly of 
the first English army, and in his ''High Adventure" he has given us a 
fascinating account of his experiences above the clouds. This account first 
appeared in the "Atlantic Monthly" as a series of eight articles, of which 
the installment here given is the seventh. This series has since been pub- 
lished in book form. 

While many of the war terms here used will be easily understood, a few 
may require a word of explanation: — 

cocardes: the red, white, and blue cockades distinguishing the French 

planes from the German, which bore black crosses. 
reglage: range-finders; planes to direct the artillery fixe. 
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MOfu de eha$$e: battle pknes, maimed by tpHoUm d$ tkoim* 

Umneau: ** a barrel turn " of the plane. 

coup»: shots. 

cAaM0tir«: light infantry. 

trnwenmnmU: turn over on the wing. 

AJbatrots: the German patrolling planes. 

ligne de vol: line of flight. 

8pad: a swift, flexible French monoplane with a powerful engine. 

bentmneau hangar$: hangars made of canvas. 

BVom time to time the writer gives his picture a dash of local color by 
using such foreign p hrases as the following: — 

eompte rendu: report. 

eomme unefleur: like a flower. 

Ich glaube: I believe. 

Bonsoir, messieure: Good evening, gentlemen. 

Qu*eet-ee^que, etc. : What are you doing there? Get out in a hurry. 

Cd 9a, etc.: What is it, sir? Nothing wrong? 

Vous ke»t etc. : Are you a Frenchman? 

Maia oui, etc. : Yes, indeed, old fellow! yes, indeed! 

Alan Seeger , whose poem " I have a Rendezvous with Death " is one of 
the best evdced by the war, was bom in New York in 1888, and was killed 
on the French front, July 5, 1916. 

Summarize what you have here learned about the art of war aviation. 
Select several illustrations of the author's use of small but significant de- 
tails. Which detaOs bring out most clearly the hcvrors of the war? 

What different devices has the author here used in presenting his 
thought clearly and forcefully? Point out some illustrations of the effec- 
tive use of dialogue and quotation. What words here used have been 
introduced into our everyday speech by the war? What is the effect upon 
the narrative of the introduction of these numerous French words? 

Describe the character of the author as you judge it from reading this 
essay. What qualities marking a good aviator does he exhibit? Which 
of his qualities do we like to believe are especially characteristic of 
Americans? 

Love's Minor Frictions. — Frances Lester Warner has written 
a delightful volume of essays entitled "Endicott and I." She 
was formerfy a teacher at Wellesley College, and has now joined 
the "Atlantic's" permanent staff. 

This charming specimen of the informal essay furnishes a good illustra> 
tion of how materials drawn from common experiences of everyday life 
may be interpreted with insight, sympathy, and humor. The essay is al- 
most devoid of literary allusions, though one might notice sudi slight but 
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dpi quotatioiis as that from Rabindianath Tagore, the East Indian poet 
and mystic, or the phrase "to the manner bom," from "Hamlet," i, iy. 

Despite this sparing use of literary references, why do we feel that the 
writer is a woman of culture? Do you fancy that she has here drawn upon 
her own experience? 

Can you think of any other causes of " minor friction " not here induded* 
or of other good illustrations of any of the authm's four classes? 

Write a brief essay upon some subject suggested by reading this essay. 

Point out two devices by the use of which the author has given this 
essay a noticeable unity. 

Characterize the nature of the humor of this essay. Compare it with 
that in some other essays. Cite some passages where the humor lies 
largely in the manner of phrasing the thought; some where the humor 
comes unexpectedly. 

In Belshazzar Court — Simeon Strunsky is a writer for one of 
the great New York daily newspapers. He is also a frequent con- 
tributor to the magazines and has published several excellent 
books of essays. ''In Belshazzar Court " was first published in 
the ''Atlantic Monthly "; it has since appeared as the title essay 
in a delightful volume picturing "viUage life in New York City." 

Comment upon the author's choice of a name for the apartment build- 
ing and for the essay. 

Why does he choose to b^;in the essay with a paragraph concerning the 
elevator? 

Has the essay been carefully and logically planned, or does it rather 
resemble good talk, passing to new topics as they rise in the mind of the 
talker? 

Do you fancy that the writer is here picturing an actual apartment 
house? Defend your answer. What details bring out most clearly and 
forcefully the appearance of Belshazzar Court? If you are acquainted 
with other apartment buildings, which details here introduced should 
you say are conmion to many of them? which are distinctive of Bdshaz- 
zar Court? 

Characterize the writer's attitude toward his neighbors; toward Harold. 
Does he show a father's prejudices in favor of Harold? What different 
qualities characterbtic of the small boy does Harold exhibit? 

Make a collection of the general obs^ations about life. Which do you 
consider the best? which the most cleverly phrased? , 

Give several reasons why this essay is easy reading. 

Which details here introduced seem to you the most hmnorous? 
Characterize the nature of the humor. Is it ever tinged with irony or 
satire? 

Notice the many paragraphs each beginning with a short sentence. 
Effect? 

Point out some good illustrations of skilful paragrsaph transition. 
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The EroldtiQii of a Gentleman. — Samuel McChord Crotlien, 
pastor of the Fint Chmxsh at Cambridge, Massachusetts* since 
1894» ranks as one of the leading American essayists. His wide and 
varied interests, his keen joy in lif e» his fine insight and kindly 
humor, and his command of happy phrases and spariding epi- 
gram, all make him a worthy successor to the Autocrat of ihe 
Breakfast Table. 

'While most of the numeroiis references and alliisions here made to 
authors and boola may be traced easily in the secondary school dictionary 
a few, perhaps, require annotation: — 

Watt Ib^ was the leader of the peasant revolt in Enc^d in 1881. 

A number of quotations are taken from Tennyson's '^Idylls of (he 
Eng":— 

''And in the lowest beasts are slaying men" 
''Thick with wet woods and many a beast therein" 
"His tent beside the forest. And he drave" 

... whose namCy a ^lost 
"Beat down the heathen and upheld the Clirist" 

Shakeq)eare's "springing, l»aye Flantagenet" alludes to "Ridiard 
ni,"i,4,««7. 

The lines here ascribed to Scott, "One crowded hour — " appear as a 
heading to chapter xxxrr of "Old Mortality." 

Pollock's "G>urse of Time " is the long-winded, tiresome^ nineteenth- 
oentury relative of the eighteenth-century "Night Thoughts/' by Young. 

In his "Don Quixote" Cervantes "smiles Spain's chivaby away." 
The quotation as here given appears in Canto xm of Byron's "Don 
Juan." 

Goldsmith has written a very interesting life €$ that kmg of eighteenth- 
century fops. Beau Nash. 

The Rollo booki are a once-popular series of stories for instructing the 
young, by Jacob Abbott (180S-1879). 

The two quotations beginning "The calm Olympian heights" and 
"What hope" are from Lowell's "The Cathedral." The quotation closing 
the essay may be found in Milton's "Apologia against a Pamphlet called 
a Modest Confutation." 

Has the author any purpose beyond entertainment in writing this 
essay? Does he anywhere in the essay define a gentleman? What quali- 
ties sometimes thought characteristic of a gentleman does he maintain are 
not essential? Which of the characters here pcnrtrayed should you call 
gentlemen? which "genteehnen"? which "gents"? Have you known any 
men who» you felt, were gentlemen but whom the world did not recognize 
as such? What ideas stated early in the essay are later developed and 
elaborated? Formulate your own definition of a gentleman. c3ompare 
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your definition with those made by other members of the dass and 
decide which is the best. 

Select several passages which show shrewd, true observation of life. 
Indicate several paragraphs with dear, definite topic sentences. 

Study the nature of the author's humor: where does it arise from an 
unusual or incongruous association of ideas? where from playful exagger- 
ation? where from the manner of phrasing the thought? Illustrate his 
power of putting an idea quaintly but f orcef uUy. 

What evidence from the essay itself would lead you to suspect that the 
writer is a minister? Should you fanpy him a popular preacher? 

The Human Side of Mexico. — Charles Bernard Nordhoff is a 
Califomian who, after his graduation from Harvard in 1909, was 
in ''the sugar-cane business" near Vera Cruz. In 1911, when the 
long rule of President Diaz was ended by the revolutionis* s under 
Madero, he shared the fate of many other Americans who were 
driven out of Mexico. During the World War he enlisted as a 
French aviator and later was transferred to the American flying 
forces. 

What and where are some of the chief states in the Republic of Mexico? 
Lewis Spence: author of The Civilization cf Ancient Mexico, 
C6rdoba: a manufacturing town about fifty miles west of Vera Cruz. 
tortiUaa: pancakes made of Indian com mashed and baked in an earthen 

pan. 
coaHs: raccoons. 

Nardso: What is the story of Narcissus to which allusion is here made? 
sarape: a narrow blanket worn by men. 
bouhvardier: a man of the boulevards, a dandy. 
oscdot: an ocelot, an animal of the wild-cat family. 
plaza: market-place. 
compadre: companion, frienid. 
agtiardiente: spirits. 
kuipil: an upper garment. 
alguazil: constable. 

vamoa: go; cabaUos: horses; pronto: hurry. 
No entiendo, eefior: I don't understand, sir. 

What device has the writer used in opening and dosing his essay? Is 
its use here very effective? 

F6int out some good descriptive passages and try to determine the 
source of their charm. 

What passage seems to you the most humorous in the essay? 

Point out some instances of skilful transition from one topic to the 
next. 

What are some instances of the effective use of contrast? 



Digitized by 



Google 



878 NOTES 

liake a list of the diaracterutics of the Mexicans here brought out 

What pr^udices toward the Mencans do many people in tihe United 
States entertain? Show how the author here meets some of these pre- 
judices. 

Is it true that "we are indined to bdieve that differaooe from ourselves 
implies inferiority"? 

Are there any instances where the Meiican attitude toward life seems 
to you wiser than ours? 

Wifb, Army Ants <* Somewhere** in the Jmic^e. — William 
Beebe, a graduate of Columbia Uniyersity» has done notable 8erv« 
ice as Curator of Qmithoiogy in the New York Zoological Gardens. 
During the war he was connected with the aviation service. Some 
of his most interesting and valuable work has been done at the 
Tropical Research Station at Ealaooon in British Guiana. He 
has contributed many interesting articles to the '* Atlantic 
Monthly"; to one of these, ''The Convict Trail/' reference is 
made at the beginning of this essay. 

Formica is the Latin for ant; what» then, is meant by iupefformacine 
and by via formica t 

Study carefully the di£ferent ways in whidi our interest is gained and 
held in this essay. 

(o) Through the subject matter: — 
Judging by the title, should you expect the essay to be interesting? 
Summarize the most interesting things you have here learned; the 

most incredible. What detaOs are touched with humor? 
How has the author arranged his subject matter so as to attract and 
hold the reader? 
(6) Through the personality of the writer: — 
Give several reasons why you would like to meet this author and talk 

with him. Has he a good command of his subject matter? 
What passages best exemplify his enthusiasm for his work; his dose 
and painstaking observation; his resourcefulness; his kindliness? 
(c) Through his style: — 
Considering the nature of his subject matter, should you say that the 

author uses many unfamiliar words? 
What words have you here added to your yooabulary? 
Adjectives and verbs are especially valuable in giving life to a de- 
scription. Point out several instances where he has made effective 
use of these. Cite illustrations of his power in piling up words and 
phrases to make very dear his meaning. 
What comparisons with human life add force and deamess to his 
descriptions? 
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Which Class?— In Whkk C2tw«f Mary C.BobUison is depict- 
ing her work in the Bangor, Maine, High School. fSsewhere she 
has described herself thus: ^'You would recognize me as a teacher 
if you met me among the Himalayas; you would know that I am 
from Maine if you heard me speak ten words. The marks of my 
calling and the 'down east' accent are equally unmistakable." 

Does any one paragraph express the central thou^t of this essay? If 
to, which? If not, can you express that thought in your own words? 

Is it true that each class has marked personality? If so, do the dassei 
differ as markedly as those here portrayed? Does a class haye a different 
attitude toward each of its teachers? What are the chief factors deter- 
mining that attitude? How far is the attitude of classes in a school shaped 
by the principal? by leaders in the student body? by forces in the oomr 
munity? Does the time of holding the recitation have much influence 
upon the spirit of the dass? Are classes in Latin usually more interested 
in their work than are classes in English? Is there usually any difference 
in their attitude toward their work of college-preparatory and non-col- 
lege-preparatory students? 

What do you learn here of the writer herself? Is she deeply interested 
in hii^-school pupils? What passages show a keen understanding of 
them? Has she a keen sense of humor? Do you fancy her an inspiring 
teacher? Should you say that the writer has probably understated her 
influence upon her pupils; or that she has heightened some of the con- 
trasts in her pictures of her various dasses? 

What Do Boys Enow? — Alfred G. Rolf e is the Head Master of 
the Hill School, a well-known academy for boys at Pottstown» 
Pennsylvania. 

What percentage of the quotations and of the references here made to 
books can you identify without aid? 

What, in your opinion, are the chief values of such *' information tests"? 
What are their chief weaknesses? 

Collect the questions here given from the Hill Sdiool tests and rank 
them as to their fairness and their value. What percentage of them can 
you answer without aid? 

Should you say that boys have a wider range of general information 
than do girb? 

Are there any statements here made with which you would disagree? 
If so, defend your answer. 

What qualities do you discover in the writer which are helpful in his 
work as Head Master of an important secondary school? 

The Contributors* Club 

The remaining essays in this volume are taken from that sec- 
tion of the ''Atlantic Monthly" known as the ''Contributors' 
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Club.** HJae the ttmia wiB find, phawnHy mjnored, coonlfei 
pmnnal icfleclioos on tbe Tiried i^iatei of life as we live it ex- 
tcrnaDyaiidiiitnMpectiveljrdaybjday. NatmaDyitistlieaixiie- 
wbat leM funilkv flod more leeeved oooduiU Uiat t^^ 
OMiQriaU find it mort intcreiting to cqikxe. 



IhgnOst 
''Man doef not live . . .**: See J[rafelM0nr,4,«idIiilDezii,25. 

^Huit » the chief idea the writer wyin to cnq^iane» and vliere is it 
stated nKMtdeerljr? Is die ri|^ in her coetentioii? Do most peopfe bold 
the same vieir? 

What do yon hoe lesni about the writer's likes and difllikei? 

How many times b the title (cither in the siogdar or the phsal) re- 
peated? Effect? 

Select a passsge in which the diicf interest lies in the idea expressed; 
one in fihich it lia in the manner in which the idea b caqiressed; one which 
conTCTS well the charm of the writer's personalis. 

Give at least two reasons iriijr the opening pan^raphs form an exoeflent 
beginning. Why do the last two sentences fonn an excellent ending? 

Sain 

Was this essay written by a man, or by a woman? 

Whidi details show especially keen and true observation of natm«? 
Can you suggest other thou^ts about rein which the writer might fit- 
tingly have discussed in this essay? 

Name several other subjects suitable im similar brief natnre essays. 
Outline and write an essay on one of these subjects. 

Words that Sfaig to Tour Fbcketibook 

Explain any unusual words or references you find in this essay. 

Toiriiatfamous writer does theadvertisement " He walked with fings" 
refer? 

Find illustrations of the author's skill in coining names for merdiants 
and their merchandise. 

What are some words that you especially like or dislike? 

Eiqpress in a single sentence the central thought of this brief essay. 

Explain the meaning of the sentence, "You do not sell a man an auger, 
you sell him the hole. " 

What does the author mean by saying that advertising should use the 
language of poetry? 

Can you find in some current magazines some advertisements that 
exemplify the author's theory of advertising and some that disregard it? 
Which do you consider the better advertisements? 
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Can you name any qualities of a good advertiaement that are not 
brought out here? 

A Sketch from Life 

How numy paragraphs are used in developing the idea expressed in the 
first sentence? 

Point out at least three different purposes served by the repetition of 
"Henry's" pet phrase. 

What are " Henry's" admirable qualities? What is his most reprehensi- 
ble trait? What is the author's attitude toward him? 

Write a short character sketch picturing some odd person, clearly but 
kindly. 

VEBSE 

Macarius the Monk. — John Boyle 0*Beilly was born in Ire- 
land and as a young man narrowly escai)ed death as a political 
offender. FinaUy he reached America and in Boston lived a busy 
life as an editor and author. 

Devise a title that wiQ suggest the central thought of these verses. 
Where in the poem is its theme most clearly expressed? 

Select two or three words to characterize the style and movement of 
these stanzas. Show how the style and movement are in keeping with the 
nature of the thought here expressed. 

What is meant by "run-over "or "overflow" verse? Find illustrations 
of its use here. Why is it a valuable poetic device? 

The Fool's Prayer. — Edward Bowland Sill (1841-1887) was 
a graduate of Yale and for several years Professor of English Lit- 
erature in the University of California. He was a man of keen 
sensibilities and of fine insight. 

Point out several notable uses of contrast in this poem. 

What phrase is here used as a refrain? Show how it is effective. 

What is the writer here exposing, and for what is he pleading? 

Can you dte any instances, either from history or from literature, where 
men have suffered or caused suffering through their blunders and mis- 
takes? Do we of tener suffer and cause suffering through these errors than 
through our deliberate sins? 

The Last Watch. — Bliss Carman is a Canadian by birth; he 
now lives at New Canaan, Connecticut. He ranks as one of our 
foremost contemporary American poets. 

By whom is the poem supposedly spoken? What would be lost by put- 
ting it in the third person? 
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Wl»t deUila bring out mort dearly the poet's knowledge of the Mft and 
bis love lor it? What is the qteakar's attitude toward the sea? 

A line of yerse repeated with a sli^t variation b called a repdend. 
What repetition and idiatrepeiend are here used? Purpose? 

What is the metrical form of the poem? Is it wdl diosen? 

In Memoiy of John Greenleaf WUttier. — (Niver Wenddl 
Holmes goes down in literary history primarily as the author of 
the famous series of essays, **The Autocrat of the Breakfast 
Table/' All students know something of his personality and his 
notable accomplishments as professor of medicine, essayist, poet, 
DoveUst, and cultured gentleman of the old New EngUnd school. 

In iriiat sense does Hohnes conceive of Whittier as still living? 

Who among the other literary men and women of New England were 
earnest in the opposition to slavery? 

To what religious society did Whittier bdong? Do any lines of this 
poem refer to this aH^gianoe? 

Comment on the rhythm of the poem and its appropriateness to the 

Hannonies. — M. A. DeWolfe Howe, who is a member of the 
editorial staff of the Atlantic Monthly Press, is the author of 
many poems and biographies. He is at present writing the me- 
nuHTS of the Harvard men killed in the war. 

In what way may life be regarded as a musical instrument? What in- 
strument do you suppose the poet had in mind? 

What is suggested by the symbolism of keeping this instrument in 
tune? 

Bephrase the idea of the notes ''straying in alien sequences." 

What does the mention of slaves and kings imply? Do the words sug- 
gest that the playing is by these two groups only? 

In what different ways has the poem been given a notable unity of tone 
and structure? 

The Sea-ShelL — George Edward Woodbeny, whose home is 
in Beverly, Mas8achusetts,is one of the most distinguished of con- 
temporary scholars. His original writings are in themselves a sig- 
nificant accomplishment, but he is perhfips better known for his 
skilled editorial craftmanship and for the almost innumerable 
critical artides with which he has delighted and instructed stu- 
dents of literature. 

Discuss the spirit of the first two stanzas. In what is it essentially of 
the "romantic*' school? Interpret the poetic mood here dominant. 
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The last stanza is the interpretation of the first two. Condense its 
thought into a brief sentence. 

Discuss the imagery throughout the poem. Study the poetic imagina- 
tion as it here eitpresses itself, considering emotional tone, beauty of lan- 
guage^ universality of appeal, mystic interpretation of life. 

Vistas of Labor. — Richard Burton is Professor of English Lit- 
erature in the University of Minnesota. As editor, essayist, and 
poet he has done much excellent work. 

What is the writer's purpose in this series of poems? Which makes the 
strongest personal appeal to you? 

Name some other occupations that cost dearly in human life. 

Whom does the author blame for the existence of the conditions here 
portrayed? 

Explain the reference to " Suffer little children." 

What effective use of contrast is made in each of these poems? 

What is the metrical form here used? How does the author secure 
variety in the movement of the verse? 

Point out some examples of his power to catch a picture in a phrase. 
Cite several weIl-<^osen descriptive adjectives. 

Saturday Night — James Oppenheim was bom in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. He is another of our authors who has been drawn into 
that numerous company of busy writers in New York City. 

Why is the title here chosen an especially apt one? 

From what evidence in the poem might we infer that the scene is in 
New York City? 

What features of the city life are here emphasized? What purpose has 
guided the author in selecdng these details? 

State in a single sentence the central thoughts of the poem. What lines 
express these most clearly? Do you believe that these ideas are true? 

Compare this presentation of dty life, the manner of treating it and the 
emotions aroused, with that in Miss Wyatt*s "November in the City." 

Tlie Trumpet-CalL — Alfred Noyes deservedly holds a high 
place among the present-day English poets. He was educated at 
Oxford and now fills a professorship of Modem English Poetry at 
Princeton. The power and charm of his poetry may best be caught 
by repeatedly reading it aloud. 

What are the heights the poet would have us win? Which lines state 
most clearly the theme of the poem? Which lines make a distinctly 
Christian appeal? which make a Puritan appeal? Would the poem gain 
or would it lose if it were directed against some specific evil? Name some 
great leaders who have sounded or are sounding such a call. 
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TVbftt aieaevenl of the fonroes of life, and tbcogth, and movement in 
this poem? 

Indicate the different ways in whidi the poem haa beengiTen a marked 
miity. TVhat is the effect of the frequent uae of Yorbt in the imperative? 

Whidi stanza should you diaracteriae as the most vigorous? the most 
beautiful? 

The HoteL — Miss Harriet Monroe of Chicago is well known 
as a writer and as the editor of the magazine '^Poetry." This 
selection, "The Hotel," is generally regarded as one of the best 
examples of present-day "free verse" or vers Hbre. 

TVhat other poems in vers fibre can you name? TVhat great American 
poet made frequent use of this form? What ordinary devices of poetry 
are here disregarded? What arguments can you offer in favor of the use 
of this form and what against its use? 

What resemblances in structure mark the beginnings of practically aD 
the different divisions? Do you note any differences in the rate of move- 
ment throughout these verses? 

What other impressions of the hotel, besides those of wealth and luztuy, 
are emphasized? Which of the details introduced seem to you especially 
vivid and true to life? G>mment on the use here made of adjectives, their 
number, their arrangement, their appropriateness. 

What, should you say, was the author's chief purpose in writing these 
verses? Has she any other purpose? Study carefully the arrangement of 
details in these verses. Point out the steps leading to the climax of the 
poem. 

A Japanese Wood-Carving. — Miss Amy Lowell was bom in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, where she still lives. Though she is an 
ardent champion, both in theory and practise, of vers libre, she 
has written some excellent verse in the older, established forms. 

What is the author's chief purpose in this poem, to present vivid pic- 
tures, or to teach some lesson? 

What are the three chief pictures here presented? Which details of the 
sea scene are actually represented in the carving, and which are simply 
suggested? Which details of such a scene can be presented better by the 
carver than by the poet? which can be suggested better by the poet? 

What is the verse form here used? Should you judge that it is better 
fitted to the author's purpose than some rimed form would be? 

Indicate some exceUent examples of aUiteration. What is the value of 
this device in poetry? 

Point out several well-K^hosen words and phrases. Defend your choice. 

Do Tou Remember? — Margaret Prescott Montague, who 
lives at White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, has written some 
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exceOent verse, though she is perhaps more widely known through 
her short stories. 

What other poeU have sung of dumber-time? How do their treatments 
of the theme differ from that here given? 

What phrase is here used as a refram? What other purpose does it serve 
in the poem? 

How is a skilful appeal here made to our various senses? 

Point out some well-chosen adjectives. 

In Memoriam — Leo: A TeUow Cat — Margaret Sherwood, 
Professor of English Literature at WeUesley College, is one of the 
most valued of "Atlantic" contributors. Her war novel, "The 
Worn Door-Step," has been widely read both in England and in 
the United States, and her essays are consistently thoughtful and 
charming. 

Give the daasical legend necessary to an understanding of these lines. 
What different qualities contribute to the excellence of the poem? 
Study the "poetic imagination" as it is revealed here. 

November in the City. — As nught be inferred from her poem, 
Edith Wyatt lives in Chicago. She has written excellent prose 
and verse. 

Point out the details which depict most vividly a rainy November night 
in the city. Which details best bring out the thronging life and busy 
energy of the dty? Be sure you catch clearly each of the pictures here 
presented: «.^., what is meant by such lines as, 

"Blue-buoyed all the shepherd whistles bay"? 

What attitude, unusual in poetry, toward city weather and city life 
does the author here present? Do you agree with her? Can you suggest 
other phases or scenes of city life which offer subjects as good as this for 
verse? 

Show how the thought in each of the first three divisions of the poem is 
related to that in the one succeeding. 

Why is the movement of the verse admirably fitted to the mood and 
thought of the poem? 

What are some of the characteristics of an effective ending of a poem? 
Which of these do you here discover? 

Panama Hymn. — Wendell Phillips Stafiford is an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia and a 
professor in the G-eorge Washington University. He has pub- 
lished several volumes of verse. 
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Sdect two or three words to express the fpirit of this hymn. 

Make a list of the qualities, both of thought and of style, that should 
mark a good hymn. ^Vhidi of these characterise this hymn? 

^Vhich do you consider the best stansa of this hymn? Defend your 
choice. 

Justify the rqwtttion of the opening ftania at the dose of the hymn, 
la this rqwtition an exact one? 

TeQow Waxblers. — Eatbariiie Lee Bates, Professor of English 
in Wellesley CoIl^;e, is widely known as a writer of verse and of 
fiction and as a sldlful editor. Her ** America the Beautiful" 
has gained acceptance as one of our great national songs. 

Describe the stanza form here employed. Is it a usual one? IsitweD 
diosen? 

How many different phrases are here used for designating the ** yellow 
warblers"? Which do you regard as the most beautiful of these? 

Point out some artistically pleasing uses of alliteration. 

G>mment on the appropriateness of the closing stansa. 

At Night — Laura Spencer Portor* one of the editorial staff of 
the " Woman's Home Companion," has written many ** Atlantic " 
articles. Not long ago the Atlantic Monthly Press published a 
volume of her personal essays, ''Adventures in Indigence." 

Readers familiar with the poetry of Francis Thompson wiQ be inter- 
ested in recalling his poem " Little Jesus '* and comparing it with this. Is 
the similarity more in style or in theme? 

G>mment on the appropriateness of meter and theme as here employed. 

Only a Matter of Time. — Christopher Morley, a famous 
Rhodes Scholar, is on the editorial staff of the New York '* Evening 
Post." He is one of our most successful ''columnists." 

Study carefully the image which the poet employs and decide upon its 
effectiveness. Do you find it easy to think of *' this afternoon " as being 
a boulder in the stream of Time? Try to construct a simile of an entirely 
different sort. 

Study the use of vowels and consonants that are here introduced in 
such a way as to produce a liquid ^ect. 

Take the sentence "It cannot be," and rephrase the poet's thought l^ 
supplying the proper antecedent for " it " and substituting a more specific 
idea for " cannot be." 

Phrase the thought of the entire poem in a single sentence. 

ToN. 8«, WhoDiedinBatde. — Miss Edith Rickert is a prom- 
ising young writer from Chicago. Her poem was sent to the " At- 
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lantic '* by Dr. Johxi BL M!anly, Head of the English DqMutment 
in Chicago Uiiiv€nity» who had seen it in manuscript and wished 
that its worth should be recognized. 

"N.S." remains anonymoiis. The tribute here aooordtd the soldwr who 
died in battle wiU be peiwxDaUy aiq;>Iied by eadi reader to some particular 
hero of the Wmld War. 

Comment on the contrast b e tw ee n the desirabOi^ of dying young and 
of dying old. 

Discuss the thought, ''Who would not die in battle? " in connection 
with that famous poem of Alan Se^ger's, ''I have a Beutesvous with 
Death." 

Interpret the lines ''And tossed the cup away." 

Is the last sentiment in the poem necessarily true? Why or why not? 

The Road Not Taken. —Bobert Frost is a Califomian by 
birth; but he has lived for numy years in New England, some of 
whose rural folk he has pictured admirably in such remarkable 
books of verse as his "North of Boston" and "A Boy's WiU." 

Characterise the author's choice of words in this poem. Do you here 
discover any unusual or any especially weU-chosen words? 

Is the sentence structure simple or involved? 

Show how the style here used is admirably in keeping with the thought 
expressed. 

State in your own words the chief thought you have gained from these 
stanzas. Does it express any experience common in human life? Can you 
cite some illustrations from history or from literature where men made a 
choice b e tw ee n "two roads"? 

The Letter. — O. W. Firkins, poet, essayist, critic, is Professor 
of English in the University of Minnesota. 

What is the author's chief purpose in these verses? 

Are the verse form and stanza form well chosen? 

What is the justification for the enumeration of commonplace detail? 

Can you name some other poems making an effective use of contrast? 

Messmates. — Sir Henry Newbolt is an Englishman distin- 
guished in letters. A number of his many volumes of poetry deal 
with the fleets and the ways of the sea. 

One of the interesting effects of this poem lies in the movement of the 
verse. The varsring swing of the lines is strongly suggestive of the ocean 
waves. 

Name the two contrasting moods in stanza I. Which dominates? 

What details in stanza n most effectively suggest the pathos of the 
situation? 
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What aie the most impreirive of the various eensory images? 
DiacuiB whether the mood and the sensation of "Messmates" coiild be 
as effectivdy portrayed in prose. 

Safe. — Olive Tilford Dargan, whose home is now in New 
York, has published several volumes of poems and {days. 

Do yon like the opening figure of speech in this poem? Whyorwhynot? 

Discuss any unusual use of adjectiyes, or any significant expression that 
youdisoover. Select the most poetic lines, and try to analyze their power. 

Interpret the experience of the "I "who speaks in the poem. Apply the 
thought of the concluding stanza to univenal experience. 

Love in the Winds. — Bichard Hovey (1864-1900) was bom at 
Normal, Illinois, and educated at Dartmouth Collie. His name 
b usually associated with that of his friend and co-worker. Bliss 
Carman, in a series of ''Songs from Vagabondia.'* 

Is the title here used an eq)ecially well-chosen one? 

What other qualities besides its virility give charm to this sonnet? 

Comment on the movement of the verw. 

Which is the most murical line in this sonnet? Whidi is the weakest? 

Two Sonnets. — WOfrid Wilson Gibson has a power of poetic 
expression that is notable among modem poets. He is ardent in 
the attempt to understand and interpret the lives of the working 
people, and his success in dramatizing the commonplace is a 
significant achievement. 

Study the technique of the somiet — the Petrarchian form, the rime 
scheme and the specific choice of rime words, the development and com- 
pactness of thou^t, the break between octave and sextet. 

I. THE PAISLEY SHAWL 

Consider the effectiveness of the opening line. 

Bead carefully the simile developed in the octave. Note the perfection 
in detail, the subtle suggestion of resemblances, that comes from the 
skilled use of adjective and phrase* This is an unusually complete and 
lovely image; study of it reveals a fine technique in the poet's art. 

Contrast the octave and the sextet, as to effectiveness, beauty, and 
feeling. 

Is there unity in this sonnet as a whole? Can you express the thought 
that underlies both pictures? 

n. HANDS 

How dear a picture do you see in these first eight lines? In what lies 
its charm? Study the color values. Picture the owners of the room. 
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The comspondcDoe of thought with meter is here veiy marked; the 
octave and the MXtet of a somMt are often compared to the ebb and flow 
of the tide; this is here tme both of the thought and the form, whidi are 
in perfect harmony. 

The contrast between the moods of the divisions is obvious — first 
the setting, then the serious thought that it inspires. Discuss the latter in 
relation to sodal justice. 

Comment upon last two lines. Do you think this is an artistic conclu- 
sion? Why unusually effective? What is your idea of the underlying 
thought of the poet in the line» 

"Drums like dead fingers tappmg at the pane"? 
Would you find it euj to paraphrase this sonnet? 

Solway Feed. — Wilfrid Wilson GibsoD is one of the most de- 
servedly weU known of the young Geoigian writers. His poems 
and poetic dramas bave been published in several volumes, not- 
ably one entitled ''Daily Bread." The imagination and repressed 
emotion that Mr. Gibson brings to his treatment of everyday life 
reveal him as truly a poet. 

What one adjective most adequately characterizes this poem? 

Analyse the realistic effect of the second stanza. 

Study the various epithets applied to the sea — the adjectives, the 
verbs, the descriptive phrases, and the figures of speech. What is your 
oondusiGn? 

Notice the use of color in the second stanza. What can you say of the 
nine lines beginning with 

"And silver salmon swimming in green night '7 

Choose several lines or groups of lines that seem to you essentially 
poetical. Discover wherein lies their charm. 
Study dosely the lines — 

"Among the dreamless legions of the drowned. 
The calm of deeps unsounded on his face," 

Are these beautiful? Why? ("Because" is no reason at all.) 

Go through the poem sdecting phrases that show the originality and 

imaginative power of the poet. 
How do you interpret the poem? Is the man, at the end of the poem, 

alive or dead? Justify your reply. 

A Chant of Love for England. — Helen Gray Cone is Professor 
of English in Hunter CoUege, New York City. 

"A Chant of Love for England" is in answer to Ernest Lissauer's 
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1 En^aiil* Vhidi may befoimd m Stevenscm't ''Hoow 
Book of Vene^'' both in the origmal Gcraian aiid in • tnnib^ 
bus Hoidencm, entitled *" A Chant of Hate against England.'' 

During the World War German Zefypdina made rqwated attenqits t# 
bomb that great centre of En^iah life and tradition, St Paul's Cathedral 
in London; Ndion is buried there. What was the ''tragical i^ory of Gor- 
don and Scott"? What incident is reUted concerning tlie death of Sid- 
DQr? Why do Americans, too, share in the "^ocy of Hanq;klen and Bun- 
nymede"? 

What different qualities of style and thouf^t are here united to make 
this one of the most spirited poems written by an American in the twen- 
tieth century? 

Which makes the better theme for a song. We or hate? Justify your 
Name scmie other great songs of love and praise. 



The Two Pdningers. — John Finley, f ormeriy Commiasbuer 
of Education in New York State, is now editor of the New Yoric 
'Times." He has published a number of educational works. 

These yerses, by employing an unusual qrmbolism, bring graphically 
before us the poet's desire to preserve his sense of gratitude and devotion 
to the heroic dead who have died for a sacred cause. 

Does the symbol here employed convey a sense of horror and revulsion 
that makes you doubt its effectiveness? What can you say to justify its 
use? 

Express in your own words the contrast be t ween the soldier's environ- 
ment and that which the poet might easfly be tempted to seek and retain. 

In what way mi^^t the non-combatant perform a service equal to the 
service of the soldier? What are the qualities in a man that would, either 
in civil or in mOitazy l]fe» effect such a service? 

Interpret the last sentence in the headnote — "The wish has new 



A Nosegay of Spring Poets. — This group of poems is the only 
contribution that Leonard Hatch has made to the "Atlantic/* 
He is perhaps better known for his work on "Govenmiental In- 
dustrial Arbitration." 

In this "Noflegay of Spring Poets" Mr. Hatch has often caught weD 
the style of the poet he is imitating. In some of these verses, such as 
those modeled after Stevenson, he has given a very realistic reproduction 
of the poet's style; in others, notably those ascribed to Browning and 
Whitman, he has touched his representation with parody and burlesque. 

The verses attributed to Pope are written in that poet's favorite metri- 
cal form, the heroic couplet. They jingle with such phrases as "the 
ethereal plain," "enameled lawns," and "shady grots," which passed 
current among the city-loving writers of the age of Queen Anne. We 
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note, too, the frequent use of i>ersonification and of pompous phrases. 
Pope and his age did not write of the sun: they called it "the radiant orb 
of Heaven." In the last line of these verses the student will recognize a 
parody of a famous quotation from Pope. 

No other English writer has shown such complete mastery of the intri- 
cately woven French forms of verse as haA Austin Dobson. Though 
lacking something of the daintiness and charm of its models, this triolet 
exhibits a Dobson-Iike devemess in devising rimes. 

The Elizabethan lyric poets sang easily and melodiously of a playland 
of shepherds, charming with a profusion of beautiful flowers. They de- 
lighted in weaving into verse quaint, witty fancies in praise of fur ladies. 

The ''conceit" of Corinna and Cupid here developed is based on the 
lovely " Apelles' Song" by Lyly. 

■*, Kipling's verve and dash, his love of rapidly moving, somewhat jinking 
meters, his glorification of the present-day world of work, and his frequent 
sententiousness are all cleverly reproduced. 

» In developing his dramatic monologues. Browning frequently indicated 
by interjected or parenthetical phrases the nature and the reactions of the 
person addressed. Many of these monologues are given an unusual set- 
ting; they unfold their story slowly; they show Browning's love of gro- 
tesque and of compound words; and they bear a weight of allusions to 
Italian life. His sentences are often long and involved, and the thought is 
not always easy to apprehend. 

i Walt Whitman is generally known as the apostle of the free verse which 
is here admirably parodied. He was very prone to celebrate himself, es- 
pecially his physical self. He was interested in the world of nature, but 
even more in the social world, especially as it is manifested in the toilers 
of the dty with whom he frequently proclaimed his comradeship. Some 
of his critics say that he liked to swagger. He was fond of introducing into 
his verse long lists of details in what has been called the catalogue method. 
- It will be evident why the content and style of his writings ofiFer an in- 
viting model for such writers as Mr. Hatch. 

^ In his earlier verses Wordsworth adopted a style of ballad-like simplic- 
ity and drew his themes from lowly country life and from rural scenes. 
He was fond of philosophizing upon his interviews with children. The 
verses here given are obviously based upon Wordsworth's famous poem 
*' We Are Seven " ; the final phrase is a quotation firom " She Dwelt Among 
the Untrodden Ways." 

fc Po&-land is a region of midnight, of dark tarns and of funereal cypress 
trees; it is peopled with ghouls and ever haunted by the gnawing, writh- 
ing Conqueror Worm. Some of the words here used are distinctly Poesque^ 
as is also the repetend introduced in the closing lines. 

The verses here ascribed to Stevenson are so truly in the style of his 
"Child's Garden of Verse" that we might well believe them his, if we did 
not know who wrote them. The metrical form, the diction, especially the 
rimes, the details introduced* and the attitude toward life, are all very 
Stevensonian. 
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The BeOS of Peace. — John Gabworthy is better known as a 
writer of moving social dramas than of poems, but in all tbe lit- 
erary fields that he has entered he has found success. 

Study the Atmosphere of this poem. How is the mood of lingering sad- 
new developed? 

Select the most effective uses of oontrut 

Notice the skiUful transition at the end of the fifth stansa. What can 
you say of the line — 

''Tbqr ware St peace. Are th^r at peace agam?" 

Study LoweD's "HapfMness** m connection with this poem. Whidiis 
more sucoesiful in communicating feeling, and why? 

<' Stars in flielr Couisea.'' — Robert Bridges, since 1914 the 
editor of *' Scribner's Magazine/' is himself a poet whose literary 
wares other magazines are delighted to secure. 

The title of this poem is taken from the Bible, Judges 5: 80. Rephrase 
the two contrasting ideas in stansa i. What, does the poet say, may ao- 
couit for his failure to keep to the hi^^way? What is the symbolism of 
thepasnge? 

What is the philosophic deduction made from the incident of the falling 
star? 

What do you regard as the diief merits of this poem? Can you mention 
any defects? 

On a Subway Bj^resa. — Chester Firkins died in 1915. His 
brother, O. W. Firkins, shares the family love for poetry; his poem 
entitled '*The Letter" is also included in this volume. 

State in your own words the central thought of these verKS. Do you 
believe this thought is a true one? Do you regard it as appropriate for 
treatment in vene? Is it as thoroughly appropriate as would be a theme 
drawn from external nature? 

Whidi stanza is the most ptcturesque? Which is the most musical? 

Comment upon the author's choice of words. 

The Wind and the Stream. — William Cullen Bryant was m 
frequent contributor to the "Atlantic" in days gone by. He is 
one of the most popular of the early American poets. 

In what is the humor of this poem — fantasy, burlesque, play on words^ 
satire, parody, comic inddent? 

What effect has the repetition of the refrain at the end of eadb linsw 
with varying adjectives? 

Characterise the poem in regard to movement, mood, and manner. 

What elements does this poem lack that are essential to great poetry ? 
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Aboat Tools. -^ It is oompaiatiTely seldom that poetry wins 
its way into the Contributors' Club» but these verses found there 
an eager wdoome. 

Of what poet do you mitantly think as you read "About Toob"? Do 
these later verses rival his suooess? 

Has the anonymous author cau^^t the spirit and the child-like manner 
of the small boy supposed to be speaking? How do movement, phrase* 
and that elusive thing called "tone" contribute to the illusion? 

Hapfiiiiess. — James Russell Lowell's name is accorded an 
honored {dace in the annals of the ** Atlantic Monthly/' of whidL 
he was the first editor. His poems and essays are known wherever 
Afwiwoftn literature is studied. 

Analyse the succession of images applied to happiness. Are these all 
appropriate? Consistent?" Read Shakespeare's sonnet, number 7S, 

"That time of year thou may'st m me behold," 



and discuss the similarity of image i 

State in a sentence the theme of the poem. Is this a personal or a nni* 
Yersal thought? 

Discuss the lines — 

"Thou only showest us the core 
And inmost meaning of No More." 

T¥hat has this thou^^t in it of philosophy? Consider stoicism and fatal 
ism in relation to it. 

Does the poet succeed in expressing sincere emotion? Does he com- 
municate the mood that he seeks to pwtray to his readers? What do yon 
think of the depth of his emotion? of its genuineness? 

Prospice. — Robert Browning is a poet whom no one should be 
content to leave unread. Perhaps no English poet of the nine- 
teenth century is so modem in his tendencies; certainly none has 
the understanding of men and women of all kinds that Browning 
never fails to show. 

Proapiee literally translated means "Look forward." The poem was 
written in the autumn following the death of the poet's wife. The love of 
Bobert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning is as famous as that of 
the immortal Ab^lard and Hfioise; this poem written so soon after Brown- 
ing^s "black minute" enveloped him, is a defiance of death unsurpassed 
in all literature, perhaps in all life. 

Yfhat is the meter of this poem? Is it effective, or wouU you prefer 
another? 
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Study tlie power aiid inteosity of tlie opening lilies. 

'What should you say is the emotional tone of the poem throoi^ *'the 
leward of it all"? Fnxm there thiou^ "Of Fkin, daiknesq, and oold"? 
IWDoe to the end? 

Discuss the idea of immortality presented here. What does this reveal 
€f the poet's life? 

What lines impress you as most significant? Why? 

Consider thoughtfuOy the line — 

''For sudden the worst turns the best to the brave." 

What do yon think of the truth of this statement? Can you develop the 
idea by instanres of its application? 
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